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It’s Tub TimeIt’s Tub Time
www.allzim.com  •  www.zimsautotechnik.com

PERTRONIX IGNITOR
“NEVER CHANGE POINTS AGAIN!”

FAX# 817-545-2002DUE TO CURRENCY FLUCTUATIONS PRICES MAY CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

----- ZIMS IS YOUR COMPLETE -----
12 VOLT CONVERSION SOURCE

12V Generator, exchange   535.00
12V Alternator Conversion Kit   639.50
12V Alternator Bosch   285.00
Instrument Voltage Module   64.95
Wiper Motor Voltage Reducer   99.95
12V Gear Reduction Starter   225.00
Voltage Reducer for Relays   22.00
12V Hella “Correct Look” Horns   69.95
12V Bulb Kit   79.00
12V Bosch “Original Blue” Coil   59.95

CALL US TOLL FREE
1-800-356-2964
1804 RELIANCE PARKWAY • BEDFORD, TEXAS 76021 • 817-267-4451

Zims Autotechnik is not affiliated with Porsche AG or PCNA  ® Registered Trademark of Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche A.G.  The term “Zimmin” is a ® Registered Trademark of Dr. Zim.

STEERING & SUSPENSION
Steering Components
Tie Rod Assembly, Left              69.95
Tie Rod Assembly, Right 119.95
Steering Box R&R Service 699.95
356C Steering Coupler 59.95
King and Link Pin Kits 
King Pin Kit German 59.00
Link Pin, German (Sintered Bushing) 84.00
Link Pin, German (Brass Bushing) 230.00
King and Link Pin Service from  540.00
Shocks 
KYB Shock Kit, (set of 4) 144.00
Boge Shock Kit, (set of 4)      260.00
Call  A Parts Professional Now!

NO CREDIT CARD SURCHARGESAME DAY SHIPPING

High Performance
Ignition Systems

BRAKES
Brake Upgrades 
Dual Circuit Master Cylinder Kit 225.95
Drum to Disc Brake Conversion Kit 799.95
Brake Shoes and Pads 
Brake Shoes, All Drums, Rebuilt ex 110.75
Brake Pads, Disc Brakes, Frt or Rr from 31.50
Don’t forget to repack your wheel bearings!
Master Cylinders and Wheel Cylinders 
Master Cylinder, w/Drum Brakes, w/ resv 144.50
German Wheel Cylinder Repair Kit 11.50
New Wheel Cylinders, Front 52.50
New Wheel Cylinders, Rear 52.50
Master Cylinder, Disc Brakes, OEM 99.95
Master Cylinder, Disc Brakes, Repro  74.95
Calipers and Kits 
NEW 356C Calipers pair  460.00
NEW 356C Calipers, Rear pair  239.90
Caliper Rebuild Kit Front  20.85
Caliper Rebuild Kit Rear 10.50
Stainless Steel Caliper Pistons from  41.00
Rotors 
Front Rotor, 356C 65.00
Rear Rotor 356C 130.00
Brake Hose Kits 
356A, Rubber Brake Line Kit 64.90
356A, Braided Stainless, DOT 105.50
356B or C, Rubber Brake Line Kit 51.80
356B or C, Braided Stainless, DOT 99.95

GENERATORS

6V Generator with Exchange - $485.00
12V Generator with Exchange - $535.00

6V Voltage Regulator - from $175.00
Generator Pulley Halves - $22.00
Generator Belt, Geniune - $13.95

The Finest in The Word!
VOLT VOLT
12 6

TUNE IT UP!
Full Distributor Tune Up Kits- Including 
Distributor Cap, Rotor, Points, & Condenser
Cast Iron Distributor 42.00
“031” Distributor 43.85
“050” Distributor 56.50
Spark Plugs
Bosch Copper Super Spark Plugs 2.75
Bosch Platinum Spark Plugs 6.50
Spark Plug Wire Sets
Spark Plug Wire Set 356/912 45.00
8MM High Performance Wire Set 79.95
Coils
6V Bosch “Silver” Coil 62.50
6V Bosch “Blue” Coil 79.95
6V Bosch “Black” Original Look 74.95
Restored Distributors
18 Cast Iron (exchange) 455.00
0231129022 455.00
Carburetor Kits
Solex 40PII, with accelerator pumps 49.95
Zenith 32NDIX, with accelerator pumps 39.95

FILTERS
Oil Filter, Mahle  11.50
Oil Sump Gasket Set  7.50
Air Filters, Zenith 32NDIX 18.25
Zims Undercar Fuel Filter Heavy Duty! 30.00
Fuel Filter, Clear Inline 2.95

CHEMICALS
Brad Penn Motor Oil, 1 Case 100.68
Brad Penn Motor Oil, 2 Cases 177.36
SWEPCO 201 Gear Lube 63.99
SWEPCO 203 Gear Lube 69.50
Stabil Fuel Stabilizer Additive 16.95

ENGINE HARD PARTS
Connecting Rod Nuts  3.75
Oil Filter Canister Lines, from 32.50
Heavy Duty Gland Nut 48.00
Piston Ring Sets, from 69.95
Engine Gasket Set Upper or Lower    from 68.99
Pushrods, Chromoly, Set of 8 149.95
VW Style Oil Cooler 129.95
Aluminum Oil Cooler 575.00
Main Bearnings, various sizes                     CALL
Rod Bearings                                      from 39.95

               
356 Fuel Pumps
Repair Kits, Restored APG & 
DVG Pumps, Electric Pumps

DVG Perfect Resto w/exchange . . . . . . . . . . 499.00
APG Perfect Resto w/exchange . . . . . . . . . . 289.95
DVG Rebuild Kit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   70.95
APG Reguild Kit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   43.95
Electric Fuel Pump Prime or Drive . . . . . . . . .   52.50
Three Way Switch Bump/Off/Run . . . . . . . . .   16.95

WHEEL BEARINGS & SEALS FOR ALL 356
W h e e l  B e a r i n g s ,  F r o n t  W h e e l  S e a l s , 
Rear Axle Seal Kits, Heavy Duty Grease.

356 RESTORATION SHEET METAL
Original Simonsen 356 Panels

FROM GERMANY by Torsten Walsdorff

Many Refinements!
Never Before Offered Pieces!

Unmatched Quality & Craftsmanship!
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Regional 356 Clubs - Americas

U.S. WEST
356 Club, Southern California   356club.org
Gary Dunavan, 
4865 Via del Corral, Yorba Linda, CA. 92887   
714-326-5526   Ruby356sc@gmail.com  
 
356 California Alta Region Club   356car.org  
Kim Nelson   2771 Ponderosa Road
Shingle Springs, CA 95682
916-337-7716   knelson356@gmail.com.

California Central Coast   www.CCC356Club.org
Martin Howell
PO Box 457, San Luis Obispo, CA 93406
marthowe@yahoo.com  805-544-5389

356 Group Northwest   356groupnw.org
Mike L Thornton, P.O. Box 536,  
Long Beach, WA. 98631   253-350-2098 
MikeLThornton@hotmail.com 

Sierra 356 Club
Barry Fleischer, 25 DeAnza Drive, Reno, NV 89511 
775-853-0826   bfleisch@nvbell.net

Rocky Mountain 356 Club  
www.rockymountain356club.org
Chris Carlston, 720-456-5601
ccarlston@gmail.com  

Mountainland 356 Club  
Edward Radford, 1568 Connecticut Dr.
Salt Lake City, UT 84103     
801-521-7330   eerad11@gmail.com

Hawaii 356 Owners Group  
Rick Woltz, 719 N. Kainalu Drive, Kailua, HI 96734 
808-262-5417   rick356@hawaiiantel.net

U.S. SOUTH
Southern Owners Group   www.356sog.org
Dennis Jones   dj@radiojones.com 
P.O. Box 5356, Atlanta, GA 31107   404-432-1450

Tennessee Tubs (on facebook)
Nate J. Greene   1018 Chancery Lane
Nashville, TN 37215   natejgreene@comcast.net

Thunder Road Tubs   Jim Johnston 
Knoxville, TN   jjohnston356@mac.com

Florida Owners Group   356fog.com
Alan Winer, 8311 C.R. 208, St. Augustine, FL 32092
904-436-5085   alanwiner1@gmail.com

U.S. EAST
Potomac 356 Owner’s Group (DC area)  
Sandy Kemper, 517 Dartmouth Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910  301-585-0897 
kempgav@verizon.net

356 Mid Atlantic  
Dan Haden, 715 St. Andrews Road
Philadelphia, PA 19118   dhaden3@gmail.com

356BURGH (Pittsburgh, PA)
www.facebook.com/356Burgh

356 Southern Connecticut Register, Ltd. 
Ed Hyman, Box 35, Riverside, CT 06878
edhyman@charter.net

TYP356 Northeast   www.typ356ne.org
Allen Sisson, President   dkwf5700@gmail.com

U.S. MIDWEST
Group 356 St. Louis Region 
Mark Todorovich   314-444-1962
Suite 500 10001 Highland Plaza Dr. W.
St. Louis, Mo. 63110   enjoyen@yahoo.com

Midwest 356 Club   www.midwest356.org
Eric Smith  708-870-1403
president@midwest356.org

Wisconsin 356 Club
Tom Spiegel   414-425-5584  
10110 W. Bunny Ct., Hales Corners, WI 53130  

Fahr North  
Phil Saari, 651-484-0303   ps356er@yahoo.com
649 Arbogast St, Shoreview, MN 55126

356 Motor Cities Gruppe   www.356mcg.com 
Barbara Skirmants, 3359 Kings Mill Road
North Branch, MI 48461  810-688-2059

Drei Staaten Gruppe  
www.dreistaatengruppe.com.   Carl Iseman  
3206 Golden Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45226
carl.iseman@gmail.com    513-702-0624   

Ohio Tub Fanatics   ohiotubfan@neo.rr.com
Richard King  330-678-6259 
1500 Fairchild Avenue, Kent, OH 44240

U.S. SOUTHWEST
Arizona Outlaws 356 Club   
Steve Proctor, president (520) 419-0359
7330 E. Wikieup Circle   Tucson, AZ  85750
stp356@gmail.com   az356outlaws.org

Tub Club (Dallas - Fort Worth TX)
356tubclub.org   George Maffey
940-597-1236   gemno3@outlook.com

Lone Star 356 Club
Mark Roth, 3010 Fairway Drive
Sugar Land, Texas 77478
281-491-1325   mroth356@earthlink.net

Zia 356
David Gensler, 25 Davis Loop, Placitas, NM 87043
505-247-0234   dgensler@mrgcd.com

CANADA
Maple Leaf 356 Club of Canada   Mike Kieley  
P.O. Box 220, Rockwood, ON  Canada N0B 2K0
519-856-1232   mike@smartseniors.ca

MEXICO 
Porsche Club Mexico A.C.
porscheclubmx@yahoo.com
www.porscheclubmexico.com.mx

European 356 Clubs

Porsche 356 Club Deutschland e.V.
Heinrich Besserer, Wilhelm-Beck-Str. 21
88662 Ueberlingen, Germany, 0049-171-4165707 
info@porsche-356-club-deutschland.de
www.Porsche-356-Club-Deutschland.de

356 Register of Porsche Club Great Britain
Fred Hampton, 356@porscheclubgb.com

Registro Italiano Porsche 356 
Roberto Bertaccini  
www.registroitalianoporsche356.it

356 Porsche Club de France
356@porscheclub.fr, 356.typepad.fr

Porsche Classic Club Austria
office@porsche-classic-club.at

Porsche 356 Klubb, Sverige
Mikael Marin, Majvagen 25, S-167 52
Bromma, Sweden   www.porsche356klubb.se

Porsche Classic Club Luxembourg
paul.decker@education.lu
 
Porsche 356 Club Schweiz
Frank Baumann, www.porsche-356-club.ch 

356 Stammtisch in South Germany
kontakt@356-stammtisch-mannheim.de

Porsche 356 Klubb Norge
Postboks 20 NO-3521 JEVNAKER
torf@mamut.com

Porsche 356 Club Nederland
Gert van Dam, president
info@porsche356club.nl

Porsche Club Classic Belgium
info@porsche-classic-club.be

Porsche Classic Club Danmark
Vestergade 83, DK-8000 Aarhus C
info@porscheclassic.dk

Club Porsche 356 Espana 
acasas@porsche-club356spain.com

ASIA-PACIFIC CLUBS
Australian Porsche 356 Register
PO Box 277 Port Melbourne, Vic 3207 Australia
www.356.com.au

356 Down Under (New Zealand)
c/o Porsche Club NZ, Inc.
PO box 34-356, Birkenhead, Auckland 0746
www.porsche.org.nz

Porsche 356 Club of Japan
356club@neko.co.jp

AFRICA
Porsche 356 Register of South Africa
peterd@carreramotors.co.za
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Trustees
Debbie Cooper, Insurance 
1148 Saint Finegan Drive, 
West Chester, PA 19382
484-437-9779

Curt Dansby, President, 
Website Coordinator
1644 Maryland Ave. 
Charlotte, NC 28209
704-231-9720 

Bob Garretson
6412 Lancaster Drive
Warrenton, VA. 20187
209-604-5518 cell

Frank Hood, Media
10708 Forest Run Dr. 
Bradenton, FL 34211
727-564-7327

Jim Johnston, Vice Pres.
493 Cherokee Blvd.
Knoxville, TN 37919
334-740-0839

Gerald McCormick
1833 St. Ann Street
Jackson, MS 39202
601-918-7949

Pat Yanahan
7754 S. County Line Road  
Burr Ridge, IL 60527  
312-718-0732
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Membership Questions? 
View and update your profile at 
www.Porsche356Registry.org
Email:  Membership@Porsche356Registry.org    
Phone: Membership hotline: 651-433-0165
Mail: P.O. Box 356, Stillwater, MN 55082 USA

The opinions and statements expressed in Porsche 356 Registry 
magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of 356 Registry, Inc., 
its trustees, officers or the Publisher. Technical data and proce-
dures described herein are the opinions of the authors and carry 
no claim of authenticity or suitability for a particular purpose from 
356 Registry or the Publisher. Any procedures described herein 
are carried out at the reader’s own risk. PORSCHE®, the Porsche 
Crest Design®, 356™ and the distinctive shape of the PORSCHE® 
356™ automobile are trademarks of Porsche AG. Publisher  
reserves the right to edit or refuse publication and is not responsi-
ble for errors or omissions. 
No part of Porsche 356 Registry magazine may be reproduced in 
any form without the express written permission of the publisher. 
Copyright ©2019 by Porsche 356 Registry, Inc.,P.O. Box 356,  
Stillwater, MN 55082. Produced and printed in U.S.A.
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In the
MAIL

Certificates of Authenticity Replaced

There has been much discussion on the 356 Talk Forum, and at the 
various Cars and Coffees around the country, about the demise of 
the Certificate of Authenticity (CoA) as we know it. A couple of years 

ago, Porsche Cars North America (PCNA) stopped providing the engine 
and transmission serial numbers on the CoA, though, if you provided 
those numbers, Porsche would confirm their correctness. This was frus-
trating but understandable, as it would prevent individuals or shops from 
mocking up numbers and enhancing the value of cars that may have been 
patched together from “donor” cars.  

The Porsche CoA has now been replaced by two new certifications 
available from Porsche. These are the Classic Technical Certificate (CTC) 
and the Porsche Production Specification (PPS). I apologize for all the 
acronyms. That is the Porsche way!

The CTC is designed for classic vehicles and is only available through 
Porsche Classic Partners or other eligible dealers. A dealer’s eligibility 
to provide this service hinges on having both a Certified Service Advi-
sor (having completed Classic Service Advisor training) and a Certified 
Technician who have completed a multipart training process.

The CTC involves an appointment and inspection at the dealership. 
The dealership sends the VIN of the car to PCNA, which then gathers 
the internal information available to them about the vehicle. The classic 
service technician will perform a 63-point technical inspection of the 
car. Should it fail any of these checks, the dealership will offer you the 
opportunity to have them repair it. After finalizing the data, it will be sent 
to PCNA to couple with their research. Approximately five weeks later, the 
dealer will receive the CTC. They will sign the certificate and determine 
how to get it to you. The cost for the CTC is $500.

The PPS is available directly from Porsche. This document resem-
bles the former CoA. Available directly from PCNA at a cost of $110 plus 
shipping, it is available for the U.S. and Canada only. The PPS certificate 
will not include engine or transmission numbers. Was it only 12-15 years 
ago you could get a CoA, as a club member, for $25? 

Major differences between the two certificates are as follows:
PPS includes:
Vehicle ID number
Model year/type
Date of production
Verification of engine and transmission type
Engine displacement
Exterior information (tire brand, country equipment)
Interior color and code
Interior information (material)
Optional equipment

CTC includes all of the above, plus:
Delivery point
Verification of engine and transmission numbers
63-point technical inspection
Professional images of your classic vehicle
List of test points that did not meet requirements
Expert opinion about your classic vehicle
Personal contact with Classic specialists
Opportunity to repair test points that did not meet requirements
Tom Roos of Porsche Southpoint, Durham, NC

Trophy Time

A 
couple of 356s picked up hardware at the recent Porsche Parade 
in July in Boca Raton, Florida. A nicely restored Signal Red 1964 
356SC entered by Shannon Kennedy (Shenandoah Region) won first 

place and a Gmünd Gold achievement in the Restoration Full Group with 
299 points. Meanwhile, a 1961 356 Roadster entered by Tom Blash (Gold 
Coast Region) took second place in the Full 356 Restoration class with 
287.2 points. Bruce Sweetman

The new Porsche Classic Technical Certificate. Photo courtesy PCNA Top: The winning Kennedy 356. Bottom: The Blash Roadster.
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Porsche: Excellence... Is Updated

Karl Ludvigsen’s landmark multi-volume book, Porsche: Excellence 
Was Expected, has been updated for 2019. The most obvious 
differences are physical: rather than three volumes, this new edition 

comes in a set of four, with new cover designs to boot. Gone is the slipcase 
of the 2008 edition. According to Bentley Publishing Director Janet 
Barnes, this change was made to make the book more usable. 

“This is often a heavily used reference book,” Barnes said. “Readers 
find the slipcase to be cumbersome when they are reaching for a particular 
volume on the shelf to look something up. Also, the sheer weight of the four-
book set makes lifting them all at once in a slipcase somewhat difficult!”

More importantly, Ludvigsen not only brought the book up to date 
by adding coverage of new vehicles, up to and including the Taycan and 
992-chassis 911, he also made revisions throughout. The changes bring 
the book up to 132 chapters, 2,834 pages, 1.5 million words, and more 
than 3,000 photos and illustrations. The book was released on September 
3 and retails for $524.95.

married. They bought a house and moved, so I bought her condo near 
mine to operate as a rental.

A few years later her younger sister was ready to move out on her 
own, and her family approached me about buying back the condo. By that 
time I was already married and had moved away, so I said, “Why not?” 
The unit had about $7,500 of equity in it, and they asked me if I’d consider 
taking one of the Porsches as down payment. I said, “Sure, I’ll take the 
cab.” They signed me over the cab, assumed my loan, and that was that.

It was just the car you’d want: a California car with three owners 
from new. It was a 1600 Normal with all-original black paint, red interior, 
and a white top. It was wonderfully worn in, but with no signs of abuse, 
damage, or dumb mods. It just glowed with time and use and enjoyment... 
no accidents, no rust, no stories. The father had stopped driving it some 
years before, but it “ran when parked,” as they say. I trailered it home, 
cleaned it up some, filled it with fresh gas, charged the 6-volt battery for 
about 20 hours, and of course it fired right up and drove great.

By this time I had several other old cars, and a wife, and twin babies, 
and my house needed a roof, so I put the cab up for sale for $11,000, and 
was thrilled to get a $10,500 cash offer. I took it. Wow, I made myself a quick 
$3,000 in cash and recouped all my original investment from the condo!

If I only knew then what I know now; my wife has at least stopped 
smacking me too hard every time we see one of these cars sell for ten 
times what I had in mine. But even more than the money, I lament how 
nice it would be today to drop that top, fire up the flat four, and go for 
a cruise to my nearby SoCal beaches.

Oh well, better to have loved and lost, than never... you know  
the rest. Matt Stone

Porsche: Excellence Was Expected, 2019 edition. 
Photo courtesy Bentley Publishing.

It’s winter 
somewhere... 
in New Zealand 
to be precise. 
Graham Lister 
sent this 
photograph  
of his 356A 
coupe, #105224, 
taken outside  
the Len Lye 
Gallery in  
New Plymouth, 
under nearby  
Mt. Taranaki.

Matt Stone’s since-departed cabriolet.

Cover Car Comes to Call

Wow! I just received the July/August edition of the Porsche 356 
Registry and was pleased to see my ’65 Bali Blue coupe on the 
cover. I have no idea how Pat Long and associates are going 

to again upgrade the venue, or the unbelievable and rare display of 
Porsche air-cooled automobiles. A long story, but I’ve been to each of 
the Luftgekühlts since the first one at a small coffee shop in Venice, 
California. Even at the first event there was a fever about these cars and 
some spectacular examples to dream about. 

