PACING GUIDE FOR HOMESCHOOLERS
(along with grading guidance for our testing program)
Welcome to Breaking the Barrier! We are delighted that you will be joining us for an exciting adventure to
master a new world language. We believe that our approach will help any learner find solid footing on a
pathway to fluency.
Each level of our curriculum (Beginning/Intermediate/ Advanced) is designed for one nine-month academic
year. Each level features twelve chapters, with the beginning levels offering an extra introductory section
entitled “STEPS.”
The components of our lessons include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

an introduction to a country or countries where the target language is spoken (maps, heads of state,
famous people, sites of interest, cultural information, food and drink, music, etc.)
new vocabulary, recorded by native speakers
three or four key grammatical concepts
multiple practice exercises after each important concept
oral practice
a dialogue-based adventure series (in Levels I and II) to practice reading and listening comprehension,
and to get students involved with a dynamic storyline
audio files recorded by native speakers*
cultural articles with accompanying audio, video and comprehension exercises*
a practice test at the end of each chapter

*A number of families choose to purchase one of our very economical digital versions of the book in addition to our Homeschool
Package. The curriculum and exercises are identical, yet the digital versions offer the most accessible and complete audio
components as well as great videos, too.

We recommend spending between 2½ - 3 weeks per chapter, ideally spending four days each week with some
language study. If a student chooses to devote extra days per week, the program could be completed a little
faster. This system will allow a student to finish the program in an academic year. It will also allow time for
periodic review. As we know, review is often the key to retention!
The chapters unfold in a logical progression and are to be completed page by page. The words and structures
used in earlier chapters will come back throughout the program. Though students and families will find their
own unique rhythms, a successful approach could be spending one day on the new vocabulary, another on all
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of the cultural information, a few days for each grammatical point, a day on paired oral questions, a day on
the dialogue series or cultural article, a day to review, and a day for the chapter test. All together, we feel that
2.5 – 3 weeks per chapter is a great framework for most students.
On our website under “OTHER RESOURCES,” there are additional practice questions, which students can do on
their own orally or with a teacher or friend. These questions can also be completed as written practice.
The electronic versions of all of our Spanish and French (and English for Spanish speakers) texts have
wonderful flashcards built into each lesson as well.
At the completion of each chapter, a student should take the test to chart progress. A full answer key is
included with our testing program. You will find the script for the oral section of the tests at the back of the
test booklet, right after the answer key. On the following pages, we include a sample test with suggested point
values that you should use for each test.
Once again, on behalf of all of us at Breaking the Barrier, I am delighted that you are joining us for an exciting
time of discovery and language learning. Feel free to be in touch with me personally if I can answer any
questions for you.

John
John T. Conner
Author and Series Editor
john@tobreak.com
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Suggestions for Grading Chapter Tests
The testing packets available at each level contain a four-page test. There are many types of exercises:
answering oral questions, dictations, answering written questions in complete sentences, conjugating verbs,
filling in the blank with the correct forms, translations, finding and correcting errors, and writing short
compositions.
On the following pages, you will find a sample answer key for a test from French One with suggested point
values for each section. In general, fill-in-the-blanks are worth 1.5 – 2 points, straight conjugations of a verb
are worth .5 points each, compositions are worth 10 points, translations are usually .5 points per word, find
the errors are 2 points total, and oral questions can be 1.5 to 2 points per answer.
I often devise an answer key that adds up to 100 points. Over the years, I seem to have good instincts to make
the numbers add up perfectly! However, you could follow the guidelines in the preceding paragraph, and find
that your test adds up to 92 points or 103 points, etc., and then simply have the final grade be a percentage of
the total.
If you are grading this test for a child or a student and you personally don’t know the target language, don’t
despair! You can be generous grading the composition and some of the wide-open questions. Yet, in general,
most questions will have right or wrong answers that allow for a fairly accurate assessment of how well the
material was mastered.
I believe that a grade of 70 or higher warrants moving onto the next lesson directly. There will always be some
built-in practice in subsequent chapters for previous material. If a student scores lower than 70, give the exact
same test a few days later after returning it and sharing the correct answers. Oftentimes, the process of taking
a test will prove to be a valuable learning experience.
And, what about accent marks? I usually deduct .5 points for a missing accent mark in any fill-in-the-blank
exercise. It is important to learn these important written symbols.
Best of luck!

John

John T. Conner
Author and Series Editor
john@tobreak.com
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