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Celebration and praise are two
very noteworthy actions that are 
perhaps less used than they ought 
to be by the British who are well
known for being somewhat reserved
(perhaps less so in football connec-
tions!) Certainly when I was a child,
it was considered within my family,
distasteful to boast about anything
you happened to be good at and 
yet today, in the business world for
example, one is encouraged to keep
a ‘brag’ file to collect evidence of
personal achievements made.

Well the last month has been one
full of events worthy of praise and
celebration. Last night I watched 
the closing ceremony of the 2004

Olympic Games in Athens. How
quickly the 2 week event passed and
although not a great sporting fan, I
found myself glued to the television,
marvelling at the determination,
dedication and the discipline needed
to achieve such supreme fitness in
these athletes. 

I became a ‘Matthew Pincent
groupie’ screaming at the television,
willing the coxless four to row for
gold and what an achievement it
was. Emotions at the other end 
of the scale when Paula Radcliffe 
found herself unable to complete the
marathon followed later that week
with a repeat in the 10,000 metres.

Living in her hometown of
Bedford I accept I felt a protective
affinity but some critical articles 
in the national press annoyed me
immensely and I began to wonder
why we have this harsh and des-
tructive trait. Could they have done
better and what an achievement it
was nonetheless. Where was the
empathy, compassion and praise 
so well deserved. 

Towards the end of the Olympics,
praise built up again for ‘Team 
GB’ with closing rewards to Kelly
Holmes achieving two gold medals
and Amir Khan getting a silver at
just 17 years of age, to name but a
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few of the very successful team.
Celebrations and praise were cer-
tainly in order for all involved in 
this amazing event.

I write this on the train going 
to London for a family celebratory
meal for our sons who both did very
well in their A levels and GCSE
exams respectively. The education
system is quite different to my day,
with continual assessment as well as
final exams to achieve this success.
They should be praised for their
effort and yet on the day of results,
the press once more is more con-
cerned with declaring it all to be 
too easy, rather than allowing well
deserved celebration. 

Well if I could I would send a
card to every person who deserves
to be praised for their achievements.
Unfortunately, I know I would never
have enough time but for those I
know personally, I certainly will.
Receiving a hand made card can
make the celebration seem even
more special. So take the time, look
through this edition for a wealth of
new ideas and get busy making! 

Best wishes to you all



3D Découpage
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1. Cut out the parts shown. Cut along 
the mouth as shown. Gently curve top 
lip up and bottom one down then sticky
fix into place.
2. Cut out the parts shown. Cut robin 
from present where shown. Sticky fix 
robin into place curving breast down 
gently. Sticky fix present into place. 

1. Cut out the parts shown. 
Cut along mouth and around
nose where shown. Bend nose
and mouth up then sticky fix
everything into place.

Materials Required:
P.V.A. Craft Adhesive.
Scissors or Knife and Cutting Mat.
Sticky Fixer Pads or Silicone Adhesive. 
3D Découpage Paper: DC297 to DC300 
and DC223 to DC226.
Cards: AP53U/M, AP04U/G and AP48U/G.

How To Make The Cards:
The first layer of each design is a full print

which is not shown. Work the other layers onto it
after mounting it into the card except for DC223,
DC226, DC299 and DC300 which are worked
first then mounted into the card.

White gaps in the diagrams show where to
cut between pieces and blue lines show glue.
Note: due to lack of space in the instructions
sticky fix is abbreviated to fix where necessary.

DC297

Curve the moon’s eyelid and glue where
shown into place.
3. Cut out parts shown. Cut wing where
shown. Gently curve the wing up and
body down. Sticky fix both pieces into
place gluing head where shown.

2. Cut out the parts
shown. Cut between 
present and robin where
shown. Sticky fix into
place gluing feet and
breast where shown.

3. Cut out parts shown.
Cut along top and bot-
tom of the wing where

DC298

shown. Gently curve
wing up and body down.
Sticky fix into place 
gluing top of head where
shown. Sticky fix bow
into place.



4

1. Cut out parts shown. 
Cut body by arms on both
sides as shown and curve
the body down at the cuts.
Sticky fix into place.

2. Cut out parts shown.
Sticky fix all the parts into
place and glue the robin’s
leg and snowman's scarf 
as shown.

3. Cut out parts shown. Fix
the bow, hat and scarf into
place and glue hat and scarf
where shown. Cut robin’s
wing where shown, curve
head and under the wing
down. Fix into place and
glue the head where shown.

1. Cut out parts shown. 
Cut above scarf and top of
lower branch where shown.
Fix into place and glue
branch and scarf.

2. Cut out parts shown. 
Cut hat where shown and
curve fur trim down. Fix
into place and glue trim. 
Fix beak, feet and leaves
into place. Cut leaves under
present and curve cut
leaves down. Fix whole bit
into place and glue scarf
and leaves where shown.

3. Cut out parts shown. 
Fix all into place and glue
fur trim, scarf and red
breast as shown.

DC299

2. Cut out parts shown. 
Fix bobble and fur trim 
into place and glue sides.
Fix nose into place. Fix
loose rose into place and
glue stem. Glue loose holly
leaf by it’s tip. Cut away
bow as shown, fix into
place and glue at the top.
Cut leaves and flowers on
bouquet in 8 places shown.
Gently curve each of these
cuts up or down to suit the
way they are painted. Fix
into place.

3. Cut out parts shown. 
Fix ears into place gluing 
at base. Fix right rose and
floor rose into place. Cut
between rose group in 2
places shown. Fix centre
one into place. Cut between
leaves on other 2 roses,
curve the edges gently 
up where they go over 
the centre rose and curve
leaves to shape before 
fixing both into place. Cut
bow between loops and
tails. Fix tails into place 
and glue tops, then fix 
and glue loops.

DC224

1. Cut out parts shown. 
Cut between head and
flowers, fix head into place
and glue at base. Cut
between legs and between
leaves on left and right. 
Fix legs and bouquet into
place, gluing foot and lift-
ing leaves at the cuts to 
add depth. Glue small leaf
on floor by the tip. Fix the
leaves and rose into place.

DC225
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1. Cut out parts shown. 
Cut snow on either side, fix
into place and glue snow.
2. Cut out parts shown and
fix holly into place. Cut
mice apart. Blue mouse:
Cut along scarf top and
around shoes. Fix into place
and glue scarf and shoes

and along the join with red
mouse. Brown mouse: Cut
along scarf and coat vent
where shown. Fix into place
gluing scarf and coat where
shown and along join with
red mouse. Red mouse: Fix
into place. 
3. Cut out parts shown. 
Cut between blue and red

mouse. Blue mouse: Cut
arm apart from scarf. Cut
scarf from head. Fix scarf
gluing front where shown.
Fix arm into place. Cut
around ear as shown. Fix
hat and ear into place and
glue hat. Red mouse: Cut
hood away from ears. Fix
hood into place gluing top
edge. Fix ears into place.
Brown mouse: Cut between
ear and scarf then along 
top of arms. Fix arms/scarf
into place and glue. Fix ear
into place.

1. Cut out parts shown and
sticky fix into place. Glue
the bottom of the reindeer
where shown.

2. Cut out parts shown.
Sticky fix the robin and 
present into place and glue
leg where shown. Cut along
the reindeer’s smile, sticky
fix head into place and glue
the mouth where shown.

3. Cut out parts shown.
Sticky fix the bow and 
nose into place. Cut along
the birds’ wing as shown.
Gently curve wing up and
body down. Sticky fix into
place and glue head.

DC300

Cut all 3 snowmen apart 
as before. Left snowman:
Fix and glue scarf tail, fix
head into place and glue
along join and back of head
and scarf. Right snowman:
Fix and glue scarf tail. Cut
between holly and hat.
Glue the holly and the join
between the snowmen.
Centre snowman: Cut
between head and scarf, fix
head and glue bottom. Cut
around arms leaving joined
at scarf only. Don’t fix this
into place yet. 

3. Cut out parts shown.
Crease carol sheet on fold
and insert into the arms of
the unfixed bit from last
layer, keeping in place 
with fixers at spine only. 
Fix this section into place
now. Fix bobbles, bow,
holly, noses and feet into
place. Cut hat brims apart
and fix into place gluing
sides. Cut between arm 
and scarf on right snow-
man, fix and glue arms of
both snowmen. Fix and
glue scarf.

DC226

1. Cut out parts shown. 
Cut lamp and holly away
from snowmen and fix
lamp into place gluing 
bottom where shown. Cut
away left snowman, fix 
into place and glue all
down edge as shown. Cut
away right snowman, fix
into place and glue edge.
Fix middle snowman into
place.
2. Cut out parts shown. 
Fix lantern snow and glue
sides. Fix holly into place.DC223



Christmas Squares
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By Valerie Harrison
These tiny Christmas découpage papers are

designed especially to go with the Christmas
printed decorative squares. What a lovely, 
versatile combination this is as you can mix and
match the frames and papers. You don’t even
need to use the papers for layering – they
look gorgeous with little joggle eyes, sticker
stars and fluffy noses.

