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You have come to Britannia in

search for a better life for you and

your family. You’ve heard a rumor

that there is good money to be

made here so you hop on a boat
to Britannia Beach… 

Write ImagineDiscuss

Welcome to your new home, 

Britannia Beach! 

The Britannia Story

 This is a self guided activity book designed to accompany your social studies learning. 

The activities in this booklet will take you through the life of a Britannia resident. 

Curricular Competencies: 

Significance

Cause and Effect

Continuity and Change

Perspective

Evidence

Ethical Judgement

You came with your family, so you can move into a nice new family home but not everyone was so lucky.

Single men were placed into bunkhouses, where two men had to share a small room. They did their best

to make their rooms feel like home.

This exciting Company Town is a little different from other cities. 

Explore your new community and see how we live!

 Head to 'B'.

List some of the items the workers may have kept in their rooms and compare that to a list of

things in your room.

List some jobs that were all employed by the mining company:

 Head to 'C'.

Britannia Beach was a company town meaning that everyone who worked there was1.

2.

3.



What do you think caused the accidents? List 3.

It’s time to hop on the train and head down the mine for your first 8 hour shift. But working

in the mine is no holiday. Apart from being damp, dusty and dark it was also dangerous -

accidents were common.  

1.

2.

3.

What did the Company give the miners to make the work

safer? Check the cabinet for hints and circle the objects.

Get to work!

 Head to 'S'.

Even with the safer working conditions, 

the work in the mine was incredibly hard! 

On your Copper Quest tour you learn some of the

technology the mine introduced the make the

mine work easier. Can you tell what they were?

Life at Britannia wasn’t all work and no play. With the nearest city being accessible only by

boat, the community had to make its own fun. 
Take a look through the photos of Britannia

residents. Plan a family day out. Think

about what you would eat, see and do.

There are so many fun things to do! 

Pageants, Cubs, & Brownies OH MY!

Time to Play

 Head to 'R'.

 Head to 'Q' & 'Y'

to learn more!.



Wow, what a fun day you’ve had with your family though

not everyone’s life at Britannia was much fun. 

Diversity

How were the Japanese workers treated?

What are your thoughts on the way the Japanese

workers were treated?

Although the citizens of the Company Town of Britannia Mine

were not always equal they did come together in times of crisis.

How are different races and cultures treated today

and is it any different?

Head to ‘J’.

The townspeople have faced many tragedies that brought them closer together

and made them stronger. Some challenges greatly impacted the Mine and

brought work to a stop.

Disaster Strikes

 Head to 'P'.
What are some similarities and differences between the pandemic of

the 1918 Spanish Flu and the 2020 Covid-19 Coronavirus?

Similarities Differences

There were many moments in history when our town had to face some really big tragedies. 

Take a look at some of the Disasters we have faced here at Britannia Beach.

 Head to 'D'.

In December of 1941, the Empire of Japan led a surprise attack on the coast of Hawaii leaving over

2000 soldiers and civilians dead. The attack on Pearl Harbour launched the USA into World War II. 

What happened to the Japanese workers here

after the Pearl Harbour attack?

How do you think we would handle these

disasters if they happened today? 

What would be different?



The End.Good or bad the highway had a big impact on the town of Britannia. 

Our community would never be the same.  

The Mine was beginning to change too. Environmental laws

and high costs of operating the Mine meant that the

Company wasn't making as much money anymore.

In 1974, Britannia Mine closed down.

The mine was shut, the mill went

silent and the many of the people who

lived here left.

In 1957, the Sea to Sky highway was built, connecting our town to Vancouver. Before

then, it took a whole day to travel the Howe Sound by boat.

Why did some people think it was good and others thought it was bad?

Can you think of something in your lifetime that connects people but also divides them?

As you make your way home today, reflect on how the creation of the highway affected community

life at Britannia.

“Britannia was a closed community, highly polarized, which isolated the workers and made them as dependent

on each other above the ground as they were below”. 

“Perhaps there is an element of truth that the isolation did provoke a very cohesive community. In other words if

you can’t get in and out then you have to learn to live with one another. I suppose the isolation did serve to make

it a very tightly knit community.” 

