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Assessment 2018-2019 School Year 
Presented by Kathrin Parks, Ph. D. 

Loras College, Dubuque, IA 

Overview 

The following report highlights findings from the assessment of the Kindhearted Kids 

program in the 2018-2019 school year. This is the most recent report available, due to the impact 

of the COVID-19 pandemic on the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 school years. The report includes 

descriptive information about the sample, an assessment of the overall impact of the program, a 

review of the impact of each focus area of the curriculum, and conclusion. 

Descriptive Information 

Data from 902 students is included in this assessment. These 902 students completed by 

the pre-test and the post-test assessments. Students who only completely one or none of the 

assessments were excluded from the analysis. Nineteen schools in the district provided assessment 

data.  

Schools included: Audubon, Fulton, Table Mound, Bryant, Marshall, Kennedy, Carver, 

Eisenhower, Hoover, Lincoln, Prescott, Sageville, St. Columbkille, Holy Ghost, Irving, Peosta, 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, St. Anthony, Dubuque Lutheran, and Resurrection.  
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Overall Impact 

In order to examine the overall impact of the Two by Two Kindhearted Kids curriculum, 

the scores on the pre-tests and post-tests were compared using a paired-sample t-test. The average 

score for all students on the pre-test was 14.74 out of 18 possible points. There was an increase of 

almost one point (.7) when looking at the average score on the post-test. The post-test average was 

15.45 points out of 18. This was a statistically significant difference at the <.001 level, which 

means that there is a very small chance that this change was caused by error or chance.  

A more accurate way to understand the impact of the Two by Two curriculum is to focus the 

analysis on students who experienced growth between their pre- and post-test scores. In other 

words, students who had no change between their pre and post tests would be excluded from the 

comparison. With this caveat, I compared the scores of 517 students who experienced growth. 

The average score for these students on the pre-test was 14.86 points out of 18. The average 
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post-test score for these students was 17.02 points out of 18, indicating an increase of 2.1 points. 

This was also a statistically significant finding, at the <.001 level. This means that there is a very 

small chance that this difference was caused by error or chance. Instead, it is clear that for these 

students, their scores on the assessment went up after completing the Two by Two curriculum. 
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Impact of Focus Areas 

 The Two by Two Kindhearted Kid curriculum focuses on six characteristics, each of 

which are assessed using the pre and post-test. The six characteristics are: kindness, respect, 

responsibility, empathy,  citizenship, and the Golden Rule. Each characteristic is also evaluated 

at three different levels: definitions, recognition, and application. Therefore, for each focal area, 

the highest score a student could earn would be a six (for example, if they got the definition 

question correct for each characteristic.)  Examining these three focus areas, you can see from 

the chart below that students improved their scores for each. Definitions had the biggest growth 

between the pre and post-tests. These were statistically significant differences at the <.001 level.  

 

 When looking at the six characteristics, we see the same pattern of improvement. For 

each of the six areas, students’ scores increased between the pre and post-tests. Students were 

asked three questions about each characteristic, so if they got all three correct, their score for any 

individual characteristic would be 3 points. As the chart below indicates, students experienced 

growth in each of these characteristics, with the greatest jump happening in the empathy 

category. Again, there was a very small chance that these differences were due to chance or 
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error, which indicates we can be confident that the Two by Two curriculum had a positive 

impact on students’ understanding of these character traits (p=<.001.)  

The table below indicates the number of students who completed the pre and post-tests at 
each school (in parentheses after the school name.) The middle column lists the percentage of 
students at the school who experienced growth between the pre and post-tests. The last column is 
the average percentage of growth for students in that school. It is important to note that small 
numbers of students at a school may influence these percentages. For example, 90% of the 
students at St. Anthony experienced growth, which was 9 of the 10 students who completed both 
assessments. (Additionally, the average percentage of growth at Dubuque Lutheran is inflated 
due to one student who had a 12 point increase between the pre and post-tests.)    

School 
% of Students 
Experiencing Growth 

Average Percent of 
Growth 

Audubon (40) 42.5 24.3 

Fulton (39) 46.2 17.1 

Table Mound (35) 65.7 23 

Bryant (44) 38.6 13.5 

Marshall (42) 59.5 18.6 

Kennedy (104) 52.9 15 

Carver (82) 51.2 11.4 
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Eisenhower (78) 46.2 10.1 

Hoover (51) 66.7 11.8 

Lincoln (37) 73.0 15.5 

Prescott (39) 51.3 14.1 

Sageville (49) 67.3 15.5 

St. Columbkille (32) 56.3 9.6 

Holy Ghost (12) 50.0 18.6 

Irving (63) 57.1 18.4 

Peosta (60) 53.3 9.6 

Our Lady of Guadalupe (34) 79.4 16.8 

St. Anthony (10) 90.0 14.4 

Dubuque Lutheran (15) 86.7 112.3 

Resurrection (36) 80.6 18.7 

Conclusion 

Overall, this analysis provides support that the Two by Two Kindhearted Kids curriculum 

had a positive impact for students in the Dubuque area. Students experienced growth between the 

pre and post-tests overall, in the three focal areas (definitions, recognition, and application) as 

well as the six individual character traits. Additionally parents who responded to the parent 

survey had an overwhelmingly positive response, with only one negative critique. (Note, most 

parents did not respond to the survey.) A few representative quotes from parents are included 

below: 

• “A great starter program for kids to learn the real responsibility and work of the privilege

of owning a pet.”
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• “He talked about Two by Two all the time at home and is continuing to make connections

with the lessons.”

• “Thank you for the great message Two by Two. We’re fortunate to have these values

spread throughout the community.”

• “This program is a great enforcer of these core values. My child followed many of these

already but we did see improvement in her responsibility.”

Responsibility came up the most often in terms of what resonated most about this program, with 

107 indicating this. These comments contextualize what the numeric data also indicate.  


