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upTOP™ overland 

Thank you for choosing the upTOP™ ALPHA roof rack for your Tacoma This guide will walk you through 
the assembly and mounting of your rack and have you on the trail in no time. Before beginning 
installation please visually inspect all parts for any damage that might have occurred during shipping. 
The TACO rack is over 5 feet  long and shipping companies are not always friendly with large packages. 
If you notice any damage please contact us immediately so we can work with you to rectify any issues 
that arrive upon arrival to you.


REQUIRED TOOLS 

4,5,6mm Allen wrench 
5/32” Allen wrench 
13mm open end wrench and/or tight clearance ratchet and socket 
BLUE thread locker (NOT INCLUDED) 
RTV Silicone (NOT INCLUDED) 
7/16” Open end wrench 

IMPORTANT NOTES ABOUT INSTALLATION 

The fully assembled TACO rack weighs 45 pounds when fully assembled and is 52.5” wide and 64” long. 
IT IS NOT RECOMMENDED that you attempt to install the product onto your truck alone. It’s next to 
impossible to get the rack into the air and onto the truck alone without causing substantial damage to 
yourself or the vehicle. 

BE SURE the area around the vehicle is clear of obstacles and ALWAYS take the rack up over the hood 
of the truck and walk it to the rear of the vehicle during installation. FOLD THE MIRRORS into the vehicle  
to give yourself some added clearance. If the vehicle has a suspension lift or aftermarket tires installed 
on it a pair of step ladders would be AWESOME for you to have to complete the installation. 

 WEIGHT RESTRICTIONS AND LOADING 

The upTOP™ ALPHA is capable of holding more weight that the OEM mount points of your roof. Please 
use common sense (if you don’t have any call us and we will provide for free during normal business 
hours) when loaded the rack with tents, gear, etc….and as best you can always EVENLY distribute the 
weight across the load bars of the rack. Because of inertia in the event of a crash the weight load 
capacity of the rack is SUBSTANTIALLY HIGHER when the vehicle is parked. Always adhere to vehicle 
owners manual for “Dynamic” (moving) weight limitations of your vehicles roof. 

WARRANTY 

upTOP™ overland provides a limited lifetime warranty to the original purchaser of the product and will 
repair or replace at our sole discretion any components or parts that prove to be defective aside from 
normal wear and tear items. upTOP™ overland is not responsible for damage due to negligence, lack of 
maintenance or general alcohol induced stupidity and especially dares from friends under similar 
circumstances.

Components



COMPONENTS 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STEP 1 

Lay the various parts out onto the floor. DO NOT open all the hardware bags and dump them 
into a large pile. Years of experience allow us to tell the difference between 40 and 50mm bolts 
from 10 feet away but we doubt you have the same super power and the hardware that 
accompanies your rack is very specific. LEAVE THE hardware IN THE BAGS THEY COME IN 
until instructed otherwise. 

Locate the two (2) grooveTEK™ sides and seven (7) load bars. The grooveTEK™ are the long 
pieces with the grooved cut outs and slots across the top of them. Notice that they are scribed 
with DR (Driver) and PS (Passenger) identifiers. The scribe writing should face away from the 
load bars during assembly and the ends of the grooveTEK™ with the scribe writing are the 
REAR of the rack. This matters because the from of the grooveTEK™ are notched for clearance 
of the front fairing. 

Place all seven load bars on the ground with the grooveTEK™ for the driver and passenger side 
out beside them. Locate the bag of hardware labeled (Load bars 1&7) and remove the hex 
bolts, washers, and lock washers. The very front and very rear load bars need to be attached to 
the grooveTEK™ with this hardware. The bolts are hex so that you can use the 7/16” wrench to 
reach between the armor and grooveTEK™ when assembled to adjust the load bars. Inserts the 
fasteners with the lock washer nearest the bolt head and then finally the flat washer. Each load 
bar will get two bolts per side. 

Temporarily slide the forward load bar ALL THE WAY FORWARD and the rear load bar ALL THE 
WAY BACK to “square” the rack for assembly. If you skip this step you could end up with the 
right side of your rack uneven with the left side of your rack and when you attempt to mount to 
the OEM bolt holes one side isn’t going to line up properly. SQUARE THE RACK NOW. 

