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Seanad Éireann,  
Leinster House,  
Kildare Street, Dublin 2. 

TO ALL OF OUR FRONTLINE 
WORKERS WHO HAVE DONE  

SUCH A FANTASTIC JOB  
DURING THE PANDEMIC

Winter Newsletter

It’s an honour to represent Ballinasloe and 
the West of Ireland in the Seanad. I’ve had the 
opportunity to speak on many topics, particularly 
the urgent need for jobs in our town, investment 
in Portiuncula and our response to Covid-19.

It’s a difficult time with this pandemic and people 
are anxious, businesses are struggling with 
lockdown and restrictions have changed how we 
live day-to-day. Covid-19 is impacting our lives 
hugely and we look forward to having access to 
vaccines. Supports are being put in place to help 
businesses and community groups – do apply 
and further details on back page.

The Ballinasloe Says No team are active again 
as a new permit has been submitted for the 
waste transfer station in town. We need your 
support to make submissions and fight for the 
future of our town.

My office is located on Society St. and I am 
recruiting a part-time assistant who will be based 
here and working with people on queries and 
representations – more information on  
www.aislingdolan.org. Thank you for your 
support over the past year and I look forward  
to being your representative and a Strong Voice 
and New Vision for our area.

I wish a very Happy Christmas to you and your 
family, and as always, if there are any issues 
that I can be of assistance with, please do not 
hesitate to contact me.

Aisling

Welcome 

  Senator Aisling

 DOLAN

New Build for Scoil 
An Chroí Naofa,  
Ballinasloe

***Photo pre-Covid

Scoil An Chroi Naofa 
with from L - Deputy 
Principal Edel Moriarty, 
Home School Liaison 
Officer (HSCL) Aoife 
O'Grady, Principal 
Christine O'Connor & 
Senator Aisling Dolan.

We are 20 years waiting for a school since the 
amalgamation of the boys and girls national school in 
2000. These buildings date to the 1960s and are not 
fit for purpose with heating, insulation issues as well 
as children having to cross the road with buildings on either side. Design 
plans are being submitted to the Department of Education. As Seanad 
Spokesperson on Education, I’m working closely with the Department of 
Education and Galway County Council as well as Principal Christine O’Connor 
and teachers in the school to accelerate this build.

Seanad Éireann
I was delighted that the Tánaiste Leo Varadkar TD appointed me as 
Spokesperson for Education, Further & Higher Education, Research & 
Innovation where I will work with Minister Simon Harris TD who is over this 
new Department, Minister of Education Norma Foley and Minister of State 
Josepha Madigan over Special Education & 
Inclusion. In this role, I’m engaging with primary 
and secondary schools in the area as well as third 
level and further education. As a member of the 
Education Committee, I’ve had the opportunity 
to speak on increased places at third level, 
apprenticeships for businesses, opportunities for training as well as the 
Leaving Cert Calculated Grading System and the School Meals Programme. 

Seanad Éireann, Leinster House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2.   01 618 3902   
 086 369 0719    aisling.dolan@oireachtas.ie   www.aislingdolan.org        

Following the loss of jobs 
at Aptar, I will work with the 
Tánaiste and employment 
agencies on crucial 
investment into Ballinasloe.
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€8.1 million for 
Galway-Athlone 
Cycleway

 Senator Aisling 

DOLAN

Ballinasloe Swimming Pool is an essential amenity for our town and surrounding 
areas. Swimming is for all ages and all abilities; over 40 schools use Ballinasloe 
Swimming Pool, as well as disability groups. I have raised this in the Seanad and I 
have received commitments from Minister Peter Burke with responsibility for Local 
Government and Planning that supports will be provided to Galway County Council 
to cover loss of income with Covid and to ensure our swimming pool stays open.

Keeping our  
Swimming
Pool Open

It is great to see recent Government 
funding of €4 million to design the route. 
€4 million to build a bridge dedicated to 
walkers & cyclists across the Shannon 
and one step closer to Ballinasloe!

Up to 5 routes will be presented at the next round of public 
consultation in January 2021 and we need your support 
for routes to Ballinasloe. With over 600 submissions on the 
full route and 200 submitted through our office in town, we 
know that Ballinasloe has a lot to offer. Working with our 
community by consensus we can have a cycleway for the 
benefit of all - it will transform our town.

There has been a fantastic team effort 
working with Ballinasloe Area Community 
Development (BACD), Town Team & 
Christmas Lights group to achieve funding 
through Towns & Villages and Leader for 
new Christmas Lights. Thank you to all 
the businesses sponsoring prizes for the 
Christmas Raffle – tickets are a great gift 
for Christmas and supporting the town as 
well! Log onto shopballinasloe.ie before 
18th Dec and get into the Christmas spirit.

CHRISTMAS 
LIGHTS
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Making  
Ballinasloe  
SHINE!
Over 90 businesses applied for the 
Streetscape Enhancement Programme 
including painting, signage and shopfronts in 
Ballinasloe. Galway County Council confirmed 
notifications will issue by start of December. 

