ENVIRONMENTAL JOURNEYS:
GOVERNMENT LEGISLATION

CHANGING ATTITUDES AND LAWS ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

In November of 1974 the Mine stopped producing. We say it closed at that
time, however closing the mine involved removing old equipment and
ensuring it meant the environmental standards of the day for mine closure.

Below is the correspondence between Anaconda and the Provincial
Government outlining the environmental requirements for the closure and
the proposed methods to meet them.

Anaconda did implement methods to meet the requirements of the closure,
so how did Britannia become a major pollution problem?

The time following Anaconda’s sale of its land through to the clean-up
project which began in 2001 is filled with battles between subsequent land
owners and government over what to do and who should do it.

The result of the inaction, and a lack of monitoring and maintenance of the
Mine, resulted first in the failure of the remediation infrastructure installed
by Anaconda, and subsequently the polluting of Britannia Creek and the
Britannia Beach intertidal zone.

If you wish to examine what was happening between government and the
land-holders in detail, ‘Environmental Journeys — The Missing Years’
presents the story of how Britannia became known as a major pollution
source following its closure.

Have your students research how environmental laws have changed in
Canada since the late 1960s. A good place to start is the BC Environment
Management Act. A list of the federal and provincial acts that effect mining
and mineral exploration in our province can be found here:
http://www.mining.bc.ca/our-focus/environmental-laws-regulations

Have them identify a current environmental issue assocliated with a mine or
proposed mine and discuss whether or not government is taking enough
action to address it.

A good place to begin this search is Google News with the term “mining
environment”.
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Genk]lemen:

Reguiremsnks Poestant ta the Pollution
Concral Aok, 1967, covoring discoen~

tinusnes of operatlons at the Anaconda
Aydizannia Mine, Britawodia Beach, B. C.

You are hereby codzred to collect and divect all mine drainage water
to the discharge =olnk knewm as the 4,100 foot portal awd to dischavge
thiz effluent via sues Ereatmenl works as approved by the Director o
Howe Bound chrough an appreved perwanent submerped eurfall pipeline.

The polnt of discharge in Hewe Sound sball he Iseated at a deplh of
at least onz hundred fopt helow the eurface of the water at low tide.

M1 rontaminated mive water shall ke dizested ehrowgh the fnfornal
mine worklngs using diversicn structurss, which are permznently con=
gbructed ol protectzd comsrere ar simllar materdal, properly bonded
to solld reck, 811 srewcturcs shell be adeguate te conbtrol the watex
flow vader 811 eonditions Lut shall not vesult dn a depth of wnter
preater bhan twelwe ipehes above "base of rail®.

Plang and dyawings are tn ke submitted to the Dircelor Lor approval
on o beforve December 1, 1974,

The sorka sre ma he consbruetied in accordance with approwsd plana ond
ghall bz put dnto operaticn in conjunstion with sther requircnonts
guch us toulbociog, raintenanze, eke,, all of which shall be debailed
in a swubsequant oxdex,

E Yrurs wery truly,
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ANACONDA BRITANNIA MINES

i BIVISION OF AHACODNDA CANADA LIMITED

BRITANHIA BEAC-, B.C. VOM IUD  PHOME [BO4) 408-2221
December 9, 1274,

W. M. Venables, F. Eng., -
Director, TR T
Pollution Control Branch, |.“JﬂUHm“JvﬁL&”mﬂE

Parliament Buildings, J
Wi e’ -
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Dear S5ir: . D

Re: Reguirements Pursuant to the Follution Control
2oL, 1967, Covering Discontinuance of Operaticns
at Anaconda Britannia Minces, Britannia Beach, B.C.

Cue to lack of ataff at Britannia, now Lhat the mine is
no longer producing, it has been neoessary for us to engage
Wastern Canadizn Hydraulic Laboratories Limited o design tho
fagilities reguicsd by your srder of Ooctober 25, 1874,

I am pleascd to say that the initial phase of the work
has now been complabed, Zat concerrn regarding the stabilily of
the subnerged slope which will suppart the pipeline has indi-
catad the need for 3oil investigationz. BRes a conseguence of
this unforescon complicalion and the difficulcy of expaditing
worTk over blhis period of the year, I am requasting that we ko
permitted to present our plans and drawings Lor agproval at
the end of Janouary.

TL is agrzad that sll centaminated mine watar will be
directed through =he internal mine working bo dissharge at tha
4100 wertal”. Howsvar, in order bto divert water on the 2300
level from the area of $1 shaft to #3 shafit an £-foot high dam
iz recommendec just norzh of %1 shaft as the rail height at #3
shaft iz 6.45 Zfeet higher than at #1 shafi. The dam will be
of concrere 13" thick and reinforcad with /8" rekar pienzd to
the =ill and walls and laid on 1 foot centres. The height of
the drift at the dam iz approrimately 10 feet.
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W. M. Venakle=s, ™. Eng.

T trust that thkie will be satis
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Decembar 9, 1374,

factory.

Youre =zinceraly,
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J. Lovering,
Manager.