NOTE: 
The 3rd Gen Tacoma antenna has to be removed, taken apart and 
replaced with our thinFIN™ antenna cap. The instructions for this 
are in the rear of this guide but you need to perform that task 
before you try and mount the rack to the roof of your Tacoma. 2nd 
Gen Tacoma trucks DO NOT require this modification. 

Load bars 2-6 will attach to the grooveTEK™ with the bag labeled (load bars 2-6) which 
contains the 1/4-20 Button head screws and lock washers. Again each load bar requires four 
pieces of hardware (two per side).  It is recommended that you do not completely tighten load 
bars 2-6 until after installation is completed. This will allow you to adjust the load bars for gear 
attachment and minimize the chance of the lock washers biting into the powder coat finish until 
you are ready for that to happen. For now SNUG is fine. 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MOUNT FEET 

The TACO rack will attach to your truck with four specialized mount feet. These feet have been 
heat bent and TIG reinforced to provide maximum storage and transit weights without the need 
for the middle foot attachment point on your roof. To attach the mount feet to your rack locate 
the bag of hardware labeled “feet to rack”. These HEX bolts will allow you to reach between the 
armor and grooveTEK™ after installation to tighten the feet fully. For now attach each foot to the 
rack in the following manner, applying BLUE THREAD LOCKER to each fastener: 

 

Left Rear mount foot is shown but assembly is the same for all four feet. The mount foot 
goes to the INSIDE of the grooveTEK.  
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At this stage of assembly if you are installing our scenePODS™, fairing lighting or the optional 
quickWIRE™ harnesses you are encouraged to install the necessary wiring for these circuits. 
For installation of the upTOP quickWIRE™ harness consult the instructions included or emailed 
to you for that product. If you are going to cowboy the electrical portion and do it yourself be 
advised that all electrical circuits should be fused accordingly to protect the vehicle from 
damage caused by faulty equipment. Wiring without proper fusing will BURN. Verify all circuits 
with a Digital Multimeter (DMM) before interfacing. 

SIDE ARMOR 
The armor for your rack provides an additional level of strength to the frame of the rack and also 
provides the benefit(s) of: 

Discrete/protected wiring for your lights 
Cosmetic color matching options 
Supports the front fairing allowing for our integrated lighting options 
 

  

   Locate the two included pieces of side armor. These are the long pieces with the angled 
“vents” towards the front of them. You will notice the knock outs for scenePODS™ also have 
engraving to identify each side (DR-Driver, PS-Passenger) the upTOP™ “U” logo should be at 
the rear of the rack. 

Find the bag of hardware labeled “armor to grooveTEK”. In that bag you will have the 30mm m8 
fasteners, lock washers and black UTP spacers that will push the armor away from the 
grooveTEK and allow the wiring channel to be utilized. Initial attachment of the armor is with one 
30mm bolt assembly at the front and rear of the rack. The provided grab handles will complete, 
stabilize and secure the middle of the armor to the rack in the coming steps. 

Slide a 30mm bolt into a lock washer and pass it through the corresponding hole in the armor. 
Once the bolt is passed through the hole slide a black UTP spacer over the exposed threads 
and align the fastener into the threaded hole at the front or rear of the rack. If doesn’t matter 
which end you start on. Repeat the process for the driver and passenger side. (4 per side) 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WIRING
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THE 30MM BOLT WITH LOCK WASHER PASSED THROUGH THE ARMOR AND 
THE SPACER IS PLACED BETWEEN THE ARMOR AND THE GROOVETEK. 
APPLY BLUE THREAD LOCKER TO ALL FOUR BOLTS USED IN THIS STEP.