For the record, my ’65 Bali Blue SC is a numbers-matching, 
CoA-matching, concours-judged level restoration which I drive regularly, 
enjoying to the personal limit the car’s nimble handling and power. It’s 
a sensual thing, in a very healthy sense. Took me a few years to find and 
then a few more years to bring back to its original showroom condition. 
A fun and completely rewarding time in life. Gene Elling

A Good Move at the Time
Elsewhere in this issue you’ll find a feature from veteran automotive 
journalist Matt Stone. He was kind enough to also share this account 
of his own 356 ownership experience from years ago... 

Way back when, I dated a woman named Carol. She was part of 
a seriously Porsche-mad family; her father drove a ‘59 cab, her 
mother a ‘56 coupe, and one of her brothers a beautifully but 

mildly restomodded B coupe.
Carol and I ended up buying condos in the same complex, and even 

after we’d broken up, we remained friends. Later she met a guy and got 
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WE APPRECIATE THE MIX OF 

Visit us at www.europamacchina.com
       “Like” us on Facebook    info@europamacchina.com
        501 Industrial Drive       Lewisberry, PA 17339

 Contact Dennis Frick or Lori Van Houten Frick
        717.932.6600 telephone  717.932.6601 facsimileInternational Award-Winning Restoration

English ash AMONG German steel.
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Upcoming
September 15 Hudson, Massachusetts
TYP 356 Northeast’s 5th Annual Club Day Event will be held at the 
Collings Foundation museum in Hudson. The Collings Foundation is a 
private non-profit educational foundation founded in 1979 by Robert 
F. Collings and Caroline Collings with a mission dedicated to the 
preservation and public display of transportation-related history, namely 
automobile and aviation history. The event will have a Porsche-only 
parking area, tours of the museum including a new section opened 
this year, catered lunch, a large gathering of club members, and more. 
Contact Allen Sisson for more details at dkwf5700@gmail.com.

September 21 Lewisberry, Pennsylvania
Taking over for the old Vintage German Swap Meet is the Aircooled 
Vintage Swap. The location, at Ski Roundtop in Lewisberry, is the 
same. All aircooled Porsche cars up to 1998, including race cars, are 
invited from 8 am to 4 pm, rain or shine. Register for the swap meet 
by emailing snl6gt@gmail.com or call 717-432-4116. Both early 
bird and on-site registration are available. For more information visit 
aircooledvintageswap.com.

September 22 Everywhere
Drive Your 356 Day is held every year on the Sunday closest to Ferry 
Porsche’s birthday (9-19-09). Get out and drive! 
 
October 2-6   Flagstaff, Arizona
356 Registry West Coast Holiday 2019. The Arizona Outlaws 356 Club 
has begun planning for an extraordinary High Desert Holiday, centered 
in Flagstaff from October 2-6, 2019.   Scenic southwestern roads, cultural 
offerings and Native American history will make for a very memorable 
event. 

October 19 Ocean City, New Jersey
The first annual Boardwalk Reunion will be sponsored by the Porsche 
Club of America and the 356 Registry. It’s a unique opportunity to drive 
up onto and display your Porsche on one of New Jersey’s most iconic 
Boardwalks and to meet and socialize with Porsche owners from across 
the Mid-Atlantic region. We’ll marshal at Ocean City’s Municipal Airport 
at 10 a.m., depart an hour later under police escort, and then park and 
hang out on the mile long Boardwalk until 4:00 p.m. A social at one 
of the New Jersey shore’s most historic hotels—the charming Flanders 

Hotel—will follow. Contact Bob Gutjahr at robert.g.gutjahr@leidos.com 
or Ellen Beck atebeck944@comcast.net, or visit facebook.com/Board-
walkReunion for further information.

November 22-24 Southern California
The 356 Club of Southern California will host its annual Palms to Pines 
drive the weekend before Thanksgiving. More details to come at www 
.356club.org.

February 6-7, 2020  Crystal River, Florida
The Florida Owner’s Group will hold its FOG Gathering of the Faithful 
on the west coast of Florida in 2020. Details to be posted at www.356fog 
.com/UpcomingEvents.html

February 27 to March 1, 2020 Los Angeles, California
The 2020 edition of the Porsche and Vintage VW Literature, Toy, 
Model, and Memorabilia Swap Meet will take place on Saturday, 
February 29th at the LAX Hilton Hotel. As usual, many shops and 
businesses in Southern California will hold open houses in the days 
surrounding the Lit Meet. In addition, the 356 Club of Southern California 
will hold its All-Porsche Swap and Car Display at the Phoenix Club in 
Anaheim on Sunday, March 1. More info at www.lalitandtoyshow.com.

April 18, 2020 Kiawah Island, South Carolina
The Porsche 356 will be the featured marque for the fifth annual Cars 
on Kiawah event. 356 owners interested in attending should contact 
356 Registry President Curt Dansby via curtdansby@porsche356registry 
.org. More information about the event is available at www.carsonkiawah 
.com. 

May 12-15, 2020 Bennington, Vermont
The 356 Ultimate Driving Tour will drive scenic Route 100 from 
Bennington to Stowe, Vermont, stopping at several interesting landmarks. 
Overnight accommodations will be provided at the Trapp Family Lodge 
and Spa, www.trappfamily.com. The tour includes Mount Washington in 
New Hampshire, the second highest mountain east of the Rockies. Partic-
ipants can drive to the top or take the cog steam railroad. For more infor-
mation and printable registration form, go to http://dreistaatengruppe 
.com/356-ultimate-driving-tour, or call Fred Uhlmann at 937-902-9550 
before 9 p.m. EST.

August 26-30, 2020 Bend, Oregon
The 356 Registry West Coast Holiday is scheduled for late August next 
year. Details and information to come!

WHEN PERFORMANCE 
COUNTSPistons & Cylinders made in USA

80mm pre-A to 90mm outlaws.

NEW for 356 A&B engines: 
86mm Pistons for 22 deg heads, 
No need to machine heads!
Scat cranks, Carrillo rods, 
Shasta Power Pulleys, 
Shasta flywheels, Full flow oil,                      
Fuel pump block off plates,
Sump plates.   

Ground on New Billet Camshafts 
Cams for Zenith Carbs
Cams for Solex Carbs
Cams: stock, improved street, rally
and Vintage Racing – track proven.

Straight cut cam gears, 
Aluminum pushrod tubes, 
Chrome moly pushrods.
775-8NeuTek
(775-863-8835)

Shasta Design NeuTek Cams

12 volt alternators are here!
(Looks like a stock generator) www.shastadesign.net www.neutekcams.com email: info@neutekcams.com 

LEONARD TURNBEAUGH
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Peter
Bodensteiner

Frunk Music

Change in the Air

By the time you read this, Porsche will have held the 
world premiere of its its first all-electric production 
car, the Taycan. It has been and will continue to be 

covered in great detail in other venues, but suffice to 
say that this is a milestone car for Porsche. Unless the 
automotive industry makes a drastic change of direction 
sometime soon, it’s likely be only the first of many steps 
for Porsche toward more widespread development and 
production of electric vehicles. Porsche has already 
said that a full-electric version of the Macan, its best-
selling car, is coming in its next generation (although 
early reports that the Macan was to be only electric were 
corrected). Current rumors point to the next generation 
of the Boxster/Cayman/718 going electric too.

As an audience with a strong, if not unalloyed faith 
in Porsche as a company, I suspect Registry members 
are excited to find out what the Taycan is like, and how it 
compares to other electric cars. I’m hopeful that Porsche 
will be able to do what some manufacturers have been 
unable or unwilling to do—that is, to imbue an electric 
car with the kind of intangible excitement and driving 
dynamics for which Porsches have always been known, 
and as they arguably have done with their SUVs and sedans.

Seven decades from now, will 2019 be remembered 
as the dawn of an era for Porsche, in the same way that 
1948 is? Well, none of us will be here to know anyway. So, 
go drive your 356! 

Drive Your 356 Day
On that note, Drive Your 356 Day (DY356D) is imminent—
September 22, to be exact, in celebration of Ferry Porsche’s 
birthday on September 19. 

If you have been a member for some time, you’ve 
no doubt noticed the growth of the DY356D coverage in 
this magazine each year. The initial goal, as I understand 

it, was to publish every submission possible. And an 
admirable goal that was, in terms of inclusion and 
member participation—two principles that we strive for 
with this magazine. This has had a couple of side effects, 
however. First, the DY356D coverage has ballooned into 
almost 25 pages across two issues, encroaching upon 
space that could be used to present additional articles. 
Given that we have only 76 pages per issue (including 
ads) and six issues per year to spare, that is a lot of real 
estate to devote to one feature (roughly seven to eight 
percent of all the editorial pages available each year). 
Second, it meant a lot of trouble for Gordon and Mary as 
they struggled with submissions that needed help, either 
in terms of photo quality or information provided, to 
prepare for publication.

So, continuing the theme of change, we are tight-
ening our submission requirements. And yes, they are 
requirements—your submission will need to meet the 
criteria below to be included. Call it a raising of the bar, 
or a finer filter, but the idea is to increase the quality of 
the photos and information you get to read. If fewer sub-
missions make the cut, it might also mean that we devote 
fewer pages to DY356D. Let’s see what happens. 

Drive Your 356 Day Photo Submission Requirements
Deadline
Submit your photo and caption by October 1, 2019.

Email
Send your photo and information to  
membership@porsche356registry.org.

Resolution
Photo must be 1500 x 900 pixels at minimum  
to be considered for publication.

Attachment 
Send your photo as an attachment. Do not embed the 
photo in your email message. This frequently causes  
the photo to be compressed and resolution is lost.

Information
At a minimum, include the following:
•  Your full name and the names of anyone   
 pictured in the photo
•  Your car’s model year
•  Location of photo

Any additional details about your car, the location, or of 
your experience on the day, are welcome and appreciated. 
Double-check these items before you hit “send,” and have 
a great day out on the road!
 

Porsche’s Taycan prototype 
takes to the hillclimb at the 
2019 Goodwood Festival of 
Speed. Courtesy Porsche AG
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First introduced for the newly developed 356, Coco Mats were 

the original factory accessory � oor mat. New and improved, 

Coco Mats are the only period correct auto mat that will 

complement any classic Porsche®. Available for 356’s to 991’s.

www.cocomats.com  1.800.461.3533

The Original Auto Mat
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Curt
Dansby

President’s
Letter

Hit the  
Road, Jack

W ith my propensity for musical references, I have been 
waiting for the right time to use this obvious trope as 
the headline for my column (I do know of at least 

one member in the Raleigh-Durham area who is able to 
pick up on my more subtle references in this vein). The nod 
should be appropriate to the subject, though this column 
wanders a bit like a Pre-A on 16” x 5.25” bias-ply tires.

I know many of you are enthused to gear up and 
head to Flagstaff to again experience the hospitality of The 
Arizona Outlaws. Due to the fact that my phone number 
and e-mail address are both readily available, I also know 
that a significant number of you are unhappy that the event 
was capped and you are unable to participate. Holiday 
participation has been a bit of a moving target over the 
past couple of years. We had very well-organized events 
at far-above-average facilities (with reasonable rates) 
in both Cedar Rapids and Ocean City that were under-
attended. A contributor may be that people were unaware 
Cedar Rapids is a jewel of the Midwest with rolling hills 
and beautiful weather; but in regards to OC, we had a great 
venue and the first true geographic ECH since Boston, and 
we should have had at least 50 more cars in attendance.

Certainly, if you had to go to your cousin Edna’s 
wedding you are excused, but those are preclusions to 
which Holiday organizers and trustees are not privy. The 
High Desert Holiday organizers tried mightily to find a 
venue that we could work with, and the Flagstaff Little 
America became the best option. Even with the very 
reasonable room rates, we were still hedging our bets on 
participation and were dumbfounded at the response.  

The truth of the matter is that most hotels in this day 
and age are mercenary in these dealings. Hotel contracts 
are complex, and if we are not careful the club could be 
left holding the bag. Historical participation data currently 
yields little useable information. We had two undersold 
events followed by unprecedented response—go figure. 
To that end there will be a scientific survey in the near 
future to gauge what people want from the club in hopes of 
avoiding people being left out. Vice President Jim Johnson 
has experience in crafting surveys and he has spent a good 
deal of time working on this. For those of you that receive 
the e-letters, you should see the survey in September.  

I urge you to participate. If you do not currently receive our 
e-letters and would like to receive the survey (and perhaps 
the e-letters), please communicate with Mary Skamser.

For those of you that did not get into Flagstaff, there 
is news that will hopefully soothe your disappointment. 
The Bend, Oregon, WCH for August 2020 is inked on the 
calendar. There will be no limitation on attendance. The 
host hotel obviously has finite room capacity, but other 
satellite hotels are within short walking distance. You 
will not be turned away.  

Fall approacheth, and that means not only the won-
derful smell of carbureted Porsches in crisp morning 
and evening air, but also trustee elections. Again this 
year there will be an unchallenged spot for a position on 
the board. I am not going to wax poetic about serving 
(because at this point my wax supply is running thin), 
but I will say the club cannot operate without folks being 
willing to give back.  

While I do not wish to dissuade anyone from throwing 
in his or her hat, I will earnestly state my desire for a 
candidate(s) from the West Coast. While this club was 
established closer to the East Coast, we have a great number 
of members in the western region of the country and we are 
currently without representation from that area. It is my 
personal preference that we have someone from the West 
Coast in the mix. I hope we can achieve that in order that 
our left coast brethren have one of their own on the board. 

I encourage anyone interested to submit your 
candidacy statement to Mary. We have had increasing 
participation in elections since we went electronic 
compared to the immediate years prior, and I hope to see 
that trend continue. We will still provide a paper ballot 
to members who are computer challenged. You could 
also put in a pre-order to Mary so your ballot will be 
mailed as soon as the election cycle begins. As usual, 
both the electronic polling and the mail-in ballots will be 
tabulated by our accounting firm.

KTF and I hope to run into you where the road 
washes out at that big ditch in Arizona.

Curt 

Curt loads an obviously empty 
suitcase for Arizona, which can 
only mean that he’s planning some 
serious shopping at the swap meet. 
Vendors, look alive!
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TURNKEY
AND CUSTOM

 ENGINES
AVAILABLE FROM:

AIRCOOLED PRECISION
PERFORMANCE SINCE 2002

LNENGINEERING.COM  |  125 GLADIOLUS ST., MOMENCE, IL 60954 
INFO@ LNENGINEERING.COM  |  PH. 815-472-2939

MAKE

NOT
TORQUE

HEAT
Only Nickies™ reduce engine temperature
while increasing engine output for 1720cc
and larger 1883cc+ displacements.

 801-475-9380

PORSCHE • JAGUAR • FERRARI • MERCEDES • ASTON MARTIN
OVER 60 VEHICLES IN STOCK • CURRENT INVENTORY ONLINE

Call or stop by in Southern California:  1665 Babcock Street, Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Tel: 949-650-4718 • info@europeancollectibles.com • www.europeancollectibles.com

We have been producing Concours show winners for over 30 years. 

BUY, SELL, CONSIGN, RESTORE

1957 Porsche 356A Speedster:
Black/Red Barn Find!

1970 Porsche 911T Coupe Conda:
Green/Black.

1958 Porsche 356A Speedster:
’56, ’57, ’58 also available.

1958 Porsche 356A SUPER Cabriolet:
Concours Winner.

1961 Alfa Romeo Giulietta Sprint 
Speciale:

1973 Porsche 911RS Coupe: 
Light Yellow/Black, Two available.

Restoration 
Opening
Available!
Are you looking to complete 
a full Concours restoration on your 
classic Porsche, Mercedes or Ferrari? 
We have a rare opening available in our 
in-house facility. Please contact us for details.

Plus, we specialize 
in collision work 
on 356 & 
early 911 cars.
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A ll of the automotive world wonders out loud if Gen X, Gen Y, and 
the Millennials will take over and continue previous generations’ 
fascination with cars. We focus on that issue primarily as it relates 

to the market values of automobiles of different eras and types. For us, 
it’s, “Will the next generation adopt 356s or long-hood 911s, or will the 
generational move away from ‘before-my-time’ cars similarly be reflected 
for Porsche’s early models?”

A small group of enthusiasts, anchored by Miles Collier (of the 
Collier Collection and the Revs Institute in Naples, Florida) is now very 
actively working on the issues of engaging the new generations, protect-
ing historical automotive resources for their use, and promoting their 
adoption of automobile restoration skills. As smart and as committed as 
that small group is, the wave coming at them is scary. 

All of which brings us to Monterey 2019. Did the biggest and most 
popular automotive festival in the world just have a growing pain, a 
hiccup, or was it the harbinger of things to come? 

The question occurred to us first when a close friend, who always 
says he is not attending, decided at the last minute, as usual, to drive 
down from Oregon. This year he had a choice of Carmel hotels/motels—
and that was unusual.

Auction attendance seemed slightly down, except for RM on Saturday 
night, which was SRO. Auction sales were certainly down; about 25 percent 
is the consensus, but that is driven by market forces, not head count. Cars 
displayed at Carmel’s Concours on the Avenue numbered 159, down from 
195 last year and about 175 in 2017. Cars actually racing at Laguna Seca, 
not registrations, were down a little. On the other hand, attendance at the 
Werks Reunion was up. While we don’t have attendance data available for 
Pebble Beach, the crowds there seemed as dense as usual. 

A backdrop to all of this is that Pebble Beach week can be frightfully 
expensive. Will that eventually eat into attendance? 

All that said, it’s still the best automobile week in the world, and it is 
well worth attending—even if your motivation is just to get there before 
a decline sets in. 

The “Pre-Historics”
The festival is always led off by the “weekend before” at Laguna Seca, 
when racers for the next weekend’s big event, The Rolex Motorsports 

By Prescott Kelly
Photos by John Hearn, Bruce Sweetman, Everett Anton Singer and Prescott Kelly 

Monterey 2019
Still the best automobile     week in the world

Top: Ranson Webster’s 1960 Carrera Abarth navigates Turn 4 during the  
“Pre-Historics.” Above: Paul Christensen prepares to go out on a test drive having 
sorted out carburetion problems on his 1956 Speedster.
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Reunion, gather to fine-tune their cars, relearn the track, 
and get their lap times down. It’s a very low-key way to see 
a lot of the cars and meet the drivers who will be in the 
big show a week later.

Carmel Concours on the Avenue 
Almost everyone agrees that this casual car show is one 
the best events of the week. It is always on Tuesday, on 
Ocean Avenue and several cross streets in downtown 
Carmel-by-the-Sea. 

This charity event benefits the Carmel Foundation 
and its wide-ranging activities to support seniors on the 
Monterey Peninsula. That tie-in gets the local government 
to shut down the village and play host to thousands of 
people. Some of the locals are not thrilled to see their 
town barricaded, but merchants like the big crowds, 
charities need it, and car fans love it.

Concours entrants support the event because the 
judging is user-friendly and camaraderie is high. The 
public is invited for free, although parking in or near the 
small village is challenging any time after 8:00 a.m. It is a 
perfect Uber/Lyft opportunity.

For 2019, organizers Doug and Jeanie Freedman 
invited classes of Porsches, Ferraris, and American iron of 
the ‘50s and ‘60s, with a large special class for American 
hot rods. The show had 21 classes that included six for 
Porsches, one being a huge class for “Porsches Racing at 
Laguna Seca,” where the cars actually drive in from the 
track, escorted by police. Their unmuffled, early morning 
arrival is a fan favorite. 

Our report on winners among the Porsche classes 
at Carmel is VERY unofficial because the results are not 
posted as of this writing. Yes, I did take notes during 
the judges’ meetings. I got to judge the Speedsters and 
Convertible Ds with Bob Cannon—we had a ball. 

First are the event’s major named awards:
The Barry Rilliet Laguna Seca Award for  
the entry that best represents the spirit of  
Laguna Seca: 1969 911 owned by Randy Smalley 
(ex-Bruce Jennings, built to 1972 911 ST  
specifications) 

The Bruce Anderson Porsche Cup for the Porsche 
selected by the Chief Class Judges: 1976 934  
“Turbo RSR” owned by Tom McGlynn

3 Carmel

Rainer Becker’s French Blue Type 550 Spyder gets checked in 
the paddock.

Above: Among the much-
admired 356s, Diane and 
Phil Bagley’s Convertible D 
won second in class at the 
Concours. Clockwise from left: 
From the racetrack came Frank 
Altamura’s Porsche-powered 
Special; Randy Smalley’s 
ex- Bruce Jennings 2.5-liter 
was among the Porsche race 
cars at Carmel; Best of Show 
was this 1952 Osca MT4 1100 
Vignale; An elegant Outlaw in 
Audi Nardo Grey.
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In the judged classes, Porsche winners were as follows:
Pre-A and 356A Speedsters and Convertible Ds
First Place – 1958 Speedster owned by Ed Blais
Second Place – 1959 356A Convertible D owned by  
Phil and Diane Bagley

Pre-A and 356A Coupes and Cabriolets
First Place – 1958 356A Cabriolet, owned by Dave Lauck
Second Place – 1961 356B Karmann “Notchback” Coupe, owned by 
Robert Boerner

SWB 911s 1964 - 1968
First Place – 1967 911S owned by Joe and Sheila Salvo
Second Place – 1967 911 owned by Pam and Jim Phillips 

LWB Long-hood 911s 1969 – 1973
First Place – 1972 911T coupe owned by Donald Westrand
Second Place – 1969 911T Targa owned by Mark Murphy 

1973-1974 Carrera RS + 1974-76 U.S. Carreras
First Place – 1973 RS owned by Lee Wilson and Rory Murphy
Second Place – 1973 RS owned by Victor Preisler

1978-1989 SCs and Carrera 3.2s
First Place – 1984 911 Coupe, owned by Darins Sadeghi
No second place

Racing Porsches of Laguna Seca
First Place – 1976 934 “Turbo RSR” owned by Tom McGlynn
Second Place – 1965 911 owned by Matthew Goetzinger

Below, top to bottom: Two Jaguar E-types and a Lotus Elan enjoyed a road trip 
from LA and a trip along the scenic 17 Mile Drive; A Wednesday highlight was the 
Little Car Show in Pacific Grove, featuring mini, micro, electric, steam, and  
arcane vehicles.

