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Talk us through the moment you 
both decided to create your own lady 
surfwear brand, Winki.
Kara and I were on the ferry home one 
afternoon from work and university and we 
got chatting about how we wanted some 
functional, quality and retro surfwear. We 
couldn’t find anything anywhere. 

We have always been really passionate 
about pairing business and creativity with  
a bigger purpose — like working with people 
who need help. We kept the idea on the back 
burner when we were both led individually to 
the same team of women in the Philippines. 

While sitting in the surf, we chat  
to Becky Bothma who, with her 
sister-in-law Kara, runs retro 
women’s surfwear brand Winki. 

Winki
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The organisation is called Honor1000 and 
they partner with the International Justice 
Mission to rescue women and children 
from sex trafficking. They help to house and 
rehabilitate the women and children. The 
organisation has a sewing facility where they 
teach some of the women to sew as a way 
of earning an income. And that’s how Winki 
started in April 2019, after a year-and-a-half 
in the making. 

Our name Winki comes from a local surf 
break. One evening, we were sitting in Kara’s 
van and my husband Ryan thought Winki 
would be an awesome locally inspired name. 
It took a while to stick, but here we are.

Tell us, what do you both love the most  
about surfing?
We both love the fact that you can forget 
about everything, leave your phone at 
home and jump in the refreshing sea 
water and really connect with nature. It’s 
beautiful to sit out there and look at the 
blue sky, the clear water and just take in 
the surrounds. It’s very freeing and also 
great fun (especially when all your friends 
paddle out to join you). 

Tell us what influences your designs.
Vintage prints! We love vintage clothing 
and inspiration so when we find cool, retro 
and mustard-toned prints we are delighted. 
This is mostly through op-shops and 
finding old tablecloths and towels that have 
amazing retro prints on them, as well as 
our own vintage clothing.

What are you doing to minimise the 
environmental impact of your brand?
We’re trying to minimise the impact of our 
brand on the planet in a few different ways:

  All of our packaging is compostable.
  From start to finish, zero plastic is used 
in the making of our suits.

  All of our suits are ethically made  
(I know that doesn’t directly relate to the 
environment, but it still helps the planet).

  We’ve introduced a 90 per cent recycled 
nylon this collection, which has been 
used in 60 per cent of our suits.

  We try and minimise off-cuts where 
we can by making scrunchies and 
accessories.

  We produce very small runs, so we  
never waste a suit.

Winki aims to empower women in 
Australia and the Philippines. Please 
share how you do this. 
We help women in the Philippines learn 
how to sew by providing them with patterns 
and fabrics to create our suits. Edil, a team 
trainer for Honor1000, is a professional 
sewer who guides the women in sewing. 
The girls sew easier items like tote bags 
and scrunchies and can also perform quality 
control for the suits (including clipping or 
unpicking), but we have a few key women 
who are employed full-time and have 
learnt to sew at a professional level. We 
are very passionate about this element of 
our business and, hopefully over time, we 
can help build up the sewing facility in the 
Philippines and have the team produce 
more and more products.

What are you …
Listening to: Like a Ship by Pastor T.L 
Barrett — amazing gospel music!
Reading: Screwtape Letters by CS Lewis
Wearing: Second-hand vintage lilac silk 
button-down top, vintage Levi’s denim mini 
skirt and Lacoste sneakers
Dreaming of: When we can go to Indonesia 
for a surf trip! 

What’s next for Winki?
We’re currently in the production stages 
of making a sweatshirt, t-shirt and adding 
a few new styles and prints. We are also 
tweaking our styles so they fit the female 
body even better.

For more, visit winkisuits.com
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