The additional four exposed holes in each piece of armor are for the included GPCA grab 
handles. You will need to lace and attach the safety wire to each individual handle assembly 
before installing them onto the rack. We require you to tie the handles yourself so that you are 
adept at the process and can replace the paracord yourself  as it weathers and wears. 
upTOP™ recommends you inspect the paracord for wear, discoloration, fraying or general 
deterioration three times per year and replace as needed. The stainless steel retention safety 
wire will be cut when replacing paracord and we will furnish new kits of safety wire as needed 
free of charge. You can obtain the replacement retention kit by calling 720.730.6381 ext.104 
or emailing micah@uptopoverland.com. The video for tying your handles can be found here:


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z2Ml48DhIBI&t=102s


Or simply go to youTUBE and type “upTOP handle” into the search tool.

mailto:micah@uptopoverland.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z2Ml48DhIBI&t=102s
mailto:micah@uptopoverland.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z2Ml48DhIBI&t=102s
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Grab Handle Exploded View

The above diagram explains the order of parts for attaching the grab handle assemblies to 
your rack system. Getting the second set of UTP spacers in between the armor and the 
grooveTEK™ while trying to align the fasteners can be tedious BUT it is imperative that the 
UTP spacers be seated in between the two parts of the rack. The UTP spacer acts as a 
damper against vibration the compound of the plastic was selected because of its ability to 
expand and contract in different climates. APPLY BLUE THREAD LOCKER to each fastener 
as you insert them into the rack and begin to tighten them. 



Front Fairing Installation 
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If you have a light bar cut option in your front fairing you will mount the light bar in the front 
fairing before attaching the fairing to the rack assembly. Do not spend a lot of time on 
aligning the light bar inside the front fairing. You will aim and final tighten the light bar once 
the electrical wiring is completed and the rack is installed on the truck. The following 
drawings are for the Extreme LED x6s Slim 38 light bar but the installation of other light bars 
is nearly identical. The fairings ship with all the hardware, spacers and brackets for the 
specific light bar the fairing is cut for.

The side view shows the order of hardware and spacers to affix the light bar to the bracket. 
The “X” pattern in the bracket allows for vertical and horizontal movement inside the fairing 
for perfect alignment of the light through the fairing. We suggest leaving these fasteners hand 
tight until you are finished aiming the lights and then tighten everything up. Pass the 50mm 
m8x1.25 fastener through a flat washer, then through the light bar bracket, and finally through 
the aluminum spacer (x6s ONLY) and thread the m8 fastener into the threaded holes in your 
light bar. Repeat the process on both sides and only tighten the fasteners tight enough that 
the light bar doesn’t rattle around. Once you have the left and right brackets attached to the 
light bar(s) you can move to attach to the fairing.
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The design of the integrated fairing nests the light bar inside the fairing and in proper 
alignment the light bar will be offset (higher) than the holes cut in your fairing to allow 
the light to pass through. This minimizes “glow back” reflection on the hood of your 
vehicle which can be distracting. 


To align your light bar (aim) we have a pretty steadfast method for you to try. Find a 
parking lot with a large building in it. Park the truck 200 feet from a nice, flat wall. Turn 
on your light bar. Using a ladder access the light bar and shift it around in the brackets 
until the beam of light is 8” off the ground at 200 feet. Through testing we have found 
this to be the best alignment for faster speeds on night runs on trails. 
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Rack to truck preparation 

If your Tacoma has a factory roof rack you will need to remove it at this point. There are 
countless videos on youtube for removing the plastic trim to access the factory bolts but if you 
go to www.tacomaworld.com and search for “tacoma roof rack removal” you will find it with no 
problem. 

With the factory rack removed you need to clean the pocket areas and make sure they are 
free of grime and debris so that your sealant has a clean surface to adhere to during the 
installation. 

If your Tacoma did not have a factory roof rack you will need to remove the black rubber 
weather strips on both sides of the truck. These simply pry up from the rear of the truck and 
remove by lifting up towards the front. Some trucks have a foam adhesive tape securing the 
rubber trim in some spots. You will need to remove that as well. The rubber seals are formed 
to be side specific so if you plan to cut or “punch” your seals for the spacers you will be wise to 
label them as you remove them. 