I have made a few sets of designs to start you
off, they are all quick and simple to make and
need very little instruction, I am sure you will
come up with lots more lovely ideas as well.

Materials Required:
Square Christmas Frames: PDS031-042.
Tiny Découpage: DC301, DC302 and DC303.
An Assortment of Gold Label Stickers, Tiny
Fluffy Balls, Ribbon, Bows, 2mm Joggle Eyes etc.
Scraps of Corrugated Card in Christmas Colours
and Thin White Card.
Christmas Background Papers, a Hole Punch 
and Sticky or Mini Fixers.
P.V.A. Craft Adhesive.
Card Mounts of Your Choice.

Christmas Découpage:
Stick one Tiny Découpage design into an

AP58U card and stick the card closed using mini
fixers around the aperture to separate it from the
background. 

For simple découpage, cut out the main figure
from a second image and layer onto the mounted
image using mini fixers. For the third layer, cut
out the heads of any people and animals and add
using sticky fixers. Use gold Tulip paint to make
a pretty border around the design.

Framed Friends:
Using a sharp knife and ruler, cut the centre

from one of the Christmas PDS frames (cut
carefully, the middle pieces will come in useful
later for one of the other sets of designs). 

Centre the frame over a tiny 3D découpage
image and lightly draw around the edge. Cut out
the picture approx.
5mm in from the line 
so it is a little smaller
than the frame. Stick
the picture onto a sin-
gle fold card. Mount
the frame over the
design using mini fix-
ers or sticky fixers cut
in half length wise. 

Decorate the cards
with joggle eyes, fluffy
noses and hat bobbles,
sticky holographic
stars etc.
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Christmas Panels:
This is where the little panels cut from the

centres of the frames in the previous set will
come in handy. Otherwise, cut yourself some
4cm square panels from thin white card.

Cut out a picture with all of it’s background
and centralise it over the
square. Place both square
and picture face down
keeping them together and
cut off the corners of the
paper as shown. Run lines
of glue on the back of the
square as shown and fold
the flaps over onto it.

Make as many panels as you need using
this method. The larger cards, SF06U need four
pictures each and the smaller card, SF07U needs
just one. 

Cut the background paper to 10.5cm square
for the large design and
6cm square for the small
one and glue it centrally
onto the card mount.

Use sticky fixers 
to mount the panels
onto the card spacing
them approximately
4mm to 5mm apart or
just centrally for the 
single one.

Christmas Corrugated:
These cards are made using the Christmas

panels without the découpage paper. Corrugated
shapes are cut to make pictures that match the
borders. The new landscape style cards SL03U
straight edge, and DL03U deckle edge, make
perfect mounts for them but they will also work
well with other sizes and shapes of card.

Cut a piece of narrow ribbon to 12cm long.
Glue the ribbon onto the front of the card 4.5cm
from the fold with the ends going around to the
back of the panel. You can cover the ends with
small sticky labels or peel off stars etc. 

To start you off, I made up four little 
corrugated motifs to use with the tree, candle, 
cracker and gift panels. Glue the printed panel
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of your choice centrally over
the ribbon. 

Make the motifs using 
the diagrams to guide you.
The border stickers should 
be wrapped around the motif
to finish on the back. Stick 
the motifs on to the panels
and decorate with stars, bows,
snowflakes, etc.

Simple Stickers:
Stick the Christmas border to the card, match

the card to one of the colours in the border or use
white which looks good with all the panels.

Cut 4cm squares of coloured corrugated, once
again matching a colour in the frame or mount
will help. Glue the squares over the white centres
of the panels.

Finish with a sticker in the centre of the
corrugated panel, if possible, match the sticker

design with the motifs
around the border. 

Use the same
method to make pretty
gift tags (right) leaving
out the card mount
altogether. Simply
punch a hole in the
panel and thread
with plain colour or
sparkly gold ribbon.



The exact colour
of thread is not
important in this
design which I
have stitched in a
combination of Mid
Blue, Dark Blue
and Deep Yellow. 

Why not try
using a Deep Red
card and a combi-
nation of Gold, Red
and Deep Green
threads or a Dark
Blue card with Mid
Blue, Dark Blue
and Silver threads.

Church Window
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By Joyce Park
Stitched on 14 count White Aida using 2

strands throughout. This design fits an AP36G
card. Stitch Count: width 36 x depth 70.

DMC                              ANCHOR  MADEIRA

     -  3325    Mid Blue             130             0910
     -  796      Dark Blue            133             0913
     -  972      Deep Yellow       298             0107



Candle Windows
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By Doreen Stuchbury

Materials Required:
2.5cm Long Red Bugle Beads x 3.
Approximately 12-15 Red Seed Beads.
Gold Glitter Glue.
Small Plastic Holly Leaves.
Thin Gold Wire.
Fern Stamp and Quick Drying Green Ink Pad.
Pearl Micro Glitter.
White Glitter Card 5cm x 8cm.
Gold Peel Off Stickers: Season’s Greetings XL283U-01
(similar) and a Few Tiny Gold Dots (taken from the 
waste bits on many different sheets).
Extra Tacky Glue.
Double Sided Tape.
Card Mount: AP64U-29, Dark Blue.

To Make The Card:
Ink the fern stamp with the green ink pad and stamp

the white glitter card to cover the top two thirds with fern
leaves. If you don’t have some suitable glitter card you
can simply use white card, smear a thin layer of P.V.A.
adhesive over the surface or use a glue stick and sprinkle
with pearl micro glitter. If you are making your own 
glitter card like this, it may be best to stamp the card and
allow to dry before adding the glitter or try it both ways
and see which looks best.

Place pieces of double sided tape around the aperture
on the back of the unfolded card. Turn the card over 
and lower it over the stamped background pressing
into place. 

With the card face down, run
lines of tape around the edges of the
left hand flap and fold closed over 
the middle panel.

Cut three 8cm lengths of thin gold
wire, fine beading wire is ideal for
this. Bend (don’t fold) one piece in 
half bringing the ends together and
feed them (together) into one end of 
a bugle bead. Pull the ends through
until a small loop approximately 5 to

6mm long is left at the other end. Use a
dab of glue at the top of the bugle bead
to keep the wire in place and snip off the
excess length at the bottom. Repeat with
the other two bugle beads to make the
three candles.
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Smear a thin layer of glue over the top 1cm or
so of each candle and sprinkle a little pearl micro
glitter over it.

Glue the centre candle centrally (from side to
side) onto the stamped background placing it
about 8mm up from the bottom of the aperture.
Glue a candle each side about 3mm up from the
bottom of the aperture so the middle one stands
taller.

I found a holly garland decoration in a garden
centre, it had really small leaves so I decided 
to buy it for card making. You may be lucky
enough to find something similar in your local
garden centre or in your decoration box. You can
also use paper punched or sequin leaves, or cut
your own from any suitable material.

Glue the holly leaves onto the background
around and beneath the candle ends, add a
few red seed beads for the holly berries as you

go, some may
end up almost
totally hidden
by leaves but
will add to the
depth of the
design anyway.
Run a thickish
line of gold 

glitter glue along the
very bottom edge of
the leaves keeping it
the same width as the
card aperture and in
line with it. 

Place the Season’s
Greeting sticker above
the arch curving it to
shape as you place it. 
If the two words are
joined together on
your sheet, cut each
side of the join with 
a knife to separate
them before peeling
from the backing.

Add a few gold
dots over the fern
leaves above the
candles to resemble
tiny baubles on a fir
tree. The dots from 
the balloon sheet
XL474U are ideal for
this as are the dots on many other sheets. 

The two cards shown on the left are very
similar but with changes to the background and

little details in the design.
Red Card: I used gold bugle beads and
added small dabs of liquid applique snow
on the holly leaves. The background 
is acetate painted with metallic paint
and stamped with snow dots using a
brilliance pad.
Gold Card: The background is a rough
hand made paper. I rubbed the glitter
over the paper with my finger to get just
the effect I was after. The bow is tied by
hand from thin gold cord and glued onto
the holly leaves. The wording stickers are
coloured with a copper pen. 
Look out for our new Copper coloured Gold
Label stickers, coming soon - Ed.

Above: Just to show how easily adaptable
the design is I also made one using some
odds and ends I had in my workbox. The
fern leaves are drawn with a gel pen, the
holly is from some leftover sequin confetti
and the candles are rows of seed beads. So
even if you don’t have the exact materials
it’s always worth trying other ideas.



Christmas Birthdays
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By Pam Goodwin
These cards are a result of designs I have 

been making especially for people who have
birthdays during the festive season. If you 
move the cards around in the light you can see
all sorts of interesting things appearing!

Very few materials are essential – you can
recycle old Christmas cards and re-invent paper
& card if it’s textured by spraying over it. 

Materials Required:
Background Paper:

1. Sprayed textured paper (originally a ghastly
colour)
2. Although not essential, this is probably the
best hand painted paper (see Craft Creations
Magazine Issue 24). A few wiggles of ceru have
been added.
3. Piece of card cut from an old Christmas card.

