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Jumping into Fire

In the wild forests of the Western U.S., 
fire season begins after the winter snow 
melts. The land turns dry, and fires spread 
easily. A lightning strike might start a fire, 
and flames spread quickly from tree to tree. 

These wildfiThese wildfires are nature’s way of 
clearing forest land, although climate 
change has made them more intense and 
more long-burning because dry areas have 
become drier.

At times, wildfiAt times, wildfires burn out of control 
and need to be managed. There are no 
roads in the deep woods, so it is difficult for 
heavy equipment to reach the site. A team 
of specialized firefighters is called in to act 
quickly. 

These firefighters jump into the fire, parachuting 
from planes that fly over the burning forests. The fire-
fighters are called Smoke Jumpers, and their job is to 
stop the fire. They are famous for their daring and 
strength. In the plane, one crew member, the spotter, 
looks for a clearing. Then the smoke jumpers jump 
out of the plane two at a time. They steer for the 
clearing, but winds may blow their parachutes into tree-
tops. Then they must use ropes to climb down.

Carrying 80 pounds of gear, each smoke jumper 
heads to the fiery area. Equipment is dropped from the 
plane. Then the backbreaking work begins. The 
smoke jumpers use chainsaws and hand tools to 
chop down trees, clear brush, and dig out roots. They 
create a “fire line” free of anything that can burn. This 
empty area acts as a barrier that the fire cannnot cross.

Smoking jumping Smoking jumping is the ideal job for certain 
people—those who thrill to danger and thrive on hard 
work.

Use your description to help you make choices at the decision points in the story.

During Your Adventure

Decide what kind of character you will be. For example, do you follow through on your plans, no 
matter what? Or are you willing to pursue a new path? Write one or two sentences to describe the 
kind of person you want to be.

In Smoke Jumpers, YOU are a rookie smoke jumper.

Before Your Adventure

Smoke Jumpers
Name: 
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Think About It

Were you satisfied with the end of the path you reached in Smoke Jumpers? If yes, 
write down what you liked about the ending. If no, describe what went wrong. Where 
would you like to end up? What questions are still unanswered?

Write About It

Choose a point during your adventure when you might have sent a friendly or desperate postcard, 
e-mail, text message, or secret message to a friend or family member back home.

•  Types of planes used to fight forest fires
•  How to train as a smoke jumper
•  Wildfires of 1988 in Yellowstone National Park
•  True stories of smoke jumping

Go on Another Adventure

Do some research on a topic related to Smoke Jumpers. Write a 
brief report or make a chart or poster to present your findings. 
Here are some ideas:

After Your Adventure

Smoke Jumpers
Name: 