The following steps cover the process of “punching” the seals and this DOES require a 
specific tool that is NOT included with your roof rack. You will require a 19mm tapered punch 
and a large hammer. The punch that we use can be found here: 

https://www.amazon.com/uxcell-Leather-Gasket-Strap-Hollow/dp/B01N9S6ISD/ref=sr_1_5?
keywords=19mm+punch&qid=1568309184&sr=8-5 

http://www.tacomaworld.com
https://www.amazon.com/uxcell-Leather-Gasket-Strap-Hollow/dp/B01N9S6ISD/ref=sr_1_5?keywords=19mm+punch&qid=1568309184&sr=8-5
https://www.amazon.com/uxcell-Leather-Gasket-Strap-Hollow/dp/B01N9S6ISD/ref=sr_1_5?keywords=19mm+punch&qid=1568309184&sr=8-5
http://www.tacomaworld.com
https://www.amazon.com/uxcell-Leather-Gasket-Strap-Hollow/dp/B01N9S6ISD/ref=sr_1_5?keywords=19mm+punch&qid=1568309184&sr=8-5
https://www.amazon.com/uxcell-Leather-Gasket-Strap-Hollow/dp/B01N9S6ISD/ref=sr_1_5?keywords=19mm+punch&qid=1568309184&sr=8-5


PUNCHING THE SEALS 
Under the factory rubber seals towards the front and rear of the truck locate the tape seal 
applied at the factory. These are painted the same color as the truck but can be identified easily 
by their size. The strips are .625” wide and 3.0” long and usually have a permanent marker 
stripe drawn on them as part of the inspection process of the truck assembly. There is NO 
NEED to remove these. If you press your finger around on them you will feel two (2) holes under 
each one. Using a hobby knife or small razor blade use the hole as a template and remove the 
plastic seal tape from the area around the holes.  

NOTE: 
There is also a tape strip in the center of the channel between the front and rear door of the 
truck. DO NOT CUT OR REMOVE THIS TAPE. You will only be attaching fasteners in the front 
and rear locations on each side. 

With the holes trimmed you will be able to see the threaded inserts installed by Toyota for the 
factory roof rack attachment points. Apply masking tape to the inside of the channel and mark 
the center of each hole. This is going to help you align the rubber seals to be punched in the 
coming steps. It should look like this: 
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CENTER OF EACH HOLE IS INDEXED
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INSTALL THE RUBBER SEAL AND TRANSFER THAT CENTER MARK TO THE 
RUBBER GASKET. TRIM THE MASKING TAPE THAT GOES OVER THE RUBBER 
SEAL AT EACH SIDE AND REMOVE THE SEALS FROM THE TRUCK AGAIN.

TRANSFER THE MARKS AND GRAB YOUR PUNCH AND HAMMER. IT’S TIME 
TO BE LOUD.



 
It should go without saying here that safety equipment should be employed for this part of the 
installation. You are swinging a large hammer at a tiny object with a pretty decent amount of 
force. DO NOT MISS. I can appreciate that you are tough but even Chuck Norris would cry if he 
took a full swing with a hammer. Any evidence to the contrary is fake news. 

Repeat the process for both the driver and passenger side seals. You will have a total of eight 
(8) punched holes, FOUR per side when you are ready for the next step. 

SEALANT 
We use a specific sealant for waterproofing the attachment points to the roof of your truck. 
Permatex RTV BLACK sealant provides the proper seal and allows the rack fasteners to be 
removed fairly easily should the need ever arise. This product can be obtained at any auto parts 
store in your area. One tube will be more than enough to complete the installation. 

The part number we use is #82180 and it looks like the image on the following page: 
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THERE IS A METAL SPINE IN THE RUBBER SEAL THAT MUST BE CUT 
THROUGH COMPLETELY TO REMOVE THE RUBBER PLUG TO CLEAR THE 
HOLE FOR THE SPACER. WE PLACE THE RUBBER SEAL ON A BLOCK OF 
WOOD TO AVOID DAMAGING THE END OF IT.
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TYPICAL COST IS ABOUT $10 AT ANY AUTO PARTS STORE. 



