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Born in 1656 in Auriesville, NY, Kateri is
thefirst Native American being considered

N ow about baptism: This is how to baptize. Give public instruction on all these
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Algonquin, taken captive by the Iroquois three times “in the name of the Father, Son, and Ho
and given as wife to the chief of the ‘

Mohawk clan. When she was four, Kateri : King Edwin’s Baptism

lost her parents and little brother in a small-

pox epidemic that left her disfigured and half King Edwin, with all the nobility of his

blind. She was adopted by an uncle, who kingdom and a large number of humb),

succeeded her father as chief. He hated the folk, accepted the faith and were

coming of the Blackrobes but could do noth- | the cleansing waters of baptism in

ing to them because of a peace treaty with eleventh year of his reign, which was th®

the French. %

She was
moved by the
words of three
Blackrobes
who lodged
with her
uncle, but fear
of him kept
her from
seeking
instruction. She
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ere thirty-six days constantly occupied in instructing and baptiz-
d, he did nothing from dawn to dusk but proclaim Christ's saving mes-
ho gathered from all the surrounding villages and countryside; and
{nstructed them, he washed them in the cleansing waters of baptism in the
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* What does it mean to you to be baptized BLESSINGS

into the life, death, and resurrection of
Jesus?

sition. On the adV™g of a prigst, she stole
away one night andjoegan a§200-mile walk-

ing journey to a Cifffistian Ipflian village near
ftinued on the back...

* How might you renew your baptismal
commitment regularly?
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Continued from the front...

Montreal.

For three years she grew in holiness
under the direction of a priest and an older |
I[roquois woman, giving herself totally to God
in long hours of prayer, in charity, and in
strenuous penance. At 23, she took a vow of
virginity, an unprecedented act for an Indian |
woman, whose future depended on being
married. Her dedication to virginity was
instinctive: She did not know about religious
life for women until she visited Montreal.
Inspired by this, she and two friends wanted
to start a community, but the local priest dis-
suaded her. She humbly accepted an “ordi-
nary” life. She practiced extremely severe
fasting as penance for the conversion of her
nation. She died the afternoon before Holy
Thursday. She was beatified in 1980.

Adapted from Leonard Foley, OFM & Pat McCloskey, OFM,
Saint of the Day, St. Anthony Messenger

TABLE TALK

* How does your Baptism make a differ-
ence in the way you live?

* Where does Jesus fit into your life as a
Christian?

Pondering the Word

“A voice of one crying out in the

wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of JHe

Lord, make bis paths straight.
Mark 1:3
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“Our family of origin can be a source of love and support, or a source of anguish. For
many of us, it is a little of both. As we grow up, move into the world of work, choose a v
mate, and choose our ‘own’ lifestyle, our philosophy of life begins to gel. We may be sur- |
prised to find how different or how similar we are to our parents and siblings. Raising "
children, especially, can be the benchmark of what our values are.

“These factors can influence our own relationship with our spouse. How much loyalty
do we feel to our ‘previous’ family? Does it get in the way of forming our new family,
based on a balance of traditions we have brought with us? The standard question for

at? If negative, how ®gn you change '
en it comes to valuew

* If positive, what can you do to nurj#
* How different or similar are yo

Sharing Faith in the Family.
erts and/or reproducible handouts on family life and distribute on

e parish bulletin or newsletter.
Adapted from Catherine Martin, Strengthening Family Life,
RENEW International
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“‘Baptism makes us members of the Body of Christ....”

Explore the Catechism of the Catholic Church. See paragraph 1267.




