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Scope 

 

Olivia von Halle recognises that its core business is an emissions-intensive organisation. Olivia von Halle also 

recognises that it must play its part in protecting the environment. Throughout all its operations, Olivia von Halle 

strives to be environmentally responsible, minimising its impact, sourcing renewable, organic, sustainable 

materials, and committing to the mitigation of climate change. 

 

This Environmental Policy outlines Olivia von Halle’s commitment to achieving this objective and details its current 

practices. 

 

Promises 

 

• We recognise that sustainable business practices are fundamental to our future. 

• We strive to minimise the environmental impact of our daily business operations. 

• We work in partnership with all stakeholders to promote good environmental practice.	 

• We actively seek and embrace initiatives that protect the environment. 

• We regularly review our operational activities, systems and training to ensure our business practice is 

aligned with this environmental statement. 

 

This policy is in support of these principles.	 



 

 

 

 

 

[The scope of these Sustainability Principles concerns the supplier and any of its sub - suppliers, including suppliers 

of materials (production materials and packaging) and services used in the production or performance of activities 

on behalf of Olivia von Halle and any personnel acting for and/or on behalf of the supplier and its sub - suppliers.]	 

    

Respect for and protection of the environment  

    

Olivia von Halle shall use all reasonable endeavours to:  

  

comply with all relevant Environmental Laws and regulations in the territories in which we operate;  

 

use natural resources conscientiously and increase efficiency in the use of materials and resources; 

 

reduce energy consumption; 

 

improve water management, protect water sources, reduce water consumption and maintain water quality; 

 

optimise waste management and minimise waste and waste water production; 

 

protect biodiversity and maintain ecosystem function, respecting protected wild flora and fauna in accordance with 

national and international laws;	 

      

promote transparency and accountability with regard to the environmental impact of its activities; 

      

implement policies and management systems and actions that foster continuous environmental improvement in 

order to reduce the negative environmental impacts of its activities and, where possible and appropriate, also strive 

to offset residual negative impacts; 

     

commit to a sustainable design philosophy. In implementing this, we commit to only creating products of the 

highest-quality and integrity;	 

 

endeavour to use natural fibres that are biodegradable or renewable, in existing and new products and continually 

review our practices to ensure we are using industry-leading measures;	 

 

endeavour to replace plastic wherever possible with earth friendly materials. Where there is no plastic-free solution, 

Olivia von Halle commits to using the next most environmentally friendly measure or resource available, such as 

recycled or recyclable plastic. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Reduction of hazardous chemicals 

 

Olivia von Halle is a signatory of REACH, which aims to improve the protection of human health and the 

environment through the better and earlier identification of the intrinsic properties of chemical substances. As a 

member of this European Union gold standard in monitoring and reducing any impact of hazardous chemicals, 

Olivia von Halle promotes the responsible use of chemical substances all throughout our supply chain.	 

 

Olivia von Halle uses a dying factory and a print factory that are certified by OEKO-TEX® Standard 100. The 

OEKO-TEX® Standard 100 is a voluntary standard representing the highest product safety and best industry 

practice—as one of the world’s best-known labels for textiles testing for harmful substances, these factories fulfil 

the test criteria of the Standard 100. All of their components and materials must comply with the test criteria of 

Standard 100 every season.	 

 

This means these factories satisfy the results of a quality audit by an independent OEKO-TEX® institute and have 

regular quality assurance measures that are demonstrably taken, only then are we guaranteed to receive the main 

steps on the path to certification. The test criteria are globally standardised and are updated at least once a year on 

the basis of new scientific information or statutory requirements. The tests are conducted, and the certificates 

issued exclusively by neutral and independent OEKO-TEX® test institutes. 

 

In order to reach OEKO-TEX® Standard 100 certification for our overall garments, Olivia von Halle is in 

discussions with factories to ensure all components will soon meet OEKO-TEX® Standard 100 criteria. 

 

Olivia von Halle has also partnered with Intertek to guarantee we are adhering to world-class standards in chemical 

testing and analysis requirements. Intertek carries out entirely independent chemical testing annually and assists 

Olivia von Halle in compliance with regulatory and safety requirements.	 

 

By partnering with Intertek, Olivia von Halle shall continue to ensure that every product, by the time it reaches 

consumers, has passed all appropriate national and international standards and regulations, and that the chemicals 

within the product itself have been tested for their toxicity, purity, strength, reactivity, and coloration. To achieve 

this, Intertek is equipped with state-of-the-art instrumentation. 

 

Sourcing of materials and packaging 

 

Silk 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Silk is at the heart of Olivia von Halle and almost every product the brand produces contains this ancient natural 

fibre. To ensure the sourcing of our silk adheres to the principles and scope of this policy, Olivia von Halle has 

committed to the following measures in relation to sericulture: 

 

• We promise to create silk products farmed using only Mulberry silk (from the Bombyx Mori silkworm), as 

the Mulberry tree is a sustainable, pollutant-combating, and easily cultivated option, feeding 100 

silkworms per single tree.	 

• As a natural fibre, silk is inherently sustainable and non-damaging to the environment - however the 

production processes (from pesticides to chemical dyes to excessive water usage) can cause harm. Our 

focus is on optimising these processes, so they have as little impact as possible on people and the planet. 

Olivia von Halle is working towards switching to certified organic silk.	 

