
 
 
 

 
Company Overview 

 
 
Who We Are 
 
Earth Friendly Straws (Rochester, NY) - A socially conscious plastic straw alternatives brand 
with a mission: Create Awareness, Enable Change, Be Philanthropic 
 
 
 
How We Got Started 
 
The Earth Friendly Straws brand was brought to life by founder  Michael Schmalbach’s passion 
for nature and his drive to help lead social change. In searching for his next initiative, a beach 
view marred by plastic pollution and the thought that if only more people utilized the metal 
straws his household has been using for years combined to form the genesis moment for what 
would become the socially conscious company that is Earth Friendly Straws. It was time to put 
his experience to work on a project whose mission was to spur change and give back to 
environmentally focused charities and nonprofit organizations in a meaningful and sustainable 
fashion. 
 
 
 
What We Are Trying To Achieve 
 
Our Mission: 

• Create Awareness of the damage disposable plastic straws are causing our planet, its 
oceans and the animals that call them home. 
 

• Enable Change by providing quality green products that are earth friendly, reusable, and 
help people stop using plastic straws. 
 

• Be Philanthropic by donating a portion of sales to help fund a variety of organizations that 
are working to spread awareness of the issue as well as clean and conserve our precious 
environment for future generations. 

 
 
 
 
 



Key Partnerships 

Member of onepercentfortheplanet.org 

Founder & CEO of Earth Friendly Straws, Michael Schmalbach, described their decision to join 
the movement, "As a socially conscious business, supporting a collection of non-profit partners 
that align with our goals is at the core of our company’s mission. Our strategic partnership with 
1% for the Planet provides not only stewardship of our giving strategies, but accountability that 
we are meeting our philanthropic goals." 

“We are thrilled to welcome Earth Friendly Straws to our global network,” said Kate Williams, 
CEO of 1% for the Planet. “Currently, only 3% of total philanthropy goes to the environment and, 
only 3% of that comes from businesses. We need more business like Earth Friendly Straws to 
do its valuable part to increase giving and support on the ground outcomes.” 

How We Are Different 

Earth Friendly Straws is a socially conscious company working to reduce and remove plastic 
pollution from our environment. We believe there is untapped potential in our economy to create 
sustainable change in the space that resides in-between for profit companies and their nonprofit 
counterparts. We exist and grow not only to provide our customers with quality products, 
support our vendors and create jobs but also to follow a business model that allows us to 
continually support nonprofit environmental organizations that align with our goals. Harnessing 
capitalism to power social and environmental change, not just profits! 

Leadership 

Founder & CEO: Michael Schmalbach 

Experience: https://www.linkedin.com/in/schmalbach/ 

Overview: Michael is an eBusiness veteran with over 20 years experience planning, building, 
managing and providing strategic guidance for large scale online properties. His experience has 
spanned working in both agency capacities and as in-house management for businesses 
ranging from early start-ups to Fortune 500 companies. The last decade plus of his career has 
focused on online marketing strategies and ecommerce platform implementation projects. Prior 
campaigns and ecommerce projects have included both B2B platforms as well as nationally 
recognized B2C brands. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/schmalbach/


Contact Info 

Website: www.earthfriendlystraws.com 

Email: pr@EarthFriendlyStraws.com 

http://www.earthfriendlystraws.com/
mailto:pr@EarthFriendlyStraws.com

