
Greetings to those of you who have enrolled 
in Carmelo Blandino’s workshops, who will be 

staying in Naples for the first time!

It’s a wonderful town with great accommodations, 
white sand beaches and excellent cuisine. 

Following are a few lodging suggestions in 

north Naples, in close proximity to Carmelo’s 

studio, which is located at 1719 Trade Center 

Way, unit #5, Naples, FL.

Carmelo has also personally provided 

an annotated list of some of the great 

restaurants Naples has to offer.  

Please note: None of the accommodations 

are within walking or biking distance from 

the studio, although they are not far. Most 

are 2-3 miles away but dangerous for biking. 

Uber or a car rental is advised. Past workshop 

participants have successfully shared rides, 

in particular to and from hotels. 

Transportation to purchase or pick up supplies 

at Michael’s or other nearby Naples’ stores 

(see materials list) can be provided by 

someone at the workshop.

BLOSSOMS: February 7-10, February 21-24, March 27-30
PORTRAIT: March 20-22  FIGURATIVE: April 3-6 

Hotels and RestauRants foR Visiting aRtists 

FOR THOSE OF YOU 
WHO RENT A CAR:

•  Southwest Florida 
International 
Airport is a little over 
25 miles from north 
Naples. Uber is also 
available from 
the airport.

•  “Tamiami Trail” is 
short for Tampa to 
Miami, also known as 
Route 41

•  Seagate Drive turns 
into Pine Ridge Road 
east of the Tamiami 
Trail (Route 41)

•  The studio where 
the workshops are 
held is not far from 
Pine Ridge Road.



LODGING SUGGESTIONS:
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Ritz Carlton:

https://tinyurl.com/v4zvenl

Approx. 6 min drive to studio. 
Pool, beach, restaurants, spa, close 
to shopping area and in a great part 
of town. Great spot to ride a bike if 
you wish. Expensive but ritzy.

866-382-0238

Naples Grande:

https://www.naplesgrande.
com/?NCK=8777036856&chebs=-
google_mybiz

Approx. 5 minutes drive to studio. 
Fun spot, a good restaurant, close 
to Waterside shops for convenient 
shopping, on a great part of the 
beach. Close to the Ritz Carlton; 
similar, shared neighborhoods. 
Sunsets are lovely, as are walks 
on the beach. Moderately priced 
for Naples.

855-666-2366

Hilton Naples:

https://www3.hilton.com/en/hotels/
florida/hilton-naples-APFNHHF/
index.html?SEO_id=GMB-HI-APFN-
HHF

Across the street from Waterside 
Shops with 19 restaurants at 
Waterside, within walking distance. 
Workshop participants have stayed 
here and liked it, but it is not on the 
beach. Moderately priced.

833-730-0216 or 239-430-4900

Air BnB or Home Away lodging 
is also available for more homey 
accommodations. Try to stay close 
to North Naples. Downtown Naples 
to the South and Bonita Springs to 
the North are a bit too far to be 
convenient. Trip Advisor also has 
many additional choices in 
North Naples.
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CARMELO’S DINING NOTES:
Lake Park Diner: “Exterior dining 
very casual afternoon and evenings. 
Easy American, organic whole 
foods cuisine.” 
https://www.thelakeparkdiner.com/

La Trattoria Naples: “These guys do 
it right. Easy Italian flair with homey 
dishes. Massimo and Luca are always 
happy to see you and friends of mine. 
They have a real pizzaiola oven and 
baker. Authentic cuisine from Italy. 
Yes, they speak broken English. 
Semi Casual.” 
https://www.latrattorianaples.com/

Molto: “I know we’re in Naples, but 
here you get to step into Rome for 
a short bit. Authentic…straight off 
the boat from only five years ago, 
Francesca and her brother Andrea 
bring you Mamma’s cooking. 
Try their fresh pasta and the meatballs; 
they are the real thing. Not Italian 
American food.” 
https://www.moltonaples.com/

Bha! Bha! Bistro: “Persian, Middle 
eastern / Orient. Clean, hearty, 
flavorful… plenty to choose from 
and prepared with a fine touch.”  
https://bhabhabistro.com/

Kareem’s Kitchen: “Inspired 
Mediterranean food. The chef is from 
Beirut and landed here not too long 
ago. Clean, delicious, easy food with a 
pack of flavor. Easy and semi 
casual dining.” 
https://kareemskitchen.com/

21 Spices: “Indian cuisine to delight 
the senses. The chef here beat out 
Bobby Flay and the rest is history!” 
https://21spicesdining.com/

Namba: “Seafood and Sushi. Wow, I 
was happy to see this little spot open. 
Served and designed in authentic 
Japanese style. No frills or kitty decor. 
It’s all about the food here and the 
quality of the fish. The chef wanted 
something simple in design, like sushi 
itself. However, they are known 
primarily for their Ramen. I would get 
both. BTW: they like to greet 
every customer in Japanese out loud 
so don’t be surprised when you hear 
them shout at you.” 
http://www.nambanaples.com/

USS Nemo: “Great food and busy, busy 
atmosphere; and if you can get a seat, 
treat yourself to the house 
specialty, their Sea Bass. Personal 
friends of mine from back in Quebec. 
Ask for Stephane, Eric or Peter and tell 
them I sent you.” 
https://ussnemorestaurant.com/

“There are many, many more I would 
recommend and I will be happy to of-
fer advice. Around the corner from the 
studio, we also have Cappelli’s 
Trattoria. Stephania is ready to 
prepare fresh Italian food for us from 
her catering business, which she runs 
with her mother, Maria. Great food. We 
can have Stephania set something up 
for lunch for some of you if you wish.

Plenty to choose from!”
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ADDITIONAL, FREE TIME 
SUGGESTIONS:

•  Rent a bike at Big Momma’s Bicycles, 850 Seagate Drive, 
unit F;  239-263-0728

• Visit the Naples Pier in downtown Naples, free

•  Naples Botanical Garden: fabulous garden with a good 
lunch restaurant

•  The Baker Museum: 100 Iconic works from the permanent 
collection including Diego Rivera, Alexander Calder and Roy 
Lichtenstein until July 2020; Monet to Matisse until 
March 22, 2020

•  Artis-Naples: great theater and musical performances

•  Gulf Shore Playhouse: funky but excellent performances at 
good prices

•  5th Ave South, Third St South: great shopping and restaurants 
in downtown Naples

•  Sunset cruises on the Naples Princess: Dinner available, but no 
personal dining reviews for this 

You will also receive a supply list, which will provide you with a 
resource list for materials, which you may choose to bring to the 
workshop. There are also suggestions and advice for those of 
you traveling by plane. Please email (sueetlou1@gmail.com) or 
call Sue Enos (914-217-5948) if you have any questions about any 
aspect of the workshops. 

Looking forward to meeting you,

Ciao e a presto!  
Carmelo
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