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VISUAL AURORA OBSERVATION FORMS

During the International Geophysical Year (I.G.Y.) of 1957-8 global. coordinated visual observerations of the aurora were carrier out by obsevers suppied with visual
aurora observation forms on 4x6” cards which could be filled out and mailed to collection centres. The information from thousands of observation cards was used to
create synoptic surveys (maps) of auroral activity across continents, providing some of the first big-picture data on visual aurora.

THE TOP SECTION is a faithful reproduction of the front of one of these forms. which can be quickly filled out on-site by an observer. the sky split into 4 quadrants.
THE BOTTOM SECTION is a faithful reproduction of the simplified auroral forms and labelling conventions used to fill out the forms. The activity and motion
annotations were added later on as an evolution of the original format.

NOTE: DO NOT MAIL THESE FORMS TO THE ADDRESS LISTED. THE ADDRESS IS REPRODUCED FOR HISTORICAL INTEREST ONLY
TO LOG AN AURORA SIGHTING IN THE 21ST CENTURY VISIT AURORASAURUS.ORG

REFERENCES: https://ui.adsabs.harvard.edu/abs/1957JRASC..51..186M. https://ui.adsabs.harvard.edu/abs/1964JRASC..58....1G
CREDIT: This digital reproduction hand drawn by Jeremy Kuzub for Capture North Project as a historical art project
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