Below, top to bottom: Orange 1967 Lamborghini Miura P400 leads a red 1968 
Lamborghini Miura on the Pebble Beach Tour d’Elegance; 1937 Peugeot 302 
Darl’mat Pourtout Roadster; Outside the RM Sotheby’s Auction.
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Werks Reunion
This was the fifth installment of the Werks Reunion 
since Porsche Club’s management split off from Legends 
of the Autobahn. Werks has proven to be a very good 
event as participation, attendance, and sponsorship 
have boomed.

For the past three years the event has been held at 
the Corral de Tierra Country Club, on a side road off of 
Highway 68, east of Laguna Seca. The venue is beautiful, 
with many acres of open space. For the first year, in 2017, 
the all-volunteer traffic management was overwhelmed. 
For 2018 that problem was solved by hiring a professional 
traffic management firm. 2019 saw the traffic back up 
again, same professional firm, but the cause this time 
was simply more attendees. Good problem. And they kept 
the cars rolling... if slowly. 

For 2019, organizers Tom and Sandy Provasi reported 
that they had 640 total entrants, with 159 judged concours 
cars and 481 more displayed in model-by-model corrals. 
By the way, those numbers included a whopping 221 first-
timers to the event. The 640 total number represented 22 
states and three Canadian provinces. The spectator side 
had the huge increase: more than 1,700 cars paid to park 
on the fairways of the club, way up from 800 in 2017 and 
an estimated 1,000 in 2018. 

In 2018 Werks suffered somewhat from the upcom-
ing Rennsport Reunion at Laguna Seca just five weeks 
later. Some people, especially those traveling from far-
ther away, had to choose between Werks and Rennsport, 
and no one misses Rennsport if they can avoid it. 

The 356 winners of the judged concours were as follows:
Class Place Year Model  Entrant
356  1st 1959  Convertible D  Ted Merendino
 2nd 1961 Karmann Coupe  Robert Boerner
 3rd 1964  356SC  Ed O’Sullivan

For a listing of all the class winners in the other classes, 
please visit the PCA.org website and click on the event.

The sponsor awards went to:
Michelin Award 1986 Carrera  James Patrick III
 RSR Turbo
Leland West  2018 Carrera 4S Phil Gillin
Griot’s Garage 1975 911S Ralph Francis
Porsche PCNA 1968 912 Coupe Richard Shelton
Porsche Design 1986 911  Jim Hatfield
LN Engineering 1997 “Speedster” Sidney Kaufmann
Cobb Tuning 2002 996 Turbo Eric Portzline
PennGrade 2009 997 Coupe Juan Fernandez
Pelican Parts 1969 911S Greg Taylor

Below, top to bottom:  
Blue Nelson showed a heavily 
raced 1958 survivor; Ted 
Merendino’s 1959 Convertible D 
took first place in the 356 class; 
This new Zagato special is based 
on some never-used, original 
plans. It uses an original 356 
floorpan and mechanicals and a 
small series will be built.

Above, top to bottom: Ed O’Sullivan’s 3rd place 1964 356SC 
coupe; Robert Boerner’s Karmann coupe grabbed second places 
at both Carmel and the Werks reunion.
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The Monterey Auctions
As usual, the auctions are among my personal favorite events, although 
time constraints dictate that I can attend only three out of the six on the 
peninsula. I always choose Gooding, RM/Sothebys, and Bonhams because 
they have more, better-condition, and higher-priced Porsches. That was 
true again this year, although the Porsche total count was down—not 
unexpected, as the past several rounds of “big three” auctions have had 
large Porsche turn-outs.

Because your writer and your editor are in a time pinch, the car-
by-car review will be in the next issue. (Oh, I will be back—with Bartz 

Schneider helping out—as a guest writer because Barbara and Vic 
Skirmants could not make Monterey this year.) 

The overall takeaway was that the Monterey auctions were weak. 
Some desirable cars did well, even by historical norms, while some 
stellar cars floundered. My writing in the Registry and in Sports Car 
Market in the recent past has chronicled the market turndown. Per past 
norms, we’d start looking for a turn-up about now, but not this time. 
The very rapid run-up of prices in 2013-2015 overcooked the market, so 
the decline was inevitable. Now, outside economic factors will play in, 
particularly the slowing U.S. economy and the already stalled European 
economies, fueled increasingly by the trade war. And when the stock 
market breaks, cars will follow it down, even from these lowered levels. 
As I have said, “Buying opportunities await.”

Will we be facing a 1989-1990 bloodbath? Probably not, because 
there are many fewer speculators using loan financing than in that last 
boom market. On the other side, we have a lot more aging collectors with 
substantial assets tied up cars, some of whom will want to, or will need 
to, liquify for estate purposes. We have already seen a lot of that in the 
2017-2019 selloff. Will it intensify? More next month. 

The Rolex Reunion at Laguna Seca 
The three days at Laguna were a hoot. Fortunately, there were just enough 
holes in the schedules of other events to get out to the track every day. 
Friday was warm-up day, with qualifying sessions in the afternoon. 
Drivers needed to get to Monterey ready to run—which is why they have 
the Pre-Historics. Saturday had two races, morning and afternoon, for 
each of eight race groups. Sunday used the same schedule for a different 
eight race groups. 

Porsches are usually the dominant marque at the Rolex Reunion, 
even if another popular marque is the feature, such as Corvette or 
Nissan. In 2019, Porsches ran in half of the race groups—four on 
Saturday and four on Sunday, with Saturday probably the better day for 
Porsche fans.

The features, for which the organizers report lap times, are the 
afternoon races. On Saturday, the first race with Porsches was Group 2A 
for 1955-1961 sports cars, with trophies for under and over 2,000 ccs. 
The top placing Porsche was veteran racer Tommy Trabue’s warhorse 
1958 550A Spyder (s.n. 550A-144) that placed 12th overall with a fast lap 
of 1:53.8. Albert Otten’s Porsche-Duralite Mark II Special (which looks 
to be a rebodied Porsche 550, s.n. 550-0054) placed 25th with a fast 
lap of 2:03.7; Frank Altamura in his Porsche pushrod-powered Special 
finished 38th, 2:04.1.

5A is a crowd-pleasing group that runs Saturday when the track has 
its biggest crowds. At the top of the scoreboard was the “Laguna Meister,” 
Bruce Canepa, who had a race-long battle with Charlie Nearburg, both of 
them in 935s. Bruce bought his car (009-00029) new from the Factory 
in 1979 and has raced it ever since, first in IMSA and one Trans-Am 
race, and then in vintage racing. Nearburg’s Kremer K3 935 was made 
famous by John Fitzpatrick, who recorded eight IMSA 1980 podiums with 

Above, top to bottom: The very historic VW Special Type 60 K10 was to be the 
highlight of the RM Auction, until it all went wrong. See our report in the next 
issue; A Willhoit-restored 1962 Twin Grille Super 90 Roadster fetched $610,000 
after buyer’s premium at Gooding.

The Concours d’Lemons featured micros, weirdos, and a rare DeSoto “Safari.”
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it, including four firsts. The Rolex Reunion fast laps were bellybutton to 
tailbone at 1:31.9 for Canepa and 1:32.0 for Nearburg. 

Other top 20 finishers were Zak Brown in an ex-John Paul 935 that 
had five World Championships and 27 IMSA races in 1981-83 (5th place 
at 1:36.1); and Ranson Webster in a 935, s.n. 930.670.0163, that started 
life as a 934, then was rebuilt to 935 specs for Rolf Stommelen to race at 
Le Mans in 1980 (6th place with a 1:37.3). Erich Joiner in a big-engined 
1972 911 was the top normally aspirated Porsche (8th place at 1:38.9), 
followed by Tommy McGlynn in a 934 (9th place with a 1:40.7) that 
historians credit with 71 races between 1976 and 1982, s.n. 930.067.0158.

Alan Benjamin took his ex-Jim Busby Beverly Hills Motoring 
Accessories RSR with a correct 3.0-liter engine, s.n. 9115609122, to 11th 
overall, 2nd among normally aspirated cars, with a 1:41.14. Other cars 
that spectators loved were Andrew Larson’s Kremer RSR, s.n. 005.0005, 
with its correct bright orange Jagermeister livery, and Bill Warner (old-
time racer and long-time chief of the Amelia Island Concours) in his 
ex-Bob Tullius Group 44 TR8 coupe with its four-liter V-8 engine. Zak 
Brown won the Rolex Award of Excellence for the Group.

Group 6A is the second group of ground-pounders (3A has the 
Trans-Am cars), made up of A-Production, and B-Production Cobras, 
Corvettes, and Mustangs, to which to Rolex Reunion organizers add a 
little Euro-zest with the occasional Porsche, Jaguar, Bizzarrini, and ISO 
Rivolta. Lorne Leibel’s 1965 289 Cobra, s.n. CSX-2315, won the race, with a 
fast lap of 1:41.4, the exact same fast lap as the #2 finisher, Tommy Steuer 
in his white/blue 1965 327 Corvette. We covered this race because Sandra 
McNeil entered the family’s 1964 Porsche 904 and ran a creditable race. 
More importantly, she won the Rolex Award of Excellence for the Group.

Group 7A was for IMSA prototypes where, traditionally, Porsche 
962s have dominated. That’s changed now, with just five 962s racing. 
The winner was Charlie Nearburg in a 1991 Toyota AAR/Eagle Mark III 
GTP, with a fast lap of 1:22.6. Second place was Joel Miller’s 1992 Mazda 
RX7-92P, 1:22.8. The top Porsche was Bruce Canepa, in third place 
overall in his 962C, 1:23.8. Other 962s were driven by Joe Robillard in 

the former Hotchkis family’s purple Wynn’s car that placed 8th overall 
with a fast lap of 1:27.8; John Morton in a 1988 Kremer 962 in 13th place 
with 1:31.8; and then Tom Dooley in 14th place with a 1:35.3 in his 1988 
962C. John Levitt DNF’ed his Fabcar-built 962 after four laps. 

Sunday was the day for 356s. Race Group 1B was led by American 
V-8 specials and 3.8-liter Jaguars. Running up front with small displace-
ment engines were Rainer Becker from London in his pretty French Blue 
Porsche 500 Spyder, s.n. 550-0020, that finished 8th overall with a fast 
lap of 2:00.3. Tommy Trabue was back with his red Denzel 1,500 Sport, 
9th overall with a 2:01.6. Another Porsche in this group was the silver 
1954 coupe of Gregor Magnusson, in 13th place with a 2:03.0. Rainer 
Becker won the Rolex Award for Excellence for the Group.

Group 2B was the old Porsche race. Thirty-one cars took the green 
flag; 13 of them were Porsches and one more was Porsche-powered. As 
usual, the extremely well built-up dark gray 1954 356 ”hot rod” of Austra-
lia’s Ron Goodman won the race with a fast lap of 1:50.5. Alec Hugo in his 
black 1962 356B coupe managed to stay in Goodman’s mirrors the entire 
race, steadily losing a little ground most laps. His fast lap was right on 
top of Goodman’s at 1:50.6. In their own very similar race were the next 
two cars, both Carrera Abarths, with Bill Lyon besting Ranson Webster in 
the battle of the four-cams. Lyon had a 1:54.5 and Webster a 1:54.1, but 
Ranson likes to let the green flag cluster all sort out and then jump on it, 
so his fast lap was on lap nine, versus laps 3-6 for the guys in front of him.

Then came a couple of Alfas before Patrick Long wheeled the silver/
green #123 Speedster into 7th place with a 1:54.1. In the morning race, 
Patrick had electrified the track announcers by moving from 28th to 7th 
in eight laps. Charlie Christensen’s Red Convertible D placed 10th with a 
1:55.2, followed by Laguna stalwart Steve Schmidt in his 1958 Speedster 
with a 1:56.4. Max Jamiesson and the Registry’s Paul Christensen 
brought their Speedsters home in 18th and 19th positions. George 
Calfo’s Speedster was 23rd and Don Tevini’s silver coupe was 26th. Dave 
Hagan in his 1960 Roadster and Ed Hugo in his 1956 coupe were early 
mechanical drop-offs, officially DNFs. Because of a stellar morning race, 

Clockwise from top left: Bruce Canepa’s 935 won Class 5A, while Charlie Nearburg’s Kremer K3 935, just behind, finished second; Sandra McNeil drove her lovely  
Type 904 well with among big-block A and B-Production cars in Group 6A—and won a Rolex Award of Excellence for her effort; Joe Robillard pilots the purple  
Wynn’s 962; Tommy Trabue’s 550A was the top Porsche in Group 2A.
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Dave Hagan won the Group 2B Bonhams Cup awarded to drivers who 
best exemplify the spirit of the event.

Group 4B was another Porsche-centric race, with 12 Porsches 
among the 28 starters. This one was easy as Patrick Long drove Alan 
Benjamin’s 1968 911 2.5-liter, the historic “Jezebel,” to a clean victory, 
with a fast lap of 1:45.2. All weekend Miami’s Nelson Calle had been 
hounding Patrick, but Nelson blew his gearbox on the opening lap. His 
dropped oil took out Alan Terpins’s 1967 2.3-liter and Johan Dirickx’s 
1967 911S, and pushed Randy Smalley’s 1969 2.5-liter down to 12th place. 

Following two Alfas and two Datsun roadsters, Paul Friedman 
placed 6th in his 1966 911 with a 1:49.2. After a Lotus 26R broke the 
chain, there were three Porsches in a row: Bob Smalley in his Tangerine 
1969 two-liter (8th place, 1:53.4), Erich Wilms in a 1968 911L (9th place, 
1:55.2), and Edward Matsuishi in his 1965 two-liter (10th place, 1:55.1). 
The aforementioned Randy Smalley was 12th at 1:53.1, followed by Kevin 
Tse in a 1966 with a 2.5-liter in 13th, 1:54.8. Kevin Buckley, 1967 911S, 
placed 18th. Then came some 356 refugees, inexplicably not in Group 
2B: Don Bell in a red 1957 Speedster was 21st and Scott Lovewell in a 
white 1959 356A coupe was 23.

Two cars of spectator interest were a nice 1964 Alfa GTZ driven 
very well, of course, by Gunnar Jeanette to 4th overall with a 1:47.6, 
and former Porsche pilot, Atlanta’s Jerry Peters, in a screeching green 
1967 Fiat-Abarth 850. The Rolex Award of Excellence for the Group went 
to Johan Dirickx, visiting from Antwerp and driving his buddy Alan 
Benjamin’s, Ruby Red 1967 911S—the first 911S to record a FIA class 
victory, the Sebring 12 Hours, with Paul Ryan and Bill Bencker. 

Group 7B for 1983-2016 Endurance Legends was the last race with 
a few Porsches, in this case more modern 911 variants. Loren Beggs 
took his 2004 996 RSR 3.8-liter to 15th place with a 1:31.2, and Frank 
Kovacevic drove his 2001 996 Continental Cup Car to 17th with a 1:41.1.

Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance
The concluding and most famous event of Monterey automobile week is 
the Pebble Beach Concours, held this year on Sunday, August 18th. This 
year’s event was the 69th annual edition, which always leads me to ask, 
“How many of us would have had the foresight to launch an automobile 
concours in 1950?” (And yes, they must have skipped a year.) Pebble 
Beach is heavily charity-oriented, supporting more than 80 non-profits 
that predominantly benefit children on the Monterey Peninsula. Since 
1950 more than $27 million has been raised.

For 2019, the featured marques/models were Bentley (celebrating its 
centennial), Zagato-bodied cars (with the bodybuilder also celebrating its 
centennial), the Bugatti Type 59, and historic hot rods that were magazine 
cover cars. The Pebble Beach Concours had one Porsche, the Ingram 
family’s 1960 Carrera Abarth, and it won its class. 

Above, below and immediately opposite: The class-winning 1960 Porsche 356B 
Carrera Abarth Zagato GTL drew the attention of many, including Porsche AG 
Chairman Dr. Wolfgang Porsche (whose Horch won a trophy at Pebble several 
years ago), and brought home the fourth Pebble trophy in eight years for the 
Ingram family; Bob, Cam, and Jeanie Ingram pictured at bottom.

Steve Schmidt in his 
Speedster prepping 
to go the grid.

Race winner Ron 
Goodman’s 1954 
coupe leads Charles 
Christensen’s 
Convertible D  
through Turn 4.
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The Ingrams now have won five Pebble Beach trophies for Porsches. 
In 2011, Cam Ingram won a first place with a 1949 Gmünd coupe he 
restored for Hans Peter Porsche. Then Ingram’s own 1975 Porsche 
Turbo took a third several years later. In 2017 their Fashion Gray 1952 
cabriolet won first place. Last year, their 1952 America Roadster took 
home a third place trophy (and we thought it was better than that). Now, 
another first has been awarded to them for their Carrera Abarth GTL. 
And yes, that’s four trophies in eight years for Cam Ingram and his Road 
Scholars restoration team—and they were all with Porsches, a marque 
that seldom gets on the lawn at Pebble.

This one was not easy—none are—but it was quick, because the 
Abarth had been in a widely reported gas line leak explosion that severely 
damaged the Ingrams’ building and impacted about a dozen cars. The 

Abarth was one of those. It suffered from burning falling debris and 
required a full exterior restoration. To get to Pebble-winning condition, 
the Ingram team put in 4,000 hours in under five months. It was a major 
team effort... and it paid off.

For those who’d like to see a presentation of all the winners at 
Pebble Beach, and learn a lot more about the event, there’s a three hour 
video on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gpo27ZQ5Wgg. 
You can fast forward through pieces of it if you want to.

While there may be cracks in the stellar numbers of Monterey week, we 
nonetheless advise everyone to consider attending the extravaganza. Yes, 
it’s expensive. Yes, it’s hectic. But it’s still the best automobile event in 
the world.

Left: The Abarth badge 
indicates that the car 
was designed and built 
in Italy. The GTL was 
designed by Abarth and 
Franco Scaglione, but 
the bodies were not 
actually built by Zagato. 
Zagato sublet that work 
to at least two smaller 
firms around Turin. 
At right from top:  
1904 Mercedes  
Simplex 28/32; 1941 
Chrysler Thunderbolt 
concept car; 

With an expansion to three days, the event in its 17th year evolved and 
improved. Being able to browse without time constraints, enabled 

brisk business to be enjoyed by all, and many vendors had record sales.
Automobilia Monterey, while not on a scale of the LA Lit Meet, continues 

to be purely focused on original collectibles of various marques, with a 

particular emphasis on Porsche and Ferrari. The range of offerings included 
literature, posters, models, photography, badges, rallye plates, and fine art. 

The new three-day format clearly was seen as a benefit to those 
attending Concours on the Avenue, the Laguna Seca vintage races. 
Nearly 1,300 people attended, and more than $14,000 was raised 
for the Monterey County Rape Crisis Center.. The dates for next year 
will be Monday-Wednesday, August 10-12, 2020. Full event info is at 
AutomobiliaMonterey.com

Automobilia Monterey 2019
By Everett Anton Singer
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Rod Emory was born, literally and figuratively, into the custom car 
building business. His grandfather Neil founded the famous Valley 
Custom shop in Southern California in 1948, as the interests in 

hot rodding and custom car building were defining themselves. It was 
a truly old-school, by-hand, and down-to-the-metal custom shop that 
could chop, channel, nose, deck, and french the bodywork of nearly any 
automobile. His inspirations were SoCal’s big-name coachbuilders such 
as Howard “Dutch” Darrin, Bohman & Schwartz, Coachcraft, and the 
Murphy body works. Although you may not have heard as much about 
Valley Custom, as it didn’t boast the Hollywood razzle dazzle of other 
outfits such as the Barris Brothers, Dean Jeffries, and Gene Winfield—
the Valley guys could, and did, do it all. They could build an entire car 
from the ground up, or mildly or radically customize a factory machine. 
Everything was built or modified by hand, out of metal, with old-school 
hand tools, and assembled with gas welders and smoothed out with lead. 
Valley Custom was, and remains, the stuff of car culture legend.