Stars
These could be 1. Ready Made. 2. Rubber
Stamped or 3. Cut from Card.
More Plain Paper: 
The Craft Creations
pearlised is really
nice. Metallic tissue,
wrapping paper and
translucent papers are
also good and come in
a great range of colours.

Transparent 
Fabrics: Scraps
of Ribbons,
Nets, Sweet
Wrappers, etc.
Sequin Confetti.
Copydex Glue.
Metallic
Machine Embroidery Thread.
Spray Adhesive and Double Sided Tape.
Happy Birthday Stickers and Gold & Silver Pens.
Card Blanks: DEC1U in colours of your choice.

To Make The Cards:
These are all made in a very similar way with

slight variations at each stage. 
Cut a piece of background paper 6cm square 
and if desired swirl on some ceru (glass paint
outliner) or gutta (silk paint outliner).

1 2 3

1
2

3
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1. Using small dabs of double sided tape or glue,
attach to a 7cm square of plain paper and stick
the star on top.
2. At this stage you can add a bit of net, fabric
etc., you don’t need to stick them down as the
stitching will hold them in place.

Cut a piece of transparent fabric about 1cm
larger than the outer square. Holding it carefully
in place, machine around the edge of the star. 

Turn the work face down and trim the trans-
parent fabric to the edge of the paper square. 
At this stage you can add confetti hearts, stars,
numbers, musical notes etc. Just slip them under
the transparent fabric.

Pearly sequins work well as they appear 
to almost vanish behind the transparent fabric
but re-appear, twinkling as you turn the card.
Coloured metallic sequins are more visible but
the garishness is removed by placing them 
under the top layer and then they look really
subtle.

Cut another piece of paper to 8cm square
and stick your star creation onto this. Zigzag or
straight stitch around the edge of the fabric.

Don’t be afraid to machine paper and card, I
do it all the time. If you have problems, decrease
the top tension and put ordinary thread (non
metallic) in the bobbin case. 

Tear a piece of metallic tissue to approximate-
ly 9.5cm square and spray mount onto your 
chosen card. Stick the completed star design
onto the square of tissue and add the greeting
underneath. 

Always make sure the colours you choose
look really good together. Now try lots and lots
of variations!

1 2



Moonlight Cats
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By Sue Dix

Materials Required:
PCD1U-07 Lavender.
Kaskad Card Bright Blue 11cm x 15cm.
Black Card 11cm x 15cm.
Mulberry Paper: Dark Blue, Light Blue 
and White.
Sequin Stars and Moons.
Acrylic Paint: Black and Baltic Blue.
Large Soft Paintbrush.
Very Fine Paintbrush.
Tracing Paper and a Pencil.
Carbon Paper and a Metal Ruler. 
Masking Tape.
Découpage Scissors.
Craft Knife.
Plexi Glue, UHU All Purpose Adhesive 
and a Glue Stick.
Card Mount: DEC1U-29, Dark Blue.

To Make The Card:
Place the tracing paper over the diagram and

trace the outlines of the window and cats, use a
ruler to trace the straight lines to keep them neat.
Ignore the coloured wriggly lines for now.

Place the tracing over the black card with the
carbon paper in between, use a little masking

tape at the corners
to hold them together.
Retrace over the
lines using a ruler 
for the straight bits
once again.

The carbon paper
will have marked
the black card, the 
ink gleams quite
well in the light so
you should have 
no problem seeing 
the lines. Cut out

the silhouette using a knife and a metal ruler 
for the straight lines and the découpage scissors
for the curves and cats.

Cut an oblong panel to fit behind the sil-
houette frame from bright blue card, it needs 
to be just 1mm to 1.5mm smaller all around to
ensure the edges will not show.

Cut one piece of each of the three mulberry
papers to exactly the same width as the bright
blue panel. Cut the dark blue to about 7cm deep,
the white to about 8cm deep and the pale blue to
4cm deep. 

Wet the bottom edge to a depth of 1cm of
each of the three pieces of mulberry paper, this 
is easiest done by making a scrunched up tissue
fairly wet and dabbing it all along the edge.
Gently pull away the wet edge from the bottom
of the mulberry to leave a lovely fluffy edge.
Carefully lay out the two blue pieces to dry. 

The white piece is painted with Baltic Blue
acrylic paint to achieve a strong mid blue colour 
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which is not readily available in mulberry paper. Lay
the white mulberry paper on a piece of plastic, a food or
freezer bag is ideal. Make the paper damp all over. Water
down some of the blue paint and paint the paper using 
the large soft brush. The best method is to start the brush
strokes in the centre and work outward as it helps to keep
the frayed edge neat. 

Leave the paper to dry then carefully peel it off the
plastic. Iron all three dry mulberry pieces between a soft
cloth or a kitchen towel.

Lay the dark blue mulberry paper onto the diagram
aligning the fluffy edge with the dark blue wriggly line.
Cut the top to fit behind the top bar of the silhouette 
window. Do the same with the mid blue painted piece,
aligning it with the mid blue line. The light blue piece
should be aligned with the light blue line to the middle 
of the bottom window bar before cutting to length. 

Stick the mulberry paper onto the bright blue panel
using the glue stick. Begin at the top with the mid blue

piece, then the dark blue on top of that.
Add the pale blue piece at the bottom
of the window.

The silhouette is reversed so you
can put the glue onto the side of the
paper with the lines in case any are
still showing after cutting out, I like to
use plexi glue for this as you can paint
it on with an old small paintbrush.
Glue the silhouette over the mulberry
panel. 

Using UHU glue, stick the moon
and stars into place covering the dark
blue and mid blue mulberry paper.
Paint in the cat’s whiskers using black
paint and a very fine paintbrush. Still
using the UHU glue, stick the design
onto the deckled lavender panel and
stick the whole thing centrally onto
the front of the card.
Above: These cats look just as good sitting 
in a window with a straight top bar instead
of the curve.
Bottom of previous page: This is a smaller,
simpler version made to fit onto a DEC4U
card with a hand cut lavender panel. 
See our new Gold Label sticker XL651U which
makes this smaller design really quick and easy
to complete - Ed.

Actual Size



Incire Tree
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By Jennifer Fishlock

Materials Required:
Incire Cutting Template IC0012.
Lacé Duo Card: Metallic Green Gold/Matt Gold.
Mint Green Mulberry Paper.
Seed Beads: 16 x Gold and 16 x Silver.
Gold Mesh 15cm x 15cm.
Peel Off Sticker Stars and Greeting in Gold.
8 Point Star Paper Punch.
Folding and Scoring Tool.
Sharp Craft Knife.
Cutting Mat and Ruler.
Pair of Tweezers and Cocktail Stick.
P.V.A. Craft Adhesive.
Low Tack Tape and Double Sided Tape.
Card Mount: AP48M-39, Linen Gold.

To Make The Card:
Cut the mint green mulberry paper to just 

a little larger than the card aperture. Glue the
edges lightly and mount behind the aperture.
Run a line of glue around the back of the card
close to the aperture leaving a 6cm gap in the
glue in the middle of the lower edge to tuck
the mesh under the tree into later. Glue around
the left hand flap and fold the card closed, don’t
put any glue behind the mulberry paper as it
will show through.

Place the Incire template onto the Lacé
duo card with the metallic green/gold side
uppermost. Attach the template to the card with
one or two pieces of low tack tape to prevent
slipping. You can use ordinary sticky tape but
stick it onto your hand and peel it off again a
couple of times to make it low tack.

Using a sharp craft knife through the slits in
the template, cut around the tree outline and cut
all the triangles. Check on the back that all the
cuts go right up the the points and right through
the card and re-cut any which don’t. Peel off the
tape to separate the card from the template. 

The surrounding card
needs to be removed
from the tree shape by
just cutting through
the outer points with 
the knife. 

Score the outer arms
of the triangles ready 
for folding as shown by the red lines (above).
Use the scoring end of the tool for this and a
ruler to help keep the score lines straight across
each row. 

Turn the card so the
back is facing you and
gently push each outer
triangle shape forward, a
cocktail stick is ideal for
this task. Turn the card
so the front is facing you
again and fold each of
the pushed triangles on the score lines allowing
them to unfold slightly again as you go.
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Cut a second tree outline from the duo card 
in the same way using the Incire template, don’t
mark or cut the triangles on this tree. 

Place the second tree centrally onto the mesh
and cut the mesh to the shape of the tree using 
a knife and ruler as follows. Lay the ruler from
the top centre of the mesh (directly above the
top point of the tree) to the left hand edge of
the mesh about 5mm lower than the leftmost
point of the tree. Cut the mesh along the ruler.
Do the same with the right hand side of the tree.
Cut the mesh around the bottom of the tree in a
straight line from the side cuts and around the
trunk leaving about the same amount of mesh
showing. Put the mesh aside for later.

Put a little glue along the edges of the upper-
most (gold face) of the plain tree, position the
patterned tree over it and stick them together.

Squeeze out a little
puddle of P.V.A. glue
onto a spare piece of
card. Use a cocktail
stick to apply a dab 
of glue to the tip of the
top folded triangle. Pick
up a gold bead with the
tweezers and carefully push it onto the glued tip. 

