
Environmental Journeys: 

Government Legislation 

Changing attitudes and laws on Environmental Protection 

In November of 1974 the Mine stopped producing. We say it closed at that 
time, however closing the mine involved removing old equipment and 
ensuring it meant the environmental standards of the day for mine closure. 

Below is the correspondence between Anaconda and the Provincial 
Government outlining the environmental requirements for the closure and 
the proposed methods to meet them. 

Anaconda did implement methods to meet the requirements of the closure, 
so how did Britannia become a major pollution problem? 

The time following Anaconda’s sale of its land through to the clean-up 
project which began in 2001 is filled with battles between subsequent land 
owners and government over what to do and who should do it. 

The result of the inaction, and a lack of monitoring and maintenance of the 
Mine, resulted first in the failure of the remediation infrastructure installed 
by Anaconda, and subsequently the polluting of Britannia Creek and the 
Britannia Beach intertidal zone. 

If you wish to examine what was happening between government and the 
land-holders in detail, ‘Environmental Journeys – The Missing Years’ 
presents the story of how Britannia became known as a major pollution 
source following its closure. 

Have your students research how environmental laws have changed in 
Canada since the late 1960s. A good place to start is the BC Environment 
Management Act. A list of the federal and provincial acts that effect mining 
and mineral exploration in our province can be found here: 
http://www.mining.bc.ca/our-focus/environmental-laws-regulations 

Have them identify a current environmental issue associated with a mine or 
proposed mine and discuss whether or not government is taking enough 
action to address it.  

A good place to begin this search is Google News with the term “mining 
environment”. 







 


