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eX (ALL MODELS)

The upTOP™ eX rack series is designed to be the storage solution for toppers and bed racks. 
If you are installing the eX model along with one of our cab racks you should INSTALL THE 
CAB RACK FIRST so that you can level the eX load bars to the load bars on the cab rack. 
Most of the cab racks we offer do not have a lot of adjustability in the sitting height of the rack 
from the top of the cab so it is critical to have that unit installed first so that you can adjust the 
height of the eX with the included spacers. 

IMPORTANT NOTE BEFORE BEGINNING 
The eX racks are designed to attach to cargo tracks PRE-INSTALLED on most commercially 
available camper shells (toppers) today. Two popular brands are Thule™ and Yakima™. It is 
important that the tracks are already mounted to your topper and that you have the required 
threaded inserts that slide into those cargo tracks that your new eX rack will mount to. If you 
do not have the threaded inserts STOP with the installation and call/email us so that we can 
point you in the right direction for the specific manufacturer compatible parts you MUST 
HAVE. Due to manufacturer variations in width, depth and height we DO NOT supply the 
brand specific threaded inserts for cargo tracks. 

TOOLS REQUIRED 
4mm Allen wrench 
5mm Allen wrench 
7/16” wrench 
Level 
Blue Thread locking compound 

Make sure you have an adequate work area to assemble the eX rack. For reference you 
need an area about the size of the roof of your topper. DO NOT dump all the hardware 
from the bags into one big pile with the expectation of sorting them out as you go. The 
hardware for your eX rack was assembled into compartmented bags so that you do 
NOT use the inappropriate length or diameter fastener during the assembly and 
installation process. If you follow the instructions…..you’ll be done in an hour. If you 
wing it……it could take WEEKS.
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The amount of load bars and the required mounts will vary based on application. This 
exploded diagram will outline the terminology used throughout the instructions. The image in 
this diagram is shown with the FRONT of the rack and the TOP of the diagram.



STEP 1 

Start by unboxing your upTOP™ eX rack and inspecting all the parts for damage incurred 
during shipping. If you notice any damage take some pictures of it and email us with your 
ORDER NUMBER so that we can work with you to determine the best course of action to 
remedy any damage or missing parts. 

Lay the parts out to match the diagram on the previous page. PAY ATTENTION to the 
orientation of the parts. You will notice engraving on the parts and these can be used as 
indicators for orientation of front/rear and driver/passenger side.  

TIP 
The small squares at the front of the grooveTEK™ are for the mating connector of the 
quickWIRE™ (sold separately) to pass through. If you are using the quickWIRE™ harness go 
ahead and remove one of the tabbed squares and discard the cut out piece. Side cutters are 
useful for this but the aluminum left there is thin and easily removed. This is also a good 
indicator of the FRONT of the rack. 

Locate the two bags of hardware labeled: 
LOAD BARS 1&__ (would be the last in your total number of load bars for the rack) 
LOAD BARS 2-___(would be the total of your load bars minus 2) 

You have two different types of fastener because the front and rear load bar (1&___) hardware 
will be hidden by the armor once it is installed. We supply you with HEX nuts for those two load 
bars so that you can access them with a 7/16” wrench and adjust them as needed after 
assembly and installation. 

When installing the load bars it is important that the front and rear bar be SEATED ALL THE 
WAY BACK/FORWARD in the slot. This will square the rack and aide in alignment of the armor 
in later steps. It will also ensure that your measurements for the mount feet are parallel to one 
another when you proceed to install the rack to the cargo tracks. 

Your load bars will attach to your grooveTEK™ via the slots as seen in the diagram on the next 
page: 
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STEP 2 
With all the load bars installed your ready to proceed with attaching the armor and handles. 

Locate the bag of hardware labeled “Armor to grooveTEK™”. 

The amount of hardware will vary based on rack configuration but you should find 30mm 
m8x1.25 button head bolts, lock washers and some BLACK HDPE spacers. 

The following diagram shows the alignment of the armor to the grooveTEK™ and indicates 
where the grab handles will attach to in later steps. 