Using the same method, glue two silver seed
beads onto the two triangles in the next row
down, three gold in the next row down, four
silver in the next and so on in alternating rows
until all the tips have beads.

Put strips of double sided tape on the back 
of the plain tree, peel off backing and stick the
tree centrally onto the shaped mesh. Use a little
more double sided tape to stick the tree onto the
background on the card mount, carefully tuck
the mesh under the trunk behind the aperture as
you place the tree. 

Punch two 8 point stars from gold paper and
twist them to offset the points, glue them togeth-
er to the top of the tree. Add a couple of peel off
stars each side on the background paper and a
greeting onto the card underneath the aperture.

Top: The Incire tree fits neatly into this jumbo card. The
extra large Happy Christmas sticker (XL494U) has been
snipped to make two separate words.

Above: Use just part of the template to make this pretty
card alternating the colours and backgrounds. 



Holly Wreath
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By Linda Cash
Send friends a gorgeous seasonal

holly wreath that will stay fresh
throughout the whole of the festive 
period. The wreath is easy to make
with glass paint and acetate, it is then
simply cut out and mounted as desired.

Materials Required: 
Clear Acetate 12cm x 12cm.
Black and Gold Outliner Paste.
Marabu GlasArt Glass Paints: 
Reseda Green (451), Vermilion (436)
and Clear (400).
White, Red and Gold Card.
Happy Christmas Background Paper.
Decorative Edge and Straight Scissors.
Wavy Ribbler and Paper Towels.
Red and Gold Bows.
Paintbrush and Masking Tape.

Silicone Rubber Glue.
Card Mounts: JA08G-50 Hammer Green,
SF04G-HC-GO-30 White and 
SF01U-18 Deep Red.

To Make The Card:
Place the acetate over the diagram

and hold in place with a little masking
tape. 

With the gold outliner paste trace the
berries. With the black outliner trace the
leaves. Place the nozzle onto the acetate
and gently squeeze the tube. Ensure
there are no gaps or the paint will run
into areas not required. Regularly wipe
the nozzle with a paper towel to keep it
clean and give a neater line. If a mistake
is made, let the outliner dry and then
gently scrape it off with a fingernail.
Leave outliner to dry for 30 minutes.

Place the acetate onto a piece of white
paper. Load the brush with paint and
drop onto the area to be covered, gently 

Actual Size
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spread the paint to the edges of the outliner and
ensure there are no gaps in the colour. The leaves
are painted in reseda green, to give them depth
place just one drop of clear paint in the centre 
of each leaf after painting and while the paint
is still wet.

Leave to dry for about one hour before
painting the vermilion berries. Leave the whole
wreath overnight to dry.

Make the highlights on the berries with gold
outliner and leave to dry again. Cut around the
holly design close to the black outliner leaving
the centre intact.

Green Card:
With decorative scissors cut an 11cm square 

of white card. Run this through a wavy ribbler
and glue centrally onto a 13cm square of red
card. Glue a holly wreath onto the centre of the
white ribbled panel. Mount the whole design
into the green square aperture card and finish
off with a red bow.

Red Card: 
With decorative scissors cut a 13cm square

of gold card and a 12cm square of green Happy
Christmas background paper, glue the paper
onto the card then glue both pieces onto the red
card blank. Take the cut out wreath and place
large blobs of silicone glue behind the leaves,
gently press onto the background paper leaving
the design a little proud of the paper.

From a spare piece of the background paper
and using decorative scissors, cut a single Happy
Christmas with a little white paper around it. 
Cut a panel from gold card 3 to 4mm larger all
around and glue the wording onto it. Attach the
greeting beneath the wreath panel and add a
gold bow to the top of the wreath.

White Card:
Place a small amount of glue on the back of

the wreath underneath the leaves and press 
onto the front of the Happy Christmas card
blank. Glue a red bow to the top of the wreath.

As an alternative, thread a cut out holly
wreath with ribbon and hang in the window
or on the tree to make a pretty decoration. 



Jolly Snowman
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By Diana Beeson
I made this card for a group workshop with

children aged between 5 and 10 years. We had a
most wonderful time (especially with the glitter)
and the children produced such lovely cards,
all of which were different and included a pink
snowman!

Materials Required:
Snowflake Background Paper.
Thin White Card 9cm x 12cm.
Scraps of Black Card.
Scraps of Green Glitter Paper.
Tracing Paper and a Pencil.
Three Small Peel Off Stars.
Gold and Red Glitter Glue.
Holly Sprig Paper Punch.
Short Length of 13mm Wide Gold Organdie
Ribbon.

Pointed Wool Needle.
Sticky Fixers.
Fine Tipped Pens: Black and Blue.
P.V.A. Craft Adhesive.
Card Mount: AP48G-HC-GO-18, Happy
Christmas Red/Gold.

To Make The Card:
Place the tracing paper over the diagram on

the left and trace all the pieces. Turn the tracing
paper over onto the relevant coloured card for
each piece and retrace over the lines to transfer
them. Cut out all the pieces.

Draw the features onto the face using the
diagram as a guide. Punch two holly leaf sprigs
from green glitter paper. If you can’t find a holly
sprig paper punch, it is easy enough to cut
two large and one small leaf by hand using the
diagram as a guide, or you could punch three
same size leaves from a single leaf punch.

Actual Size
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Run a line of gold
glitter glue along the
bottom edge of the top
of the hat. While the
glue is still wet, place
one holly leaf sprig so
the stem ends just go
over the left hand end
of the glued strip and
allow to dry. Add three
red glitter glue dots
onto the holly ends to make the berries.

Cut the snowflake paper to 12cm x 14cm. With
the card opened out, run a line of glue around
the back of the aperture and stick the paper into
place, leave the card unfolded for now.

Begin assembling the snowman onto the
background. Glue the body into place and add
the feet and left hand using pieces of sticky fixer.
Place the remaining holly sprig with the stem
ends over the body. Place a piece of sticky fixer
over the holly ends and add the right hand.

Use pieces of sticky fixer to mount the head
into place. Glue the brim of the hat onto the head
at an angle. Place a piece of sticky fixer near the
top of the top piece of hat, glue along the bottom
and stick into place.

Cut a small piece of card approx. 2cm x 4cm.
Turn the mounted design over and glue the

 white card onto the back of the background
paper behind the neck of the snowman (hold it
up to the light to see clearly). Using the needle
pierce through the piece of thin card and back-
ground paper either side of the head and neck.

Thread the ribbon onto the needle and push
through the left hand hole from the front, come
back out through the right hand hole, unthread
the needle and tie the ribbon into a knot at the
front trimming any excess length. Stick three
stars onto the body to make the buttons

Run a line of glue around the back flap, fold
the card closed and press firmly until stuck.

Above: This background is made from light blue mul-
berry paper over blue shimmer paper with Gold Label
snowflakes and small stars applied to the surface. 



Winter Landscape
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By Robert 
Reed-Moffitt

A simple but very effective
landscape, the range of colours
and snow topped fence going
off into the distance give great
depth to the scene. 

Materials Required:
Pastel Card 4cm x 15.5cm Strips:
Blues, Greys and Pinks.
Small Amounts of Card in
Slightly Deeper Shades: Dark
Beige, Mid Brown, Dark Brown
and Green for the foreground
effects and White and Off-White
for the snow.
White Bond Paper 
150mm x 203mm.
Scissors, Craft Knife and Metal Ruler.
Tracing Paper, Pencil and Glue Stick.
Happy Christmas Sticker: XL409U-02, Silver.
Card Mount: AP02U-09, Lavender.

To Make The Card:
Cut a piece of white bond paper to 104mm x

155mm. This is 1cm larger than the aperture
size and will be used as a base to build the
collage onto.

This collage uses pastel shades to make a very
gentle scene. Parch Marque and Cloud Nine card 

Actual Size
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are ideal as they come in lovely pastel, mot-
tled colours. Plain colour card with a textured
surface is also really useful and both will look
less ‘flat’ than plain colours.

Cut the strips into landscape pieces, the
exact shape of the curves are not important 
so you can simply use the diagram (on the
previous page) as a rough guide. If you
prefer, you can trace the curved lines onto
tracing paper and transfer them to each of 
the coloured strips in the usual way. The
arrows at the side of the diagram show you
how deep each strip needs to be, place each
strip back onto the diagram aligning the top
with it’s own colour and make a small pencil
mark at each side by the arrows. Cut the
bottom off each strip in a straight line from
the marks at either side.

Place the bond paper over the diagram, the
arrows will be visible at each side. To create the
landscape, start with the most distant aspect
which is the sky, work forward until you reach
the snow in the foreground. Glue the strips on 
as you go using the arrows to align the bottom 
of each strip. 

Add the snow in the foreground last aligning
it with the bottom of the bond paper. Don’t 
put any glue along the top of this strip so you 
can tuck the more distant posts behind it when
assembling.

Trace the foreground pieces from the diagram
below. Turn the tracing over and retrace onto the
various colours of card shown in the diagram
then cut out all the pieces.

The diagram on the previous page can also
be used to help with assembly. Glue the furthest
away posts on first, tucking the bottom ends of
the first three under the snow strip. Add the next
four posts then the long thin strip going across
the front of all these posts, again tucking the far
end under the snow. 