MAXIMUM STRENGTH
1960 Emory Porsche 356 RSR from Emory Motorsports and Momo

By Matt Stone
Photos by Drew Phillips, courtesy Emory Motorsports, and the author

Three generations later, Neil’s affable, uber-enthusiastic grandson 
Rod is deep into the game, although his Emory Motorsports doesn’t 
much deal in the hot rodded and customized Detroit iron that made 
Valley Custom so famous. No, young Rod builds and restores very 
special, utterly bespoke, and equally unique Porsches. There were 
certainly modified, customized, and hot rodded Porsches before Emory 
hung his shingle a decade ago, but he’s since coined and defined the 
term 356 Outlaw as a combination of restoration, customization, and 
comprehensive engine and chassis enhancement that turns a 356 into 
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something even more special-looking and better-performing. He’s built 
cars for many classic Porsche collectors, and he even restored one 
historically significant Porsche racing car (the Le Mans class-winning 
1951 Porsche 356/2 Gmund SL #063) for its maiden voyage at the Pebble 
Beach Concours d’Elegance. This was no small undertaking, as this car 
had been decapitated into a roadster way back in its history. Emory and 
his metalworking boffins had to completely reconstruct its utterly unique 
aluminum roof structure from scratch.  

After so many fabulous 356 builds, he constantly wondered, “What 
would the 356 be if Porsche were still producing it and had continued with 
it through as much evolution and racing as the 911, or perhaps instead 
of the 911?” He and designer friend Greg Macy had done a few fantasy 
sketches and parts lists. He knocked around the idea of a 935-style 356 
with client, friend, and Momo principal Henrique Cizneros, who went bon-
kers over the concept and asked, “What would it take to make it a reality?”  

This conversation really got Emory’s juices going back in 2012. One 
of his very favorite iconic racing wheel designs is the (most often) black, 
center-locking, five-spoke Momo seen on so many great racers from IMSA 
and Le Mans fame. This wheel ended up on 917s, 956s, 962s, and 935s. 
Cisneros had only two requirements of this 356-meets-935 monster: that 
it incorporate an appropriate number of Momo components and design 
cues (the wheels, belts, seats, pedals, and such) and that it spit flame 
out the tailpipes on the overrun, just like those famous Porsche racers. 
It would be an interpretive homage to the famous Porsche 935 works 
racers of the 1970s, incorporated with Emory’s own 356 Outlaw styling 
and concept. And it had to begin with and be based upon a real 356.

While the purists among you may be shuddering about now, rest 
assured that Emory had no interest in monsterizing a highly original, 
preservation-quality 356. The basis of what became the Porsche 356 
Emory RSR Outlaw was a terminally rusty 1960 356B T-5 coupe. The 
roof was generally solid, but the body panels, doors, and floors were 
junk. This was fine, as the roof and a few other small panels were all that 
Emory intended to utilize.  

Even though the 935 was the flavor bogie, Emory and the design 
team decided that the steeply raked false roofline and giant rear wings 

that so defined this all-conquering racer’s look would just be wrong 
on a 356, so virtually all of the stock roofline silhouette was retained, 
sans wings and things. Also, no IMSA or café racer box-style flares were 
applied. The RSR’s relatively flat visage recalls the 935’s “flachbau” look. 
Another design cue that rings loud and clear is a remaining hint of the 
356’s rear tail panel; PORSCHE lettering and teardrop-shaped taillights 
peek out from the engine cover and tapered rear fender panels, just as 
the original 911 lights and tail panel were incorporated into the butt 
end of the 935 to underscore that there is some element of production 
Porsche underneath. Emory credits Avedis Djinguelian with refining 
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the design drawings to create more detailed renderings that served as 
a more accurate and representative style guide for the finished product.

A dozen aftermarket companies make suspension hardware for all 
manner of Porsches, of course, but Emory Motorsports has developed 
its own system over several of its latest and current builds. This custom 
arrangement accommodates 964 control arm suspension architecture 
and mounting points to bring more modern roadholding characteristics 
to his highly sophisticated 356 builds. Emory searches far and wide for 
damaged 964 model Targas and cabriolets that currently don’t cost a 
lot. A modestly damaged 964 gives Emory lots of chassis sheet metal, 
steering, a G50 5-speed transmission, and all the suspension. The newest 
Emory Outlaw tub design (and the RSR) is a melding of 356 and 964 
chassis metal, retaining the 964’s suspension pickup points; this doesn’t 
mean that he uses 964 suspensions in stock form, but when specify-
ing shocks, springs, and anti-roll bars, he can employ pieces already 
designed, tested, and developed for Porsches, in concert with factory 
Porsche control arms and components. It all fits and works without 
having to reinvent those wheels, so to speak.

The 964’s wheelbase is longer than a 356’s, so some metal was 
added to the floorpan just aft of the shifter area; the new wheelbase is a 

Stock, modified, 
and RSR 356 digital 
models live in 
CAD files. Emory’s 
designers, engineers, 
and fabricators use 
them to understand 
how to modify 
and adapt the 
various floorpans, 
bodies, engine 
compartments, and 
wheelbases to build 
mild to wild Outlaws. 
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compromise between the stock dimensions of the two models. The engine 
frame section was tailored to a length appropriate for an air-cooled four. 
All of the car’s nose and tail bodywork is hand-formed aluminum and is 
designed to be removed. The deck lid has custom stainless hinges while 
the one-piece aluminum bonnet has an oil-cooler air outlet. To relieve 
wheel-well air pressure, Emory added louvers and front fender stand-
offs. Other custom air-management modifications include stainless mesh 
grilles for the cooling ducts and intercooler air inlets in the steel section 
of the rear fenders. Final exterior touches are modified Porsche 911 
rocker panels and Plexiglas side and quarter windows. The body color 
is a custom blend of PPG hues that Rod calls Meteorite Matte Metallic.

The RSR wouldn’t be true to classic Porsche or the 356 without 
an air-cooled flat four. But this ain’t no pushrodder 1600, baby. You’re 
likely familiar with the Nick Polopolus-developed four-cylinder engine 

that incorporates single overhead cam 911 architecture, which is run 
in many hot-rodded 356s. Emory has experience with these sophis-
ticated engines, but has since elected to develop his own version of 
the concept, incorporating bespoke blocks and heads. The Emory 
Outlaw four is a twin-plug, SOHC flat four, designed to use more factory 
Porsche—or Porsche replacement—sized and -spec parts, gaskets, 
and components, in an effort to give the engine a little more Porsche-
ness and be less leak-prone than some of the other designs out there. 

The decidedly exotic “Emory-Rothsport” twin-turbo Outlaw-4 
engine produces 395 horsepower on Rothsport Racing’s engine dyno—
imagine this in a car that weighs only 1,950 pounds. This proprietary 
engine is only available in Emory Motorsports builds. This collaboration 
between Rod Emory and Jeff Gamroth of Oregon-based Rothsport 
Racing is built in 2.4- and 2.6-liter variants, ranging from around 200 
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horsepower to nearly 400 in carbureted, fuel-injected, and twin-turbo 
configurations. The Outlaw-4 engine’s architecture is based on the dry-
sump Porsche 3.6-liter power plant from the 1990s. Rothsport created 
the purpose-built fuel-injection system with a one-off intake plenum 
and twin-plug distributor, managed by a MoTeC computer. The RSR 
race-inspired twin-turbo system uses two Garrett GT28R ball-bearing 
turbos with Turbosmart wastegates, backed by custom intercoolers. A 
dash-mounted 935-style boost control knob can dial up as much as 1.2 
bar of boost from the turbos. It’s just another connection to that iconic 
twin-turbo 935 that inspired so much of this wonderful madness.

Other Outlaw-4 details include a full-flow oil system with remote 
front-mounted filter and cooler, plumbed with XRP lines and fittings; 
total capacity is 18 quarts. Also, Rothsport fabricated a custom 3-2-1 
stainless-steel exhaust system, which ends with muffler-less straight 
pipes. The fuel system includes an 18-gallon Fuel Safe fuel cell, cradling 
a Radium FCST fuel delivery system.

The 356 RSR’s suspension was designed around the extreme power-
to-weight ratio. Ride is controlled by KW coilovers with 1.5 inches of 
on-demand lift to negotiate driveway aprons. Eisenlohr Racing Products’ 
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front camber plates and mono-ball mounts give additional adjustability, 
while Tarett Engineering anti-roll bars keep the body flat while cornering. 
The 964 non-power rack-and-pinion steering and brakes were retained, 
albeit with custom Coleman Racing rotors and hats. 

Competition components were one of the project’s springboards, 
but street-legality was an equal goal. One special set of MOMO Heritage 
center-lock wheels were created just for this car; fronts are 17” x 7” and 
the rears are 17” x 8”, wrapped in Pirelli P Zero Trofeo R tires. Emory 
told Cizneros, “Give me a set of these wheels, and we’ll build the rest of 
the car around them.” 

Enough pieces and parts; how does it go? The car fires instantly 
and settles to an edgy but still smooth idle; the engine zaps and zings 
quickly with no burping or hesitation. It takes a little torsional dexterity 
to wrangle my 240-pound frame into the snug racing seats, although the 
Momo multipoint harness system has more than enough adjustability. 
It ties the driver and passenger to the seats, and thus to the floor, and 
equally to the chassis.

Once the engine is warm, Emory boots the pedal, the tach needle 
snaps clockwise, and we’re through first and popping the wastegates. 

The real storm begins with a redline run up through second gear, which 
also comes and goes quickly, then into third, up to fourth, and past 100 
mph like nothing. Although the expression is overused, the RSR really 
does feel like a street-legal race car. And oh mama, it’s fast; 0-60 is well 
below four seconds, and it pulls like no 356 we’ve ever experienced. The 
cornering is cat-quick too, facilitated by the ultra-stiff chassis, responsive 
suspension, and monster Pirellis.  

Our commando runs took place on public roads, not a racetrack, 
so it was highly comforting to witness that the car stops as well as it goes. 
The brakes and sticky tires pull the car up hard and straight, with no dive 
or squat in the equation. Impressively, this RSR doesn’t bang and rattle 
as do so many race cars. This comes from very careful construction and 
build quality, naturally, but also tuning that preserves meaningful street-
ability. Some actual rubber remains in the suspension links, avoiding 
the welded-together feel imparted by spherical rod ends found in many 
track-only machines. The Hardura material on the floors has a rubber 
backing, and the cabin wears a lightweight headliner, all of which keep 
the crashing and banging at bay, and even limiting road and powertrain 
noise to streetable levels. Worry not; it’s enthusiastically loud, but it 
doesn’t punish.

What does all this speed and beauty cost? Out of respect to his 
client, Emory doesn’t say, but rest assured that when you add in all of the 
ground-up development, race-quality parts and hardware, plus countless 
hours of hand-fab work, you’d need a small pile of hundred-thousand 
dollar bills to convince Emory to build another one like it. But you can 
clearly see every penny of the investment.

Emory is thoughtful about what he’s created. “Will every 356 
aficionado love it? No, and that’s OK,” he says. “They’re welcome to love it 
or hate it, but I hope that most enthusiasts will understand what inspired 
it, and enjoy the quality and technology that went into it.” We agree 
wholeheartedly. And, honestly, we love it.

Rod Emory surrounded by some of his scaled-down toys; the toys in his shop and 
showroom are full-scale and fabulous. 
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Swiss Bliss
The 44th International 
Porsche 356 Meeting

Preparations to attend the 44th International Porsche 356 Meeting 
in Switzerland began nearly one year ago, in 2018. The event was 
limited to only 100 356s; further, all participants needed to drive 

their 356s to the Bürgenstock Hotel, overlooking Lake Lucerne, for the 
event, to be held from May 30 to June 2, 2019. 

At exactly at 13:00 hours CEST on Monday, July 9, 2018, my husband 
Bill clicked on the registration link. On July 16, our paid registration 
was confirmed—phew! This temporary sigh of relief was followed by 
the realization that we needed to ship Smokey, our 1956 Radium Green 
A coupe to Europe—something we had not done before. Yikes—we 
needed help!

As Registry members, we have an amazing network of resources. 
Folks on both sides of the pond provided recommendations and shared 
their personal experiences on shipping their 356s between the United 
States and Europe. We want to extend special thanks to Jim Spears, a 
fellow Florida Owners Group member, who provided invaluable guidance 
over several months, and our Belgium-based coordinator, Eric Moszko-
wicz, owner of G.E.M., whom Bill met when Eric helped ship our Iso 
Lele from Belgium to the States. After weighing the pros and cons of the 
different options, we chose to ship the car by boat, via the roll-on and 
roll-off process. Once that was decided, Bill managed and confirmed 
additional trans-Atlantic shipping components including: 1) U.S.-based 
car insurance for replacement value; 2) marine insurance; 3) shipping 
agents in the United States and in Europe; 4) drop-off and pick-up 
locations in the United States and Europe; and 5) liability insurance for 
driving around in Europe. 

Different representatives in three countries were involved in all of 
these components. Despite Bill’s continued follow-up for months, our 356 
only was “released” at the terminal in Antwerp the morning we arrived in 

Brussels, on May 27. (Stay tuned for a future article from Ross Groeiz on 
shipping 356s from the United States to places around the globe.) 

Eric drove us from the Brussels airport to Antwerp and secured 
Smokey’s release so we could start our trip. As we were leaving Eric’s shop, 
he asked if we had a GPS. We said, “No, we use maps.” Aghast, he said, “You 
have only maps!” Perhaps he thought he’d never see us again, though in fact 
we did return Smokey to his shop for shipment back to the United States.

As we were in Belgium and en route to Switzerland, where was the 
first logical stop? Of course, the answer was Spa! It was a typical day 
at Circuit de Spa-Francorchamps—a mixture of sun, clouds, light and 
heavy rain—and in person, you really appreciate the elevation change 

By Debbie Cooper
Photos by John Hearn,  

Eduard Meltzer and Andrea Teufer 

Eric Moszkowicz and Debbie Cooper with Smokey at the terminal in Antwerp.
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from the pits, down and then up Eau Rouge through the Kemmel Straight, 
and around Rivage back to the start/finish line. Driving on public roads 
provides walkable access to different parts of the track. As the afternoon 
was ending, we drove back to the town of Spa, found a hotel, and walked 
to dinner—a great first day. As a side note, Spa is named after the local 
health-spa baths, and many consider the drinking water from the area to 
be the finest in Europe.

We had to head through Germany, so where was the next logical 
stop? Of course, the answer is Nürburgring! The last time we were 

there was 1997, when we attended the Grand Prix of Luxembourg. After 
the race, we drove on the actual Formula 1 course and the Nordschleife 
in our 993. This time we hoped to drive Smokey around the 77 turns and 
nearly 21 km of the Nordschleife, but Mercedes had rented the track for 
AMG testing for the entire day.  

Next it was time to meet the other 356 enthusiasts, but first we had to 
leave the European Union and enter Switzerland. We were advised to use 
a “sleepy” border crossing, where we hoped we would not be detained 
by lots of questions about the car. We bought our Swiss highway sticker 
in Germany, headed across the Rhine, approached the border cautiously, 
and were pleasantly surprised to be waved through by three patrol agents. 
Boy, what a relief… perhaps not so fast. We drove a bit further and the 
Swiss Polezi politely requested (bitte) that we pull over, which we did in 
the first rest area. After showing them all of the paperwork to prove that 
we owned the car and had imported it properly, they were satisfied and 
posed for a picture. 

After driving for a while, we followed the sign for the Bürgenstock 
Hotel and drove the 7.2 km of switchbacks leading up to it, ending up 
about 1,500 feet above Lake Lucerne. What an amazing location and 
spectacular view! After settling into our room overlooking Lake Lucerne, 
we went to registration. As you would guess, being in Switzerland, the 
process was efficient and the team was very well organized, accommo-
dating, and extremely helpful.   

We had some free time before the welcome party, so down to the 
garage we went to see the other 356s. We came around a corner and 
saw not one but two Gmünd coupes side by side and had to find out 
more. Speaking with Gaby Straumann, she mentioned that the car she 

Smokey visited Spa in Belgium (near the towns of Malmedy and Stavelot) and the Nürburgring in Germany. Swiss Police don’t miss much.

The Bürgenstock hotel’s parking garage resembled a 356 showroom.

The spectacular Bürgenstock Hotel above Lake Lucerne.

Dessert with a view.
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drove was converted to right-hand drive to accommodate a race driver. 
What I found most exciting was that the other Gmünd was driven by her 
daughters, and her son was going to drive their third Gmünd, but was 
unable to make the trip. I can’t remember if the “missing” Gmünd was 
356/2 003 or 356/2 004. We continued to walk through the garage, 
admiring the cars and chatting with the owners until it was time to go 
to dinner.

On Thursday evening, Frank Baumann, the event chairman, 
extended a very warm welcome, introduced his team, provided an over-
view of the “driving” weekend, and noted that all of our meals in the 
hotel would be served in the Lakeview Ballroom, providing a vista of Lake 
Lucerne below.

We chatted with folks we knew and were introduced or introduced 
ourselves to folks from around the world. We met one computer expert 
from Germany (not to be named) who, to make sure he was among the 
100 participants to secure a spot in the event, had set up three computers 
ready to sign up as soon as registration for the event opened; his regis-
tration number was among the first ten! (Ours was 46.)  

Porsche 356 owners are friendly, and willing to help solve mechan-
ical issues and introduce you to fellow enthusiasts. At our dinner table, 
Ruth and Jim Spears (U.S.) introduced us to Otto and Thomas Glatz 
(Germany), who they had met at previous Holidays in Europe. During 
our conversation I mentioned that I was scheduled to meet Stephan Grise 
from Porsche Classic and Mathias Menner the following Wednesday in 
Stuttgart. Otto and Thomas said they had met a “Stephan” at the event in 
Denmark, who was also at the Bürgenstock; that is how Stephan and I 
met. Claire Jeffries and Andrew Donelly (Australia) then joined us, and 
we found out that their 1961 silver Super 90 coupe spent less time on the 
open seas traveling from Australia to Europe (4 weeks) than Smokey 
needed to get from the United States to Europe (6 weeks). Days later, 
after the event, we met Claire & Andrew at the Porsche museum, as well 
as our dear friend Ilse Nädele. Our 356s were parked side by side in the 
garage there.

After breakfast on Friday morning, we were off on our first drive to 
lunch, 165.16 km or 102.73 miles away. Detailed route instructions and 
excellent maps for orientation were provided to all entrants so we could 
drive at our own pace and stop and enjoy the views of the lakes and the 
mountains, many still covered in snow. Having covered many kilometers 
on previous visits to Switzerland, we were aware of the need to wait at 
turn outs on one-lane roads for oncoming hay wagons, cars, or trucks. 
We all took it in stride as the nearly 100 cars covered the route, and we 
arrived for lunch at the Grandhotel Giessbach and its tiered waterfall 
nearby.

Two Gmünd coupes at once, with Gaby 
Straumann driving the lead, right-hand drive 
car, with Andreas Escher and her daughters 
Svenja and Flaminia in another Gmünd coupe 
just behind.

Along Alpnachersee, returning to the Bürgenstock.

Ms. Crumly likes cabriolets, and so do Madeleine and Lars Reichelt.

Through the mountains en route to the Grandhotel Giessbach.

The 1951 Pre-A coupe of Ernst and Anita Krüger leads the way.
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After lunch, we had the option of two routes home: a scenic drive 
(52.95 km or 32.93 miles) or a quick drive (15.14 km or 9.42 miles) back 
to the hotel. Having shipped Smokey to Europe, we were determined to 
enjoy every Swiss kilometer and took the scenic route back.

After relaxing for a short while with a view of the lake, it was time 
to make our way to the funicular (cable car) to take us down to Lake 
Lucerne to board the boat for our dinner cruise. The funicular was 
established back in the 1890s by the original Bürgenstock Hotel owners 
to transport tourists from Lucerne to the hotel. The cable cars and system 
are new, but the original track route is still used. We cruised around the 
lake and enjoyed the scenery, cocktails, and dinner with Fred Hampton, 
John Arnold, and Chuck and Gordon Bond. The evening ended with yel-
low and red hues of the sunset.

On Saturday we had the choice of participating in an all-day driving 
event or a sight-seeing day in Lucerne… now was that really a difficult 
choice for us? Of course, we opted for the 90.90-km/56.54-mile drive to 
the Widenmoos Resort, a private facility with extensive gardens and sev-
eral ponds overlooking the valley below. We dined al fresco, enjoying a 
buffet lunch of different grilled meats, vegetables, and salads and ended 
the meal with sorbets and espresso. Once again it was time to choose 
scenic vs. quick drive. It ended up as a “combo” drive back to the hotel, 
as I “navigated” us into a right turn earlier than I should, cutting short 
the scenic route home – oops. The detailed map allowed me to route us 
back to the hotel where we once again enjoyed the view of Lake Lucerne 
before the gala dinner.

The evening began with Frank and his team joining the rest of us 
for aperitifs and hors d’oeuvres outside, with a band providing wonderful 
background music. Many of us answered questions to be eligible for a 
drawing for a Chopard watch. During the wonderful dinner, we enjoyed 
the slide show of the drives, the mountain and lake views, and the venues 
of our action-packed weekend. Gifts were first presented to Frank and his 

The Grandhotel Giessbach and its tiered waterfall, pictured below.

The funicular from the hotel down to Lake Lucerne.
The evening cruise on Lake Lucerne, with a cocktail hour on the stern and a toast 
to the captain.

