
              
            

Thank you very much for choosing upTOP™ overland for your adventure 
gear. We know you are excited to get this thing on the north end of your rig 
but PLEASE take a few minutes to read through this instruction manual and 
familiarize yourself with the parts, our terminology and the hardware 
assortment. If at any point you are uncomfortable performing this 
installation on your own go to a professional installation center and have 
them perform the installation. 

Tools Required: 
5/32 Allen Wrench 
5mm Allen wrench 
6mm Allen Wrench 
13mm Open End or Ratchet Wrench 
RIVNut Tool 
Drill Bit (Provided) 
Threadlocker (Blue NOT Red) 

Contents: 
(2) grooveTEK Sides 
(2) armorTEK sides  
(1) Front Fairing* 
(4) Mounting Feet 
(7) Load Bars 
(1) Epic Bag of Hardware 

You will need an area at least  72” by 60” to assemble your Alpha™ rack system. Be sure the area is clear 
and the path to your truck is unobstructed as you will need to lift the rack onto the truck and sit it in place. 
Keep the area free from kids, roller skates, dogs, dog toys, garden hoses, rakes, shovels, marbels and 
any other items that might impede your ability to get the rack onto the truck in a safe and practical 
manner. The bravo™ roof rack weighs approximately 64 pounds when fully assembled (not including any 
light bar you might have installed) and is awkward to lift. upTOP™ recommends that you have an extra 
pair of capable hands to assist in getting the rack onto the truck. DO NOT DO THIS ALONE. 
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Step 1 
Remove and unpack the box. Be sure not to discard any packing materials until after the 
installation. upTOP™ uses a mix of bubble wrap and shrink wrap to secure the parts during 
shipment. Hardware will be located in small bags, located inside larger bags as a kit. The 
smaller bags will contain colored dots that correspond to specific steps of the assembly and 
installation. DO NOT just empty all the nuts, bolts, washers, spacers, lock nuts, lock washers, 
handles (if applicable), paracord, etc….into one large pile and sort through it as time goes on. If 
you follow our steps you’ll have your rack on your truck in no time.  

Visually inspect the parts for damage during shipment. If you notice any damage STOP and call/
email us so that we can assist you in accessing the damage. 

Start with your two (2) grooveTEK sides and two load bars.They look like 
this: 

Actual parts may vary slightly but the process for ALL uptOP™ rack assembly is the exact same.  

2278 Manatt Court C9 Castle Rock, Colorado 80104 720.730.6381 
www.uptopoverland.com

http://www.uptopoverland.com


The Colorado Alpha Rack has a total of seven(7) load bars. Find the bag labeled “load bars” 
and count out the bolts and lock washers. You should have 28 of EACH. Go ahead and place a 
lock washer onto each bolt.  

Start in the middle of the rack assembly and using the 5/32” Allen install the first two load bars. 
Each load bar gets (2) bolts at each end (2) lock washers. 4 Total per bar.  

Once you have the first two set in place and installed you can continue with the other five load 
bars until all 7 are tightened. 

Step 2 
Now locate the armorTEK (or Side Armor) for your rack. There will be a bag of hardware for this 
step as well marked “armor to Gtek”.  

The color coded dots attached to your rack parts during shipment will point out where the 
fasteners go and you can remove them one at a time as you are ready to insert the fastener. To 
attach the armor to the grooveTEK you will use the 30mm m8x1.25 fasteners as well as a lock 
washer and a black plastic spacer. Apply a small amount of blue thread locker to each fastener 
as you pass them through the armor and start the threads. 
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(Step 2 cont…) 
The black plastic spacer goes between the armor and the grooveTEK. Always 
insert and tighten these by hand. DO NOT use power tools for this. The tapped 
aluminum bodies of the grooveTEK are not intended to be tightened to more than 
21-23 foot pounds. When the lock washer seats flat you’ve got the fastener tight 
enough. 

Step 3-Front Fairing 

Because the Colorado roof rack goes on the truck as one assembled unit you 
can go ahead and install the front fairing.  