Glue on the next post overlapping the near
end of the long strip by a small amount. Glue
on the remaining posts and the adjoining pieces
across them. Top the three closest posts with
white snow, and the next three with off-white
snow. Glue snow onto the two adjoining pieces,
white on the closest and off-white further away.

Glue the trunk onto the back of the tree and
stick both onto the background. Add the three
snow pieces.

Glue the design
into the aperture.
Glue around the
back flap and fold
the card closed.
Add a Christmas
sticker to finish.

Above: Using strips of
card to make layered
backgrounds is quite
versatile. This pretty
summer scene has
fluffy clouds and a
large tree in the fore-
ground. Some flowers
or a couple of rabbits
could easily be added
to make a stronger
focal point.

Actual Size
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Designer
Profile

I have always been
addicted to crafts,
even as a child. At
school I loved art and
craft lessons and went
on to study ‘A’ Level
Art at sixth form 
college. Trying out quite a variety of different
crafts means I have, over the years, built up quite
a collection of bits and bobs.

Now I am a primary school teacher, I relish
introducing crafty techniques to youngsters 

and especially look forward 
to making Christmas cards,
Easter cards, Mother ’s Day
cards etc. with them. The
results can be variable but 
the process is always much
enjoyed by both the children
and myself.

At home I work in the 
loft (my studio) where I can
spread out and make as much
mess as I like. My husband is
incredibly supportive, but he
does get fed up with all my
scraps everywhere.

My card making started when someone gave
me a quilling kit. I was immediately hooked
and went on to make quilled cards for friends,
then plucked up the courage to do a local craft

fair. This was when I discovered
‘Craft Creations’. I was asked to
make special cards and began to
experiment with various designs,
techniques and materials, including
rubber stamping, 3D découpage
and collage.

Now I am constantly on the
lookout for inspiration and I keep a
scrapbook of ideas, I find my Craft
Creations magazine an invaluable 
Wooden shapes: All the cards on this
page feature wooden shapes. The little
red house was made by my husband,
then painted and assembled by me. The
others are bought shapes which I have
painted. The hearts and homes were
distressed by rubbing them over lightly
with sandpaper.
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resource. I rarely throw anything away and now
even friends and family save all sorts of bits of
fabric, fancy paper, ribbons etc. for me as well.

My proudest achievement was creating all 
the stationary for a friends wedding three years

ago, including the 
invitations, place cards,
seating plan, favours
and thank you cards.

Seeing two of my
cards published in 
the Craft Creations
magazine was also a
huge thrill.

Until last Autumn,
my cards and other
hand made items were
being sold at a local
craft centre which I
found very exciting.
Unfortunately, the 
venture folded, but 
I am still kept busy 
creating cards for
friends and doing
occasional local fayres.

Far left: I usually include the name
and date of birth of the new arrival on
this type of baby card.

Top: The photo was taken at our local
lake last spring then mounted onto
yellow gingham with a row of three
buttons adding the final touch.

Above left: As you can see from
this selection of cards, I use
gingham a lot, this time combined 
with some tiny sewing odds and
bits which are perfect for a gran’s
or mum’s card.
Below: I drew the football pitch
onto green sticky backed felt using
a white gel pen. The footballs and
stars are sequin confetti.
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People often ask
where I find the time 
to do all my crafty
stuff while working
and looking after my
family. Well, I never
just ‘sit’ – I am always
busy crafting, even in
the evenings when I
am sitting in front of

the telly. I actually feel
guilty if I ever find
myself just watching 
TV, so I always try to
have at least one project
on the go.

My current obsession
is using quilted fabrics
and speciality buttons to
create slightly padded
3D aperture cards.

Above and above far left: Flowers are often the main
subject matter for quilling, but it is a very adaptable
craft and you can make all sorts of different subject
matter as these two cards demonstrate.

Above centre: A very simple, pretty in pink ‘teacher’
card with a rubber stamped message.

Above: Wedding cards are always popular, I’m a big fan
of cake decorations - they often look great on cards.

Left: I make a lot of baby cards with little clusters of
mini pegs, pins and nappies. This group is mounted on
a wooden block and can be removed from the card as a
keepsake or made into a fridge magnet.



Punched Doilies
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By Marie Elliott
After buying the Craft Special book ‘Lacé

Cutting and Folding’ and enjoying making 
some of the designs, I tried a different
variation on the paper punched doily edges
which worked very well and made them a 
little easier to complete, for me at least.

Materials Required:
Lacé Cutting and Folding by Gerda Perik:
HB052.
Lacé Template – Choice of 1 to 8.
Lacé Duo Card.
Sharp Scissors.
Selection of Christmas Paper Punches.
Coloured Paper.
Small Christmas Motifs or Stickers.
P.V.A. Craft Adhesive.
SF01U or SF06U in Colour of
Your Choice.

To Make The Card:
The book explains how to

make this type of card including
the Lacé work, so I don’t want
to go over all of that here. 

Many of the designs in the
book use a template for cutting
out a deckled edge circle which
is then paper punched all
around the edge to make a 
pretty patterned doily.

Well, I found that lining
up the doily edges in the paper
punch quite tricky and time
consuming and although I usu-
ally managed to line them up
fairly well, there were occasions
where I got just one motif out of

line and had to begin all over
again with a new circle.

I then realised that the
easy method was to punch
out the 17 motifs required
from paper in the same
colour as the card mount
(black & white card). These
are then easily placed onto
the doily with a dab of glue
on the back to stick them in
place. After mounting you
can’t tell which method
was used as they look just 
the same.
You can use a completely

different colour for punching,
maybe to match the Lacé paper
or just for extra contrast (green
and gold cards) and this looks
just as effective. 

Perhaps after giving this a
try, you may find the original
method of punching the doily
easier for yourself, but at least
this article may have served to
bring the designs in this lovely
book to your attention.



Festive Fimo
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By Gill Darlington
You can buy ready made wooden or plastic

shapes similar to these but it is very satisfying
and much more personal to make your own and
they are really simple to do.

Materials Required:
Fimo Polymer Clay: Red, Green, Black, White,
Brown, Orange and Yellow.
I Pair of 5mm Joggle Eyes.
Scraps of White, Blue and Red Card 
(can be corrugated if you like).
White Gel Pen and Silver Sequin Stars.
A Cocktail Stick or Embroidery Needle.
P.V.A Craft Adhesive.
Card Mounts: SF03U in colour of your choice.

Tips For Modelling With Fimo:
1. Always wash your hands before using Fimo
as the slightest bit of dirt can discolour the piece
you are modelling, which can be very annoying.
2. When changing colours, wash your hands
again, this is especially important when changing
from a darker to a lighter colour or shade.
3. There are two types of Fimo, Soft and Classic.
The soft version can be shaped straight out of the
packet but can quickly become sticky, especially
if you have warm hands. Classic Fimo is harder,
it has to be ‘worked’ and warmed up before

shaping. If you don’t
take the time to do this
the Fimo will crumble.
I’ve found that Soft
Fimo suits me better as
my hands are always
cold (something never
appreciated by my
patients). The more
hot blooded artists
will probably prefer
Classic Fimo.
4. If mixing colours to
make a special shade,
make sure you mix
enough to complete

the piece as you will never get the exact shade
again.
5. When making two dimensional (flat) models
for cards, it’s very easy to overestimate how
much Fimo is required – so always work with
less than you think you need. 
6. Most model parts start out as a ball, formed by
rolling the Fimo between the palms of the hands.
This is then shaped and rolled (for flat models),
or moulded (for three dimensional models).
7. Once I am happy with the piece, I press it
flat onto an oven-proof tray. To build up a model,
I just add pieces gently as Fimo sticks easily
together. It can then go straight into the oven
without having to peel it off anything, potentially
ruining it’s shape.
8. Flat models don’t require the full baking time,
ten to fifteen minutes is all that is needed.
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9. Fix the Fimo onto the card
using adhesive pads or P.V.A.
Glue.
10. Use a cocktail stick or
embroidery needle to make 
any markings on the Fimo
before baking.

To Make The Cards:
All the diagrams are actual

size so you can place the pieces
onto them as you work to check
your sizes. Simply mould or roll
and cut the shapes and press
together, special instructions are
given below. The 3D models are
approx. 1cm thick in total, the
flat model is approx. 4mm thick.

Tree (Flat): 
Each of the tree pieces is 
the same shape but slightly
different sizes, overlap them 
to assemble. 

Reindeer (3D): 
Make the head flatter at the top
and deeper at the nose. The
tongue is a very thin flat piece
and curled at the tip to make a
‘lick’. Make the two large antler
pieces as shown. The six smaller
pieces are made from three

pieces cut in half as shown then pressed
against the two upright pieces.

Penguin (3D): 
The white band for the hat is added
after the hat is in place, use the strip to
the side for size. Add a tiny bit of yellow 
to the white and mix well when making
the eyes and front of the body. Cut
the wings out of the sides of the body
leaving them attached at the top, shape
the tips with your fingers. The feet are
made flat and quite thin then attached
with the toes outward. The nose is
cone shaped. 

