
Rick Bass is the author of more than
thirty books of fiction and nonfiction,
most recently The Traveling Feast. He
has taught at the University of Montana
and Montana State University, where he
was the Western Writer-in-Residence,
and in 2018 received the Montana
Governor’s Arts Award. He is a board
member of the Yaak Valley Forest
Council and Save the Yellowstone
Grizzly.

Alexis Bonogofsky is a fourth-
generation Montanan, goat and sheep
rancher, and freelance writer and
photographer who lives and works 
along the Yellowstone River in
southeastern Montana where she grew
up. Her writing and photography can be
found on her website East of Billings
and in various news outlets and
magazines including Mountain Journal,
Montana Quarterly,  Farm 406, and
High Desert Journal. For ten years she
managed the Tribal Lands Partnership
Program for the National Wildlife
Federation. She received her BA 
in International Studies from Gonzaga
University and her MA in International 
Development from University of 

Denver’s Korbel School of International
Studies. Her conservation work was
featured in the book and movie, This
Changes Everything, by Canadian
journalist and author Naomi Klein and 
in the recent National Geographic coal
documentary, From the Ashes. In 2014,
Alexis was awarded the Cultural
Freedom Fellowship from the Lannan
Foundation in Santa Fe.  

Christine Carbo is the author of the
Glacier Mystery novels, an ensemble
series set in and around Glacier National
Park. Her books include The Wild
Inside, Mortal Fall, The Weight of
Night, and A Sharp Solitude. She is a
recipient of the Women’s National Book
Association Pinckley Prize, the Silver
Falchion Award, and the High Plains
Book Award. After earning a pilot’s
license, pursuing various adventures in
Norway, and working a brief stint as a
flight attendant, she earned an MA in 
English and linguistics and taught 
college-level courses. She still teaches,
in a vastly different realm, as the owner
of a Pilates studio. She lives with her
family in Whitefish. Find out more at
ChristineCarbo.com.

Janet Skeslien Charles grew up in
Shelby and attended the University of
Montana. Her debut novel Moonlight in
Odessa, which explores the booming
business of e-mail-order brides, was
translated into ten languages. Her
second novel The Paris Library tells
the true tale of the American librarian 
who defied the Nazi “Book Protector” 
in order to keep the American Library in
Paris open during World War II. It will
be translated into seventeen languages.
Janet’s shorter work has appeared
in Slice and Montana Noir. She
currently lives in Paris, France. 

Longtime journalist and Delaware native
Gwen Florio finally found her way to
Montana in 2005. The first of her six
novels was published in 2013. That
book’s title? Montana. 

Born and raised in Shelby, James
Grady graduated from the University 
of Montana, staffed the state’s 1972
Constitutional Convention, and worked
for Montana’s US Senator Lee Metcalf in
Washington, DC, where Grady now lives.
His first novel, Six Days of the Condor,
which was written in Montana, became a 
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Robert Redford movie and a Max Irons
TV show. Grady’s been a muckraking
journalist, published more than a dozen
other novels, three times that many short
stories, and worked in movies and TV.
He’s received France’s Grand Prix du
Roman Noir, Italy’s Raymond Chandler
Award, and a Baku-Misu literary award
from Japan. The Washington Post
compared Grady’s 2014 novel Last
Days of the Condor to the works of
George Orwell and Bob Dylan. 

Keir Graff’s grandfather was an
itinerant preacher who fly-fished the
rivers and streams of Montana. Born 
and raised in Missoula, Graff attended
Hellgate High School and, briefly, the
University of Montana. Under his own
name and others, he is the author of 
six novels for adults, three novels for
middle-graders, and short stories
published in periodicals ranging from
the Missoula Independent to the
Chicago Reader. He is also the co-
editor, with James Grady, of the
anthology Montana Noir. Graff now
lives in Chicago, where he has worked in
publishing for two decades. He returns
to Montana every chance he gets.

Laulette LeDoux Hansen was born
in 1942 and raised on her grandparents’
homestead near Montana’s Big Sag. 
Her grandfather, a master carpenter who
knew horses, taught his grandchildren to
read the time and weather from the sky;
her grandmother knew wildflowers, and
played Schubert and Schumann on an
1898 Wing piano. Her father Ermal 

Hansen taught her to love music and
flying. LeDoux taught Russian language
and literature in Montana and elsewhere
for twenty years while working as a
consultant and interpreter in the USSR
and US. She established a coffee
business in Moscow, Russia, in 1991,
and started writing songs at the age of
65. She lives in Missoula and Geraldine.

Jamie Harrison, who has lived in
Montana with her family for more than
thirty years, has worked as a caterer, 
a gardener, and an editor. She is the
author of five previous novels—the
Jules Clement series of mysteries 
(The Edge of the Crazies, Going
Local, An Unfortunate Prairie
Occurrence, and Blue Deer Thaw),
which will be reprinted by Counterpoint
Press beginning in 2020, and The
Widow Nash, a finalist for the High
Plains Book Award and the winner of 
the Mountains and Plains Independent
Booksellers’ Association’s Reading 
the West Award. Her next novel, 
as yet untitled, will be released by
Counterpoint in the spring of 2020. 