Early morning tune-up before the Saturday drive.  
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team for hosting this terrific event. The country presidents, and I as the 
representative of the Porsche 356 Registry, extended additional thanks to 
Frank. We presented him with some gifts to let him know how much we 
truly appreciated his work over the past five years to organize and host 
this wonderful weekend in Switzerland. 

There were no speeches, only a few remarks, so I was shocked when 
Stephan handed me the microphone and asked me to describe my expe-
rience attending my first International Holiday as a trustee. I do not know 
exactly what I said, but I know it included the words, “ honor,” “amazing,” 
“exceptional,” and “well done!” Although I sat next to François-Xavier 
Derriks from Chopard at dinner, my name was not chosen to win the 
grand prize, but the winner of the Chopard watch jumped for joy. The 
evening ended with great music and plenty of dancing.

Sunday morning brought us to the final breakfast. Although we 
wanted to stay and continue to enjoy each other’s company and the beau-

tiful countryside, it was time to bid farewell. Over the weekend, we met 
fellow enthusiasts, and shared stories, laughter and unexpected common 
interests, such as the topic of Iso ownership with Julie and Barry Twitchell. 

Before we left the Bürgenstock area, we took the gondola to the 
top of Mount Pilatus. We watched a hang glider catch the thermals and 
wished we could have seen the spectacular view from his perspective.

Each European international meeting has a different and unique 
program based on the country where it is held. Given we were in the 
lake region in Switzerland, surrounded by mountains with twisting and 
winding roads, the focus was on driving and experiencing the spec-
tacular scenery. Next year’s meeting will be held in Munich, Germany, 
and I am sure the organizers will host another event that all of the 356 
attendees will enjoy thoroughly. If you haven’t yet, consider attending an 
International meeting in Europe. It will be an experience you will enjoy 
and always remember!

Frank Baumann receives a gift of appreciation from Debbie 
Cooper on behalf of the 356 Registry. 

Cocktail hour back at the Bürgenstock.

After-dinner music and dancing capped 
off the meeting.

Widenmoos Resort.

François-Xavier Derriks from Chopard picks a winner for 
the grand prize.

L-R: Diane Morrill, Gordon Bond, Chuck Bond, and 
Debbie and Bill Cooper.

Event Chairman Frank Baumann and his team, L-R: Thomas Koller, Michel Porchet, Suzanne Baumgartner, 
Max Baumgartner, Christoph Tanner, Frank Baumann, Dieter Brühlmann and Bernd von Nolting, prior to the 
gala dinner, where a slideshow of the weekend’s events was displayed before the meal.
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The forecast for the weekend of June 8 called for rain, and as the days 
progressed the outlook grew bleaker. Saturday’s Über Region Fest in 
Florence, Alabama, just might be washed out—or maybe not.  
My slate grey 356C survivor is not particularly watertight. Still, it was 

ready to go if conditions improved. A light rain fell on Nashville during 
the early morning hours on Friday, and by 10 a.m. it was coming down 
hard. With matted prints and books to pack, I began to acknowledge that 
my non-Porsche would be the right choice for the trip. 

Then, sometime after noon the rain lightened, the sky cleared a bit, 
and that’s all I needed. I immediately began packing the Porsche, taking 
precautions like plastic-wrapping the books for protection. My wife and I 
departed just after 3 p.m., following a route toward Leiper’s Fork and the 
Natchez Trace Parkway. Rain began to fall as soon as we pulled out of the 
driveway—lightly at first, then heavier. No matter, we were on our way. 

Just as Friday afternoon traffic began backing up on Hillsboro Pike, 
we escaped onto Old Hillsboro Road for the run to Leiper’s Fork. We 
carved the sweeping corners then slowed as we approached the one-
horse town where The Country Boy and Puckett’s offer Southern fare, 
rocking chairs, and guitar pulls (for you non-musicians, that’s an infor-
mal gathering where players pass a guitar around and swap songs). They 
also serve ethanol-free gasoline.

A few miles later we merged onto the Natchez Trace—a National 
Parkway that runs 444 miles from Nashville, Tennessee, to Natchez, 
Mississippi. It’s a wide, well-maintained two-lane, closed to commercial 
travel. On this Friday afternoon we had it largely to ourselves for the 
100-mile run south to Florence.

For a moment I spared a thought for the mundane caravan of cars 
paralleling our journey south on the busy interstate some miles to the 

Southern Trace
From Tennessee to Alabama for the Über Region Fest

By Bruce Sweetman
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east. With blue showing through the cloud cover, a drying road ahead, 
and the flat four singing happily behind us, all was right with our world. 

Every so often a point of interest beckoned and we acquiesced. We 
took in valley views, walked a trail that dead-ended at a tree (the sign 
promised waterfalls), and paid our respects to Meriwether Lewis at the 
site of his untimely demise and interment. 

We stayed on the Trace as long as possible, but finally exited onto 
a busy two-lane that took us to our hotel on the outskirts of Florence. 
We unloaded our overnight bags and camera equipment, and left the 
merchandise tightly packed in the Porsche.

The Über Region Fest officially opened at noon on Saturday, with the 
morning set aside for vendor setup and car staging. An autocross course 
was taking shape under dark clouds behind the building that housed 
event host Thomas Trissl’s private collection and for-sale cars. Significant 
911s in a wide variety of colors were displayed alongside other Porsche 
models, as well as the 100th Singer-restored 911. 

Above left: Leiper’s Fork has real gasoline and easy access to the “Trace.”
Above: Here, on the night of October 11, 1809, Meriwether Lewis’s life “of romantic 
endeavor and lasting achievement came tragically and mysteriously to its close.”
Opposite and below: The verdant Natchez Trace Parkway was nearly deserted 
during our 100-mile drive.
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As we set up our indoor display, 
we suddenly heard the rain hammer-
ing the roof. I peeked out back to see 
the autocross course awash in water. 
The cones were still standing but the 
course’s defining chalk lines were 
completely gone.

By noon the sky brightened yet 
again, nearly 200 Porsches had lined 
up, and we enjoyed a few hours of dry 
weather. There were 911s from the 
past five decades, 914s, 944s, Box-
sters, Caymans, Cayennes, Macans, 
and just one 356 besides the author’s 
driver. Meanwhile, gutsy Porsche 
drivers and other interlopers hustled 
around the tricky autocross course 
without the benefit of chalk lines. 

Whenever I ventured outside, I 
passed by “Slate Grey” and answered 
questions from folks, including a gen-
tleman who was doing background 
research on 356s for a novel. I tastelessly revved its engine to demon-
strate the rorty snarl for fellow gearheads. 

We packed up and left in the late afternoon—heading back onto 
the Natchez Trace Parkway. The little wiper blades worked just fine as 
we drove through numerous showers. During one heavy downpour I 
turned to my wife with an inquiring look, “Is it raining on your legs?” 
“Yes,” she replied. 

The engine was loving the cool afternoon as I grabbed third gear 
and opened it up to pass slower travelers—tip-toeing by on my aging 
Michelins and leaving them with a misty view of teardrop taillights. In 
the final leg I took a narrow road from the Trace to Lieper’s Fork—
working the gears and pushing through damp corners even as darkness 
closed in. 

After unloading everything back at the house, I rolled up the 
rubber mats and soaked up the standing water—like removing the 
insoles from a pair of old boots after a hike. A couple days later I did a 
shake-down drive and filled the tank to be ready for the next road trip. 
Did someone say Flagstaff, Arizona?

Porsches showed up despite the iffy 
weather and visitors enjoyed Thomas 
Trissl’s large collection of significant cars.
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Rear Hub Doughnut
(bushing set) 

1965–1967 $75.00
1968–1989 $90.00
Simply the Best.

The 356 Specialty Precision
Parts and Services depot.

EmErgEncy  
or rEbuild:
A push-rod tubE thAt  
instAlls without tools  
And nEvEr lEAks.

Selected from our many products shown at:  
www.precisionmatters.biz
Or call to order:

(415) 252-1428



Kunstgalerie
Swiss Cheese images by Llew Kinst



I f you were a young professional in the early 1960s and working for 
one of the tech companies that were in the process of creating Silicon 
Valley, you just had to have a sports car. If it was a 356, all the better.

Today, the young engineers at Apple, Google, and Facebook are 
totally into cycling. They ride the hills above the valley on $8,000 bikes, 
decked out in the latest kit. In 1960, those same mountain roads were 
sports car racetracks on the weekends.

One of the drivers who participated in these weekend runs, and who 
was at the center of the Porsche world in the Valley, was Kirby Hollis. He 
helped invent Autocross as we know it today at the Lockheed Sports Car 
Club, raced with the Sports Car Club of America, and showed his cars 
in Concours competitions, winning the Manhattan award at the Porsche 
Parade—twice.

At one time, a friend of Kirby’s at Lockheed had undergone surgery 
and was recuperating at home. He could not leave the house for fear of 
infection but was itching to do something... and he had a drill press! So, 
Kirby would take a part from his A coupe and put it in a bag on his friend’s 
front porch. A few days later he would return and pick up the part after it 
had been drilled for lightness. If Kirby could unbolt it, it got drilled.

Over the years, the drilled parts were pulled from Kirby’s car 
because modern Concours required period-correct parts; such creativity 
was not rewarded on the show field. The parts ended up split between 
Clark Anderson and myself, and some of them made it onto my car.

Kirby passed away a few months ago, but his enthusiastic attention 
to detail, and his friendship, will never be forgotten. His passing has left 
a huge hole in the Bay Area Porsche community.
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A
TEN-YEAR 

DREAM
Driving the 

2019 Mille Miglia…
in a 1951 Pre-A

By Michael Rivkin

“FASTER!! FASTER!! NO, NO—SLOWER!! SLOWER!!”

Such was much of the chatter between Reinhold and I as we navi-
gated our way from Brescia, down to Rome, and back in this year’s 
Mille Miglia, held May 15–18, 2019. And I suppose that was to be 

expected with an Italian driver and an American co-driver on Rein-
hold’s native roads!

Back in 2009, I was pushing the entered cars as they snaked their 
way through the narrow streets of Brescia on their approach to the 
presentation stand. A gelato in one hand (always), the other pushing a 

prewar Auto Union, it came to me… “Hmmm… this could be fun!” And 
so it began. Several other runs “chasing the Mille” cemented my lust to 
do this race.

Earlier applications to the Mille had been passed over, but late in 2018 
I was invited by dear friend Reinhold Plank to co-drive with him, should 
his car be selected. He was completing the application process and FIVA 
papers for his just-out-of-restoration ’51 Pre-A. Sadly, one never knows for 
sure until that magic letter arrives—in our case, just weeks before the 
start date of the Mille. Still, we optimistically booked air travel and made 
all arrangements early on. Finally, we were confirmed in late April and 
everything fell into place!

The visceral charge of 
the Mille is legendary. From 
arriving at the certification 
and inspection hall, receiv-
ing our credentials, care-
fully placing the assigned 
numbers on the Pre-A… all 
is part of the thrill, espe-
cially for a first-timer. Then 
it is off to downtown Brescia 
for final vehicle confirma-
tion, tracking device instal-
lation, and the application 
of the “seal,” to ensure the 
vehicle on the road is actu-
ally a true Mille car (such is 
the added provenance to the 
car by running in the Mille). The full team.

Reinhold Plank and Michael Rivkin at Siena on Day 3.
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Then off for the start! With Italian Air Force jets streaming the colors 
of the flag over the city, and masses of people everywhere, the importance 
and pride behind this national event are unquestionable. Frankly, you 
could just as well be Jackie Stew-
art or Stirling Moss judging by the 
excitement shown by the locals to 
all of the cars, as spectators lined 
the roads throughout the four 
days and three nights of the event. 
That’s the strongest memory for 
me: any town we were in, any 
hour of the day or night, young 
and old… the cheers of “Bella 
Machina!” resonated. Driving 
through the small, ancient towns, 
where people could quite liter-
ally touch your car and slap your 
hand (and did) or pass you a shot 
of vin canto (it is Italy, after all), 
the excitement is shared by all!

The race and the roads 
have gotten quite crowded since 
the Mille’s 1927 founding. Cars are still limited to models from 1927 
through 1957 that had run in the original race, with priority for actual 
cars that ran. Major sponsors like Mercedes and Alfa Romeo get to play 

Arrival in Rome, Day 2.

Michael pushes the car to the start.

Car 207 takes the starting flag.
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too, joined by countless local clubs and buffs from around the continent. 
Sadly, there are “incidents,” and cars do get broken. To help deal with the 
crowds, local police often guard intersections for the Mille cars and even 
escort you through congested areas and into busy cities like Rome. They 
pretty much “look the other way” during the race when it comes to petty  
matters… like traffic laws. Ah, only possible in Italy!

Our support crew was happily able to focus on what they do best—
eating and drinking—as the 356 performed flawlessly. Accustomed to Bs 
as I am, the Pre-A’s skinny 16-inch tires, early brakes, and non-synchro 
shifting required some “re-programming” (and reminders from Rein-
hold). As much as 15 hours of seat time daily, over four days, was actually 
enjoyable. Make no mistake: this is not your club’s summer tour to the win-
ery. We finished respectably, and unscathed, before the welcoming crowds, 
friends, and family who greeted us at the finish line back in Brescia.

In the end the Mille Miglia was a once-in-a-lifetime experience, and 
the memories will be cherished forever. The Mille, or even simply being 
a part of the start in Brescia, should be on the bucket list of any true car 
person! The planning, coordination, and cooperation among the event 
organizers, authorities, and every town is enviable… this is no small feat. 
The Italians are passionate about life like few other peoples, and nothing 
demonstrates this more that the Mille! 

Very special thanks for this opportunity go to: Reinhold Plank and 
“Aircooled by Plank,” driver and car owner; the crew of “Team 207;” 
the “Triple A’s” of Andrea Coriani, Andrea Ferrari, and Andrea Rota, for 
their preparedness and cheers (and all of whom gained a few pounds 
over the four days); and the spouses, for their support and patience 
(and who were shopping in Rome while Reinhold and I were in the 
Pre-A all day!).

Coming into Bologna, Day 3. Michael and Reini celebrate post-race in Brescia.
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Believe it. There really is 
Life after Rust.

Corrosion? Collision? What was once salvage is now salvation.

Hard-to-find sheet metal is no longer, well, hard to find.  We make collision 
and restoration sheetmetal for all 356s, 1950-65. Outer body panels, all

body styles.  Also, body bumpers,  A bumpers, n.l.a inner structures. 
Back seats, wheel well panels, firewalls, tunnels, Speedster seats, doors, 

hoods, engine lids, door tops and more, in steel and aluminum. 

Trevor’s Hammerworks, Inc.
440•953•0501  440•602•9885 Faxwww.356panels.com

In Stock Now
Reproduction BR18 & 022 Distributors

Correct curve and 

total advance,

genuine

Bosch points, 

restores steady 

idle and proper 

acceleration.

Special Price $350 

With Free Shipping

ClassicoWheels.com 

toll free 866 868 0808
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On Sunday, July 21, the 356 Club of Southern California hosted its 
33rd annual 356 Concours. Held at the Bella Collina Golf Club in 
San Clemente, California, the tree-lined fairway setting added a 

touch of Tuscan flair to the annual gathering that prides itself as the 
largest 356-only judged event in the world. 

Categories included Wash and Shine, Street, and Full Concours. 
Including a “sea of tubs” driven to the show for display only, close to 
one hundred fifty 356s were present. Members from the R Gruppe, 912 
Registry and other air-cooled enthusiasts accounted for another 100 or 
more Porsches, making it one large air-cooled showing. Speaking of air-
cooled, a nice breeze off the Pacific Ocean rolled in before lunch, mak-
ing for a truly spectacular day.

Much enthusiasm surrounded this year’s show because of the Out-
law and Special Interest groups, which had their own People’s Choice 
awards. Rod Emory brought four of his amazing builds, which includ-
ed the Gmünd 356 SL he recently restored for collector/racer Cameron 
Healy. This is the car with which Porsche earned its first class win at the 
24 Hours of Le Mans. As Rod explained, Porsche constantly modified 

its racers to achieve performance improvements. Hence, one could look 
upon this historic racer as one of the first Porsche Outlaws, long before 
the term even existed. 

Australia’s Ron Goodman graced the fairway lawn with two of his 
356 race cars, both appropriately displaying boxing kangaroo decals. 
Nic Clemence of European Collectibles brought an unrestored 1957 
Speedster that was rescued from an Illinois farmhouse, and which oozed 
patina from bumper to bumper. As the years roll by, the classic Porsche 
hobby’s interest in modified and unrestored cars continues to grow. 

Retailer Porsche Design of Costa Mesa supported the show and 
generously donated a lot of great merchandise. McKenna Porsche of 
Norwalk displayed a 356 Outlaw along with several aftermarket parts, 
and Bruce Schwartz of Stoddard parts fame enjoyed the concours for 
the first time. John Wilhoit of Wilhoit Auto Restoration oversaw the 
show’s judging, which included numerous teams of 356 experts who 
volunteered to make the show possible. All in all, it was another great 
concours and the 356 Club board is already discussing ways to improve 
upon it for next year. 

356 Concours at Bella Collina
By Rex McAfee

Bella Collina Golf Club provided a perfect setting for a gathering of 356s.
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Bottom: First place in the 
Full Concours category was 
awarded to Nick Clemence 
for this stunning 1958 356A 
Cabriolet.

Right: After being raced 
for many years with its roof 
cut off, Rod Emory restored 
this 356 SL Gmünd racecar 
back to its glory when it 
earned Porsche’s first class 
win at the Le Mans 24.
Below: Nick Clemence 
of European Collectibles 
brought this unrestored 
1957 Speedster that was 
rescued from an Illinois 
farmhouse.

Stoddard owner and President Bruce Schwartz made 
a West Coast appearance and was able to talk with 
numerous 356 owners about the parts industry.
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Top: Anxiety naturally runs a little high when your car is being scrutinized by a 
team of judges. Is your spare tire properly inflated?
Middle: One of the great aspects of the annual show is the support shown by 
other air-cooled enthusiasts.
Bottom: This year’s turn-out for Outlaws was the biggest yet, confirming their 
acceptance is growing among the 356 community.

Award Recipients
Full Concours 
First Place Nick Clemence 1958 356A Cabriolet
Second Place Mike Nolte 1954 356A Coupe
Third Place Norm Harris 1958 356A Speedster

Street Concours Pre-A & A      
First Place Chris Casler 1958 356A Speedster
Second Place Mike Benson 1959 356A Coupe

Street Concours 356B   
First Place Rick Gibson 1961 356B Coupe
Second Place David Jones 1963 356B Coupe

Street Concours 356C   
First Place Gabe Renga 1964 356C Cabriolet
Second Place David Ross 1964 356C Coupe

Wash & Shine 356 Pre-A & A
First Place James Scrimger 1953 356 Cabriolet
Second Place Kent Burns 1956 356A Coupe

Wash & Shine 356B   
First Place Terry Dibble 1963 356B Cabriolet
Second Place Sandy Amison 1962 356B Cabriolet

Wash & Shine 356C   
First Place James Puckett 1965 356C Coupe
Second Place Miles Richardson 1964 356C Coupe

Experience the Premier Advantage
Call us toll free at 877-973-7700
premierfinancialservices.com

We do one thing: Lease exotic and vintage motorcars. 
We do it fast: Delivery in 24 hours. 
We use technology: Electronic signatures expedite everything. 
We have a secret weapon: The 100% transparent amortization schedule.

When you’re ready to take the wheel, contact us.
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• From seat rebuild to complete interiors. 
• Shipped worldwide from our new state of the art 

facility in Palm Springs, CA.  Visitors welcome!
• All products unconditionally guaranteed correct 

to the highest show standards.  
• CAD cut for perfect fit with unrivaled workmanship.
• All factory correct German materials and colors.  
• Complimentary sample package available.

356 Upholstery
For the Perfectionist

Visit our website to see photos and 
our new informative VIDEO productions. 

A must see for anyone planning a 356 interior replacement.

www.HeritageTrim.com
Palm Springs, CA USA   360 332 3022
Vancouver, BC Canada  604 990 0346
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Brad Green lets the gravel fly. Photo by Ken Hawkins.

In its July 2018 issue, Sports Car Market magazine announced a Pacific 
Northwest Rally for July 2019. It would be limited to 40 cars; read-
ers discovered, when they went to register the day the issue arrived 

in their mailboxes, that the rally was almost sold out. Publisher Keith 
Martin and Events Manager Erin Olsen wanted to keep the size small 
and manageable so they could put participants up in smaller, charming 
overnight properties. That the featured marque would be Porsche per-
haps encouraged quick sign-ups; the German marque accounted for 60 
percent of the participants, who filled the entry list with fourteen 356s 
and ten 911 derivatives.

Some of us remember when a rally was defined as a time-speed-
distance (TSD) affair, with very competitive checkpoints that you had to 
arrive at exactly on time. Cars left at one-minute intervals based on car 
number. For example, car number 7 left 7 minutes after the starting hour. 
A car could arrive at the end point early, but it had to keep a short distance 
away from the time checkpoint. The navigator was given a route sheet or 
book that only contained two of the TSD components, for example, “Drive 
13.6 miles at 42 mph. Turn right. Continue for 27 minutes at 37 mph. At 
‘Y’ take left fork…” and so on. This meant that you had to be very specific 
about your route and speeds.