Snowman (3D): 
Use the strip to the side for the brim of
the hat, place it flat onto the head before
adding the top piece. The scarf is made
from very thin flat pieces. Make the
narrower part first and tuck it around
the neck. Make wider part from a flat
piece cut to shape then add a small
round piece to finish the scarf.
Bake the fimo in the oven according to
the instructions on the packet and allow
to cool before mounting as desired.

Note: The gas oven 
setting is not usually
shown on the pack.
130ºC is equivalent to
gas mark 1⁄2.

Actual Size

Actual Size

Actual Size

Actual Size



Parchment Poinsettia
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By Shirley Marr

Materials Required:
140gsm Tracing Paper: 1 Piece 
15cm x 30.2cm and 2 Pieces 15cm x 15cm.
Clear Embossing Ink Pad.
White Embossing Powder.
Anita’s Stamps: 
Moon & Stars and Poinsettia.
Embossing Heat Gun.
Cutter or Scissors: Fancy Edge and 
Deckle Edge.
Pearl Micro Glitter.
A4 Sheets of Clean Paper.
Silver Krylon Gold Leafing Pen.
Marvy Le Plume Pens.
Dorso Pastels and Dorso Oil.
Embossing Pad and Embossing Tool.
Parchment Scissors and Kitchen Roll.
Scraps of Shiny Silver Card.
Happy Christmas Sticker.
Double Sided Tape and Mini Fixers.
Glue Stick.
Card Mount: DEC6U-43, Linen White.

To Make The Card:
Cut one of the small pieces of tracing paper

to 10cm x 13cm using the fancy edge cutter or
scissors. Place the background moon and stars
stamp with the rubber patterned side up and
press the clear embossing ink pad onto it making
sure all areas are inked. 

Place the fancy cut tracing paper on the
upturned stamp and gently press with your
fingers until you can see the image on it.

Fold a sheet of A4 paper in half, crease it 
then unfold it again. Taking care not to touch
the design, place the stamped image on the
white paper with the ink side up and sprinkle
with white embossing powder. Tip and tap the
parchment to ensure the powder covers all the

design then carefully tip the excess powder off
onto the white paper beneath. 

It’s important to remove any dots of powder
remaining around the design as they will become
very noticeable after embossing and will spoil
the work. Any which won’t tip off can be careful-
ly removed with a fine paintbrush which is very
lightly damp. Use the fold in the paper to funnel
the excess powder back into the container.

Make sure your work surface is protected
and emboss the design using the heat gun. 
Keep the gun a few inches away from the design
and keep moving it gently and slowly over the
design. Watch closely and as soon as all areas of
the design have embossed, turn off the heat gun.
Be careful to place it safely as it will be very hot. 

Turn the design over so it is face down on
a sheet of clean paper. Draw light, diagonal
squiggles of blue and pink Dorso pastel crayon
alternately across the back of the design. This
will look a bit garish but it will get much better
after blending. Fold a sheet of kitchen roll into
a pad, put a little Dorso oil onto the pad and
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rub gently across the crayon, following the
diagonal lines until the colours blend into each
other leaving a pretty pink and blue diagonal
patterned effect.

Highlight around the fancy cut edge using 
the silver pen, this doesn’t need to be very even
and it looks fine with some gaps as well.

Add a little micro glitter on the stars and
around some of the other symbols using the glue
stick. I have also added some short diagonal
stripes of micro glitter to enhance the blue and
pink diagonal lines across the background.

Using the same method as described above,
stamp the second small piece of tracing paper
with two images from the poinsettia stamp and
emboss them as before. 

Turn the poinsettias face down and colour on
the back using Mary Le Plume pens as follows.
Use dark green for the holly leaves and light
green for the mistletoe leaves. Use pink for the
poinsettia bracts, leave the berries uncoloured. 

Making sure they are dry first, cut around 
the two poinsettias using parchment scissors,
take care not to cut too close as you may find
the embossing will chip.

Place each poinsettia face down on the em-
bossing mat and gently emboss the holly and
mistletoe berries using the embossing tool, this
will make them go white. Finish off by covering
the holly berries, mistletoe berries and poinsettia
centre dots with the pearl micro glitter.

Using deckle edged scissors, cut the larger
piece of tracing paper to the exact size of the
unfolded card allowing 2mm extra for the fold.
Fold in half and unfold again. Colour what will
be the front half with Dorso colours as before,
but do a little less blending with the Dorso oil so
the diagonal stripes are more noticeable than on
the other piece. 

Fold the paper in half again and place it
around the folded card. Cut a piece of double-
sided tape to almost the height of the card and
place along the outside of the back panel close to
the fold. Peel off the backing and refold the trac-
ing paper over the card to stick them together. 

Attach the decorated parchment to the tracing
on the front of the card using small pieces of
double sided tape, place the tape where it will be
covered by the poinsettias or the wording panels
so it won’t be noticed. Use sticky or mini fixers to
attach the poinsettias using the photo as a guide
to position.

Using the deckled scissors cut a strip of
parchment approx. 13mm to 14mm wide and
100mm long. Stick the two wording stickers onto
the strip and still using the deckled scissors, snip
them apart fairly close to the words. Cut two
shiny silver deckled panels just a few millimetres
larger. Assemble the panels using double sided
tape and add the wording stickers. Stick them
into place using mini fixers.
The two cards on this page are the same design using
gold embossing powder and different colour pastels.



Golden Thread Trees
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By Susan Barlow
These trees are wound using my own 

template designs and the Spirelli/Spirella
method of winding. The templates were cut by
hand as I could not find a trimmer or scissors
with such a tiny deckled blade.

Materials Required:
Thin Card: Deep Green 6cm x 9cm, 
Red 4cm x 6cm and a Scrap of Dark Brown.
Fine Gold Thread.
Gold Label Stickers (all in gold): Borders:
XL460U-01, Happy Christmas: XL458U-01 
(similar) and Gold Holographic Stars: ZL175U-71.
Christmas Tree Background Paper.
P.V.A. Craft Adhesive, Mini Fixer Pads and Clear
Sticky Tape.
Card Mount: SF03U-61, Textura Bright White.

To Make The Card:
As these shapes are really quite fiddly to trace,

I recommend instead that you photocopy or scan
the diagram (below left) to help keep the shapes
as accurate as possible. You may even be able

to print straight onto
coloured card if you 
are scanning it at home. 

If you don’t have access to a pho-
tocopier or scanner you will have to
trace the diagram in the usual way. 

Glue the photocopy or tracing of
the tree onto the back of the green
card and the pot onto the red card.
Make sure all the points are well
covered with glue and allow to dry
thoroughly before cutting them out. 

The tree is wound in sections
which are shown in different colours
for clarity. The diagram on the left is
reversed so it is correct after sticking
to the back of your tree and pot. The
first and last complete wind of each
section are shown to make it easy
for you to check yourself as you
work. As the diagram is reversed,

threads crossing the front of the tree
are shown pale and threads crossing
the back are shown bright. All the
following diagrams show only the
front of the tree.

Actual Size

Begin winding the tree from the
blue section as follows. Lay the gold
thread on the back of the tree with
the long end towards 32 and use a
small piece of clear tape to secure
the end to the back of the tree. Wind
the thread into 32 and across the 
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front of the tree into
number 5. From 5 go
across the back into
31, from 31 across the
front into 4.

Continue winding
around in the same
way to complete the blue section: 30-3, 29-2, 28-1,
27-69, 26-68, 25-67 and 24-66.

Work the green section next. There is no need
to cut the thread, simply take it across the back 
of the tree bringing it slightly towards the middle
and place a
small piece of
tape across it
before continu-
ing as follows.
From the back
go into 1 and
across the front
into 42. From
42 go across
the back into
69. Continue
working around
in the same way to complete the green section.
69-41, 68-40, 67-39, 66-38, 65-37... up to 56-28.

The yellow section is worked next in the same
way as the green but around the bottom of the
tree. Bring the
thread across
the back of the
tree to come 
up at 1, wind
across the front
and down into
55. Continue
working around
as before. 69-54,
68-53, 67-52...
finishing at 43
to 28.

Because of the narrow
shape at the top of the
tree the red section is
wound in a different
order by alternating
from side to side. 

Bring the thread
across the back of the
tree to come into 1. Wind
across the front from 1 to
15 taking the thread just

around this top point to
come back to the front
at 14 and down into 28.
Go across the back to 2
and up into 16, across
the back to 13 and
down into 27. Go across
the back into 3 and up
into 17, across to 12 and
down to 26.

Continue alternating the winding in the same
way to complete the tree: 4-18 and 11-25, 5-19
and 10-24, 6-20 and 9-23, 7-21 and 8-22.

The pot is worked
in the same way as the
first 3 sections of the
tree. Start the pink 
section at 1-11, 2-12...
up to 12-22. Start the
purple section at 14-
26, 15-27 up to 29-9.

