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Trees for Cities and Natusan launched a new partnership in 2019, celebrating Natusan's
first 1,000 UK customers and further establishing the brand's already strong
environmental credentials. In addition to sourcing all of their wood from recycled,
biodegradable and compostable materials, Natusan committed to also putting new trees
into the ground and generously funded 1,000 saplings for Trees for Cities' 2019/20 tree
planting season to this end. This report details where these trees were planted, and what
this has meant for the local community.
 
Trees for Cities have been planting trees and revitalising green spaces in towns and cities
across the UK for over 26 years. In doing so, we always work with local communities along
the way. As part of our delivery model, we engage school children and young people with
all our projects, whether this means inviting local school groups to attend community tree
planting days or directly working with schools to turn their grounds into greener and more
vibrant places that inspire outdoor education. 
 

introduction

beckton district park south, newham

This was one of several projects that Trees for Cities delivered in collaboration with local
councils as part of National Tree Week, which ran from 23rd November until 1st
December 2019. Beckton District Park South, located in the Borough of Newham, is an
important local green space for the area's diverse community. Just north of the River
Thames, Beckton ward is nestled between several major A-roads, London City Airport,
and several major industrial sites. As such, safe and high quality green spaces, including
copses and small woodlands, are vital for the physical and mental health of Beckton
residents. 
 
In 2019, Newham Council declared a climate emergency and launched the 'Newham
Climate Now' campaign to ensure the council is doing all it can to create a greener and
more climate-resilient borough. By funding 1,000 of the 9,000 trees that were planted on
this site, Natusan are playing a key role in this effort and are contributing towards
increasing London's canopy cover by 10 per cent by 2050. 

project background

work supported in 2019/20



It was wonderful for my daughter to understand how important it is to
care for the environment, and to be able to apply this in real life!

- A Local Parent

On 30th November, 481 local volunteers including 69 children braved the cold to help
plant 7,700 saplings in what was one of the biggest turnouts in Trees for Cities' history.
The vast majority of all trees at Beckton District Park South were planted on this day,
including the 1,000 trees funded by Natusan. The day was a great success and inspired
enthusiastic feedback from the local community!

location 

community planting 



As always, Trees for Cities chose a varied species mix to create a healthy woodland that
will fulfil a variety of functions and provide benefits to people as well as wildlife. Planting
a variety of species also ensures the woodland as a whole is resilient against potential
diseases that might befall a certain species. The below list shows all species included in
the total tree count, rather than those funded by Natusan only. 

Silver fir - Abies alba
Field maple - Acer campestre 
Common alder - Alnus glutinosa
Silver birch – Betula pendula
Dogwood - Cornus sanguinea 
Hazel - Corylus avellana 
Woodland hawthorn - Crataegus laevigata
Spindle - Euonymus europaeus
Alder buckthorn - Frangula alnus
Common walnut - Juglans regia
Crab apple - Malus sylvestris
Dawn redwood - Metasequoia glyptostroboides
Scots pine - Pinus sylvestris

Wild cherry - Prunus avium             
Bird cherry – Prunus padus
English oak - Quercus robur 
Common buckthorn- Rhamnus catharticus 
White willow - Salix alba
Elder - Sambucus nigra
Rowan - Sorbus aucuparia
Service tree - Sorbus domestica
Wild service tree - Sorbus torminalis
Common lime - Tilia cordata
Elm - Ulmus spp. 
Wych elm - Ulmus glabra
Wayfaring tree - Viburnum lantana
Guelder rose - Viburnum opulus 

the woodland



By funding urban trees and empowering communities to look after green spaces across
the UK, Natusan are addressing a number of the United Nations' Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs):

481 volunteers engaged

through community

planting days

73 pupils from 3 schools

engaged through planting

workshops 

Each Urban Forest project is
designed to benefit wildlife.
Such pockets of habitat are
especially important in the
urban environment as they
offer refuge in an otherwise
hostile environment.

natusan and the un sustainable development goals

Spending time outdoors and
reconnecting with nature
leads to increased emotional
and physical well-being and
inspires greater
environmental awareness
and stewardship.

Increased canopy cover
and access to high-quality
green spaces for all
citizens make cities and
communities healthier,
more sustainable, and
more resilient.

Each tree funded by
Natusan helps to mitigate
against the impacts of
climate change by
sequestering carbon and
other greenhouse gases.

summary of natusan's impact in 2019/20

1.000 trees funded
27 species throughout

the new woodland