NOTE: If you are installing a light bar you will want to install it BEFORE you 
install the from fairing. It is possible to adjust the alignment of the light bar inside 
the fairing housing once it is installed but life will be MUCH easier if you do the 
initial installation when the rack is on the ground. 

Locate the bag of hardware labeled “front fairing”. The 40mm m8x1.25 bolts as 
well as the spacers, washers and lock nuts will be used for this step. Using a 
5mm Allen and a 13 mm wrench you can install the 4 bolts for the fairing.  

This view is from inside the rack, looking 
forward. You will see the washer and lock 
nut go on the inside of the front fairing. 
The spacer goes between the armor and 
the fairing itself .  

DO NOT use thread on nylon lock nuts 
like those provided with your rack. 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Step 4 

Grab Handles.  

We ship the grab handle kit to you unassembled. The reason for this is service. Once a 
year you need to replace your paracord for your handles. Inspect them regularly for 
wear and degradation from UV/elements and replace the paracord as needed. 

We have a poorly edited, mildy comical video on YouTUBE for tying the grab handles 
and installing the safety retention wire. Should you need replacement retention wire or 
fasteners just email us and we provide them free of charge for the lifetime of your rack. 

Here is the link to the video: (search upTOP Handle) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z2Ml48DhIBI 

You will tie all four handles and install them to the rack body in the remaining holes NOT 
used by the side armor attachment. Two grab handles per side. The grab handle 
spacers and hardware are in their own bag. The spacer orientation is like this: 
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The next few steps involve the actual mounting of the rack to the roof. The Colorado 
DOES require that you mark and drill the drip rails and install the provided RIVnuts to 
allow the m6 threads required for attaching your rack to your roof. 

Step 5 

The factory drip rail covers must be removed to gain access to the channels on the 
driver and passenger side that you will be marking and drilling. Unlike the Tacoma the 
Colorado drip rail covers are metal and instead of adhesive they are held in place by 
some plastic fasteners. 

Start at the back of the truck just above the back window. With a small plastic pry tool (if 
you don’t have one you can wrap masking tape on a small flat head screw driver and 
that will work too) work in between the rubber trim around your back window and push 
up towards the sky to loosen the drip rail cover and get it started off the truck. Once the 
back end is loose you just work your hands under under the drip rail cover from the 
back of the truck towards the front. You’ll feel tension about every six inches or so and 
that is where the factory clips are located.  

It’s okay if the clips come out of the drip rail cover during removal. They reinstall very 
easily and are unlikely to break during removal.  

Pull the driver side first and label it then repeat the process on the passenger side. It is 
possible to drill the drip rail covers for a cleaner installation so that the spacers can pass 
through them and we will show you this in the coming steps. 

Step 6 

Mount Feet. 

The Colorado uses our hybridX mount foot. We chose this design because of the drilling 
required for the installation. The hybridX foot allows some forgiveness as the feet attach to the 
load bars instead of a predetermined point on the grooveTEK.  The following pictures will outline 
the process and then a description follows.  

NOTE: You can use a blanket or a large moving blanket to sit on the roof of the truck and cover 
the entire roof of the truck to protect the finish from scratches or damage while you lift the rack 
onto the truck and mark the drill locations for the RIVnuts. We did not use the blanket for the 
prototype truck in the following pictures. 
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Start by loosely installing the hybridX mount feet. They will attach to the second load bar from 
the front and the second load bar from the rear. You want to leave them loose so that you can 
adjust the rack on the roof to get it perfectly centered. The lack of a real “this is where you drill” 
is because across four Colorado trucks we recorded four different placements of spot welds that 
could have been used as landmarks for standardization.  

The only reliable marker is the location of your factory antenna. If you (with a buddy) lift the rack 
up onto the truck and sit it gently in place on the truck. The rack with straddle the antenna 
almost perfectly and there is very little wiggle room front to back in between the sixth and 
seventh load bar for the antenna. 

You’ll notice that we have the supplied spacers in pace under each foot in this picture. That is to 
keep the rack from coming into contact with the painted surface of the truck and to prevent 
damage.  