Application 

It is recommended that you were gloves (rubber/latex/butyl NOT CLOTH) for this step. Using 
the nozzle provided with the RTV dispense the sealant INTO each of the eight factory bolt 
locations. As you fill the threaded area work your way out of each hole and apply a glob of 
silicone approximately 3/4” diameter centered over each hole. This will provide a “seat” for the 
aluminum spacer and will give you the best seal of the factory hole to prevent water leaking into 
the truck. Filling the holes entirely eliminates the need for you to apply sealant to each fastener 
as you install it which would make the most epic mess you’ve ever encountered. 

After the sealant is applied you can place one aluminum spacer over each location for the 
factory bolt holes. 

Fitting the rack to the roof 

The next few steps involve getting the assembled rack up off the ground and onto the roof of 
your Tacoma. It is good practice to ensure the area around your vehicle is free from obstruction 
and that you have a clear foot path from the from of the truck and around both the driver and 
passenger side of the truck. Things like: Tricycles, dogs, your marble collection and anything 
else that could have been used to deter the Wet Bandits in Home alone have NO PLACE near 
your vehicle right now.  

TEAM LIFT 

A minimum of two people are required to get the Tacoma rack onto the truck. Fold the mirrors in 
on the truck to allow a little extra room during the process. Lift the rack from the sides with each 
of you standing in the center of the outside of each side. Lift the rack up over your head with 
your arms extended (like you’re at a concert) and walk the rack OVER the hood of the Tacoma 
and onto the roof of the truck. It is beneficial if you can have a third person to receive the rack 
by standing in the truck bed to help guide the rack onto the truck. All you will do at this point is 
get the rack seated onto the truck by placing the attached mounting feet over the aluminum 
spacers. Once the rack is generally positioned have your helper(s) keep the rack stationary 
while you begin to install the fasteners. 

Fasteners 

Have a few paper towels, and something that you can use to stick through the slot in each 
mount foot to align the spacer to the factory hole in your drip rails. BY HAND insert each 
fastener until all eight are started. Locate the bag of hardware labeled “RACK TO ROOF”. It is 
CRUCIAL that you install the fasteners BY HAND or with with an Allen wrench at this point. DO 
NOT use power tools for this. If you use POWER TOOLS you stand a really good chance of 
cross threading your factory attachment points and your day is going to be SO MUCH WORSE 
than it could have been. Once you have ALL EIGHT(8) fasteners started and you are sure that 
they are not cross threading you may work your way around the rack and tighten each fastener.  

Celebratory Dance and Followup 

The installation would be complete at this point minus any wiring that needs to be completed 
inside the vehicle. Crack a cold one and revel in the greatness that now covers the once 
unusable void atop your truck. Post up some photos to Instagram or facebook and be sure to 
tag @uptopoverland so we can exploit all your hard work to grow our brand and eventually 
become millionaires. 
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The upTOP thinFIN™ is a simple solution to allow you full use of your roof rack and the load 
bars that come with it. It’s also a nifty way of getting wires into the cabin of your truck in a 
way that can be concealed for lease or fleet vehicles that need to be returned to factory 
condition. These modifications are NOT permanent. If you are unsure of your ability to 
complete minor electrical work, don’t have a DIGITAL MULTIMETER, or cannot follow 
instructions we STRONGLY suggest you take this product to a qualified technician and pay 
them to perform the installation.


Installation requires you to drill a hole through the roof of your truck that will be hidden 
under the foot print of your factory antenna. Use APPROPRIATE SAFETY GEAR when 
performing this task. Metal in the EYE is…..no fun at ALL. 

Step 1

Gain access to factory antenna nut. This is buried in your headliner directly under your shark 
fin antenna visible on the outside of your truck. To get to the nut you will need to take apart 
some of the rear of your truck. Specifically:


The two (2) cargo hooks located above your rear window. 
The two (2) grab handles located above your rear door openings on the passenger and 
drivers side of your truck. 
The rear “C” pillars which are the pieces of plastic your seatbelts are sticking out of at 
the top of your seats on the left and right. 

Start by removing the plastic caps that retain the cargo hooks. If you use a flashlight and look 
closely at the sides you will see a small indention on either side of the cap. The cap is visible 
as the second piece of plastic closest to you when looking at the cargo hook. Look for the 
seam where the two pieces touch each other. This is where you will pry them out.


