
 
KEELSHIELD REMOVAL INSTRUCTIONS 

 
*Be sure to determine the suitability of the above products in your situation.   

Test a small area, review the label of each product, use at your own risk* 
 

1. Remove the urethane part of the KeelShield. If it is already loose, grab and 
pull. If it is difficult to remove, use a blade to cut down the centerline of the shield 
and remove one side at a time for less resistance. If there is not enough material to 
grab onto – CAREFULLY use a flat edged tool and insert between the urethane 
and your hull, and GENTLY pry shield away from hull. A vice grip may be 
helpful to hold onto shield for removal. 

 
2. You now have a layer of adhesive foam left on the bottom. Soak all remaining 

adhesive with Goo Gone GEL or equivalent. Allow for Goo Gone GEL to soak 
into adhesive for 20-30+ minutes. Removal options below in order of ease. 
 

A. Use a Pressure Washer close to the hull to remove bulk of adhesive. This 
step relies on the power of pressure washer, if not effective – use option B. 

 
B. Use Oscillating Multi-Too with a FLEXIBLE Scraper Blade (Example: 

Dremel Multi-Max MM35 with the MM610 Blade)  to remove the bulk of 
the adhesive. Be sure to scrape CAREFULLY at a flat angle and not 
gouge the fiberglass. 

 
C. If option A & B are not available – you can use a plastic Razor Scraper 

to manually remove the adhesive. Be sure to scrape CAREFULLY at a 
flat angle to not gouge the fiberglass, and away from your body to avoid 
injury. 

 
3. What is now left is a very thin layer of adhesive residue that NO solvent (lacquer 

thinner, acetone, MEK…) will remove. Use Carb or Brake Cleaner or 3M 
adhesive cleaner & remover part # 08984. Spray a 6” x 6” section and wait 30-45 
seconds; you should see the adhesive “lift” from your boat. Scrape it off with 
your plastic razor scraper or putty knife being careful to not gouge your 
fiberglass.  Be sure you work a small area at a time.   

 
The following items are available for professional or dealer removal. 
 

A. 3M’s stripe / graphics removal discs.  These are not readily available for 
consumer purchase, and will only work with high-rpm tools.    

 
4. Once all of the adhesive is gone, be sure to completely clean your hull thoroughly.  

If there is any residue from the product you used to remove the adhesive from 
your hull, your new KeelShield will not bond.  You now need to follow the 
directions for installation found in your KeelShield kit. 

 
Please call 888-594-5335 or email us at info@gator-guards.com  

if you need technical assistance. 