Today’s modern rallies, including the SCM 1000, the California Mille, 
Copper State 1000, and the Colorado Grand, have no such TSD pretenses. 
They simply provide a reason to exercise vintage cars, immersion in spec-
tacular scenery, and the fellowship of like-minded automobile enthusiasts. 

At registration the owners were provided with a pair of number 
balls and driver and co-driver names to be placed on the cars. Each 
team received a route book that graphically described distances, high-
way numbers or names, and directional turns. However, cars were not 
given a specific time to depart for each leg of the drive. As I recall no one 
got lost during the 1,000 miles of rural back roads, single-lane logging 
roads, or gravel trails in Oregon and Washington as we straddled the 
Columbia River Gorge. 

These are fun, interesting drives. The Rally Master is not out to 
trick or challenge the navigators or the drivers. Elevation changes 
ranging from almost sea level up to 12,000 feet accompanied dra-
matic geography changes as we drove from west to east, up and 
over the lush-timbered Cascade mountain range to the eastern high 
deserts.

Cars tended to depart after an 8:00 a.m. breakfast; by 9:00 a.m., 
the parking lots were empty. The route always had a mid-morning potty 

Exploring the Pacific Northwest 
in the Sports Car Market 1000
By Burt Richmond
Photos by Burt Richmond and  
Ken Hawkins/KenHawkinsPictures.com
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stop and a snack break. Same for the afternoon. Lunches were scheduled 
in unique and pleasant locations. 

The rally’s route through the Pacific Northwest gave us and our 
fellow participants a wonderful flavor of this special area of the United 
States with its well-known lumber industry. Our routes led us through 
dark tunnels of towering pine and fir trees that blocked out the sun on 
twisty, undulating logging roads. The forests gave way to multiple moun-
tains and volcanoes. At one of our stops at the historic Timberline Lodge, 
an hour southeast of Portland, summer skiers could be seen riding the 
chairlift toward the top of the 11,239-foot peak. Timberline was built in 
1935 by the WPA (Works Project Administration) a program created by 
the federal government to keep craftsmen busy working during the Great 
Depression. The lodge was built utilizing local logs and still stands as one 
of man’s great accomplishments of innovation and craftsmanship. 

It was a strenuous climb for our 1600cc Porsches after darting 
about in 80-degree temperatures at lower altitudes. We watched our 

oil temp gauge (which 
has numbers) go above 
180 degrees as we con-
tinued to climb toward 
Mt. Hood, where the 
air temperature was 46 
degrees. While we have 
a steel hardtop on our 
Speedster, we do not have 
side curtains. Ergo, when 
it rained for a while on 
day one, it was wet inside. 
On some mornings we 
started off cold and would 
twist the heater knob on. 
Great! If I was driving, my 
left shoe would melt and 
get glued to the floor. In 
order to balance things 
out, I opted for the nav-
igator’s seat so I could 
melt my right shoe!

Another key feature 
of the Pacific Northwest 
is the Lewis & Clark 

waterway. The Columbia River is like the Mississippi of the region, being 
a long and deep, navigable waterway. Our first day upon departing Port-
land took us across the Columbia into Washington, where we continued 
east on the very scenic WA-14 that hugged the north shore of the river 
gorge. While the Columbia River provides a giant nautical highway for 
goods, it also provides an incredible amount of hydroelectric power to 
both Oregon and Washington. Interestingly, both north and south sides 
of the Columbia River Gorge have very active rail lines that are sand-
wiched in between the paved roads and river’s edge—quite amazing 
feats of engineering. Sometimes the railroad crosses the shallow parts 
of the close-to-shore river rather than strictly follow the course of the 
undulating river bank.

On the eastern portions of Washington and Oregon, once our route 
crossed the Cascade Mountain range, the temperatures rose as we entered 
high deserts that provide large agricultural tracts, full of fruit orchards 
and acres of Walla Walla onions. The tops of all the ridges featured huge 
wind farms that pumped out more electricity. It would have seemed like 

John Draenas and Jim North. Peter and Maria Schick packed for the journey.
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Below left: Tony Varni and Tom Sanborn apply their number ball for the event. 
Above, their red Speedster rests at the foot of Mt. Hood alongside other rally 
participants.

K
en

 H
aw

ki
ns



50      Volume 43,  Number 3  •  Porsche 356 Registry

well. They encourage spirited driving on twisty back roads because the 
suspension is so well balanced, making them great handling automobiles. 

Porsches, especially the 356 and air-cooled 912/911, are easy to 
maintain, and they are not so fussy that they require a master mechanic 
to keep them running. Two 1965 C owners at the rally were the original 
owners of their cars! One was inducement for the owner, when he was 
in high school, to keep his grades up. His 356 is the embodiment of a 
car that has been well cared for. Even the perfectly spotless dashboard 
looks like it left the showroom yesterday, which is a tribute to his devoted 
care. Both Ed Hutchinsons, Senior and Junior, from New Jersey have now 
driven more than 4,000 trouble-free miles since the rally, with a jaunt 

a never-ending cavalry to Don Quixote. The damn windmills stretched 
for scores of miles, into infinity. 

One of the fun pre-dinner wine and beer cocktail times included a 
“Conversations with Collectors” symposium. Fellow participants and fre-
quent Sports Car Market scribes shared their experiences and wisdom. 
The Bend, Oregon, panel, titled, “Why do Porsches Continue to Escalate 
in Value,” was hosted by Donald Osborne and Keith Martin, joined by 
Miles Collier, Steve Serio, and John Draneas. Universally, everyone’s 
response was that Porsches are reliable, unlike Ferraris; German engi-
neering is solid and well thought-out; and while Porsches may not have 
the sensual visual appeal of Italian design, they just continue to work 

Miles Collier and Keith Martin on the slopes of Mt. Hood.

Steve Serio and Robert Lepofsky at the Maryhill Museum of Art, overlooking the 
Columbia River Gorge.

Bonneville Dam is a major generator of hydroelectric power for Washington  
and Oregon.

The Geiser Grand hotel in Baker City, Oregon, closed down the street for our 
overnight parking.
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While Porsche purists would deliberate the subtle differences of a  
Pre-A, a B, or a C with four-wheel disc brakes, essentially, it is a similar 
shape. Next came the 911 and its multiple variations, while still retaining 
a shape that is recognizable at a glance. Many of the audience agreed 
that the one turning point in the heritage of Porsche was the success of 
the 917 in particular. Nothing can compare to the dramatic blue/orange 
Gulf-sponsored 917s in the winner’s circle! The world stood up and took 
notice of the Ferrari killer.

We loved Porsches before the 917, but the 917 confirmed our admi-
ration of, and dedication to the brand.

into British Columbia and then leisurely south to Monterey, with ever-
broadening smiles of joy and pleasure derived from their B coupe. 

One of the lucky registrants who had to drop out before the rally 
donated his entry fee and spot to McPherson College’s auto restoration 
program. Another donor had gifted the Kansas school with a red 356C for 
the students to use and keep tuned up. Like a Timex watch, it just keeps 
ticking along. Car #12 was driven by Amanda Gutierrez, VP of the auto-
motive restoration program, and recent McPherson graduate Abigayle 
Morgan. It was a fantastic experience for both of them. 

Think about the fact that Porsche’s sports car silhouette is iconic, 
with only two primary body shapes over the company’s entire history. 

Above: Robert 
Lepofsky and Peter 
Brotman pass one 
of many wind farms 
along the route.
Right: The Timberline 
Lodge’s handcrafted 
1938 entrance, 
courtesy the WPA. 
Far right: Roger and 
Rhonda Groves’s ‘56 
cabriolet alongside a 
weathered cattle pen.  
Below right: The 
Porsche seminar at 
Bend. Oregon. 
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S O L I T U D E  R E V I VA L
2 019

By Dennis Thalmann
Photos by Eberhard Strahle

Christian Loch’s ’57 A coupe
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Every two years the bucolic 
silence of the Glems valley, on 
the borders of Stuttgart and 

Leonberg in Germany, is shattered 
by the high-revving racing engines 
and motor racing nostalgia festival 
known as the Solitude Revival.

Both motorcycle and automo-
bile racing took place at Solitude 
from 1903 until 1965. In addition 
to touring and sports car races, typically dominated by Porsche in the 
‘50s and ‘60s, it hosted Formula One races from 1961–1965, including 
victories by Dan Gurney for Porsche and Jim Clark for Lotus. It was one 
of Gurney’s favorite European circuits and, of course, was a trip home 
for his wife Evi, who was Husche von Hanstein’s PR assistant and came 
from that area.

I share Gurney’s love of the circuit, which covers nearly 12 kilome-
ters run entirely on public roads that need to be closed for the racing. It 
is often described as a miniature Nürburgring Nordschleife.  

A lap begins and ends at the historic and now wonderfully restored 
Mercedes-Benz/Bosch race headquarters and timing building. After a 
blast down a short straight to a tight left hander at Glemseck, it climbs 
up a steep series of right and left bends. Then the track levels off into a 

flowing series of fast, sweeping 
bends until it drops out of the forest 
and onto one of the main roads on 
the Stuttgart side. It really gets fast 
from there, through another series 
of sweeping bends and straights. 
Then a very tight right and left turn 
series takes you back into the forest 
for an exciting series of fast and 
challenging right and left bends 

that drops back down to the start/finish line. For the Revival, there are a 
few chicanes set up to reduce the speeds on some of the fastest sections.

The early uphill section is a bit of a struggle for a 356, but the latter 
downhill section is where a 356 comes into its own. Take it from me and 
Dan, a lap of Solitude is one of the great driving experiences available 
anywhere.

The Solitude Revival manages to attract an amazing variety of great 
racing cars and drivers (and motorcycles and riders) from all over 
Europe; the 2019 edition produced a bumper crop.  

Naturally there is a large participation (and sponsorship) from 
Porsche, with a great selection from the Museum, plus many private 
entrants. In fact, this year there was a special Porsche-only group that 
ran as a tribute to Herbert Linge and his great history of exploits for 

Below left: The 804 of Marc Lieb, followed by the 718 F2 of Hans Stuck, Jr., and the 718 RS60 of Walter Röhrl. Below right: The Museum’s 917LH followed by a 917/30 
and a 917/10 at the historic Bosch/Mercedes timing and administration building. Bottom left: The eclectic Prototype group included a GT40, a 917/10, a 718 RS60, a 904, 
Abarths, and a Ferrari 512M. Bottom right: At the pre-grid for the Herbert Linge tribute run.
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Porsche. This included a group of eleven 356s plus a Devin Porsche, 
a 917 LH (ex-Rodriguez), a 917/10 (ex-Vasek Polak), and a 917/30; 
804 Formula 1 and 718 Formula 2 cars; a 718 RS60 Spyder, a 550 
Spyder, a Carrera Abarth, two 904s, and original 928 and 914-6 safety 
cars—and more.

In addition to Herr Linge, we were honored by the presence and 
participation of other great Porsche names from the past (and pres-
ent), most of whom live in the area. They included Hans Hermann, 
Eberhard Mahle, Kurt Ahrens, Peter Falk, Rene Metzger, Hans Stuck, 
Jr., Walter Röhrl, Marc Lieb, and Neel Janni, among others.

Other amazing cars included two 1961 Ferrari Tipo 156 “Shark 
Nose” Formula One cars. These are exact reproductions (the originals 
were scrapped) created through a project backed by musician and Ferrari 
enthusiast Chris Rea. They were brought to the event from the U.K. and 
co-driven by their owner, Jason Stuart Wright, as well as former Ferrari 
factory driver and major character Arturo Merzario. Running with the 
917s in the Sports Prototype group were a Ferrari 512M, McLaren and 
Cooper Monaco King Cobra Can Am cars, a large group of Abarth racers 

from a major Swiss collection, a Cobra Daytona Coupe, Ford GT40s, and 
more. There was also an impressive group of pre-WWII racers and a 
large Touring and GT group, plus the special group for Formula cars that 
had everything from Formula Vee to Formula 1 examples.

For each group there was a pace car (typically a late-model 
Porsche hot rod) that sort of controlled the speeds, but went fast 
enough that those following could put on a great spectacle of speed and 
handling for the more than 12,000 spectators. In total, 433 vehicles 
participated over the two days, and I’m happy to report there were no 
significant accidents.

Unfortunately I was not able to drive this year as I am recovering 
from a recent operation, but I was actually able to see a lot more of the 
racing than I ever did as a participant. And it was great to see many old 
friends again.

This really is a must-do event for anyone at all interested in watching 
or driving historic racing cars as they should be exercised on an excep-
tional circuit. I hope to be back in 2021 in my ’59 356A GT and, believe me, 
any and all Porsche 356s are welcome at the Solitude Revival.

Herbert Linge was a passenger in the  
Porsche useum’s 550.

Hans Hermann and Eberhard Mahle were on 
autograph duty.

The Porsche/Ferrari F1 grid.

Herbert Linge and Peter Falk discuss the 
Museum’s 356 GT.
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PERSONALIZED AUTOHAUS
356 •  911 •  Four-Cam

• Quality 356 Repair and Restoration
• 356 Tall 4th Gear Available - 28/21 ratio
• Vintage Race Preparation

Wayne Baker, Owner

858-586-7771
Fax 858-586-1669

www.PersonalizedAutoHaus.com
www.WayneLBakerRacing.com

email: WayneBaker@earthlink.net

8645 Commerce Ave.
San Diego, CA 92121
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Bulldog Kliffs Rennen
2019

By Deborah Evans    Photos by Deborah and Scott Evans

The annual Arizona Outlaws 356 Club Bulldog Kliffs Rennen event 
took place April 12th and returned to some favorite roads and 
locations in the White Mountains of Arizona.

“To those devoid of imagination, a blank place on the map 
is a useless waste; to others, the most valuable part.”
— Aldo Leopold

This quote is on a plaque at the Blue Vista Lookout, along with a 
spectacular view of the valley where the infamous “Devil’s Highway” 
passes through. It was the perfect theme for a group of Outlaws enjoying 
the unique and mainly desolate Highway AZ-191 drive from the copper 
mining town of Morenci to the mountaintop town of Alpine, Arizona. This 
leg of the weekend drive was expected to be the highlight of the trip, 
and according to dangerousroads.org, “is a narrow and winding road, 
dipping from one curve to the next and is said to have 460 curves.” The 
highest point of the road is located just south of Hannagan Meadow, in 
Greenlee County. It reaches an altitude of 9,370 feet (2,743 m) and is one 
of the highest mountain roads of Arizona.

This road is very exciting and sometimes very exposed, with 
innumerable twists and turns, and without a single guardrail should a 
turn be misjudged. It is an exquisite, winding mountain drive with sharp 
and blind curves and hairpin switchbacks leading the traveler through 
the mountains. The entire road is paved, but it’s one of the least traveled 
federal highways in the state. While the moniker “Devil’s Highway” was 
replaced some years ago with the formal name, “Coronado Trail,” this is 
a meandering, moseying, slow-motion drive in any car other than a 356. 

Our Phoenix group set off on Friday morning to meet with our Tucson-
based Outlaws at an old favorite restaurant in Globe, Guayos, for a tasty 
Mexican food lunch. Soon after, one 911 and fourteen 356 cars strong, the 

group set out for our weekend headquarters in Springerville, anticipating 
a meetup with four more Zia Club 356s from New Mexico. The gray clouds 
to the northeast gave only a small clue of what was in store. It was a final 
retaliation from Mother Nature, indicating that winter had one more frosty 
finale to deliver. We soon met two inches of icy slush on the highway, 
accompanied by large snowflakes sticking to the trees and coating the 
ground—very unexpected for this mainly desert-based Outlaw group.

As Chuck Croteau stated, “People who have these 356s, they do drive 
them in the rain, but real 356ers like the AZ Outlaws, they drive them in 

Outlaws posing for a group photo after lunch in Alma, NM.

The “Devil’s Highway,” formerly US-666, has since been renumbered to US-191 and 
renamed the Coronado Trail.
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the snow!” The group had to stop a few times to scrape off frozen snow 
that had built up under the so-called wiper blades. We got to see how 
many of our cars’ wiper blades actually worked. Not too many, I have to 
report. What was Dr. Porsche thinking when he designed the defroster 
and windshield wiper system of the 356? We will never know, but we 
pushed ahead through thankfully lighter snowfall into Pinetop, stopping 
to take a short break. 

Snow fell all the way into Springerville, but all Outlaws 
arrived safely in a tight caravan. Our New Mexico 
friends were already at the motel in Springerville 
when the frozen group arrived, and we quickly 
set up a happy hour warm-up party in the motel’s 
recreation room and watched the snow fall 
outside in the chilly 35-degree evening.

The next morning, the sky was clear and 
the sun was out for our drive into Alpine to start 
the route loop down highway 180 to Alma, New 
Mexico. While the goal was conquering the Devil’s 
Highway, the windy and tree-lined canyon road of NM-180 
was a nice warm up for the upcoming challenge. We stopped for lunch 
at the Alma Grille and took some great photos of the seventeen old 
356 cars. After lunch we saddled up and crossed the border back into 
Arizona, with Morenci and the start of the Devil’s Highway as our next 
stop. This leg of the journey begins with quite a sight, as the highway 
travels right along the center of one of the largest open-pit copper 
mines in the world.

After an hour of twisty turns climbing up the highway, we stopped at 
the Blue Vista Lookout to regroup. It was a beautiful, 270-degree vista as 
far as you could see. The drive up the Devil’s Highway definitely lived up 

to the hype. We had beautiful Arizona blue skies and literally the whole 
road to ourselves. Along the way we saw wild turkey, lots of deer and elk, 
and a few cattle roaming the space next to the roadway. There was some 
swerving going on during one stretch to avoid dreaded cow dung piles 
scattered across the roadway.

If you have never driven this road, you have missed what could be one 
of the best 356 drives in our beautiful state of Arizona, and maybe 

in the entire West. All Outlaws thoroughly enjoyed the twisty 
drive, with NM Outlaws David Gensler and Bill Oaks 

taking the “prize” by getting to the Blue Vista scenic 
view ahead of the 356 caravan. Kudos to all who 
rode in the passenger seats; I am sure a few left 
impressions in the floorboards where the brake 
pedals aren’t.

We arrived for dinner at the Foxfire at Alpine 
restaurant with tired arms from the five-hour-long 

drive. The owners were expecting us and brought in a 
musical  duo to sing for our group. Then back to our motel 

for some final wind-down cheers and some pretty long games 
of pool. One Outlaw was heard saying, “they were trying to see how long 
they could play on fifty cents,” but I believe they were just out of practice.

On Sunday morning we woke to clear 50-degree temperatures and 
sunny skies, said our goodbyes, then headed back to the dry warmth of 
the desert. As always it was an exciting weekend of driving adventure, 
wacky weather, and friendly camaraderie. Thank you to all of our friends 
from Phoenix, New Mexico, Tucson, and Lake Havasu for making this a 
memorable trip. 

More event pictures are posted on the Arizona Outlaws web site at 
www.AZ356Outlaws.org/bkr-2019.

A late, snowy gift from Mother Nature came as quite a surprise to our group of 
desert dwellers.

Outlaws pausing to regroup at Blue Vista Lookout, enjoying a beautiful, 
270-degree view of the valley below.

A tight caravan of seventeen 356s traveling on Highway 180 in New Mexico, north 
of Alma.

Pete Robinson and Deborah Evans congratulate David Gensler and Bill Oaks for 
being first to arrive at the Blue Vista Lookout.
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Drei Staaten Gruppe  
Bull Session  

& Family Picnic
By Stan Yarrish

The 43rd annual Tri State Air-Cooled Vintage Porsche Gruppe (the 
Drei Staaten Gruppe, or DSG) Family Picnic and Bull Session was 
held on May 19th at our favorite Sharon Woods Park Lone Oak shel-

ter area. The predicted storms held off until later in the afternoon, and 
we conducted our festivities without any weather impact.

A large gathering of vintage 356s, a 912, and many versions of air- 
and water-cooled Porsches assembled on the huge field for an exciting 
display of Porsche heritage. We were pleased to have many Ohio Valley 
Region (OVR) guests attend the event with their Porsche cars and SUVs. 
We are striving to invite more vintage air-cooled Porsche owners to 
become part of our club, without overlapping any events of the local 
OVR PCA.

Vice President Peter Boettcher deserves a big thanks for his huge 
effort to keep this event on our calendar. His committee of volunteers 
shared many of the behind-the-scenes and day-of chores to help make 
this an enjoyable event for all. Thank you, Peter!

We awarded Porsche Factory acrylic etched plaques to the People’s 
Choice Top Five Porsches, won by Tom Oerther, Stan Yarrish, Dick Weiss, 
Steve Smith, and Ted Hunter. We also conducted a little business from the 
recent New Richmond Car Show. Trevor Barber was on hand to present 
Russell Clarke his award from the 356 class at this show.

Laura Zappia, Kurt Niemeyer, Carl Iseman, and Ted Hunter share plans for 
upcoming Porsche events.

Tom Oerther’s Cabriolet is a perennial car show winner.