Cut two strips of background paper to fit
the card from top to bottom and approx. 35mm
wide. Fold the card and glue one strip onto the
left hand side of the front panel placing it so that
5mm of the left edge wraps around the fold onto
the back panel. Glue the other strip onto the
right hand side of the panel placing it so that
5mm of the right edge wraps around the open
edge of the card.

Using mini fixers, stick the tree in place with
the top of the tree 35mm down from the top
of the card. Cut an oblong trunk 5mm x 20mm
from brown card, glue onto the card tucking
the top under the lower centre of the tree. Use
mini fixers to stick the pot into place. Finish off
with a Christmas greeting, narrow borders and
holographic stars. Use a mini fixer pad behind
the star at the top of the tree. 
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By Mavis Wright
I have used double colour

paper for some of the pieces in
this design, single colour will
work without making too much
difference to the finished result.

Materials Required:
Natural Brown Corrugated 
Card 11cm x 16cm.
11 Cocktail Sticks.
Brown Cigarette Papers. 
Shaded Brown Raffia.
Gold Star Peel Off Sticker.
3mm Quilling Paper: Single
Colour in White, Pale Pink 
and Blue. Metallic Edged in
Cream/Silver and Blue/Gold. Double Colour in
Yellow/Light Yellow, Dark Green/Light Green
and Dark Brown/Light Brown.
Scrap of 3mm Thick Brown Card (a piece of an
old corrugated cardboard box is about right).
P.V.A. Craft Adhesive.
Card Mount: DE02U-10, Parchment Cream.

To Make The Card:
Turn the natural corrugated face down and

mark the centre along the bottom edge. Measure
out from the centre mark each side to 67mm.
From these outer marks measure up 65mm 
tapering in slightly by just 4mm and make
another mark each side. Draw a line between 

the marks to make the two uprights. The top 
is a gentle arc, a plate approx 16cm diameter 
is perfect for drawing around or use a pair of
compasses. 

The shape is also shown actual size on the
assembly diagram on the following page, you
can simply trace it from there if you prefer. 

Glue the cut out frame behind the aperture
with the top of the curve 1cm from the aperture
edge and centrally from side to side. Fold the
card so the correct flap shows behind the frame
and add a gold star close to the top of the 
background and just off centre. I have used some
of the waste pieces on a sticker sheet I had for
the rays around the star. Glue the card closed. 

Cover each cocktail stick with a brown
cigarette paper and trim off the pointed ends 
of the sticks showing at the ends of the paper.

Trace the shape from the diagram (below)
and stick it firmly onto the thick card. Cut the
shape out using a knife and ruler to keep the
lines straight. 

Turn the thick card
so it is paper side down
and glue nine of the
covered sticks onto it,
place the bottom stick
so it just overlaps the Actual Size
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lower edge a little and hides the cardboard. The
top will be covered so it doesn’t matter if it is a
perfect fit or not. 

Trim the sticks at the sides as necessary to the
shape of the cardboard and glue a stick each side
to make the uprights. Trim the two uprights to
leave a little extra top and bottom as shown and
glue it onto the lower centre of the scene.

Baby Jesus:
Make the baby’s head

using a 1⁄6 length of pink. 
Make a loose coil and squeeze
slightly at opposite sides
without pinching. Fold a short
length of cream/silver in half
and glue. Curve it round to make the half halo
and trim to length. Glue the head a little above
the top of the crib with the halo around it. 

Mary: 
Begin the dress with a

husking using blue paper,
you will need more than
one strip so glue two
lengths together before
starting. The husking can
be wound by hand using
the diagram on the right
as a guide (start from the
centre and use alternate
side winding), or by winding around pins on a
board. See the ‘History of Quilling’ article in
issue 34 for more details. 

Using a 1⁄2 length of blue/gold for each, wind
5 coils loosely by hand. Squeeze gently to make
elongated shapes. These pieces fit into the
wound husking, one
in each section. A little
glue on the inside of the
husking before inserting
the shapes will hold them
in place. Pinch the top
ends to a point and add
a little more glue on the
back to help keep all the
pieces together.

Actual Size
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Make one loose coil
from a full length of
white. Place it next to
the blue dress and
pinch the top to a
sharp point, glue it
along the length where
it touches the blue
paper. Glue into place
on the background.

Use a 1⁄2 length 
of white to make a
loose coil and pinch
into shape for the 
headdress. Use 1⁄4
length of pink to make
a loose coil and press
into a half moon shape
for the face. Glue both
onto the background.

Make a loose coil
from 1⁄6 length of white
for the arm. Pinch at
opposite sides and 
flatten slightly. 

Make a loose coil
from 1⁄6 length of pale
pink for the hand and
pinch at one end to
make an elongated
teardrop. The next bit
needs careful handling.
Cut the outer two rings
above the bulge as
shown in the enlarged
diagram, fold the left end away and glue the
other ends onto the coil. Glue the arm and hand
onto the side of Mary’s dress,

Joseph:
Make 6 loose coils

for the robe as follows.
Use approximately 1⁄2
lengths of double
colour paper for
each shape, varying 
the length to suit.
Winding the coils 
loosely by hand, 
make 2 in yellow, 2 in
green and 2 in brown.
Squeeze gently to make
elongated shapes as
shown in the diagram. 

Glue the shapes
together in the order
shown and pinch at the
top to a point, glue on
the back to help keep
them together. Wind
one turn around the
outside using brown
paper and glue the
end. Add a small piece
of brown to the top of
the robe for a collar
bending to the shape
shown. Glue onto the background.

For the headdress,
take a 1⁄2 length of green,
brown and yellow
and roll together into 
a loose coil, this can 
be rolled on a tool or
loosely by hand if you
prefer. Pinch at one end
to form the shape. 

Use 1⁄4 length of
pink to make a loose
coil and pinch into a
half moon shape for 
the face. Glue both
onto the background.

Make a loose coil
from a 1⁄6 length of dark
brown/light brown
and pinch at one end 
to form a teardrop for the beard. Glue onto the
background.

Use 1⁄6 length of dark
green/light green dou-
ble colour paper make
a loose coil and pinch
to form an elongated
teardrop for the arm. 

Wind 3 or 4 turns of pink onto the tool, allow
to loosen a little then glue the end. Pinch slightly
to shape at one side for the hand. Glue the arm
and hand into place.

Snip the shaded
brown raffia into short
lengths and glue onto
the top of the crib and
along the bottom of the
aperture to finish.

Please note: A half length of paper is 
approximately 22mm (83⁄4”).
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By Catherine 
Collet-Matringe

Materials Required:
Blue or Black Carbon Paper.
Black/White Silhouette Paper 
12cm x 17cm: SCH01.
Gold Paper 12cm x 17cm.
Thin White Textured Card 12cm x 17cm.
Tracing Paper 12cm x 17cm.
Sharp Pencil and Masking Tape.
Small Sharp Scissors and Cocktail Stick.
P.V.A. Craft Adhesive.
Card Mount: AP01G-GO-30, White Gold.

To Make The Card:
Place the silhouette paper white side up

inside the magazine, directly underneath the 
diagram on this page. Slip the carbon paper
between the silhouette paper and the magazine
page with the inky side down. Keep the papers
in place with a little masking tape.

Place the tracing paper over the diagram and
tape lightly in place at the corners. Using a sharp

pencil to keep the lines as accurate as possible,
trace carefully over all the lines which are filled
black. Use a light, even pressure to mark the
silhouette paper through the carbon paper.

Remove the silhouette paper from under the
page and replace it with gold paper, if the paper
is gold on only one side, make sure the gold side
is facing down. Re-tape in place and trace the
gold objects then remove all the papers from 
the magazine.

Cut out the silhouette design and gold pieces.
Use the points of the scissors to pierce through

the paper before cutting
small enclosed areas of 
the design such as the
legs and straw under the
manger.

Apply glue to the back
of the silhouette paper
using a cocktail stick and
stick the design onto the
textured white card. Add
the gold strip overlapping
the lower edge of the
black paper by 3 or 4mm.
Glue the crowns onto the
heads of the three kings
and the stars into the sky. 

Mount the design into
the card in the usual way
and glue the card closed.

Actual Size
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By Gwen Paxton

Materials Required:
Brass Fir Tree Stencil.
Holly Leaf Paper Punch.
Sequins: Red & Green Christmas
Trees, Red Holographic Dots and
Silver Leaping Reindeer.
Silver Happy Christmas Sticker:
XL409U-02.
Scraps of Mid Green Paper.
Light Blue Shimmer Paper 
8cm x 10cm.
A Lightbox.
Masking Tape.
A Mini Fixer Pad.
UHU All Purpose Adhesive (black top).
Card Mount: DEC3U-43, Linen White.

To Make The Card:
Place the stencil on the lightbox with the

design reversed. Position the front panel of 
the opened out card face down over the stencil
with the design centred onto it and tape both
into place.

The lightbox will allow you to see the stencil
design through the card, use the embossing tool
as you would a pencil to emboss the edges of 
the trees and the aperture shape onto the card.
Remove the design from the lightbox.

Place the
shimmer paper
face down on
the work surface
and position 
the stencil (still
reversed) onto 
it. Draw the oval
aperture shape
(including the
edge where it
joins the trees) onto the back of the shimmer
paper using the stencil as a template. 

