
Beginner Beekeeping – 
Week 1

Getting ready to start



To-do list:

•January 
• Reserve nucleus colonies 
• Order hive parts to assemble  

•February 
• Reserve package bees 
• Order hive parts, tools and equipment 

•March 
• Order assembled hive parts 
• Join your county beekeeping club

https://mainebeekeepers.org/local-chapters/


To-do list:

April, May, and June (in a nutshell): 
• Monitoring and aiding the growth of  the hive

Bees build 
comb on 

foundation



They use the comb for storage 
of  brood (babies) and food



To-do list:
June, July, August: 

• What am I doing here? 

• CONTROLLING 
VARROA MITES 

• How often should I get in? 

• About every week 
• What can go wrong? 

• (that’s why this is  a 10-hour 
class) 

• Am I going to get stung? 

• Yup.

Opening the Hive

https://youtu.be/zrSfIZs64Tc
https://youtu.be/zrSfIZs64Tc


September, October, 
November: 

• Pulling honey supers 
• Treating for Varroa mites* 
• Preparing for winter 

*If  you learn only one thing from this class,  
learn about Varroa mites!

To-do list (in a nutshell)

• Am I going to 
get any 
honey?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWrAEVHIsSY


To-do list:
December, January 

• Learning… 

• and waiting… 

For the coming Spring, when the 
cycle starts again

https://www.instagram.com/p/CI6kVAVLykQ/


Hive Parts

•Wooden Frame with 
Wired Wax 
Foundation 
• Bees don’t like plastic

(Write the year on the top of  
new frames with a sharpie)

see:  How to assemble a frame

https://youtu.be/GKUCvFNC9lE
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0085/4142/files/Instructions_for_Frame_Assembly.pdf?v=1610771570


Hive Parts

•Hive Stand with 
Landing Board



Hive Parts

• Screened Bottom 
Board with Mite 
Tray

https://thehoneyexchange.com/products/screened-bottom-board?_pos=1&_sid=f7b7c0f49&_ss=r


Hive Parts

• Slatted Rack 
• (optional) 

• Entrance 
Reducer below

https://thehoneyexchange.com/products/slatted-bottom-board?pr_prod_strat=copurchase&pr_rec_pid=54586062&pr_ref_pid=54590382&pr_seq=uniform


Hive Parts

•Deep Hive Body

see:  How to assemble hive bodies and supers

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0085/4142/files/Instructions_for_Hive_Body_Assembly.pdf?v=1610770708


Hive Parts

• Second Deep 
Hive Body



Hive Parts

•Medium Super



Hive Parts

• Inner Cover

https://thehoneyexchange.com/products/copy-of-complete-8-frame-garden-hive-set-up?_pos=4&_sid=36a88dfe2&_ss=r


Hive Parts

Inner Cover



Hive Parts

•Telescoping 
Cover

https://www.instagram.com/p/CJ1mChYFAVt/


Hive Parts

• “English 
Garden” Copper 
Cover 
•Hive Ratchet 

Strap

https://thehoneyexchange.com/products/complete-8-frame-garden-hive-set-up?_pos=2&_sid=972d0aa33&_ss=r


Hive Parts
Hive Stand

* We strongly recommend 
you start with two hives

https://www.instagram.com/p/CJjTwl0r3Z5/


Decision Time:

• 8 Frame vs 10 Frame 



Decision Time:

• Deep or Medium Hive 
Bodies 
• Medium or Shallow Supers 
• (Your textbook 

recommends all 8 frame 
mediums)



Coat your hive parts 
with exterior grade 
latex paint or sealer

• Dark colors are best 
for the Maine 

climate

see:  Painting your hive parts

Place holder for painting a hive image with link

https://youtu.be/GHafkFfvowQ
https://youtu.be/GHafkFfvowQ


• Hive tool

Essential Tools:

https://youtu.be/ZmHsqmDz7Yc
https://youtu.be/ZmHsqmDz7Yc


• 4x7” Smoker  

Essential Tools:

(Smoker fuel is around 
you everywhere.)

https://thehoneyexchange.com/products/kelley-smoker-with-shield?_pos=1&_sid=f3a6d8da6&_ss=r


Essential Tools:

• Smoker 

• It calms bees and makes your 
hobby more enjoyable 
• It doesn’t hurt the bees 
• Just use it, but sparingly 

• Masks the bees’ alarm 
pheromone



• Jacket with Veil

Essential Tools:

(Get to know Meghan. 
She’s a very good 
beekeeper.)

https://thehoneyexchange.com/products/beekeeping-jacket?_pos=1&_sid=f5af1600b&_ss=r


• Queen Excluder

Essential Tools:

(But I won’t let you buy 
one until next year.)

https://thehoneyexchange.com/products/queen-excluder-wood-bound-metal?_pos=1&_sid=61b16019b&_ss=r


Packages vs. Nucs

• Advantages of  packages 
• Readily available 

• Easy to install 
• Slow build up provides more 
 gradual learning curve for beginners 

• Disadvantages of  packages 
• Where did my bees come from? 

• Must be installed right away 

• Possibility of  queen failure 

• Slow build-up, lower odds of  1st year honey harvest

https://thehoneyexchange.com/products/package-bees?_pos=8&_sid=a113c7449&_ss=r
https://thehoneyexchange.com/products/package-bees


Packages vs. Nucs

• Advantages of  nucs 
• Accepted queen 

• Established colony 

• Faster build-up 

• Disadvantages of  nucs 
• You’re a real beekeeper on Day One 

• Faster build-up



Best of  both worlds:

• Start with a package, then a nuc 
• Early start, slightly lower cost 

• Time to get used to being around bees and 
watch them build out a hive before your 
nuc arrives 

• Resources from the nuc hive can solve mid-
season problems and give the package bees 
a boost. 

• Requeen Italian packages 

• Italians build comb well 
• Get a northern-bred queen established in 

the hive in time to survive the winter 

• Erin Forbes and C. Bee compared success 
rates and found a nearly 3x better survival 
for requeened packages

see:  Erin installs a package

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bk0iFG7xorI
https://youtu.be/GHafkFfvowQ


Use better bees:   (the right bees for your climate)

• Bob Brachmann , Cold Country Queens - Little Valley, NY  -  foxbrachmann@hotmail.com

http://www.coldcountryqueens.com/
mailto:foxbrachmann@hotmail.com


Sources of  Supply
• Local vs. catalog 

➢We’re not fans of  all-inclusive 
“Beginner Kits” 

Bees:  Packages  
Russian  
•  The Honey Exchange 

Italian 

•  Check out the Maine State 
Beekeeper’s website 

Nucleus Colonies  

• Buzz Cooper, Windham, ME 

• Maya’s Apiary, Sydney, ME  
• Sparky’s Honey & Maple, 

Hope, ME 

• Swan’s Honey, Albion, ME 

• Bob Egan, Skowhegan, ME 

• Merrimack Valley, MA 

 

https://mainebeekeepers.org/
https://mainebeekeepers.org/
https://mainebeekeepers.org/


Next Week: 

• Neighbor Management 
• Finding the right spot for your hive 
• Getting started with some bees!


