
 

Copper & Its Uses Lesson Plan 
An Awesome Metal 

This lesson lets students discover the properties and uses of copper, one of the essential 
metals in society and one that dates back thousands of years. It is also a metal that can help in 
a sustainable future, in its use in green technologies and ability to be recycled infinitely.


This lesson was developed with an online learning environment in mind, designed to be a short 
project-based activity, using the internet as the main source of information. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, one focus for enhanced topical research could be copper’s impressive 
antimicrobial and antiviral properties.


COPPER & ITS USES LESSON PLAN 

AN AWESOME METAL

GRADE


4/5 to 7 suggested

LOCATION


Can be done virtually

ACTIVITY


Research online about copper’s properties and 
uses, and create a poster (or other presentation 
format) outlining their research. Reflection 
questions can be added for an enhanced activity.

CONTENT OVERVIEW 


Copper has many properties that make it useful in 
modern society. It is malleable, and an excellent 
conductor of heat / electricity and is infinitely 
recyclable. It also has excellent antimicrobial and 
antiviral properties.

ACTIVITY RESOURCES


• Worksheet found on pages at end of this document


Students can research themselves online to find suitable resources. However the following are 
suggestions you may wish to present to them.


• 8 minute video, ‘Copper - Periodic Table of Videos’, found on https://youtu.be/kop1sWzTK-I	 

• 3 1/2 minute video, ‘Copper: Infinitely Recyclable’ found on https://youtu.be/f2BhwrJJ-nc

• 2 1/2 minute video, ‘Copper Awareness’, found on https://youtu.be/-VZ3qD9Yjag
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POSSIBLE QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION


• Copper is a mined material. If copper will be in higher demand in the future as we move to a 
sustainable world, and as copper gets harder to find as we have already mined the easiest to reach 
deposits, how important is it that innovation and technology finds new ways to ‘mine’ our landfills; 
not just for copper but for many of the metals we use?


• How can students encourage their families to be more responsible consumers of electronics and 
other products that use copper (or other metals)?


ADDITIONAL RESOURCES OR SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES


• Instead of a poster, have students create a slideshow or video on copper


• Research the history of the use of Copper from the Chalcolithic and in ancient civilizations


• Have students explore copper recycling and come up with ideas to improve recycling rates


• Watch Groundbreaking the 15 minute movie on the Britannia Mine, one of BC’s great, former copper 
mines, found https://youtu.be/4b_xz9uf-lg


• The blog post ‘Copper in the Time of COVID’, exploring copper’s antimicrobial and antiviral 
properties and history, found https://www.britanniaminemuseum.ca/blogs/news/copper


https://youtu.be/4b_xz9uf-lg
https://www.britanniaminemuseum.ca/blogs/news/copper


 

Copper - An Awesome Metal! 

Copper may not be as valuable as gold or as sleek as stainless steel. But 
copper is an amazing metal, with properties that make it very useful to us. It is in 
our homes, our cars, our hospitals, our electronics and our currencies. It is 
everywhere. It is even a powerful antimicrobial and antiviral metal.


When we talk about a metal’s properties, we mean how it conducts electricity, or 
heat, or how easily it can be shaped, our how hard wearing it is.




In this activity, you are going to create a poster about copper.


In looking for ideas for your poster, do your research on where it is used. Can 
you find ideas from objects around your home? Use this space to write down a 
list of things containing copper. 


Now research copper’s properties and write down your findings here.
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COPPERCopper has many useful properties….

Some of the ways copper is used….

DID YOU KNOW?