Dick Weiss’s Carrera Speedster.
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The Porsche trivia quiz, which was compiled by our club president 
Carl Iseman, once again proved to be a challenge. We are sad to report 
that no one got all ten questions right. Then the five-point bonus ques-
tion really threw everyone off when Carl asked, “Who was Elfego Baca?” 
Hint: he has nothing to do with the Porsche brand or history!

Thanks to our many business friends, the goodie store for the trivia 
quiz was stocked with T-shirts, hats, swag bags, coffee cups, and more, 
all donated by various Porsche parts and services sellers. 

Another great outing, and we will continue the tradition next May 
17, 2020.

More photos are posted under the “Past Events” tab on the DSG 
website, www.dreistaatengruppe.com.

The Drei Staaten Gruppe was founded in 2003 for Porsche 356 enthu-
siasts in the Indiana/Kentucky/Ohio region. We have recently expanded 
our core mission to include Porsche enthusiasts of all vintage air-cooled 
Porsches. It is not necessary that you own a Porsche vehicle to belong to 
our club, or the national 356 Registry for that matter. More information 
about our Cincinnati-based club can be found on our website.

Far left: The DSG Goodie 
Store for the Trivia Quiz. 

Left: Porsche AG trophies 
were presented for the 
People’s Choice awards.

Lower left: Organizer Peter 
Boettcher and Amy Robertson 
take a well-deserved break.
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Years
Ago

Jim Perrin
 Club Historian

This issue celebrated the 20th anni-
versary of the Registry. Vic Skirmants 
wrote about the genesis of the club. 
We all know that Jerry Keyser got the 
Registry rolling with an ad in Road & 

Track in 1974. Vic had previously started 
the Vintage Porsche Register for 1948-1953 

cars. Vic had received a letter from Jerry Keyser asking 
about the idea of a Registry for all 356s. Vic wrote Jerry 
that a Registry that large was beyond his scope of being 
able to handle, but that he would help Jerry all he could. 
Jerry published his famous ad and Vic followed through, 
helping Jerry all the way. The rest is history!  

Brad Ripley wrote about how he got started in 
the Porsche parts business. He was restoring an old 
Speedster and parts were hard to find. The local dealer 
wanted to drop the Porsche line and asked Brad to 
purchase his inventory, which Brad did. This was at a 
time (1969) when Audis were being introduced to the 
United States, and Porsche dealers were asked to take 
on Audi as well as Porsche, and also to build a stand-
alone building for only these two marques. He then 
found other dealers dropping their Porsche lines and 
purchased their Porsche parts inventories. As a result, 
Brad went from just restoring his Speedster to also 
being in the Porsche parts business.

Ginny Gummow wrote about planning the first-ever 
Holiday, initiated by a letter from husband Bob Gummow 
to Jerry Keyser. The first Holiday was headquartered at 
the Clock Tower Inn in Rockford, Illinois. Events included 
an autocross, a rallye, a swap meet, and a visit to the local 
Porsche, Audi, and Mercedes dealership. There were 21 
registrants, and Brenda and I were among the fortunate 
attendees. While reading the Registry of 25 years ago, I 
discovered something that I had forgotten—I put on a 
slide presentation on the evolution of the 356 series 
Porsche, followed by a session of questions and answers 
fielded by Brad Ripley, Mike Robbins, and me.  

Jim Pasha wrote about the fourth Speedsterfest, held 
in Hayward, California. About 75 Speedsters showed up 
to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Speedster. This 
was the first appearance in almost 20 years of Bruce 
Anderson’s Speedster. It appeared with extensive front 
and rear suspension modifications, and a very modified 
four-cylinder engine. (What Bruce never wanted to admit 
was that when I was driving Speedsters 30 years earlier 
and he was driving a series of coupes, he was always 
commenting on how much better coupes were, often 
questioning why one should own a leaky Speedster with 
poor visibility.)

Tom Pletcher bought a brand new, black 
1959 356 A Normal coupe from Precision 
Motor Cars of Beverly Hills. Extras 
included a full red leather interior and 
a Becker signal-seeking AM/FM radio. 

Tom may have collected a dubious record 
while driving this 356 and its predecessor, a 

1954 coupe—he estimates that he had received at least 40 
tickets while driving a 356! Tom reported that his original 
crankshaft lasted for 397,000 miles—not bad. At the time 
of the article, Tom and wife Marilyn were still enjoying 
driving the coupe.

Prescott Kelly wrote about the very early factory-
issued Christophorus magazines, which only had German 
text. The first issue came out in 1952. The 18th issue was 
the first one to have an English language version. What 
is really great about these early issues is that they had 
four-color, full-page photographs of 356s on both the 
front and back covers. This was at a time when more than 
99 percent of the photos taken by factory photographers 
were black and white.      

Todd Hart described his experiences in purchasing 
a 1961 Super 90 coupe off eBay. It was sold by a 
California dealer who had described the car as being in 
good condition. He flew to California to inspect the car 
and take a test drive. He said it seemed a little sluggish, 
but figured it just needed a tune-up. He closed the deal 
and had the car shipped back to Ohio. He then took it 
to a 356 mechanic who informed him that the engine 
was shot! He called the dealer who basically said, “Too 
bad!” He was dismayed, but then remembered eBay’s 
Vehicle Purchase Protection program. He filled out the 
required paperwork for eBay, and they then investigated. 
He was thrilled when he eventually received a check for 
the rebuild of his sick engine!

This issue had an article about the Porsche Parade 
held in Keystone, Colorado. There was an excellent turn-
out of early cars, including the red 904 that I had owned 
for forty years at the time. My wife Brenda and I were 
delighted to be chosen as the winners in our group of 
forty vehicles, as determined by the factory judges.

25
YEARS AGO

10
YEARS AGO

Author Jim Perrin with his 904 at the Keystone Porsche Parade, 
from Vol 33-3.
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• Adjustable Spring Plates w/Bushings
• GT Bumper Deco, polished

• 8’ Pre-A Bumper Deco
• GT Leather Window Strap Kits

• Carrera Oil Lines, Tanks and Coolers
• “A” Front Tow Hooks

Restoration Products & Services
For the 356 GT

• Louvered Aluminum Deck Lid Skins
• GT Louvers Installed In Your Steel Deck Lid  
• Roll Bar with Stub Ends  •  Gas Filler Neck and Tray
• Full Support Wheel Spacers for Drum Brakes
• Aluminum GT Mirror Covers for 356 & Spyders
• GT Fender Mirror for 356 & Spyders  
• Gas Cap w/Fin • Brake Backing Plate Scoops 
• Oil Tank Screen & Bracket

      

Visit us at  www.GTwerk.com

GT Products by Urs Gretener

Robert Kann, 3841 Catalina St., Unit G
Los Alamitos, CA 90720

Catalog & Order Form Available Online!
email: GTwerk@aol.com

Phone (818) 298-6766 • Fax (562) 596-6862 

  1.     528/2   # 41278     1955 1500S
  2.     616/12 # 705452   1963 1600S
  3.     616/15 # 732508   1964 1600C (pictured)
  4.     616/36 #741998    1965 912 - SOLD

Factory “Special Transmission”
741/80A - #57693 - BBAB - 7:31

Power Hungry? 
Engines professionally rebuilt, 
 cosmetically restored & tested. 

FOR SALE

info@europamacchina.com
717.932.6600

Please call for prices & lists of included parts. 

Gear Sets
including our 4G, which drops rpm by 600 

at 80 mph for highway cruising. 
Finish ground for quiet operation.  Call!

356 Enterprises
810-688-2059

3359 Kings Mill Road,  North Branch, MI 48461

www.356enterprises.com
Skirmants@hughes.net

NEW GEAR SETS available

See our website for a complete selection
of new and used gear sets, plus

GT torque-biasing differentials and more! 

NEW! 356 Headlight Rubber
$16.00 per set

Speedster Top Seal  
$75.00

Speedster Windshield Seals
Upper & Lower $150.00

356 Hood Rubber: 2 Types
Type 1 - fits pre A -T5 Cars

Type 2 - fits T-6 Cars    $35.00
Shipping additional 

356 and
Speedster 

Rubber

Exact reproductions
of the original seals
To order call Diane Goodrich

541-218-3344
PO Box 690, Murphy, OR 97533

murphyfolks@frontier.com

Carburetors

BOSCH DISTRIBUTORS
356: Zenith, Solex
911 Solex Carbs

Pierburg Fuel Pumps

356
912
911

928-204-0507
356CarburetorRescue.com

We make your car run better!
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And 
That’s
The 
Way  
It Was

Brett
Johnson

356 Sleuthin’

As I was doing research for Authenticity IV, I noticed 
a photo of a T 2 Speedster engine bay in Karl Lud-
vigsen’s, Porsche: Excellence Was Expected on page 

146. It was particularly interesting to me because it was 
a T 2 1600 Super engine that had mesh air filters instead 
of the black cans with replaceable elements, which were 
officially a T 2 change. It also had the second flat-type lid 
bumpers that were only used for a short time (more about 
those later). It had to be a T 2, because the Carrera oil 
filter holes were not present on the engine compartment 
wall; and it had to be a Super, because it had a silver 
shroud (and said 1600 Super on the tail). I surmised that 
if this photo was enlarged, the engine number could pos-
sibly be read and that could lead to determining when 
this car was built. With the printed photo in halftone for-
mat though, making it larger just reveals a bunch of dots.

Because there was no photo credit, I forgot about it 
until the same photo also turned up in Porsche Speedster 
Typ 540: Quintessential Sports Car on page 122, albeit 
much smaller. This photo did have a credit, which was 
fairly extensive: Ralph Poole, from the Dean Batchelor/
PCA Historical Library.

I made a call to the PCA office in Columbia, Mary-
land, on April 16. They asked to see the image, which 
I scanned and emailed. At that point I was told that the 
archivist would contact me. I also emailed Don Zingg, 
who was a contributor to the latter work and was also 
helping out with Authenticity IV. 

Don reported that Ralph Poole was a photographer 
for Road & Track and that that photo, among others, had 
been used in a road test article. He proceeded to tell me 
about the 1958 magazine, about a subsequent use of the 

photo in a 1989 356 retrospective article, and the mileage 
on the car. Don takes his details seriously. He said he was 
pretty sure all of the late Mr. Poole’s Porsche-related pho-
tos/negatives were, in fact, donated to PCA. A subsequent 
contact to R & T determined that they had no copies of 
these photos.

I heard back from archivist RJ Wilmoth on April 19. 
He said that he thought he knew where the photos were, 
but was going to need to track them down next time he 
was at the office. Because he lives in San Antonio, his 
wasn’t a daily commute.

After an expected wait, I received an email from 
RJ saying the photo had been located and to phone him 
for details. Better yet, he later told me part of the engine 
number could be read. It was “8131#.” Well, that was a 
good number for a T 2 Super, and the original engine 
number was only five digits long—how many black 
Speedsters could there be with one of the 10 possible 
engine numbers?

As it turned out—two. With the help of Jules Dielen 
and Don Zingg, we were able to determine that this par-
ticular black Speedster was either VIN 84000 (10/25/57) 
with engine number 81311, or 84009 (11/4/57) with 
engine 81312. The latter VIN also sported coupe seats 
and whitewall tires. Because the road test car didn’t, 
I logged 10/25/57 as the date of record for mesh air 
filters and the middle-style lid bumpers.

Interesting note: The 540 book has a listing of colors 
and the number of Speedsters that were painted each color. 
Only 141 of 4140 Speedsters were black. That is under 4 
percent. What are the odds that two of those had engine 
8131#? How about the odds that they were consecutive 
engine numbers?

Well, cars were run through the paint area at Reutter 
grouped by color, for what should be obvious reasons. 
So, logically, they went to Porsche from Reutter for final 
assembly by color to some degree. Assembly pictures in 
Frank Jung’s Porsche 356: Made by Reutter bear this out, 
as does my more recent photo from the delivery room at 
Porsche in 1987, where cars were also grouped by color. 

Because engines probably were not necessarily 
arranged in order, and Speedsters were not the only model 
on the same assembly line(s), I suspect those odds are 
astronomical. 

1953 coupes and cabriolets, grouped by color and awaiting 
assembly at Reutter. Apparently front signal lights were a 
priority! 1958 Speedster.
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Old Business: Not being sure about something has never stopped me in 
the past, and I’m pleased to say that I am still delightfully consistent. If 
you liked the last survivor windshield decal, you’ll love this one. It is on a 
low-mile, unrestored, July 1954 cabriolet. This is the decal misidentified 
as the late one in the last article. Since the build date is as reported, then 
it is actually the early one—or is it?

What’s more, you can barely see the red numbers and, like the August 
1954 service bulletin said, they are 120, 60, and presumably 20. The other 
red type is just a blur.

So, what does that say about the late Mr. Dean’s late decal? Was it 
that the warm California sun bleached out those red numbers? Or maybe 
we just couldn’t see them, and the decal was probably not as mysterious 
as I previously surmised? 

I also can’t be certain that there were actually two different decals. 
Perhaps instead, things were just not readable on originals when the 
reproductions were produced. After all, as stated last time, they didn’t 
survive well.

I mentioned a similar non-survival rate for engine lid bumpers in 
the last article too. I also didn’t run a photo of the second type because I 
just knew that the black Speedster photo with the second type was going 
to turn up. 

So, here are the engine lid bumper data points from new or unmo-
lested cars:

1) Last known white domed ones: 3/57
2) Two known middle-style flat gray ones on the black Speedster: 
     10/57; and Neil Goldberg’s coupe: 4/58
3) First low-domed gray ones: 4/59

Anybody else?
Now let’s talk about the mesh air filters on Speedster 84000. The 

parts manuals state that mesh air filters were replaced on 356A Supers 
at the T 2 change, but they obviously weren’t. The first T 2 Speedster was 
83792, so 84000 was a little over 200 units into T 2 production. So, what 
gives? 

Well, in the past few columns, I’ve talked about changes that didn’t 
happen precisely at the times indicated. This situation brings up another 
possibility, and that is something people have often alluded to: using up 
obsolete parts. While this normally makes me cringe, in this case it is 

more plausible than the usual example of a 1958 part on a 356C (that the 
current tenth owner knows was always there).

No, in this situation, using up overstocked mesh air filters on the 
inexpensive Speedster was probably just a good business decision. After 
all, new car buyers didn’t know that canister air filters were a T 2 Super 
change—or that there was such a thing as a T 2, for that matter.

New Business: Before Old Business, I mentioned Frank Jung’s book, 
Porsche 356: Made by Reutter. If it has not been reported elsewhere, the 
second 336-page edition is now available in German and will be available 
shortly in English! It can be preordered on Amazon and no doubt else-
where. Because I am not the official book reviewer of this publication, 
I’ll only offer up that it has some really nifty photos, some previously seen 
and some from the Reutter Family Archive. Of course, I can’t read the 
text, so that hinders my ability to comment further. Well, except that on a 
personal note, Frank, the Archivist at Porsche AG, has been quite helpful 
with research for Authenticity IV.

Speaking of, I have a book to finish. More exciting trivia next 
time.
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A largely intact original windshield decal from July 1954, with barely readable red 
characters, survives to this day. 
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A close-up and 
enhanced version 
of the image in the 
July/August issue. 
Not much detail 
there, but you can 
imagine the red ink 
paragraph might be 
there. 

A much better 
image. This angle 
still lacks detail, 
but it is obvious 
that the red 
characters are 
there. 
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People ask me how I find cars and I tell them that, normally, the cars 
find me. This isn’t me being coy; I rarely answer ads for cars, instead 
relying on the phone to ring. It’s normally a friend—or a friend of a 

friend—on the other end of the line, and it’s much more pleasant buying 
cars this way. 

Sometimes I’m surprised when I get the call, though, for a variety 
of reasons. A friend in Rhode Island reached out to me recently to say 
he had not one but three 356s in his father-in-law’s basement. The cars 
needed to be gone, as the house had apparently been sold. The cars 
had been put in the basement in the late 70s or early 80s and my friend 
never got around to restoring them. He did restore a couple of 911s in 
that time, but I never knew he was sitting on a T-1 A coupe, a C coupe, 
and an SC coupe. 

He was kind of under the gun to get them out of there; the realtor 
apparently wanted them moved tout suite! He sent me a couple of grainy, 
poorly lit pictures that showed there were three cars in a basement, but 
not much else. I said I could come out in a couple of days. Four hours 
out there and four hours back meant it wouldn’t be an overnight trip, but 
it would be a really long day. 

As always I asked, “Do you have a price, or a ballpark of price?”  
I ask this because, if someone is going to be very unrealistic about 
pricing, I save us both time and say, “I’m not your guy.” Rather than drive 
out, try and beat someone up on the price, and leave empty, it’s easier to 
do smooth deals. 

My friend said no. He didn’t have a price, but he trusted me to be 
fair. This made me a little nervous—while I do always try and be fair, 

not everyone always agrees with me on the value of a car. I’m confident I 
know the market, but people often see the cars as being worth a lot more 
than they truly are. But in this case, I figured I could see eye-to-eye with 
my friend, so I made the trip out. Because school was out, I brought my 
daughter, Ava—the kids still think a road trip with dad is fun.

I arrived to find the three cars under the house. While the lighting 
wasn’t great, I was able to crawl around and get a pretty good idea of 
what was there. The good news was that all three cars were 100-percent 
complete. The bad news was that he had imported them from his time 
living in Chicago, so they all had rust. It wasn’t horrible rust, but it was 
serious enough to make a mental note of it. I sat down, did some math, 
and came up with what I thought was a very fair offer.

I presented it to my friend. He said, “Nope, that’s not going to work.” 
Ugh, this was just what I was hoping to avoid. He smiled and said my offer 
was too high—he lowered it a good amount. I have to say, I was very 
surprised, but pleasantly so. He wanted the cars gone quickly, he liked 
dealing with me, and he knew I would make good use of them, so it was 
a win-win for everybody. 

I took one car that day, Ava got some nice stuff they gifted to her, 
and I made plans to quickly get the rest of the cars. I grabbed the second 
one a couple of days later, but the third car was causing scheduling 
conflicts. Summers are hard because the kids aren’t in school. I decided 
to get creative. I rented a beach house and my son Max and I made a 
long weekend out of it. We rented one of those “tiny houses.” It was 
interesting, and the view on the water was very nice. Because neither of 
us had ever been to Rhode Island, we decided to take the ferry over to 

 Barn Finding Adam
Wright

This dusty basement was home for the cars for decades.

Three Cars and a Basement

T-1 A coupe sees the light of day once again.
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View our complete collection at  
www.Porsche356Registry.org Black Friday 20% off Sale Nov. 29!

“Dry Zone” 
White /black 
Polo  $45 
S-XXL

Holiday 
wood 
ornament.  
Made in 
USA.  
$10.

Keep 
Your  
Bean 
Warm! 
Hats   
$25

12” x 9” 
Tool Bag, 
12 pockets, 
large open 
space...$25

Forest Green 
Polo shirt 
100% cotton, 
sizes M-XXL  
w/logo on 
sleeve $40.

Meissen Blau Polo shirt 
100% cotton, sizes M-XXL  
w/logo $40.

Open Car 
Outline T-Shirt 
Burgundy $25.

Black “outline” Tee 
S-XL, $25. XXL, $30

Denim Long Sleeve 
Shirt w logo $40.

Registry Ball Caps 
$25. each

“A” Driver’s manual, originally printed 9/57, $70 
“B” Driver’s manual, early version (4/60), $70 
“B” Driver’s manual, originally printed 1/63, $70 
“C” Driver’s manual, originally printed 9/63, $70 
Speedster manual, originally printed 12/55 $45

Beautiful fired ceramic Car 
Badge $40. Multi-bar $40.

DVD “Porsche in the ‘50s  
& ‘60s” 53 min, German  
w/ subtitles in English $15.  

Stamped 
aluminum  
“PORSCHE” 
Black Cal Style License Plate. $10 SALE!

Logo stickers  
$1 each for  
smaller sizes
$10 for 6” size 
$25 for 12” size

Light and dark Grey or Hot Pink full zip Fleece S-XXL  $49 

Long 
Sleeve 
T-Shirt
$25

White or Khaki Visor 
w/logo $15

Sizes S-XXL

Short Sleeve Tee 
grey w logo $20.

To Order:  
Call: 831-375-4442 (Pacific time)
Email: 356goodiestore@sbcglobal.net 

Add $7.50 shipping for orders of $50 or less;  
Add $13.75 for orders between $51-$100;   

Add $15.50 for orders over $100.   
Foreign, $33. Overnight, Special or  

large orders—please call. 
Email: 356goodiestore@sbcglobal.net 

Call or Fax 831-375-4442 (Pacific time) 
By MAIL: Include check or money order in U.S. funds  

payable to M & M Enterprises, or charge your  
order to your Visa, MC, Discover. Paypal, too!  

List items desired with sizes and a day phone number. 
To: M & M Enterprises

121 Cypress Lakes Ct., Marina, CA 93933

$45

$70

Short Sleeve 
Denim Shirt 
$35. S-XXL

Navy Blue 
V-neck Tee  $20. 
Small - XX-Large

Die Cast 
License 
Frame $15

Name tags $14 
magnet back!

NEIL’S BOOK
It’s back 
in print!
$60.

