
Tech Loaction

Wheels
Disc-specific wheelsets, with 
named or own-brand models

Carbon frame with Zertz 
damping inserts

FrameFrame
Titanium frame with excellent 
level of workmanship

Gears
11-speed for both, with middle to 
upper level shifters and mechs
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Enigma Evoke Titanium 
Disc 1.1 £2,699

Specialized Roubaix SL4  
Comp Disc 2015 £2,500

 This head-to-head test is a sort  
of David and Goliath match. 
We’ve got the Specialized 

Roubaix SL4 Disc in the Goliath  
corner — from a multi-national, 
world-renowned bike company.  
And representing David, the little 
brand Enigma with the Evoke  
Disc 1.1 hailing from Hailsham,  
East Sussex and available to buy 
online and through selected UK  
and overseas dealers.

Both are modern, disc-specific 
frames, but built from very different 
materials. Carbon seems to have 
become the material these days, with 
aluminium coming in second, steel 
third, and lying somewhere among 
them titanium — the light, long-lasting 
and expensive wonder material.

Our two machines are made of the 
two more exotic choices, SL4 Fact 8r 

carbon for Specialized and titanium 
for Enigma. The Roubaix has Zertz —  
a play on ‘inserts’ — that dampen road 
vibrations and are claimed to reduce 
ride fatigue, increase endurance and 
keep power to the road. The Evoke is  
a fantastically finished frame, made 
from titanium — a material that usually 
offers excellent ride qualities and a 
degree of inherent comfort without 
additional features. Both run carbon 
disc forks.

The bikes are aimed at all-day 
riding — long days in the saddle, but 
with no sacrifice to speed, they offer 
two very different options at a serious 
price point between £2,500 and 
£2,700. These are ‘no excuses’ type 
bikes, they’ll handle all you can throw 
at them and still roll on. So, who wins  
out in the two-wheeled tale of  
large versus small? 

David and Goliath  
go head-to-head
 Words Jim Clarkson Pictures Chris Catchpole Words Jim Clarkson Pictures Chris Catchpole

MULTI-BIKE 

TEST

Two machines from either end of the 
scale, in different materials duke it out

£2,500-£3,000 
What to expect
■ 11-speed groupset
■ Own brand with some named 
finishing kit
■ Disc-specific wheelsets



Tech Disc brake bikes

Specification
Frameset FACT 8r 
carbon with Zertz 
inserts, full-carbon 
disc fork
Gears Shimano Ultegra 
11-speed 
Chainset Praxis Works 
50/34
Brakes Shimano 785 
hydraulic discs 
Wheels Axis 4.0 disc
Tyres: Specialized 
Turbo Pro 25c
Bar/stem Specialized 
Comp alloy 
Saddle BG Toupe gel
Seatpost: Specialized 
CGR carbon 
Weight: 8.81kg
Size range: 54-61cm
www.specialized.com
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Specialized Roubaix SL4 Comp Disc £2,500
The big S offers up a disc-specific, carbon-framed champion

BUILD QUALITy

RoAD HANDLING

SPeCIFICATIoN LeveL

RIDe ComFoRT

vALUe FoR moNey

OVERALL RATING

18/20

19/20

19/20

18/20

92/100

18/20

offering a nicely planted feel when 
encountering knocks and bumps.

Components
Ultegra takes care of both front and rear 
mechs while 105 has been allocated to 
chain and cassette duties. The shifters 
are Shimano 685 hydraulic disc versions, 
which are compatible with the middle to 
upper-end Shimano road groupsets. 
Discs are a perfect choice for erratic 
terrain — their reliability and consistency 
is a real boon on rougher road surfaces. 
The lever shape is comfortable and 
offers a superb feel in all braking 
conditions. The usual expected 
performance in shifting was smooth and 
uneventful — which is fine in my book.

A departure from Shimano comes  
in the 50/34 Praxis Works crank with  
Turn Zayante bottom bracket. Coupled 
with the 11-32t cassette, it offered  
a hill-friendly range of gears that on 
occasion felt slightly on the low side, 
but was welcome on one long ride that 
turned out to be hillier than expected. 
Stealthy all matt black looks added to 
the bike’s purposeful feel, and shifting 
was to the level expected with the 
usual pinned and ramped chainrings. 

Specialized’s reliable own-brand 
parts make up the bars, stem, saddle 
and seatpost — the saddle and 
seatpost offering a very comfortable 
platform, with the BG Fit saddle and 
insert on the seatpost offering a 
notable reduction in vibration on longer 
rides. Bolstering the all-round comfort, 
gel bar tape inserts add another layer 
without feeling too bulky. 

Wheelset
The DT Swiss Axis 4.0 Disc wheels are 
an obvious economy — they performed 

 W ith worldwide brand 
recognition and scores of 
race wins in all cycling arenas, 

Specialized knows a thing or two about 
building bikes. The Roubaix name hails 
from the Spring Classic race — a 250km 
slog over cobbles and potholes. There 
are several other Roubaix disc options, 
but the two nearest this price point are 
the Elite Disc at around £2,000 and then 
a jump up to the Pro Disc Race at £4,500.

