
‘I keep thee securely’ (Revelations of 
Divine Love, Julian of Norwich)
These words have provided an 
anchor during this last year when 
our world seems to have been 
turned upside down. Julian’s 
writings have brought many people 
comfort and reassurance during 
this Covid pandemic. The parallels 
between Julian’s times of plague 
with thousands dying chime with 
our current world situation. Her life 
as an anchorite, living alone and 
of fixed abode, has drawn many to 
read or reread her words, seeking 
a connection with our present day 
experiences of lockdown. Julian’s 
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phrase, ‘God did not say “You will 
not be tempest tossed” but “You will 
never be overcome,” provides us with 
surety and hope.  

This has been a year where we have 
all been shaken from our normal 
patterns of life and prompted to 
take a long look at ourselves and 
our actions. It has challenged us to 
change and adapt for our own good 
and for the good of others, giving up 
things we hold most dear. It’s seemed 
like a Lent that lasts for three hundred 
and sixty five days rather than forty!  
If we clamber to return to life just as 
it was it will be a year wasted. Can we 
use our experiences and insights to 
improve the way in which we choose 
to live as once more we are able to 
embrace our family and friends?

The Friends of Julian have, alongside 
everyone else, had to change their 
plans this year cancelling live events. 
This has provided us with an amazing 
opportunity to try new ways of 
connecting with you, our Members. 
Trustees meetings moved online 
enabling us to operate in a year 
when so many decisions had to be 
made. The Julian Festival had to be 
cancelled and the AGM postponed.  
We sent out an extra newsletter at 
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a time when we felt people were 
marooned in lockdown. Realising that 
‘meeting in person’ for our 2020 AGM 
was not possible, the Trustees agreed 
to hold the Friends of Julian’s AGM 
online. We saw this as an opportunity 
for people to join us who would 
normally find journeying to Norwich 
difficult or impossible for reasons 
ranging from distance to disability. 

A lot of effort was put into making 
the AGM more than just a meeting but 
also an opportunity for a ‘virtual’ visit 
to the site of Julian’s anchorhold, with 
time for contemplation and prayer.  
Those who joined us gave us good 
feedback. As we still cannot hold a 
traditional Julian Festival in Norwich 
again this year, we hope many of 
you will take the opportunity to join 
us on line for the Eucharist in the 
morning and the Julian Lecture given 
by Vincent Gillespie, Tolkien Professor 
of English Literature, Oxford, in the 
afternoon on Saturday 8th May.  
Due to the nature of an AGM with 
specific requirements, the Trustees 
decided that it was expedient to hold 
the Friends of Julian AGM later, on 
Thursday 10th June at 7pm, inviting 
you all to ‘zoom’ into Julian’s Norwich 
from all over the world.

The Autumn Retreat led by Mirabai 
Starr resulted in part to introducing 
Julian to a new audience. When the 
online Julian Lent Course, based 
on Sheila Upjohn’s new book, was 
advertised, over 260 people signed 
up to participate. During this year we 
have learnt, that to fulfil the Friends 
of Julian’s objective to ‘further the 
knowledge of Julian and her writings’, 
we need to continue to develop our 
Julian website and continue to offer 
online events. There are however 
many Friends eagerly awaiting 

times when we can once more have 
live events, so plans are afoot to 
have an in-person two day autumn 
conference/retreat in Norwich, led by 
Emma Pennington.

By the autumn we hope that 
refurbishment work on All Hallows 
House and the Julian Centre will 
be completed, enabling the Julian 
Campus to be fully functioning.  
This has been a challenging time to 
further a complex project. The good 
news is that progress is being made.  
Frustratingly there have been many 
delays. Looking forward, there are 
various posts and roles to be filled, 
both in helping in the smooth running 
of the Julian Campus and also in 
furthering the outreach of the Friends.  
If you would like to be involved 
is some way, either in Norwich or 
volunteering in your home area, 
please get in touch with us.