18” x 18” vinyl banner 
w / grommets $35.

Cup Holder $35

Driver’s Manual Reproductions 
of the originals, done perfectly! Early “A” 
Driver’s manual, originally printed 1/56, $45

Jacket: Heavy washable fabric with slimming inset on 
the sides. Charcoal with black. M-XL...$89   XXL.....$95

Holiday cards, 
10 cards / envelopes, 
$10.

Factory-style 
Key Fob 
Pouch w/ 
Registry 
logo  $20.

Key Fob 
w/ Registry
medallion $7.
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Block Island, rent a tandem bike, and see what we could see. I thought 
the hour-long boat ride would have been enough for Max, as he had 
never been on the open ocean. Once we got on the island we went 
biking, visited petting zoos, slid down giant cliffs onto the beach, and 
had a great day! 

The next morning we went to my friend’s house and loaded the 
car. When we said goodbye to my friend, he looked really relieved to 

have the last car gone. Apparently the house was closing within days. All 
three cars are now with new owners, so that’s three more cars back into 
circulation for the first time in decades. 

It’s deals like this that make my job fun, dealing with friends, 
bringing the kids along, and getting three more cars into the hands of 
people who will restore them. Does it get any better than that? The final 
bonus was that, when I told my friend that Ava and I were headed to 
our lake house in New Hampshire, he gave me a free canoe! This deal 
was great! 

There was one downer, though. On the last leg of the trip I was 
getting off at the exit to my house and the transmission on the truck 
starting acting crazy. I limped it the few miles home. When I turned onto 
my street it sounded like ball bearings in a blender. I literally coasted 
into the driveway. But even that wasn’t so bad—the truck had seven 
months left on the warranty, so it didn’t cost me anything to fix. 

Enjoying Block Island.

The C coupe and Max.

The truck goes away for repairs.

A free canoe!
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German Tech, Inc.  
10881 75th St. N. Largo, FL 33777 (727) 547-0818 or (800) 200-1231 info@germantech.com 

 

Your 
1 Stop 

For All Your  
Porsche Needs 

- Old Or New -  
 

Service & Repair Of German Cars 
Porsche  BMW  Mercedes  Audi VW 

 

Palo Alto
Speedometer

718 Emerson St.
Palo Alto, CA 94301-2410

Phone 650-323-0243
Fax 650-323-4632

Visit our Website at
www.paspeedo.com

Factory Trained
Expert Repair &
Restoration of:

Speedometers
Temp. Gauges
Tachometers
VDO & Others

Speed and RPM Changes

Specializing in 
356 Electric Tachometer

Conversions
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The Guard Torque Biasing Differential

In the previous articles in this series, the Porsche open differentials were 
discussed, including the new unit from 356 Classic Parts, as well as 
the ZF limited slip used by Porsche. Those differentials were the most 

commonly used for generations. Moving forward from the ZF limited slip 
differential, I will attempt to provide information regarding the Guard 356 
Torque Biasing differential. The pictures will be the main feature accom-
panied by a feeble attempt to describe how this thing works.

Fig. 1: Here are three examples of the performance differentials, as of this date, 
that can be used in the Porsche transmissions. On the left is the ZF discussed in 
the last issue. On the right is Leonard Turnbeaugh’s new Shasta Design limited 
slip with clutch discs. In the center is the Guard torque-biasing differential, the 
subject of this article. You saw plenty of pictures of the 356 Classic open diff in 
the previous issue’s Tech-Nique column.

Paul Guard founded Guard Transmissions and began design-
ing transmissions and differentials for Porsche cars. He has offered  
torque-biasing differentials for the Porsche 911, for the 901, 915, and 
930 transmission models, for a long time. As I remember, around 1999, 
Paul Guard developed and marketed the 356 GT Torque Bias with Tom 
Conway. Back then, Vic Skirmants and Al Lager tested these differentials 
in their racecars. After extensive use they found that the differential 
provided smoother power coming out of a corner than any other style 
of differential. The 356 GT differentials did not have the old clicks, or 
jerking or darting characteristics, of the Porsche ZF limited slip. They 
are equally as good in street car applications. The GT differential is a 

great replacement for the stock Porsche open differential and will live 
a long life. 

As mentioned above, this is a revolutionary type differential. It 
would be very difficult to describe how it works in just words. I will try 
to use some photographs to illustrate what is inside and provide some 
technical explanations. Much of the general information I am providing 
is from Duane Spencer’s Porsche 356 Performance Guide. This book has 
great detailed and technical descriptions of the Porsche transmissions 
that include gears, ratios, ring and pinions, as well as the ZF and Guard 
differentials.

According to Spencer’s book the design is not new, but it was invented 
in the 1920s by a man named Vernon Gleason. This differential operates 
on the principle of torque sensing, which resulted in the name “TOR-SEN.” 
Early on the unit worked successfully in low-torque applications, but due 
to the lack of high-strength materials, it did not survive well with high 
power demands. Over time, and with the availability of modern materials 
and alloys, this differential design has been improved to work under high 
demands. This differential design has been used in some Formula 1 cars 
as well as Audi, Peugeot, and Toyota production cars. Additionally, it was 
used in the Porsche 968, as well as the military Hummer.

Duane began his description of the differential saying, “The Torsen 
limited slip differential is a relatively simple device, and as with all simple 
devices, the genius is in the details.” This differential is a gearing-based unit 
that operates on the principle that worm gears can “efficiently” transmit 
torque in one direction only. If rotated in the opposite direction, they gener-
ate huge amounts of friction, and that is what makes this differential work.

With the help of the descriptions found in Duane Spencer’s books, 
and after installing a fair number of Guard 356 GT differentials in 
Porsche 741 transmissions, this article will try to describe and show you 
the parts and maybe how they work. I will first start with a picture of the 
differential as it comes out of the box. From there it will be a picture of all 
its parts, and the following pictures and descriptions will illustrate where 
the components live and explain their functions.

Fig. 3, Opposite page. Once the six 6-mm long hex head cap screws are removed and 
the housings have been index marked, one can open the housings and find all these 
goodies inside: A. The housings. The one on the right has the 12 holes through the 
mounting flange around the exterior, where the ring gear is mounted. B. The two sun 
gears, which are attached to the axle drive fulcrum bores. C. There are six planetary 
gears that mesh into each of the sun gears. D. Each of these centerpiece engagement 
collars fits inside a pocket that is machined into one of the sun gears. Each sun gear 
has a pocket for this collar. The engagement collar is splined on the outside diameter 
and has a recessed pocket, which will hold the DIN-spec disc washers. E. The six 
Bellville/disc washers are actually heat-treated conical springs. These nest in the 
collar pockets. F. A ring that has machined pockets on the outside diameter for the 
planetary gears. The inside diameter is splined to fit the outsides of the two collars.

All these parts mesh together inside the differential housings when 
assembled. The assembly is secured with the six Allen-head, 6-mm cap 
screws. The disc washers provide a preload to the parts.

Fig. 2. This is the 
differential as it is 
unpacked as an assembled 
unit. It uses the stock 
Porsche ring-gear bolts. 
The differential needs to 
be disassembled during 
installation so that the 
axles can be fitted to the 
sun gear/fulcrum drive 
piece with the correctly 
sized fulcrums.

Fig. 1

Fig. 2
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Look closely at all the pictures and note the machine work. It is 
beautiful, accurate, and very functional. You almost hate to hide it in the 
transmission and put a bunch of oil in it.

Fig. 4

Fig. 8

Fig. 6

Fig. 7

Fig. 5

Fig. 6. The two housing halves with the sun gears in place.

Fig. 7. The left-
side housing 
half with the 
planetary gears 
in place in the 
sockets. Note 
the engagement 
with the sun 
gear and the 
recessed area 
in its center. 

Fig. 8. The sun 
gear is in place 
and the lower 
six planetary 
gears are in 
place. Four of 
the ring gear 
side gears, 
which use the 
through bolts 
as axles, are 
in place to 
illustrate the 
engagement of 
these parts.

Fig. 9. The 
planetary 
gears are in 
the outside 
pockets. The 
sun gear center 
now holds the 
splined collar, 
which will in 
turn hold the 
DIN-spec disc 
washers in 
place.

Fig. 4. Fulcrums, axles, and sun gears. The axle paddles should be measured 
according to the shop manual for the fit in the sun gear/fulcrum drive bores. 
Additionally, the correct fulcrum plates should be used. Pictured are the plated 
and grooved fulcrums that Vic Skirmants developed.

Fig. 9

A

B

C

D

E

F

Fig. 3

Fig. 5. Two bare housings and sun gears. Note the gear teeth angles; there is a 
definite left- and right-side sun gear.
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Fig. 13. The internally 
splined ring is now in 
place.

Fig. 11. Bellville washers 
assembled with a flared 
copper tube. To keep the 
washers in alignment 
and avoid them becoming 
disengaged during 
assembly, they need to 
be secured. One method 
is the one pictured with a 
copper tube flared at each end. Another solution would be to insert a firm piece 
of Styrofoam in the washer bore to hold them in place.

Fig. 14. The upper collar 
is now in place. Note 
how it is capturing the 
Bellville washers. For 
illustration, two 6mm 
through-cap screws are 
shown. Again, these serve 
as axles for the planetary 
gears on the ring-gear-
side housing.

Fig. 15. All the planetary 
gears, collars, rings, 
Bellville washers and the 
top sun gear are shown, 
placed in the order of 
assembly. The through 
bolts would need to be 
removed for the next step 
of assembly. Then the 
axles, fulcrum plates, and 
sun gear/fulcrum need to 
be assembled, and then 
the ring gear housing and 
ring gear can be installed 
on the assembled unit.

Fig. 12. Bellville washers 
set in the pocket of the 
collar.

After looking at the pictures, you can see how it works. The axial forces 
imposed on the six planetary worm gears are converted by the “invex” 
tooth angle mesh to axial thrust action on the sun drive gears and their 
respective thrust washers at each side. When the torque imbalance at the 
tires tries to rotate the sun gears... oh no, I am getting way too technical 
and even my eyes are glazing over. 

To put it simply, the Torsen unit is a high-friction jamming device. 
If you would like more detailed technical information, I would highly 
recommend you buy Spencer’s book. 

I recently spoke to Matt Monson, the owner of Guard Transmis-
sions, and thanked him for updating me on a few facts and information 
regarding his limited slip differentials and gear sets. Guard offers the 
clutch-type limited slip differentials for all the Porsche 911 series cars, 
plus the Cayman, 914, 944, and more. At one time he was working 
on a clutch-type limited slip for the 356 transmission, but the 356 
differential and the axle (VW) design possess multiple engineering 
hurdles. Guard continues to supply the Torque Bias differential for the 
356 series and uses Vic Skirmants’ 356 Enterprises as the sole retailer.

As most 356 folks know, Vic is the go-to man for 356 engines, 
transmissions, suspensions, and race services. Vic has been using the 
GT Torque Bias for years and keeps it in inventory. These units are ideal 
for both the track and the street. If and when you have your transmission 

Fig. 10

Fig. 14

Fig. 11

Fig. 12

rebuilt, I would recommend considering one of these differentials as a 
replacement for your stock differential if it didn’t pass a Magnaflux test. 
Heck, don’t take a chance on reinstalling a 50-year-old part. Investigate 
your options and consider this differential when you go through that 
gearbox.

Enjoy your car,

Paul C., Member #547.

Fig. 13

Fig. 15

Fig. 10. Disc spring 
washers (DIN #2093, 
also known as Schorr 
or Bellville springs or 
washers). These washers 
will compress when 
the unit is assembled, 
providing a preload to the 
parts. The copper tube in 
the back will be flared to 
hold the discs in place.
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SAM SIPKINS
Aircooled Porsche Mechanic

Extensive knowledge of 356
Engine / Transaxle Overhaul

All Mechanical / Electrical Repairs
Structural Repairs

26 Years in Oakland, CA
Sam.Sipkins@gmail.com

510-632-8232
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Brake 
Drums

Aluminum Drum Relining 
We provide a variety of services for

your brake drums. Check us out!
J&G Drum Relining LLC

815-276-2578 Don Booker
McHenry, IL   www.jgrelining.com

Contact us when your Porsche / VW requires only the best.

ABCPARTSWERKSLLC.COM
920-378-5538 - ask for Doug

email ABCPARTSWERKS@aol.com
Registry Member

We accept all payment methods

ABC PARTSWERKS

We are a family-owned business
with over 33 years of Starter, Generator
and Alternator Sales, Repair and Service.

415-205-0716
steve@carplanet.com

Buying and Selling Classic 
Porsches Since 2006
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email: Renntek@gmail.com

RWR is the devel-
opment partner for
this rotor and the
sole US Source.

New Bosch
692 602 222
Non-Resistor
Rotor.

$125 plus postage, handling.

Second Edition Now Available at
www.neils356.com

or to order: neils356book@gmail.com

IT’S BACK!

Wiring Diagrams 
Full System Schematics for 

356, 912 and Early 911 

24”x18” color & laminated 

World-wide shipping 

Email gfbryan@aol.com 
$45 ea—Free shipping in USA 

PARTS
NEW•USED•RARE

BODY•ENGINE•TRANS
356•CARRERA•911

GT LIMITED SLIP DIFFS
GEARS•SPECIAL RACE PARTS

7191 E. Arapahoe Rd., Boulder, CO 80303
303-443-1343 Ph. • 303-444-3715 Fax

www.carquip.com

The country roads of Switzerland resound with the echo of flat fours. 
Photo by John Hearn.
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Tail
Lights

Behind the 
Rope at the 
Greenwich 
Concours

The Greenwich Concours d’Elegance in Connecticut 
has always been a must-attend event for me, but this 
year’s edition outdid all previous ones. I’ve always 

drooled over the amazing cars that come to the beautiful 
waterfront setting, though joining the ranks of the owners 
of these expensive cars  always seemed out of reach.

It turns out it helps to know the right people, 
because my wife Susie and I were invited to show our 1959 
Porsche 356A cabriolet on Sunday. We took advantage of 
the opportunity by also entering Friday’s “Grand Tour.” 
Although Connecticut has gotten pretty built-up, Vintage 
Rallies managed to put together several routes with mini-
mal traffic lights and stops. The most memorable moment 
of the tour happened shortly after we departed on the first 
leg from the Bruce Museum in Greenwich. While closely 
following a yellow Porsche 911 Targa (whose driver shall 
remain unnamed), we suddenly found ourselves on the 
wrong side of a complex roundabout, surrounded by 
blaring horns. We escaped unscathed with a good story 
to share over lunch.

First stop was the Malcolm Pray Achievement Center 
to view the Malcolm Pray Classic Car Collection and 
admire some of the gorgeous vehicles accompanying us 
on tour. Malcolm Pray started as a car salesman who 
ended up with six successful car dealerships, which he 
sold in 1999 to create the Achievement Center. The Center 
still uses its extensive collection of exotic vintage cars to 
incentivize young people with the desire to be successful. 
If you’re in the area, make sure to stop by.

The second leg took us on a very pleasant, almost 
circular drive to Bernard’s in Ridgefield for a splendid 
lunch at the restaurant that is regularly chosen as the 
best in Connecticut. It was a great opportunity to meet 

some of our co-tourers, such as Dan 
and Lisa Johnson, who brought their 
amazing “Phunkie ’32” hot rod. After 
visiting the nearby Aldrich Museum 
of Art, most participants stopped by a 
Greenwich mansion. The last leg ended 
at the location of the concours on the 
waterfront, Roger Sherman Baldwin 
Park in Greenwich, for a cocktail par-
ty and a sneak preview of Bonhams’ 
weekend auction.

The real show is a two-day affair, 
starting with Saturday’s Concours Amer-
icana, followed by the Concours Inter-
national on Sunday. Special classes of 
Zagato, Bentley, Arnolt, Super Cars and 
Orphan marques remained over both 
days.

Sunday was my chance to get on 
the big stage. The Friday Grand Tour 
was totally enjoyable, the Americana 
day was really cool, but Sunday was 
International day and my Porsche 356A 
cabriolet was going to join the big boys 
in the big arena.

The day started out gloomy, with 
thick fog and the threat of midday rain. 
My 50-minute drive from New Jersey 
was uneventful, albeit chilly with the 
top down. I was ushered to the Porsche 

corral, ending up next to two pristine 356 Carreras—which 
instantly brought me back down to earth. Completely out-
classed, I quickly realized there was no award forthcoming.

The Zagatos, Arnolts, and Super Cars were still 
there, but the American cars had been replaced by 
exquisite imports. Fog and clouds gave way to beautiful 
partly cloudy skies, and the grounds filled with enthusi-
asts. This is clearly one of the top concours events in the 
world, and one that every enthusiast should add to their 
bucket list. Kobus Reyneke

Grand Tour participants got a look inside the Malcolm Pray 
Classic Car Collection.

Our 1959 Porsche 356A Cabriolet on display at the Concours 
International.
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1669 Colorado Blvd • Los Angeles, California 90041
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Oil Pump Cover,
356/356A (50-59)

539.07.111 $343.32

 Seal & Rubber Restoration Kit,
356B Coupe (60-63)

SMC.000.884   $1,016.70
Available for all years and models!

Porsche® Car Cover,
Indoor, All 356's (50-65)
PCG.043.202.04   $458.98

Fresh Air Inlet Box,
356B(T6)/356C (62-65) 

644.571.012.06 $253.50

128 Fog Light Set,
Clear, 12V (60-68) 

SMC.631.SET $395.95

BX 5612    $347.42

Complete Wiring Harness, 356/Speedster/
Roadster/Convertible-D (50-65)

SMC.061.00   $2,299.99

Rear Quarter Window Latch Set,
All 356's (50-65)

644.543.041.00    $588.04

Bilstein Style Car Jack,
356/911/912 (56-71)

644.722.010.00    $717.90

Your main source for Parts & Accessories
for all Porsche® Automobiles

NOW OPEN SATURDAYS FROM 9:00AM TO 1:00PM

323.458.6236

CAR STORAGE
SMC

CAR STORAGE
SMC

carstorage@smcparts.com

If your growing car collection 
needs some extra space, consider 
our Eagle Rock warehouse for 
your storage needs. With 24/7 
monitoring and easy access, our 
Colorado headquarters has got 
you covered! 

Sales@SMCparts.com • www.SMCparts.com • 888.986.4466 • +1.323.593.4300 • Se Habla Español

Euro Headlight Assembly,
All 356's (50-65)

644.631.101.01 $290.15

Rear Seat Backrest Frame Set, 
All 356's (60-65)

SMC.522.022.05 $324.00

Front Seat Spring Basket,
All 356's (50-65)

644.521.041.01 $252.00

Use this Coupon Code and Save 10% on your order! Limit One Use Per Customer.356R091910

Tool Kit, 356C
SMC.721.020.04     $572.51

Fuchs Style Wheel, 6'' x 15''
911/912 (65-80)

MX160015A  $209.10
Matte, Polished, RS Style

 

Front Disc Brake Conversion Kit,
356/356A/356B (50-63)

SMC.355.011 $1,395.00
  

Oil Cooler, 356/912 (50-69)
 616.107.041.01  $897.00  $717.60

Speedster Seat, Steel
 SMC.521.001.00 $1,428.00 

 

Sun Visor Set, 356B(T6)/356C 
 644.731.301.06 $341.17



 Stoddard.com NLAParts.com
Highland Heights, Ohio 44143 USA  800 342 1414                Reno, Nevada 89431 USA 800 438 8119

Stoddard Proudly Distributes These Great Products

New 356  
Intake Plenum
Perfect Recreation 
for Late 356 
644-571-012-06

Upper and Lower 
Seat Rail Sets
356 & Early 911, 912
644-521-301-06-SET

Stoddard Sport  
Exhaust
For 356 and 912
All-Stainless, X-Pipe Design
NLA-111-010-05-SS
NLA-111-004-00-SS

Borrani  
Turbo Sprint
Bi-Metallic with Hubs  
and Knock-Offs 
For 356A, 356B and 356C 

Pirelli Classic Tires
Porsche N-Spec
CN36 and P7
165/80R15 CN36 shown

Gas Tanks
For 356B T6 and 356C  
Proper Grey Finish 
NLA-201-001-07

Tinted  
Window Sets
For Coupe,  
Correct Markings
356A T2 / 356B T5 
or 356B T6 / 356C
NLA-541-101-11-SET shown

Stoddard.
Your Trusted Parts Source — Since 1957.

NEW
Exclusive 
Stoddard  
Production
Seat Recliner  
Mechanism Covers

New Concours Correct  
Molding and Color
356C, 1965-1967  
911 and 912 in Grey
644-521-915-00-SET

1968 911 and 912 in Black
901-521-915-00-700-SET

1969-1973 911 and 912 in Black
901-521-915-01-SET

Hella 128 Foglight
With Yellow Lens
For 356B 356C  
and 911 912
SIC-631-201-03

LN ENGINEERING  
NICKIES CYLINDER SETS

Matched with  
Mahle Motorsports  

Forged Pistons
1720cc or 1925cc

3 Different  
Combustion Chamber  

Sizes

On The Shelf, Ready To Ship

NOW  
IN 

STOCK

Stoddard Your Trusted Parts CylinderSets_08-2019.indd   1 8/13/19   2:45 PM
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