Cut out the shimmer paper aperture and glue
it over the stencilled oval on the card front. 

Punch out some holly leaves from green
paper and glue them around the edge of the oval
of blue paper covering the join and overlapping
the end of each previous leaf by just a little.

Glue the three leaping reindeer into an arc
across the sky and glue on a green sequin tree
close to the lower right of the blue paper.

Glue three red holographic sequin dots at the
end of each holly leaf and add a tiny red dot to
the nose of the front reindeer.

Place a mini fixer pad on the back of the red
sequin tree and stick into place so it half overlaps
the green tree already on the card. Finish by
placing the Happy Christmas sticker along the
top of the card.
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Above: Ann Heard, Aberdeen.
This is made on a double fold card which gives a
base to help the finished design stand up. Tree
is cut from corrugated card and decorated with
ribbon and sequins. Presents are folded paper, a
paper teddy and button.

Above: Tansy Clarke, Bolton. 
Two rubber stamped bears with glitter sky, stars
and snow hills.
Right: Beryl Knight, Kent. 
A cross stitch tree with bead candles and button
star. I have made a pot from wood veneer and a
glossy bag with tissue wrapping

Above: Shirley Young, Sheffield. 
I adapted the shape of this robin from an
old Christmas card making him up from
scraps of felt and ribbon.

Below: Mavis Elliott, Inverness. 
Scene cut from a stencil, mounted onto an
oval offcut set onto white and red panels.

Above: Deborah Lamb, Norfolk. 
Bought plastic shapes make the basis for this
design. I have
woven some
ribbon strips to
make a border
design and to
support the tree.
Using a double
aperture card
allows the work
to separate from
the green insert.

Right: 
Mrs P. Leaman,
South Gloucester. 
A small cross
stitch design with
a big message.

Below: Lorraine Wilson, East Yorkshire. 
A very simple design in monochromatic
tones. It has a silver panel with a white
glitter panel over it, a single plastic motif
from a chain is used with snowflake and
star stickers along the bottom.
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Left: Joan Fenwick, Enfield. 
Silk painted background with a 
silhouette sticker over it. The
ripples are added with pen and
the wording is calligraphy.

Above: Angela Greenwood,
Buckinghamshire. Encaustic wax back-
ground with a rubber stamped tree. 

Below: Julie Giles, Wales. 
Layered background using printed
parchment and rubber stamped word-
ing panel with a tea bag folded motif.
Decorated with a plastic snowflake
chain and Gold Label wording.

Above: Marianne Van Beelen, Netherlands. 
I made this card by scrunching up some 
tissue and 
glueing it to a
piece of card.
Once it was
dry I brushed 
it with a 
wax gilt 
and added a
rhinestone 
to finish. 

Right: 
Sue Goodman, Birmingham. 
An unusual presentation with
the card folded to make a square.
The top edge is trimmed to the
shape of a row of stickers and a
découpage design is worked on
each of the 4 panels.

Below: 
Bernadette Wilshaw, Staffs. 
I stamped the scene using a
‘Brilliance’ stamp pad and added
extra snow with a paintbrush and
3D paint, adding highlights with
gold pen. The frame is cut from
an aperture card and stuck on
with foam pads.

Above: Grace Kirk, Sheffield. 
Rubber stamped design. Kimono is 

embellished with gel pens 
and glitter pens.
Below: 
Shirley Roulston, Gwynedd. 
Silk leaves, ribbon roses and 
a feather bouquet.
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Above: 
Danielle Harris, 
Surrey. 
Parchment design inspired by
a Richelieu embroidery pattern
I saw in an old magazine.

Left: 
Joan Chatfield, 
Staffordshire. 
Paper punched flowers with
Gold Label butterfly. One 
sticker is placed on the card
and filled with glitter with a
second one on acetate fixed 
by the centre only.

Below:
Rosemary Steward, 
Norfolk. 
I have used Clarity stamps for
this design, stamping the verses
onto white paper, backing and
edging them with gold. The
mice and wording are stamped
directly onto the card.

Left:  
Wendy Green, Surrey.
Christmas baubles 
made using the
‘spirella’ method. 
The white discs have 
a coloured disc 
offset behind them 
to enhance the colour
of thread used.
Right: 
Anita Easton, Sheffield.
Angel made from 
various bits, head is air
dry clay with a scrap of
wire tinsel for the halo.
Wings are cut from
metal foil and the dress
is wire edged ribbon.

Left: Ruth Dennis, Devon. 
Wooden pot with coiled wire stems and paper
punched flowers.

Left: Debbie Cullis, Isle of Lewis. 
Living on this island there are many sheep and I
wanted to make a card using sheep wool. I glued
the wool onto some gold wrapping paper and
added a border of gold outliner, I then cut the face
and feet from grey paper tucking them under the
wool and finished with gold stickers.

Below: Mrs D. Eames, Devon. 
Half a tree shape is cut into the front
panel of a card, then folded back on
itself to make the tree stand out. The
tree is edged in border stickers with
bead candles stitched through the card.
Cut out ornaments hang from gold
thread and presents are fixed with 
foam pads.
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Above: 
Valerie Hine, Shropshire. 
Silk flower bouquet over 
silver card to match
the border and wording.
Right: 
Anita Harrison, Flintshire. 
Door cut from gold paper, 
frosted window of accent
beads with a sticker edge.
The tree is cut from Vivelle
and the wreath is made
from paper punches and
glitter glue.
Below: 
Jean Kaby, Northampton. 
These crown patterns
come from a kit but the 
presentation is my own. I
have stitched onto panels
and edged them with gold stickers and mounted
them with sticky fixers.

Above: Marian Fey, Surrey.
Lacé border with a coloured
insert behind, a tatted 
bouquet and rubber stamped
wording.

Above Centre: Mary Graves, Dorset. 
Hand painted scene on silk.
Above: Liz Jervis, Swansea. 
An arrangement of pressed flowers.
Left: Joy Porter, Essex. 
Handbag and hat made from wallpaper
with gold thread and cord. 
Below: Doreen Ryder, S. Yorkshire. 
Pressed flowers behind an acetate cover
made by using a sticker on acetate, 
trimming to the sticker edge and then 
fixing over the flowers with foam pads.
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Above: 
Brigid Hutchinson, Hertfordshire. 
Metallic charm seahorse 
surrounded by a mosaic border 
cut from mirri card.
Right:  
Judy Lindsay, Manchester. 
Hand cut panels and card edge 
with sequin figures and tassel
made from silver thread. Hand
written message.
Below: Ms Turner, Sunderland.
A collage fairy over a paper
napkin background. I have used
leaves for the wings, the head and arms are from 
a hair tie as is the pink dress with a lilac organza 
ribbon underskirt.

Above: Brenda Smith, Hull.
This design uses fresh leaves and
flowers bonded to fabric and covered
with a sheer fabric.
Below: Marie Elliott, Sunderland. 
The front panel of a single fold card 
has been cut to a pram shape which 
is trimmed with lace and stickers. 
A hand cut panel over the back flap
adds contrast.

Above: 
B. Wolfe, 
Essex. 
Parchment craft card
coloured with pens
and dorso crayons.

Right: 
Frances Setford, 
West Sussex. 
I made my own teabag
paper using a multicolour
stamp pad with a brayer
roller.

Above: Paddi Horn, Glasgow. 
Wooden shapes mounted onto gloss
background paper. Card detail is gel
pen dots and wording with Gold
Label snowflakes.



All back issues, from Issue 1 onwards, of the Craft Creations Magazine are available at £3.00 each,
U.K. Post & Packing Free, from Craft Creations Ltd at the address and telephone number below.

Magazine Subscriptions are also available, please phone or write for more details.
Craft Creations Limited, Ingersoll House, Delamare Road, Cheshunt,

Hertfordshire, EN8 9HD, England.   Tel: 01992 781900   Fax: 01992 634339
Website - www.craftcreations.com   Email - enquiries@craftcreations.com

◆ For People Who Enjoy Making Greetings Cards ◆

◆ Greetings Card Projects ◆ Designer Profiles ◆ Patterns ◆ Readers Gallery ◆

Issue 25 - Spring 2002 Issue 26 - Summer 2002

Issue 27 - Autumn 2002 Issue 28 - Winter 2002 Issue 29 - Spring 2003 Issue 30 - Summer 2003

Issue 34 - Summer 2004

Issue 23 - Autumn 2001 Issue 24 - Winter 2001

Issue 31 - Autumn 2003 Issue 32 - Winter 2003 Issue 33 - Spring 2004

http://www.craftcreations.com
mailto:enquiries@craftcreations.com

	Welcome
	3D Découpage
	Christmas Squares
	Church Window
	Candle Windows
	Christmas Birthdays
	Moonlight Cats
	Incire Tree
	Holly Wreath
	Jolly Snowman
	Winter Landscape
	Lynda Brown
	Punched Doilies
	Festive Fimo
	Parchment Poinsettia
	Golden Thread Trees
	Christmas Crib
	Glad Tidings
	Cameo Christmas
	Gallery