The high uptake and commitment of match 
funding in the most challenging of times 
with Covid-19 Lockdowns is incredible. 
Let’s play our part by Shopping Local for 
Christmas. Every euro spent at home 
makes a difference to the creation of jobs.

Winter Newsletter

Investment in  
Portiuncula Hospital
Portiuncula Hospital continues to face huge challenges with lack of space. 
Funds have been allocated to move Outpatients to an external modular unit 
to allow an extra 13 single en-suite rooms to deal with Covid-19 patients ,with 
a timeline of March 2021. Ministerial commitments in the Seanad note 25th 
May 2021 scheduled completion date for Enabling Works of the 50 bed unit with 
tenders for Stage 2 construction underway and works planned from June 2021.

Broadband 
Ballinasloe –
• In Top 5 Areas for 

Immediate Deployment

Speaking at a Joint Oireachtas Committee 
on Transport, National Broadband Ireland 
(NBI) confirmed that Ballinasloe is one 
of five areas prioritized for deployment 
out of 227 national area. 3,307 premises 
are scheduled for connection by mid 
2021 and NBI information leaflets will 
be delivered by the end of November. 
Ensuring state-of-the-art broadband 
infrastructure is crucial for our schools, 
businesses, marts, working from home 
and to attract investment.

***Photo pre-Covid 
with General Manager 
James Keane, 
Director of Nursing 
and Midwifery, Marita 
Fogarty, Minister 
Paschal Donohoe.

Last year over 2,000 people in town supported the campaign against a waste 
facility in Ballinasloe and Galway County Council declined the permit for a waste 
transfer station. We also won in the High Court in 2018. Now, there has been a third 
application for a waste facility and we need your help again.

Our vision to make Ballinasloe a place to live, a place to work and a place to visit. 
Ballinasloe Says No to hundreds of trucks, air pollution and damage to our environment.

Follow on facebook @ballinasloesaysno

Ballinasloe says NO campaign

-  €40,000 has been allocated to 
Ballinasloe Area Community 
Development

- Support local businesses trading 
online ShopBallinasloe.ie

-  Pilot Parklet clusters to support  
on-street trading

-  Christmas Festival Experience

Town & Village 
Renewal Scheme
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Scheme Who Can Apply How Much Where

Covid Restrictions 
Support Scheme (CRSS) Businesses  & Self-Employed Up to €5,000  

per week
Revenue  - Deadline 31st March 2021  
www.ros.ie

Enterprise Support Grant Self-Employed Once Off €1,000 Intreo Office

Short-Time Work Support Employees on a Temporary 
Shorter Week Standard Intreo Office

www.mywelfare.ie 

Covid-19 Business Loans Businesses – less than 10 
employees/ under €2m Turnover €5,000-€25,000 www.microfinanceireland.ie 

Online Trading Voucher Small businesses  
can apply twice €2,500

https://www.localenterprise.ie/
Galway/Financial-Supports/Trading-
Online-Voucher/

Apprenticeship & Training

Apprenticeship  
Incentivisation

Any Employer –  
58 apprentice programmes Up to €3,000 Solas Deadline: 30th June 2021

www.Apprenticeship.ie

Training: 8 week mentor programme SMEs with 5+ employees FREE Skillsnet Ireland
www.mentorswork.ie

Springboard+  
Part-time max 12 months. 380 courses

All applicants – employed, 
unemployed, returning to work FREE or subsidised www.springboardcourses.ie

eCollege All applicants FREE due to Covid-19 www.ecollege.ie

Further Info - https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/ https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/
COVID-19-supports/Skills-for-business.html

 Senator Aisling 

DOLAN

COV I D  S U PP O R T  SC H E M E S

Enterprise Centres €50,000  
win for BACD Team
Balllinasloe Area Community 
Development (BACD) are 
a crucial support to our 
businesses and communities. 
They provide space, 
connectivity, dynamic networking opportunities, mentoring 
and support. With €50,000, BACD can develop a Covid-19 
recovery plan and develop new supports for start-ups & 
businesses for the next 6-12 months.

Working closely with 

Cathaoirleach
Cllr Peter
KEAVENEY
and all Councillors
for the Ballinasloe 
Municipal District

M: 087-2533098
E: pkeaveney@cllr.galwaycoco.ie

€500k for 
Ballinasloe 
Active & 
Smart Travel 
Measures
• Cycleways on the old  

Dublin-Galway Road

• Upgrade footpaths on 
Shannonbridge Road  
& Derrymullen

• Pedestrian Crossing 
near Portiuncula

• New footpaths on 
Burma Road near 
Green (Harris Road)  
& Jubilee Street

Keeping Each Other Safe
By washing hands, wearing masks & 2m distance - we can 
all make a difference. Parents - Don’t forget to book an 
appointment now with your GP for children’s nasal spray 
for winter flu. Free for 2-12 yr olds.

Seanad Éireann, Leinster House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2.   
 01 618 3902   086 369 0719   aisling.dolan@oireachtas.ie  
 www.aislingdolan.org        
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