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Introduction

The heart and soul of any place can best be seen 

through what has been left behind, the patina of 

age and of experience. The life wrinkles of a city 

show us how a place was actually lived, often 

existing in stark contrast to how it was designed 

to be used. The urban environment has served as 

inspiration and backdrop for many artists through 

time, acting as a stage to glimpse at the residential, 

political, industrial, religious, and economic 

collisions of contemporary life. 

Hancock Gallery is proud to preview ‘Portraits of 

Metropolis’, a solo exhibition by award winning 

artist Stephen Johnston. Known for his painstaking, 

hyperreal, still life paintings where everyday 

objects are arranged in surreal set ups and used to 

explore bigger issues, Johnston’s new exhibition 

explores the urban environment surrounding his 

dynamic, surreal, and quirky arrangements.

Inspired by surrealists René Magritte, Salvador Dali 

and Michaël Borremans, along with photo-realist 

artists such as Denis Peterson, Johnston’s work is 

characterised by its painstaking level of detail and 

craftsmanship.
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Urban Portraits
Johnston’s examination of graffiti has 

become a way for him to study the 
patina of urban life, it’s cycle of vibrancy, 
degradation, layering and re-energising.

Portrait of Consequence 
 
Oil on canvas 
90 x 60 cm 
£5,200

Oils
This new collection of work develops Johnston’s earlier ‘Throne’ series,  

in which utilitarian objects such as chairs are juxtaposed with obscure and 

thought-provoking objects in surreal assemblages, creating a sort of portrait 

by coincidence. In ‘Portraits of Metropolis,’ Johnston explores an urban 

backdrop as a way to examine contemporary life.

Original Artwork

Portrait of Love (Romeo & Juliet) 
 
Oil on canvas 
100 x 70 cm 
£6,250

Portrait of Instinct
Oil on canvas 
100 x 70 cm 
£6,250

Portrait of Direction 
  
Oil on canvas 
90 x 60 cm 
£5,200

Portrait of Ambition 
 
 Oil on canvas 
100 x 70 cm 
£6,250
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Token Ambition
Graphite on paper  

46 x 46 cm 
£2,200

Graphite on paper
Inspired by the new collection of hyper realistic oil on canvas, 

Stephen has focussed on elements from the series and 

completed painstaking study drawings in graphite on paper.

Life Long
Graphite on paper  

25 x 24 cm  
£1,100
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Time
Graphite on paper  

63 x 61 cm 
£2,950

Emotive and poignant figuration rich in texture. 
I like to paint things that have had a life before I encounter them. As humans, 

we empathise with objects like these. Things that have been chipped, 

damaged or worn, they seem to speak to a common humanity.

Detail Portrait  
of Love
Graphite on paper 
12 x 16 cm 
£950

Detail Portrait  
of Instinct
Graphite on paper 
12 x 16 cm 
£950

Detail Portrait  
of Consequence
Graphite on paper 
12 x 16 cm 
£950
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An Answer
 Graphite on paper  

58 x 40 cm 
£2,500

A Question
Graphite on paper  

58 x 40 cm 
£2,500
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Limited editions
Portraits of Metropolis Series 

46 x 32 cm 
Giclee print on paper 

Unframed 
£550

Giclee prints on paper
Hancock Gallery is proud to showcase an exclusive collection of Limited 

Edition prints. Hand signed and numbered by the artist, each print comes 

complete with a Certificate of Authenticity and can be purchased both 

framed and unframed.

Limited editions
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Stephen Johnston was born in 1987 in 
Co.Antrim, Northern Ireland. In 2010 
he graduated with a BA in Fine and 
Applied Arts from University of Ulster 
in Belfast.
Johnston has enjoyed early success in his career winning 

various awards including; The De Veres Art Award, The Towry 

Award- best from Northern Ireland at the NOAC and The KPMG 

Young Artist Award.

His work is held in numerous private art collections around 

the world and he has been award the SIAP Award and had 

work acquired publicly by the Northern Ireland Arts Council. 

Johnston has also completed a portrait commission for 

Queens University that is currently hanging as part of their 

esteemed collection in the ‘great hall’.

About
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