
New Exhibit: Natural Miners

Britannia Mine Museum is thrilled to announce the opening of the Terralab exhibit.
This combined exhibit and lab space offers an innovative exploration of sustainable
mining, using the concept of plants as natural miners.

Focused on our ever-increasing knowledge of how metals and natural
systems interact, the exhibit draws examples from Canadian research,
such as the use of edible blueberries on remediated land, and
bromine detection in snow cover over mineral deposits.

Through these discoveries, visitors learn how plants
can play a vital role in site remediation, as well as 
shrinking the ecological footprint of
mineral exploration.

Visitors are also 
encouraged to consider 
their own views on natural 
resource extraction at our feature 
display, sculpted by local artist Ross 
Agro. A culturally significant tree sits over 
a valuable ore deposit. What should happen 
to the tree? What value does the visitor place
on the tree or the resource that lies beneath it?
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In adapting to the pandemic, our 
attention is on public programs. This will be 
a year of S.T.E.A.M. at the Museum, with the 
Terralab playing a central part. Our Live in the Lab 
series will bring COVID-safe programming to public or 
bubble groups, offering them the chance to engage with 
active experiments. In one such experiment, plants are grown in 
metal solutions to explore the effects of metal concentration 
on growth. 

When school visits are again feasible, we look forward to welcoming students 
back for programs such as Indicators (plants as indicators of metal deposits, including 
synchrotron analysis of metal uptake in rockweed), Legacies (Britannia’s environmental 
legacy) and Stakeholders (critical thinking game on mining impacts). 

In 2016, the Britannia Mine Museum embarked on 
a plan to convert the historic Assay Building into an 
exhibit and programming hub exploring the drive 
towards sustainable mining.

In 2019, the building underwent a complete 
renovation. The programming space opened to 
school groups in the fall. While students from 
grades 5 through 12 participated in hands-on, 
critical thinking programs, work continued on the 
development of the public exhibit space.

During 2020, the Museum has navigated the 
pandemic, pivoting to become a reputable safe 
place to visit in COVID-times. 
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Getting Here

The Museum gratefully acknowledges the following 
financial supporters and educational partners in the 
development of the TerraLab: Government of Canada, 
Province of British Columbia, Finning International, Teck 
Resources Inc., CIM Underground Mining Society, 
Canadian Mineral Processors (National), Jerome 
Renwick III Endowment Fund (Canadian Geological 
Foundation), EPCOR Utilities Inc., Prof. Neil Banerjee 
and Dr Lisa Van Loon /Western University.
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For more information please contact:

dmitchell@bcmm.ca  |  1.800.896.4044 ext. 255
BritanniaMineMuseum.ca/pages/terrralab 
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