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1. Dolphins are mammals, not fish, even though they live in water.

2. They have live births, nurse their young and are warm blooded, and they are born 
           with hair that falls out shortly after birth.

3. Bottle nosed dolphins (the most common) can weigh 1400 pounds and be 12.5 feet 
           long.  The smallest dolphins are 4 feet.  The largest can be up to 30 feet long.

4. They can live a long life – 40-50 years.

5. Baby dolphins can swim right after birth, but they drink their mother’s milk for 2 years 
           and stay with their mothers from 3-8 years.

6. Dolphins are one of the smartest animals on the planet, and even might be smarter 
           than apes and gorillas.

7. They are very curious and playful.

8. They live in small groups that hunt and play together.

9. They eat small fish and squid.

10. Dolphins eat 30 pounds of fish per day.

11. Dolphins have about 100 teeth in their mouths, but they swallow their food whole.

12. Dolphins eat through their mouths and breath through their blowholes.  

13. They don’t have any enemies and very rarely are babies killed by sharks or whales.
           Humans are their biggest threat.

14. Dolphins have no sense of smell, but they can see and hear 10 times more than    
           humans.

15. Dolphins live in oceans and have to come to the surface to breathe (because they  
           are mammals). 

16. The Killer Whale is actually in the dolphin family.

17. Dolphins usually swim 7-8 miles per hour, but if they are in a hurry, they can swim up 
           to 25 miles per hour. 

18. Dolphin mothers can be seen cuddling their young and protecting them and all 
           dophins can be observed treating injured or old dolphins, very gently.

Dolphin Facts - Copy and cut facts (one per child).