The remaining two holes will be used for attaching the lace plate that holds your grab handle in 
the center of the rack. Observe the smaller holes below the threaded holes in the grooveTEK™. 
Those holes are the insertion points for the clips that are built into the optional quickWIRE™ 
(optional/not included) harness for each respective rack build. 

Repeat the process for the other side of the rack and proceed to step 3. 

NOTE 
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 You will need to lace and attach the safety wire to each individual handle assembly before 
installing them onto the rack. We require you to tie the handles yourself so that you are adept 
at the process and can replace the paracord yourself  as it weathers and wears. upTOP™ 
recommends you inspect the paracord for wear, discoloration, fraying or general deterioration 
three times per year and replace as needed. The stainless steel retention safety wire will be 
cut when replacing paracord and we will furnish new kits of safety wire as needed free of 
charge. You can obtain the replacement retention kit by calling 720.730.6381 ext.104 or 
emailing micah@uptopoverland.com. The video for tying your handles can be found here:


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z2Ml48DhIBI&t=102s


Or simply go to youTUBE and type “upTOP handle” into the search tool.

mailto:micah@uptopoverland.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z2Ml48DhIBI&t=102s
mailto:micah@uptopoverland.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z2Ml48DhIBI&t=102s


STEP 3 
Grab handle lacing and mounting. 
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Grab Handle Exploded View

The above diagram explains the order of parts for attaching the grab handle assemblies to 
your rack system. Getting the second set of UTP spacers in between the armor and the 
grooveTEK™ while trying to align the fasteners can be tedious BUT it is imperative that the 
UTP spacers be seated in between the two parts of the rack. The UTP spacer acts as a 
damper against vibration the compound of the plastic was selected because of its ability to 
expand and contract in different climates. APPLY BLUE THREAD LOCKER to each fastener 
as you insert them into the rack and begin to tighten them. 


Attach the grab handles to the remaining locations with the hardware bag labeled “GRAB 
HANDLES” in the above manner. Using a 5mm Allen wrench seat the fasteners in place and 
torque to 21 ft. lbs. (Tight).



STEP 4 
Now you need to make some measurements of the installed cargo tracks on your topper and 
you will use that information to attach the feet to the UNDER SIDE of the LOAD BARS on the 
eX Rack. Good math here will make this an easy process and eliminate the need for adjusting 
on the roof of the topper after you sit it up there. 

 

Using a tape measure record the distance from CENTER to CENTER of the cargo tracks at the 
FRONT and BACK of the topper. You will be measuring from as close to the exact center as 
you can. The center is the open part of the channel that the fasteners will go into later. 

You’re now going to carry that measurement to the underside of the load bars on the eX rack. 
The position of them is NOT predetermined however a good rule of thumb is that you want them 
as close to the front and rear of the rack as you can get them for stability and rigidity. The width 
of the spacing is determined by the cargo tracks on your topper so there isn’t much you can do 
about that. 
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STEP 5 

Transfer the measurements from Step 4 to the load bars of the eX rack. On the short bed 
models you will have four attachment points. On the long bed models there will be six. 
For the short beds stay close to the front and rear and for the long bed the middle one needs to 
be as close to “centered” between the front and rear as you can get them. 

Locate the bag of hardware labeled “feet to rack”. You should have this: (you will also have a the 
corresponding amount of Tnuts for the flat bolts. They are not pictured in this diagram but will be 
shown in following steps.) 
 

The smaller squares with four holes in them are the spacers. In 99.99% of the applications we 
run across the configuration listed below levels to the roof rack load bars perfectly. This will vary 
obviously depending on topper make and model as some toppers have a pronounced dome to 
their roof and the cargo tracks will be in different places. It is acceptable to install small flat 
washers in between the spacers to get the exact match to your roof rack load bars for a level 
loading platform. Trial and error will net the best result. If you aren’t running a roof rack just 
install both spacers between the mount plate and the load bar and tighten everything up. APPLY 
BLUE thread locking compound to all fasteners before inserting them into the mounts. 