Center the rack. Stick a pick tool or punch through the hole in the hybridX foot and mark the 
painted area inside the drip channel for the holes to be drilled for the RIVnuts. Once you have 
all four hole locations marked lift the rack back off the truck and sit it aside so you can complete 
the drilling and installation of the RIVnuts. 
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It is VERY important to work your way up to the provided drill bit included with your rack. You 
DO NOT want to just start with that drill bit and hope for the best. The sheet metal in the area 
where you are drilling is almost 1/4” thick in some spots and large drill bits throw very hot, sharp 
chunks of metal. Start with a small drill bit (I use 1/8th inch) and make the pilot hole. There is a 
great deal of clearance between the head liner and the roof on the truck on the inside so you’re 
not really in any danger of poking your headliner. I’ve also removed a headliner on a Colorado 
and verified that there are no wiring harnesses in the vicinity of where you will be drilling the 
holes. 

Once you’ve piloted with 1/8th inch, you should go to 1/4 inch drill bit and enlarge the holes 
once again. The third time would be with the provided Bosch drill bit (23/64) which is the hole for 
the rivnut. Completing the holes in this manner will minimize the flying metal chips and greatly 
reduce the chance of epic disaster from a large drill bit catching a chunk of metal and pulling 
you off your ladder. (Hilarious for the bystanders…..least funny thing in the word to the guy on 
the ladder). You will be repeating the process for ALL FOUR HOLES. 
 

This is the actual location 
on a ZR2 of a hole for the 
RIVnut. Notice that the 
alignment of the edge is 
right against the sealant. 

If you elected to order the RIVnut tool locate the M6 Mandrel and set it up for use. To familiarize 
yourself with the use of this tool you are provided extra RIVnuts to practice. This tool works by 
compressing the RIVnut as you apply pressure to the handle and it basically crimps the fastener 
into the hole and provides a very strong, threaded insert for your mounting hardware. 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There are literally thousands of tutorials online about how to use these things, what they will 
hold and what they can and cannot do. If you’re uncomfortable with this part of the process or 
you’re unsure of exactly how to use them a quick google search will provide you with more 
information on them from people who make them than I could ever hope to explain to you.  

It is CRITICAL that they are straight during installation, that they are well seated and that they 
are sufficiently crimped in place to ensure the grabbing power that we expect them to have.  

Once you have set all four fasteners you need to BY HAND thread the 55mm bolts from the 
“Rack to Roof” bag to ensure that the threads are clear and proper. If you feel any resistance 
you’ll need to source an M6 Tap (you can get them at harbor freight) and use the tap to clean 
the threads. If they thread easily BY HAND you are ready to proceed to the next step. 

STEP 7 (OPTIONAL) 

Drilling the Drip rail trim. 

If you choose to retain the drip rail trim on the Colorado you’re going to have to drill it. 
On the Toyota models the drill rail trim is rubber and can be trimmed or punched but that 
isn’t an option for you. The trim on your truck is metal. 

Lining up where to drill for the spacers to pass through is easy. The steps in the 
following photos are from a Tacoma BUT the process for determining where the hole 
goes is the EXACT same. 
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(Step 7 continued) 
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USING MASKING TAPE CONFORM TO THE PROFILE OF THE TRUCK INTO THE 
DRIP RAIL CHANNEL.  THIS IS A TACOMA SO IT HAS TWO LOCATIONS. YOUR 
COLORADO WILL ONLY HAVE ONE. THE SHARPIE MARKER TO THE LEFT IS 
THE INDICATOR OF THE CENTER OF THE HOLE. THE CONTRASTING TAPE 
COLORS INDICATE THE SEAM OF THE EXACT CENTER OF THE HOLE. MAKE 
SURE THAT MARK YOU MAKE ON YOUR TRUCK IS OUTSIDE THE DRIP 
CHANNEL SO THAT YOU CAN USE IT TO INDICATE ON THE METAL TRIM FOR 
THE COLORADO.
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PLACE THE METAL DRIP RAIL TRIM INTO THE CHANNEL AND TRANSFER THE 
CENTER MARK TO THE TRIM. YOU’LL DO BOTH THE DRIVER AND 
PASSENGER SIDE THE SAME WAY AND YOU WILL NEED TO MARK ALL FOUR 
LOCATIONS THAT CORRESPOND TO THE RIVNUTS YOU’VE ALREADY 
INSTALLED.
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TRIM THE TAPE SEAMS LEAVING THE TAPE ATTACHED TO BOTH THE 
TRUCK AND THE METAL TRIM. REMOVE THE TRIM FROM THE TRUCK 
TO DRILL IT.

