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Lotus Peel is a unique acid peel uti-
lizing the exotic lotus flower, a new 
cutting edge lightener with free 
radical scavenging capabilities and 
more brightening capabilities due to 
its ability to hold its efficacy in lower 
pH acids.  With the added benefits 
of salicylic and gluconic acid, this 
advanced Jessner peel is a gentle 
solution for those with sensitive skin, 
providing potent anti-inflammatory 
support with less damage on a mo-
lecular level from free-radical stress.  
The results are a brighter complex-
ion, smoother skin tone, and young-
er-looking skin.

FOCUS INGREDIENTS
Salicylic Acid – Salicylic acid contains 
anti-inflammatory, antiseptic, fungicidal, 
antioxidant and bactericidal proper-
ties and occurs naturally in wintergreen 
leaves, licorice, marigold, sweet birch, 
raspberries, willow bark extract and other 
plants.  It has 
been called a 
beta hydroxy 
acid but is in 
reality, not a 
BHA. Salicyl-
ic acid has a 
larger mol-
ecule than 
its cousin, 
alpha hydroxy acids. The larger mol-
ecule size keeps the salicylic acid 
on the surface of the skin allowing 
it to more effectively penetrate and 
exfoliate within the pore. This action 
within the pores makes it an ideal 
exfoliant for use on acne and acne-
prone skin.  Due to the larger mol-
ecule size, salicylic acid produces 
less irritation than alpha hydroxy ac-
ids, making it a welcome alternative 
for those with sensitive skin. 

Salicylic acid is also a chemical trap 

for free radicals to combat oxidative 
stress in the skin, penetrating the 
pores to exfoliate inside as well as 
out, similar to the way benzoyl perox-
ide functions and could actually be 
a good substitute for BPO-sensitive 
patients.  Those with sensitive skin 
who cannot tolerate alpha hydroxy 
acids may find that they are able to 
use salicylic acid with good results. 
Great on acne-prone skin types, the 
pore-cleansing properties of salicylic 
acid also make it a more effective 
comedone fighter.  For acne-prone 
skin, retinol makes a good adjunct 
therapy for salicylic acid.

As an exfoliant, salicylic acid can ac-
tually increase the benefits of other 
therapies used in conjunction with 
it; however, if a patient is allergic to 
aspirin, you must not use salicylic 
acids on them, as they are chemi-
cally similar. 

Resorcinol – Resorcinol (or resorcin) is 
a dihydroxy benzene; a phenol with bacte-
ricidal, fungicidal, keratolytic, exfoliative 
and antipruritic activity used especially 
as a topical keratolytic in the treatment 
of acne and other dermatoses. Resorci-
nol may be prepared synthetically by 
fusing phenol or benzene with potas-
sium carbonate or by the distillation 
of Brazilwood extract.

Used externally, resorcinol is an an-
tiseptic and 
disinfectant, 
and is used 
5 to 10% in 
ointments in 
the treatment 
of chronic 
skin diseases 

such as psoriasis, hidradenitis sup-
purativa and eczema of a sub-acute 
character as well as corns, calluses, 
and warts; weaker solutions of re-

sorcinol (25 to 35 g/kg) are useful 
in allaying the itching in erythema-
tous eczema, can be included as an 
anti-dandruff agent in shampoo or in 
sunscreen cosmetics, and is a major 
component in Jessner solutions.

Resorcinol works by helping to re-
move hard, scaly, or roughened skin 
which means it is good at breaking 
down existing blackheads and white-
heads, helping to dissolve existing 
comedones and keeping new ones 
from forming.  It is sometimes com-
bined with other acne medications, 
usually sulfur, and rarely stands 
alone.

Gluconic Acid (D) – An antioxidant poly-
hydroxy acid (PHA) that occurs naturally 
in cells and works in youth-replenishing 
products to plump the skin by hydration.  
Prepaired by fermentation of glu-
cose, whereby the physiological d-
form is produced, gluconic acid is a 
crystalline acid 
obtained from 
glucose by oxida-
tion and occurs 
naturally in fruit, 
honey, kombu-
cha tea, and 
wine where the 
chemical struc-
ture consists of a 
six-carbon chain 
with five hydroxyl 
groups terminat-
ing in a carboxy-
lic acid group. 

A PHA composed of multiple water-
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attracting hydroxyl groups, which hy-
drate the skin and result in enhanced 
degrees of moisturization, gluconic 
acid (also known as gluconolactone) 
is often used in skin bleaching and 
fading products. It is gentle on the 
skin and is good for those with sen-
sitive skin and does not increase 
photo-sensitivity as some other anti-
aging products might. 

Studies have even measured the 
ability of gluconolactone to protect 
against UV radiation-induced dam-
age. Capable of chelating metals 
and scavenging free radicals, glu-
conic acid protects skin from some 
of the damaging effects of UV radia-
tion and is suitable for all skin types. 

Undecylenoyl Phenylalanine – A 
unique skin lightening agent made of natu-
ral amino acids with a lipid-residue used 
primarily in cosmetics and personal care 
products as a skin conditioning agent, 
specifically whitening formulas, to prevent 
skin cells from producing melanin pigmen-
tation. Undecylenoyl phenylalanine 
inhibits skin cells to produce mela-
nin pigments by inhibiting melanin-
stimulating MSH (melanotropin), 
which controls tyrosinase activity (ty-
rosinase being an essential enzyme 
in the production of melanin), mela-
nin (eumalanin) synthesis and mel-
anosome.  Therefore, by preventing 
the production of melanotropin, the 
pigmentation process is reduced 
or halted, effectively lightening age 
spots and dark skin areas.

According to PG Beauty Groom-
ing Science, “In vitro testing shows 
that undecylenoyl phenylalanine 
works differently than other topical 
ingredients for spot reduction. Cur-
rently, niacinamide and N-acetyl glu-
cosamine work by interrupting the 
melanin synthesis pathway. Unde-
cylenoyl phenylalanine works as an 
MSH (melanin stimulating hormone) 
antagonist, preventing the melanin 
synthesis from starting.”

Lotus Japonicus Symbiosome Ex-
tract – With free radical scavenging 
properties, lotus extract promotes skin 
lightening, improves skin tone, and pro-
vides moisturizing benefits. Especially 
revered in Asian cultures, the lotus 
plant is considered to be a plant of 
renowned beauty where the plant, 
roots, leaves, flowers and seeds 
have all found uses in food, health 
and cosmeceuticals. Interestingly, 
the lotus plant is a member of the 
legumes family, plants which are dis-
tinguished by the fact that the fruit-
ing body exists as a bifurcated unit in 
which the seeds are attached along 
the “hinged” portion of the pod. 

Lotus also contains a plant-based 
heme protein called leghemoglo-
bin that very closely mimics human 
globin proteins such as hemoglo-
bin and myoglobin. Leghemoglobin 
has been shown to bind nitric oxide 
strongly and competes with guany-
lyl cyclase for available nitric oxide, 
slowing down the formation of tyrosi-

nase activity. 

COMPOSITION
Alcohol Denat., Salicylic Acid, Re-
sorcinol, Gluconic Acid (D), Aqua 
(Water), Glycerin, Undecylenoyl 
Phenylalanine, Lotus Japonicus 
Symbiosome Extract
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