Frameset
The Fact carbon 8r Specialized has 
made the Roubaix from also has ‘Zertz’ 
damping material inserted into the 
frame, adding claims of less fatigue and 
more endurance. It appears on the 
seatstays, forks and on the CG-R Fact 
carbon seatpost. The bold, fluid lines of 
the frame are muscular and lean — the 
large bottom bracket area with BB30 is 
the foundation for the frame’s feel.

Coupled with the 1 1/8 to 1 3/8in head 
tube, the frame doesn’t waste any effort 
you lay down — it rewards every pedal 
stroke as you focus on the road ahead. 
The own-brand Fact carbon disc fork 
performed perfectly with little to no 
twist or judder under heavy braking 
from the discs, and the Zertz certainly 
didn’t make anything worse. Nicely 
internally routed cables keep the whole 
fluid look consistent. 

The geometry is definitely aimed at a 
more upright than down-and-racy 
set-up, with a fairly high head tube and a 
generous stack of spacers. A more 
sporty feel can be created by lowering 
the bars, but it’s generally a comfortable 
machine for big-mileage days. The 72° 
head tube and 73.5 seat tube offer a 
stable ride feel, and tally up well with a 
bike aimed at potholes and cobbles 

Zertz
Adding inserts or a degree of flex 
into a carbon frame is akin to 
adding suspension but with 
drastically reduced weight and 
more vibration resistance than 
active travel. There are a few other 
models appearing with similar 
technology — La Pierre Pulsium 
and Trek Domane both offer 
comparative technology.

IN THE KNOW

adequately and without flaw, but looked 
under par for the bike and felt sluggish 
at times. The tyres were super-reliable 
Turbo Pro with BlackBelt protection, and 
rode larger than the 25c size. The frame 
would happily take larger tyres if 
desired.

Riding
The overall package of this bike is 
long-distance comfort, but it also gives 
speed and zest when riding. The bike 
transfers power solidly with the large BB 
area and head tube keeping things on 
track and in control. It rewards by 
offering a degree of extra endurance on 
rides, comfort is a misnomer here 
perhaps — long rides will always have 
discomfort, but with the added frame 
inserts you feel better for longer.
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It rewards by offering  
a degree of extra  
endurance on rides

One of the inserts 
used to dampen 
ride vibrations 

Internal cables 
enhance the looks

Economy: the 
DT Swiss 
disc wheels  

Specialized’s 
Roubaix SL4 
Comp Disc

Praxis Works’s
hill-friendly 
crankset



Tech Disc brake bikes

Specification
Frameset: Grade 9 3Al 
2.5V seamless 
double-butted titanium
Gears: Shimano 105 
11-speed, 105 11-32 
cassette
Chainset: Shimano 105 
compact
Brakes: Shimano 
BR-R517 cable disc
Wheels: Mavic Aksium 
Disc 1
Tyres: Continental 
Ultra Gator Skins 25c
Bars: Specialized 
Comp, shallow drop
Stem: Enigma
Saddle: Enigma
Seatpost: Enigma
Weight: 8.65kg
Size range: 53, 55, 56, 
57, 59cm
www.enigmabikes.com

60     CYCLING ACTIVE SUmmer 2015

Enigma Evoke Titanium Disc 1.1 £2,699
The best of British craftsmanship is on show with this beautifully built machine

BUILD QUALIty

RoAD HANDLING

SpECIfICAtIoN LEVEL

RIDE CoMfoRt

VALUE foR MoNEy
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usual Shimano reliability. The rest of the 
componentry is Enigma branded — a 
good shaped compact drop bar and a 
clean looking stem matched the frame 
for detail and finish quality, with 
understated graphics. 

With a compact 50/34 chainset — in a 
classy black finish coupled with the 11-32 
rear cassette — the gears were hill or 
long-day-out friendly, and the same slight 
undergearing was felt on longer, flatter 
terrain, but in line with the sort of riding 
the bike excels in. 

Wheelset
The Evoke has the excellent Mavic 
Aksium Disc 1 wheels. Competitively 
light, with Mavic’s rich wheel-building 
history and technical knowledge, these 
are a great looking and riding set of 
wheels — perhaps slightly under par for 
the level of bike, but still a serious and 
durable set of hoops. Keeping things 
comfortable, the ever-trusty Continental 

 The small British company Enigma 
offers up the Evoke Titanium Disc, 
built up to its 1.1 spec — offering a 

graceful and classic looking bike, with 
even the discs looking at home and 
understated on the bike. The whole bike 
holds together perfectly and demon-
strates the attention to detail that is 
sometimes missing on mass-market 
bikes. Enigma offers a ‘sky’s-the-limit’ 
approach to the bikes, with several build 
options available as standard, but 
ultimately anything can be built or 
added within reason and budget.