Using a pick tool, a small flat head screw driver or similar simply work into the small indention 
until the cap pops out enough for you to gain access and pull the cap out of the socket. You 
will have to work on both sides of the cap (left and right) as there are two indentions and each 
one has to be pried against to release the cap. Once the cap is out you will see a shiny metal 
clip. Pinch that clip with needle nose pliers and gently pull it from the inside of the cargo 
hook.


Once that metal clip is out you can just unsnap the cargo hook. Repeat the process for the 
second cargo hook.

thinFIN™ Install Guide



Step 2


Grab Handles. 


The retention system for the grab handles is very similar to the cargo hook except the metal 
clips are a little smaller. Find those indentions and pry the cap(s) off. There are two (2) caps per 
grab handle. Once those caps are removed you will again see the shiny metal clips. Pinch them 
with needle nose pliers and remove them. The grab handle will now release from the headliner. 
Repeat the process on the driver and passenger side.


Step 3


SRS Cap.


The C pillars are held in place by some clips that are hidden behind the panels (easy to pop 
out) and one (1) 10mm bolt hidden behind the “SRS Airbag” cap. Push against the top of the C 
pillar towards the outside of the truck and the plastic will separate enough for you to get a 
small flat head screw driver in to pop the SRS cap out. This will give you access to the 10mm 
bolt that has to be removed so you can pop the rest of the C pillar loose. DO NOT just jam a 
screwdriver into the SRS cap. You WILL damage the soft plastic edge. As the instructions 
say…push hard at the top of the C pillar and a seam will open up at the top of the SRS cap 
and you can pry it out from there with no damage. Repeat the process on both the driver and 
passenger side of the truck.


Step 4


Remove the rubber trim gasket from around the driver and passenger rear door. You don’t have 
to take it off completely but you will need it out of your way to drop the rear of the headliner. If 
you remove them completely please LABEL them with masking tape as one side does not fit 
the other side of the truck. There are no clips holding the rubber gasket in. You will just use 
your fingers to work it off the pinch weld and out of your way.


With the rubber gaskets pulled down or removed shine your flash light behind the C pillars. You 
will see some WHITE plastic clips. Those are the remaining retention points for removing your 
C pillars. GENTLY tug the panel out towards the center of the truck and you will hear them 
release. The plastic holding them in the panel is stronger than the plastic the clip is made of so 
you might pull some clips out while you are removing the panel. No worries. You can just tug 
them out and replace them into the C pillar before re-installation.


It may be useful to loosen the lower C pillar to allow the upper C pillar to fully come out and lay 
in the seat. There are no mechanical fasteners in the lower C pillar. Only plastic clips. If you 
need to remove it or loosen it just pull it out from the edge where the rubber gasket was at 
towards the center of the truck and it will come out enough to release the upper C pillar. With 
the C pillars removed gently tug down on your headliner from the rear of the truck and it will 
come down enough to gain access to the antenna nut.
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Step 5


Factory Antenna Removal.


Once you have the headliner dropped you will see the factory antenna nut. Using a 21mm 
wrench ( or an adjustable end wrench ) loosen the antenna nut until it comes off. Trace the 
wiring from the antenna to the passenger side and locate the WHITE plug. Disconnect that plug 
and release the antenna cable from the clips running along the back of your truck. Once that is 
done you can push the entire shark fin antenna up and it will release from the roof. Remove it 
and take it to a clean environment.


Step 6


Antenna modification.


Flip the antenna over and you will see 6 Phillips head screws. Remove those and sit them 
aside. DO NOT DISCARD. THEY WILL BE USED AGAIN.


With the screws out you can separate the shark fin from the base. 


The shark fin will not be used again but you should keep it in a secure place so that it 
can be installed back onto the truck later in life. 

Inside the antenna housing you will see a circuit board like this:
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Step 6 (Continued)


Locate the coil of small wire sent with your thinFIN kit. It is going to be soldered into the small 
aluminum receiver port that the metal stalk sticking out of your shark fin plugged into. This wire 
MUST be soldered. These vehicles operate in an off-road environment and connections MUST

Be secure.