 

Cashmere 

 

Cashmere is an important fabric in Olivia von Halle production. To ensure the sourcing of our cashmere adheres 

to the principles and scope of this policy, Olivia von Halle has committed to the following measures in relation to 

its production: 

    

• Olivia von Halle commits to only sourcing cashmere from suppliers belonging to the Sustainable Fibre 

Alliance. This organisation works to preserve and restore grasslands. This organisation strategizes and 

coaches with the herding families responsible for cashmere production in effective and strategic grassland 

management, enabling them to move twice a year to new pasture. This then gives the grasslands enough 

time to regenerate, reducing the environmental impact of grazing. 

• More information on the Sustainable Fibre Alliance, a non-profit international organisation that promotes 

global sustainability standards for cashmere in order to restore grasslands and transform the complex 

supply chain of cashmere, from herders to retailers, can be found here.	 

• All our activities related to cashmere adhere to The International Cooperation Committee of Animal 

Welfare (ICCAW). 

• The ICCAW offers energy-saving and environmental protection resources for companies, focusing on 

development services for “smart farms” and the construction of energy-saving and environmental 

protection norms. 

  

Cotton 

 

Olivia von Halle commits to developing sustainable fabrics and initiatives moving forward, in line with industry-

leading bodies, UN Sustainable Development Goals, and this policy. Olivia von Halle commits to sourcing ethically  

 



 

 

 

 

 

produced cotton and will not use cotton produced in Xinjiang, China. As we introduce cotton to our collections in 

2021, we commit to using only GOTS-certified organic cotton.	 

 

Mother of Pearl 

 

Olivia von Halle uses Mother of Pearl buttons that are made from Akoya Mother of Pearl, sourced from Japan. We 

commit to sourcing 100% of our Mother of Pearl from sustainable sources by 2025. 

 

Plastic 

 

Olivia von Halle is committed to removing plastic from all its operations, including in:	 

 

• product packaging;	 

• products; and 

• Head Office. 

 

In 2020, Olivia von Halle incorporated recycled plastic into its product packaging, replacing single-use plastic. 

Olivia von Halle is also trialling a plastic alternative, with the goal for our product packaging to become 100% 

plastic-free. Where a plastic-free alternative is not available, Olivia von Halle shall make the most educated and 

environmentally responsible decision possible, such as using recycled, biodegradable, or sugar plastics.	 

         

Wood, paper and derived products	 

 

Olivia von Halle must use 100% recyclable, FSC-certified packaging, and must guarantee that all boxes and bags 

are sourced using paper from sustainably managed forests.		

 

Sustainability reporting 

 

In order to measure and reduce the impact of our garment production we commit to regularly auditing our Tier 1 

factories via reputable third parties. 

 

The factory we use to manufacture our silk garments is monitored and audited in accordance with Amfori BSCI, an 

independent methodology and platform that provides a single point for all supply chain performance information, 

with a code of conduct of 11 principles relating to the rights of collective bargaining, fair remuneration, freedom 

from discrimination, decent working hours, occupational health and safety, no child labour, special protection for 

young workers, no precarious employment, no bonded labour, protection of the environment, and ethical business  

 



 

 

 

 

 

behaviour. As an adherent to Amfori BSCI, we commit to the this code, the environmental clause of which is below 

in full: 

 

“Business partners observe this principle when they take the necessary measures to avoid environmental 

degradation, without prejudice to the specific expectations set out in this chapter. Business partners should assess 

the significant environmental impact of operations and establish effective policies and procedures that reflect their 

environmental responsibility. They will seek to implement adequate measures to prevent or minimise adverse 

effects on the community, natural resources and the overall environment.” 

 

The factory we use to manufacture our silk-cashmere garments is monitored and audited in accordance with 

SMETA, the (Sedex Members Ethical Trade Audit). SMETA is engaged at all levels of the value chain and has 

established environmental audits to ensure a comprehensive suite of analytics to manage social and environmental 

compliance and improve operational performance. SMETA offers the highest standards in the industry with their 

Performance Benchmark Report – benchmarking factory performance against peers and country data powered by 

their ELEVATE EiQ analytics. ELEVATE conducts follow-up verification audits via desktop and on-site. ELEVATE 

has been awarded the Sedex Responsible Business award – the only audit firm to receive the honour, and the only 

company to have received the award twice. 

 

Both methodologies incorporate corrective action plans, so performance is continually optimised over time. 

 

Carbon Emissions		

 

Olivia von Halle aims to be a zero-carbon footprint company. In order to reduce our emissions, become a carbon-

neutral company, and meet the principles of this policy, we shall take the following measures:  

  

• Commit to annual greenhouse gas assessments by Carbon Footprint Ltd., an independent third party, in 

accordance with the principles outlined by the Greenhouse Gas Protocol and the UK Government's 

Guidelines on Greenhouse Gas Reporting. 

• Adopt a market differentiated action plan devised by Carbon Footprint Ltd. year on year to set standards 

for new compliance and to create new targets for our carbon footprints. 

• Off-set the emissions produced by Olivia von Halle through our partnership with Highland Carbon. 

Highland Carbon promotes the restoration of woodlands and peatlands to draw down carbon from the 

atmosphere. Peatland projects cleanse water flowing into community drinking sources, lochs and fishing 

rivers. The UK’s Woodland Carbon Code and Peatland Code, in which Highland Carbon operates, are 

administered by the Forestry Commission and International Union for Conservation and Nature 

respectively. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

• Olivia von Halle’s contributions to carbon offsetting in partnership with Highland Carbon will officially 

count towards the UK's commitments under the Paris Agreement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