“...you felt a sense of community security being isolated from all the problems of Vancouver. But on the other

hand, people tended to feel isolated in terms of opportunity, particularly for higher education for children”. 

Here are what the residents of Britannia had to say.

Highway



Museums can teach us a lot! 

If you opened a museum about your life and town...

What would it be like?

What would you call it?

What would you put inside a display case to showcase your life?

What events, people and things would you use to fill in the A-Z of The Story of YOU!

There isn't much left of the Company Town that used to be here. When the Mine

closed many buildings were destroyed or removed. All that's left of the historic site is

what you see here at the Museum. 

Is it important for us to learn and understand about

how people lived? Why or why not?

Preserving the Past

Why do you think the Britannia Mine Museum loves to share

and tell The Britannia Story?
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Adult Help Guide

Social Studies Activity Book

Here are some  tips on how to guide your child 

 through The Britannia Story Activity Book. 

Head to the Administration Building to begin.
Significance

Cause and Effect

Continuity and Change

Perspective

Evidence 

Ethical Judgement

Curricular Competencies: 
Each competency used on each page is listed in this guide.

Head to letter ‘S’. Talk to your child about some of the reasons for the safety changes. What actually

influenced these changes? Was it pressure from the Union, because the mining company was losing

money, or a genuine concern for the safety of the workers? 

Hint: 

You can use information from your underground tour and other exhibits on site to help supplement

the answers.

Answers: 

Q1 - lack of training, poor lighting, poor air flow, limited safety equipment and first aid kits 

Q2 - headlamp, hard hat, first aid, gas mask, safety competition trophy

Get to Work!

Head to the letters 'C' and 'B' for the answers. Help your child to empathize with the newly arrived

miners. Consider how lonely they must have felt and unconnected from their loved ones. How would

you have combatted this loneliness without cell phones - what would you have brought with you?

Answers: 

Q1 - employed by the company

Q2 - nurses, teachers, shopworkers, cooks

Q3 - photos and letters

Hint:  

Take a look at the display cabinet to see what the miners would have brought with them to make

them feel at home.  

Welcome to Britannia!

Time to Play!
Head to the letter 'R'.  Consider how the isolation of the town may have influenced the types of

activities available to the people of Britannia. Were there more or less options for fun?

Further Learning:

Head to 'Q'. Facilitate a discussion about the town's Copper Queen Pageant. How might this event

might be perceived today? What did the festivities do for the community back then? 



Diversity
Head to the letter 'J'. Use the questions on the page and the text to explore and discuss your child’s

ethical judgement around the history of the Japanese Canadians and specifically, those living in

Britannia. 

Further Learning:

To learn more about the treatment of Japanese Canadians, go to humanrights.ca.

Disaster Strikes
Head to the letter 'P'. Facilitate a discussion between the differences and similarities of the pandemic

we face today and the pandemic the world faced in 1918.

Hint: 

Consider the role of medicine, technology and economical impacts. 

Head to the letter 'D'. Consider what would have happened if these disasters had taken place today.

How might the outcome be different?

Hint: 

You could discuss rescue operations, access to safety equipment and the role of technology.

Highway
Head to the letter 'H'. This page can be discussed on your way home. Use the quotes from the

residents of Britannia to help facilitate the discussion and answer the questions. Explore different

perspectives and why they may have felt this way. 

Hint: 

The highway connects people, just like technology and social media connect people today - but not

everyone thinks this is always a good thing. 

The End.
After you finish The Britannia Story, explore the rest of the letters in the exhibit. You can use the

displays and text to further encourage conversation and discussion about the town of Britannia, how

it ended and what it left behind. 

Hint:

Would you have done anything differently? If so, what would you do? Do you think towns like these

exist today? Do you think they are good or bad? Why?

Preserving the Past
This section is an opportunity to consider the roles of museums in preserving our history and telling

our stories. Use the question prompts to help your child consider significant moments in their life.

How would they represent their life in their own A-Z exhibit. How would they tell their story?