Solder the coil of wire into the receiver. It should look like this:





You will stuff this into the housing before putting it all back together but for now it can hang 
loose. 


Notice the hole in the open aluminum towards the bottom of the above photo. This is the .500” 
hole that you need to drill in order to pass the wiring through the thinFIN into the cabin of your 
truck. DRILL THE ANTENNA FIRST and then sit the antenna on the truck and use it as a guide 
to mark the hole you will drill through the roof of the truck. DON’T WORRY….this hole will be 
hidden by the antenna and the factory rubber boot will seal out any water that might enter 
through the hole. 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Step 7


The hole.


It is YOUR responsibility in the next step to verify the proper location to drill so that the 
hole in the antenna aligns with the hole in your roof. It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY in the 
next STEP to VERIFY the PROPER LOCATION to DRILL so that the HOLE in the 
ANTENNA ALIGNS with the HOLE in YOUR ROOF. 

^We said that TWICE FOR A REASON.


With the hole drilled in the antenna cut a slit in the rubber gasket/seal of the factory antenna 
base so that you can pass the wires through it in the coming steps. Before routing any wire 
through the thinFIN cap PLACE THE ANTENNA BASE ONTO THE ROOF OF THE TRUCK IN 
THE PROPER ALIGNMENT and mark through the hole you drilled int the aluminum of the 
antenna base with a SHARPIE.


Using a 1/8” drill bit make a PILOT hole in the CENTER of the sharpie mark you made. We use 
a step bit (also called a UNIBIT) to make this hole in our shop. If you do not have one you will 
need to work from 1/8” pilot drill bit up to 1/2” drill bit in small increments to avoid heavy, hot 
metal chips from flying. THIS IS THE PART YOU SHOULD BE WEARING SAFETY GLASSES.


Step 8


Now that the hole is drilled most of the hard work is behind you. From here you will push the 
provided 6 wire harness through one of the openings of the thinFIN. The other hole is there for 
other wiring you might need to add for things you figure out you need over time. All SIX wires 
will fit through one side of the thinFIN. APPLY A SEALANT (we use silicone) to both holes after 
the wiring is complete and reassemble the antenna by placing the thinFIN cap over the factory 
antenna base and installing the six screws you removed earlier.


When installing the modified antenna back onto the truck route the wiring we provided you 
through the 1/2” hole you drilled in step 7. The factory antenna plug should route back through 
the hole you removed it from earlier. Snap the antenna into place and re-install the factory 
antenna base nut that you removed earlier.


Route the factory antenna harness back where it came from and plug it back into the mating 
WHITE connector.


Inside your truck the harness that we sent you is long enough to run along the headliner of the 
DRIVERS SIDE of the truck and should reach the otherwise useless pocket located to the lower 
left of your steering wheel.


A note about the wiring for the thinFIN: 

These wires do not “belong” anywhere specific. We are simply providing you a taped up 
bundle of 6 automotive 18 gauge primary wires so that you can save yourself the 
headache of removing the headliner in the future to wire your lights. It is at your 
discretion where the wires connect to, what color wire you use for a specific function, or 
how you terminate them. We provide one (1) DT Waterproof 6 pin connector as a mate to 
allow you to remove the roof rack from your truck should the need arise without cutting 
your main wiring harness. 
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With the thinFIN modification complete you can now re-assemble your Tacoma in the reverse 
order that you took it apart. 


Just a heads up:


It is easier to install the metal retaining clips into the cargo hooks and grab handles by placing 
them on the protrusion of the cap rather than trying to stick them back into the holes on their 
own and then forcing the caps into place.


If you were in a wicked rush and threw everything into one pile earlier (shame on you) and you 
are confused about which metal clips go where………you have four (4) of one kind and two (2) 
of the other kind. The grab handles take two each, so there are four total. The remaining two 
are for the cargo hooks.


Please verify all electrical circuits before terminating wiring.  

Technical support is available M-F 8am-4pm by calling 720.730.6381 or 24/7 on the web 
by emailing: 

micah@uptopoverland.com or drew@uptopoverland.com  
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