THE SPACER SHIPPED WITH YOUR RACK IS .755” IN DIAMETER. I USE 
A UNIBIT (ALSO CALLED A STEP BIT) TO DRILL THE HOLE. THE METAL 
TRIM IS PRETTY THIN. DRILLS EASILY. 
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After you’ve drilled the trim you can install it back onto the truck. If any of the retainer clips came 
off during initial removal you need to verify that they are in the correct locations before you 
install the trim. The trim retainers snap into the channel from underneath and if you push them 
forward and backward you will feel them “click” into place. I’m actually pretty envious of the trim 
on the Colorado. FAR better than the Tacoma stuff. 

With the trim installed back onto the truck you can now apply the sealant (we use BLACK RTV, 
available at Autozone) to the holes. If you fill the RIVnut and then work in a spiral filling the area 
above it it will actually help hold the spacers in place for the next step. 

With the sealant applied to ALL FOUR HOLES sit the spacers included in the “rack to roof” bag 
of hardware. If you want extra sealant you can fill the inside of the spacer at this time. 

Step 8 

Now you can get your buddy again and sit the rack back up onto the truck for the final 
time. Fold in the mirrors of the truck and take the rack over the front of the truck, not the 
back. The Colorado rear end is awkwardly high and raked and it’s not a good approach 
angle.  

Once you have the rack on the truck one of you needs to just keep a hand on it while 
the other of you works around the truck and starts the 55mm fasteners by hand. Each 
fastener will have a LOCK WASHER and a WASHER for it. 

(Remember at this point the hybridX feet are still loose so you can wiggle the rack if you 
have trouble aligning into the holes you drilled for the RIVnuts. Once you have started 
all four fasteners check ONE MORE TIME to make sure the rack is square on the truck 
and even from both the passenger and driver side of the truck.  

Tighten the 55mm bolts to 35 ft. Pounds (If you don’t have a torque wrench……..tight, 
okay? You want them tight.) This is a 5mm Allen wrench. 

Once all FOUR bolts have been tightened you can tighten all the fasteners in the 
hybridX feet.  Each one has two. BEFORE you do this take each one out ONE AT A 
TIME and apply some blue thread locker to each one. Same rule as the 55mm. Get 
them tight. Stainless fasteners (in this case you need a 4mm Allen) are different than 
traditional fasteners. If you don’t have the right size Allen key it is easy to strip them. Be 
sure you attack the fastener with the proper wrench and make sure it is seated before 
each turn  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Step 9 

Marvel. Bask in the greatness. No, seriously…….good job. You managed to engineer 
and fit a roof rack to a truck that the manufacturer couldn’t do. So let’s talk about some 
maintenance: 

In field testing we beat these things TO DEATH. If it can break we have broken it, 
refined it, re-designed it and built it again. It is your responsibility to periodically check 
the fasteners and ensure they are tight. You also need to inspect your paracord on your 
handles at least twice a year and replace it as it wears.  

LOAD CAPACITY: How sure are you about your RIVnut installation? If they are installed 
properly your roof top load capacity is 175 pounds dynamic (moving) and static (sitting 
still) it’s closer to 500 pounds. 
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COLOR MAY VARY BUT IF YOURS DOESN’T LOOK LIKE THIS ODDS ARE YOU 
PUT IT ON BACKWARDS? 
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