Frameset
The main thing you notice on the frame 
is the welding quality — it’s beautifully 
repetitive, as are all the finishing details 
on the frame. The Grade 9 3Al 2.5V 
seamless double-butted titanium tubes 
are accurately and perfectly put 
together. The noticeably sloping top 
tube draws your eye from the 44mm 
head tube that is compatible with 
integrated or tapered forks, across to 
the nicely detailed dropouts; these 
mount the rear disc cleanly as part of 
the actual dropout as opposed to being 
welded on as a visual afterthought. This 
also means the braking forces are taken 
by the dropout, not the frame. 

The cable routing is all sent via the 
down tube, and is clean and visually 
unobtrusive. It also means less curves and 
snaking — handy for clean shifts. Frame 
details include the standard English 
bottom bracket, clamp on front mech and 
replaceable hanger — all classically styled 
and functioning. Geometry-wise its 72.5° 
head and 73° seat tube are in the usual 
ranges of frames built for all-day riding.

Components
A full Shimano drivetrain offering here, 
with 105 for all duties including the 
full-length external cable-actuated 
brakes — R517 — which perform 
excellently, despite looking rather 
industrial and bulky on the bike. Shifting 
was as good as Ultegra, and will 
probably keep going as long if not 
longer. The mechs performed with the 

Titanium
Despite being one of the most  
plentiful metals on the planet, 
titanium has always been an 
expensive material to work with. It’s 
harder than most to cut, form and 
shape but, because of production in 
Asia, the price has been reduced to 
a more competitive level. Allied to 
the fact that quality has been 
maintained, more options have 
opened up for the consumer. 

IN THE KNOW

Ultra Gator Skins in 25c performed 
excellently and are known for durability 
and reliability.

Riding
The frameset is a joy to ride, with the 
compliant feel titanium is famous for, 
but also never overly pliable or washy, 
the handling is direct, responsive and 
feels great mile after mile. It encourages 
a fluid riding style, and you can often 
find that great place where the bike 
feels like it’s not there and you are just 
flying along. The slightly longer top tube 
was better for feeling more tucked in, 
with a slightly more race bike feel — 
which is good for keeping out of the 
wind when riding faster, and it still kept 
the all-day comfort. 
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There is an attention 
to detail that is often 
missing from bikes  
on the mass market

Disc brakes are
understated

A bike that is as
good as it looks

Frameset is given
to riding fluency

Geared for a
long day

Serious and
durable hoops

Perfectly welded, 
seamless tubes

Drivetrain is bulky
but does the job



Tech Loaction

 P itching these two bikes against each other in a little 
versus big manner has created more of a situation 
of what is more appropriate for the final use. The 

Roubaix has modern technology, and is built from a 
material that is light — but isn’t easily fixed. It should, 
however, be durable for a good lifetime. It also has slightly 
better shifting componentry than the Enigma but the 
wheels aren’t at the level that they perhaps could be — 
this being due to current road disc wheelset limits.

It rides fantastically, and rewards every extra pedal 
stroke. Looks-wise, its fluid but unique style plants it firmly 
out as a giant (even a Goliath perhaps) among bikes.

The Evoke has its classic lines, it is still up to date with 
geometry and discs — slightly lower spec mechs, with 105, 
but these don’t affect the heart of the bike. It’s a shame to 
see cable actuated brakes, but they still perform well, and 
are easier to maintain and fix. It’ll be more of a perception 
issue. The ride of the Evoke is responsive and even 
inspiringly lively, and the titanium frame will outlive all  
the parts — this is really a bike for life. The Evoke is hand 
finished and this shows in the build — it’s immaculately  
put together.

No losers
The more time ridden, the more the personalties came  
out from the bikes. The Roubaix feels big brand, it has the 
obligatory upgraded rear mech, a slightly niche crankset 
and subtle colours that will appeal to a wide demographic. 
It also has the ride softening features which add to the 
technological and scientific approach Specialized applies 
to all its bikes. It’ll take you up, over and down all types of 
roads, and also some ‘not quite roads’, cobbles, potholes 
and more.

The Evoke is a bike that is timeless, the titanium frame 
will look good year after year, and the whole bike is built 
on tried, trusted but refined principles. This is off the peg 
but has the custom feel to it. It would serve as an excellent 
base for all sorts of riding, most likely sportives or perhaps 
fast Audaxes, but in all honesty it’ll be happiest just out 
there on the road, finding miles and hidden lanes.

Both bikes will serve the rider well — it’ll just come 
down to what you feel is the right bike for you. Big brand 
technology and science, or smaller, perhaps better 
attention to detail and a feeling of uniqueness. But this 
tester feels that David wins out again — the Evoke just 
edges it on ride feel.

And the winner is…
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MULTI-BIKE 
VERDICT

92/100 93/100

Enigma EvokE  
titanium disc 1.1 
£2,699

Spot on...
■ Attention to detail
■ Inspiring ride

Near miss
■ Spec could be higher

Spot on...
■ Hydraulic discs
■ Technological additions

Near miss
■ Wheelset feels cheap

spEcializEd Roubaix 
sl4 disc £2,500
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