
five
golden rules
to buying

autographed
memorabilia 

online



autograph
 [ aw-tuh-graf  ]
  a person’s handwritten signature.

memorabilia
 [ mem-er-uh-bil-ee-uh ]
  things that you collect because they 
are connected with a person or organization in 
which you are interested.



autographed
   memorabilia.

An autographed piece of memorabilia is 
a valuable  treasure nowadays. A piece of 
important history, marked by the great men 
and women who used it, touched it or even 
represented it. Such items tell the most 
amazing stories. Some are even historic, 
leaving a legacy behind that others will cele-
brate, appreciate, and ultimately remember. 
This is why we collect autographed memo-
rabilia. To highlight the people and moments 
that such items represent, and to create a 
legacy of our own through such masterful 
findings. Even if these pieces cost lots of 
money, holding the history and legacy in our 
own hands is breathtaking.

However, with such a market out there, there 
are those who want to trick and cheat us out 
of our hard-earned money. Their purported 
“autographed memorabilia” claim is nothing 
more than a cheap scam to help them earn a 
quick buck. What’s worse is that it’s easy to 
fall victim to this. Not unless, however, you 
follow the 5 golden rules to buying authentic 
memorabilia online.



due
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W
hen buying an auto-

graph, it pays to do 

research before purchas-

ing it. Nowadays, scammers can pass 

anything off as “authentically signed”. 

Forgers have become so slick at what 

they do that it’s almost impossible to 

detect a fake signature to the real one.

Before buying an autograph, the 

easiest and simplest way to make 

sure it’s authentic is with Google 

Images. Just Google the autograph 

using Google Images and  compare 

it to the exemplars that  you find. If 

it’s an exact or close match, it’s most 

likely the real thing.

What you might think was a coffee 

mug once owned by author Stephen 

King might just be a random cup 

from someone’s cupboard. What 

the merchant may tell you is actor 

Marlon Brando’s signature on a clas-

sic old movie poster, could just be a 

normal print out made to look authen-

tic. Before giving away your money, 

ask yourselves: did Stephen King 

even like coffee? Why would Marlon 

Brando autograph a print out? The 

answers to these questions are just a 

click away on Google. These tidbits of 

information might seem like random 

trivia, but they will prevent you from 

wasting hundreds or even thousands 

of dollars on fakes!

As retailers we have been doing our 

own due diligence for over 15 years! 

Be a  responsible   collector  and    perf-

orm your due diligence before buying.



eBay is the best educational tool to work out an items 
common value. If you think certain memorabilia 
is too cheap or too expensive, just check eBay’s 
‘completed listings’ to see if the price matches it’s 
common value.

You might have the impression that just because 
something is signed, it should be worth a lot of 
money. Unfortunately, the rules of autographed 
memorabilia are far more complicated than that. It’s 
all about perceived value. The piece of memorabilia 
that sells for $1600.00 on eBay may only be worth 
$500 or less and the only reason it sold for more is 

know the

right
two

value.



value.

because the team just won the super bowl, or the film just premiered on the 
weekend, or the actor just died.

The truth is, if these items were sold on a normal day, they would sell for 
much less. People get caught up with emotions and over-inflate prices. 
Our signed posters for example, are priced at common market value.

The most expensive autograph
belongs to George Washington’s personal copy of the Constitution, Bill 
of Rights, and the First Congress. He signed the first page of this book 

which was put up for auction at Sotheby’s in 2012.

The collectible was immediately purchased by Ann Bookout, a board 
member of the Vernon Ladies Association which is a non-profit orga-
nization that manages Washington’s Virginia Estate. The association 
paid a whopping sum of $9.8 million for this rare piece of memorabil-
ia. After purchase, they placed the book in its rightful location at the 

Washington Presidential Library in the White House.
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proof
I

f you think a company or merchant 
selling autographed memorabilia 
is sketchy, always check for social 
proof. What does that mean? This 

means product reviews and testimo-
nials from other websites. For exam-
ple, if it’s a blog... then make sure the 
bloggers understand the products 
that they are talking about and aren’t 
just trolling the internet. When on an 
online store, always look for product 
reviews. Even if some are negative, 
that’s okay. As long as most of the 
reviews are positive enough to form 
a good image of the brand, it’s more 
likely that what they are selling is au-
thentic.

If a website praises a particular 
company or online merchant, those 
are sure signs that what they’re sell-
ing is probably legitimate. See if 
they run contests and giveaways on 
other reputable blogs or websites. 
For example, we do this all the time 
with https://www.comicbookmovie.
com. Think about it: If a legitimate 
website or blog advertises or sells a 
merchants products – it means that 
most, if not all, the due diligence has 
been done and that they are, without 
a doubt – authentic sellers.

New York Yankees baseball 
star Joe DiMaggio and his wife, 
Hollywood bombshell Marilyn 
Monroe, were one of the most 
famous celebrity couples in US 
history. Therefore, when they 
both signed a baseball its value 
rocketed to astronomical heights. 
The occasion was a 1961 Yankees’ 
training session in Florida.

The famous autographed baseball 
is the only item signed together 
by the star couple. When it 
went up for sale in 2006, an 
anonymous collector was willing 
to shell out $191,200 to add it to 
his collection.
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O
ne of the most important rules when buying memorabilia, is to 
check for authenticity and to see if the product is certified in any 
way. When you go up to a merchant or buy from an online store, 
it’s not enough to believe them at their word. Afterall, anyone 

can print out a so called COA. Make sure they have had their items au-
thenticated by a reputable third-party company.

We follow our own advice religiously and have had all of our posters au-
thenticated by reputable third-party authenticators such as PSA, Beckett, 
or OA.

Eric Clapton’s original Blackie 
Fender Stratocaster guitar. 
Sold in 2000 for $959,500 to 
raise funds for the Crossroads 
Centre.
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return
policy.

N
ow, this is very important! When you’re buying authentic mem-
orabilia from a legitimate retailer, they WILL have a return policy. 
Firstly, that’s just a basic rule of retail. More often than not, items 
bought should always be returnable. From the most mundane 

objects to your most precious memorabilia, a return policy is mandatory.

Secondly, no return policy is almost always a surefire sign that the prod-
ucts are fake! How so? Because retailers who sell fakes wouldn’t want 
to get a hold of their illegitimate items ever again. The moment they’re 
in your hands, they’ll never want to see it again. Whereas with authentic 
memorabilia, any store would be honored to have them back. Even if you 
return yours for whatever reason, that piece will still be a valuable item.

They’d be proud to sell it off to another premier collector. In fact, they’d 
also be proud to show the product off in their physical and online stores—
sort of like a museum piece.

Either way, as with any other retail platform, it’s always sketchy when 
there’s no return policy. As the customer, you reserve the right to return 
an item and you also reserve the right to get your money back.

We stand by our advice and offer a 30-day return policy on all our items.