Eric Heidle is a creative director,
photographer, and writer with the rare
good luck to be born in Montana and
grow up riding in the passenger seats 
of pickup trucks. His family’s long
history in Montana is one of cutting 
hay, bending iron, chasing cattle, and 
digging for silver. Heidle’s writing 
and photography has been published
in Backpacker and Montana
Outdoors, and his fiction has appeared 

on Montana Public Radio’s “The Write
Question” and in the anthology
Montana Noir. His story from that
collection, “Ace in the Hole,” was
nominated for a 2018 Edgar Award 
by the Mystery Writers of America. 
He lives in Great Falls with his love
Dagni and a small horde of cats.

Sterling HolyWhiteMountain is a
fiction writer and essayist who grew 
up on the Blackfeet Reservation. His
work has appeared in volumes one 
and two of Off the Path: An Anthology
of 21st Century American Indian 
and Indigenous Writers, Montana
Quarterly, ESPN, and The Atlantic.
He is currently a Stegner Fellow at
Stanford University.

Allen Morris Jones is the author of
the novels Last Year’s River, A Bloom
of Bones, and Sweeney on the Rocks, as
well as a highly regarded treatise on the
ethics of hunting, A Quiet Place of
Violence. Co-editor of The Best of 
Montana’s Short Fiction, he has also
worked as a magazine editor, book editor,
and publisher of his own small press,
Bangtail Press. He lives in Bozeman,
Montana, with his wife and young son.

Carrie La Seur’s critically acclaimed
debut novel The Home Place, an Indie
Next pick, won a High Plains Book Award
and was short-listed for the Strand
Critics Award for Best First Novel. 
Her writing appears in such media
as Daily Beast, Grist, the Guardian,
Harvard Law and Policy Review,  
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High Country News, Kenyon Review
Online, Mother Jones, The Rumpus,
and Salon. She is a founder of the
environmental nonprofit Plains Justice
and the Billings Bookstore Cooperative.
Her second novel, The Weight of an
Infinite Sky, a rural Montana take
on Hamlet, that was shortlisted for the
Reading the West Award, is now
available in paperback. 

Maxim Loskutoff is the author
of Come West and See. His stories and
essays have appeared in numerous
periodicals, including the New York
Times, the Chicago Tribune,
Ploughshares, and the Southern
Review, as well as anthologies in the 
US and abroad. He lives in western
Montana, where he was raised.

Antonia Malchik has written essays
and articles for Aeon, The Atlantic,
Orion, High Country News, and a
variety of other publications. Her first
book, A Walking Life, is about the past
and future of walking’s role in our shared
humanity. A fifth-generation Montanan,
she has lived and worked in several
different countries but now lives in
northwest Montana.

Maile Meloy was born and raised in
Helena, Montana. She is the author of
three novels, two short-story collections,
and a middle-grade trilogy. Her fiction
has appeared in the New Yorker, the
Paris Review, and Best American
Short Stories, and on Selected
Shorts and This American Life. 

Her story collection  Both Ways Is the
Only Way I Want It was named one of
the New York Times’ “Ten Best Books 
of 2009.” She has received the
PEN/Malamud Award, the E. B. White
Award, and a Guggenheim Fellowship.

Caroline Patterson is the executive
director of the Missoula Writing
Collaborative. She has published the
short-story collection Ballet at the
Moose Lodge, the anthology Montana
Women Writers: A Geography of the
Heart, and two children’s books. Her
work was included in the anthologies
Montana Noir and Bright Bones.
Her fellowships include the Wallace
Stegner Fellowship in Fiction, the Joseph
Henry Jackson Prize from the San
Francisco Foundation, and a Montana
Arts Council Fellowship. With her
husband, the writer Fred Haefele, and her
two college-aged children, she lives in
the Missoula home her great-grandfather
built in 1906, with the fireplace on the
inside rather than the outside wall,
because her great-grandmother said,
“she could never spend a night in a
house with a mortgage.”

Jim Robbins has written about the
West and western issues for the New
York Times since 1980 from his home in
Helena. He has also traveled around the
globe writing for numerous magazines,
covering the cloud forests of Peru 
for Conde Nast Traveler, the spicy
peppers of the Yucatan in Mexico for
Smithsonian, and the Yanomami 
Indigenous Territory of northern Brazil 

for Vanity Fair. He is the author of six
books, three of them about nature and
three about the human nervous system. 
His most recent are The Wonder of
Birds and The Man Who Planted
Trees, published by Random House,
which are illuminating looks at the
relationships between people and nature
and investigations into how little we
really know about our world.

Russell Rowland’s fifth novel, 
Cold Country, will be published by
Dzanc Books in the fall of 2019. Two of
his previous novels have been finalists
for the High Plains Book Award for
Fiction. He has an MA in creative writing
from Boston University and currently
lives in Billings, where he is working 
on a memoir called Be a Man and
consulting for other writers. 

Joe Wilkins grew up in eastern
Montana, where he spent most of his
teenage summers working on a wheat and
cattle ranch deep in the Bull Mountains.
He is the author of a memoir, The
Mountain and the Father, winner of a
2014 GLCA New Writers Award—an
honor that has previously recognized
early work by the likes of Richard Ford,
Louise Erdrich, and Alice Munro—and
three collections of poetry, including
When We Were Birds, winner of the
2017 Oregon Book Award in Poetry. 
His debut novel, Fall Back Down When
I Die, was published in 2019. He lives
with his family in western Oregon,
where he directs the creative writing
program at Linfield College.

con tr i bu tors

–158 –

Copyrighted Material


	9781606391211
	MillionAcres_inside150
	9781606391211-back