The following diagram will help with this step: 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The rack is shown UPSIDE DOWN for this step. The mounts attach to the BOTTOM of the 
load bars. DO NOT ATTACH to the top of the load bars. Match the measurements taken in 
step 4 for the mount feet. REMEMBER you are aligning the CENTER of the mount foot to the 
CENTER of the cargo track. Configuration for short bed shown (4 mounts) and the long bed 
version would have six total, three per side.
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The hardware kit includes some “drop-in” style stainless steel Tnuts. They are threaded for 
m6x1.00 and feature a ball bearing retainer to keep them in place. The ball bearing should 
face the inside of the load bar when it is inserted properly (you wouldn’t be able to see it 
when it is installed).


The alignment of the Tnuts will space themselves to align with the holes in the spacers and 
the mount feet if you place them in the load bar slots with the threaded holes facing away 
from each other. This will make it easier for you to start the fasteners.


With all the Tnuts installed you can work your way around the rack and insert all the flat top 
fasteners into the feet. The configuration below shows the order of things.


APPLY BLUE THREAD LOCKING COMPOUND to each flat top fastener and start them 
BY HAND to ensure you don’t cross thread the fastener. Using a 4mm Allen wrench you 
can fully tighten the fasteners once you verify the math and spacing from step 3 and 4.



STEP 6 

At this point you are ready to flip the rack back over to the correct orientation and put it onto the 
topper of your truck.  

The last of the hardware that you should have are some 16mm m6x1.00 button head bolts, loc 
washers and flat washers. You will be using more BLUE thread locking compound on this step 
as well. 

It takes TWO people to get these racks up and onto the roof. DO NOT attempt to do this on your 
own. Although the racks are light weight they are unwieldy to move around by yourself, OVER 
your head.  

With a person on each side take the rack up the back of the truck, over the topper and sit it on 
the topper. Don’t be concerned about placement at this time. You can position the rack once it is 
sitting on the topper. Just try to lay the mount feet onto the cargo tracks. 

Locate your threaded inserts for your cargo tracks. AGAIN these should be provided with your 
topper cargo tracks and are BRAND SPECIFIC. We DO NOT PROVIDE these with any eX rack 
configuration. Consult the cargo track manufacturer for part number. 

NOTE 

The cab and the bed of your truck flex at different angles. If you are installing the eX rack with 
an accompanying Alpha/Bravo cab rack you need to ensure there is .375” (3/8”) of spacing 
between the armor of the eX and the armor of the cab rack. This will eliminate the chance of the 
racks “rubbing” each other as the truck articulates on trails.  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STEP 6 

At this point you are ready to flip the rack back over to the correct orientation and put it onto the 
topper of your truck.  

The last of the hardware that you should have are some 16mm m6x1.00 button head bolts, loc 
washers and flat washers. You will be using more BLUE thread locking compound on this step 
as well. 

It takes TWO people to get these racks up and onto the roof. DO NOT attempt to do this on your 
own. Although the racks are light weight they are unwieldy to move around by yourself, OVER 
your head.  

With a person on each side take the rack up the back of the truck, over the topper and sit it on 
the topper. Don’t be concerned about placement at this time. You can position the rack once it is 
sitting on the topper. Just try to lay the mount feet onto the cargo tracks. 

Align the rack to the cargo tracks and install all the fasteners. Torque to 21 ft. lbs. with the 
thread locking compound installed to each fastener.  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NOTES 

Due to variations in toppers from different manufacturers a perfect alignment to the load bars on 
a cab rack may NOT be possible with just the included spacers. It may be necessary to use 
a combination of flat washers in between the spacers. The included hardware is the proper 
length for our standard configuration and the included hardware. If you are going to substitute 
with other washers/spacers it will be beneficial to source longer hardware at that time to offset 
the difference in the amount of height you are raising the rack. For reference the rack ships with: 

20mm m6x1.00 FLAT head 316 Stainless Steel Fasteners 

If you need to source longer hardware be sure to adhere to that thread pattern so the hardware 
maintains compatibility with the included Tnuts. 

Always check fasteners at regular intervals to ensure proper torque. This is especially 
true after trail trips. 

The weight and load capacity of any eX topper rack is substantially more than the load 
bearing properties of your topper. Please refer to topper owners manual for 
recommended load capacity for static and dynamic loads. 
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