Reports come in daily about Covid 
restrictions changing around the 
globe. While some are going into 
lockdown, for others freer times are 
on the horizon. We all look back with 
nostalgia to a time when we could 
meet and hug friends and family. 
Should we just long for a return to the 
old ways or should we be looking for 
a new life that encompasses the best 
of the past while learning from these 
difficult times? Can the message of 
Christ’s Crucifixion and Resurrection, 
so powerfully portrayed in Julian’s 
writings, also prompt and guide us as 
we attempt to create a new future?  
Imagine that future reflecting the 
compassion and endless love shown 
to us by God! Let us all, with the help 
of God, share the love and joy of 
Easter through our actions, words and 
prayers.

Message from the Chair, Shirley Buxton, continued
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With both religious and educational 
objectives, the charity brings together 
the Friends of Julian of Norwich, 
Norwich Cathedral, the Parish of 
Timberhill, the Diocese of Norwich, 
the Community of All Hallows and 
other interested parties to shape the 
life and witness of the site around St 
Julian’s Church and the Lady Julian’s 
Cell, which we’re calling the ‘Julian 
campus’.

The charity was formally registered 
with the Charity Commission on 
St Andrew’s Day last year (charity 
number 1192577), and is managed 
by a body of trustees including 
representatives from each of the 
founding partners. The Friends’ 
representative is Howard Green.  
The Chair of the Trustees is Angela 
Robson, the Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
of the Norwich University of the Arts, 
who has lived in Norfolk since 2003 
and brings significant strategic and 
financial acumen to the Partnership.  
She will be looking forward to 
meeting many Friends in due course 
when we are able to gather again. At 
the time of writing, the Trustees are 

seeking a Clerk and a Treasurer (both 
volunteer positions) to help give the 
Partnership an outstanding start as 
the necessary systems and procedures 
are put in place. The day to day 
leadership of life at the campus is the 
responsibility of the Priest Director, 
who is also the Parish Priest.

The creation of the Partnership 
gives impetus to the regeneration 
and renewal of the campus. The 
Partnership will hold the lease for 
both All Hallows House and the 
Julian Centre, the Community of 
All Hallows remaining the landlord, 
and the church and churchyard will, 
of course, continue to be under the 
oversight of the Parish of Timberhill.  
But our emphasis is very much on 
partnership working, since we’re all 
conscious that we can achieve so 
much more together than would be 
possible for disparate groups which 
can sometimes dissipate energy and 
inadvertently cause a loss of focus.  
Conversation at every stage and real 
efforts in mutual understanding will be 
key to making all this work – but such 
partnership is a Gospel imperative for 

Friends will know by now that changes are afoot here in Norwich, 
where many conversations about the future over recent years, 
together with fresh circumstances, have borne fruit in the 
formation of the Julian of Norwich Partnership, a new charity.

CHANGES AFOOT
BY THE PRIEST DIRECTOR, FR RICHARD STANTON
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Christians, not an optional extra.

All Hallows House, faithfully served 
since the 1960s by much-loved Sisters 
of the Community of All Hallows 
(and, for a time in the 1990s, the 
Community of the Sacred Passion) 
has been vacant and unable to 
receive guests since the departure 
of Sister Pamela CAH to Mull in 
February 2018. We are giving the 
house a much-needed facelift, aided 
by generous financial support from 
the Community of All Hallows (who 
have been involved with mission 
work at St Julian’s since 1884) and 
overseen by Charles Thurston, the 
Diocesan Surveyor for the Diocese of 
Norwich. Work to straighten out the 
gardens and improve the drainage 
has been done during the winter, 
windows will be replaced within the 
next couple of weeks, and by Easter 
we hope builders will have moved 
on site to undertake refurbishment 
work, including widening doorways, 
enlarging the kitchen to create a 
kitchen-diner, creating an accessible 
ground floor bedroom, and other 
improvements. A flat (with sitting 
room, kitchen, bathroom and 
bedroom) will be created on the 
first floor of the House for a live-in 
House Steward, who will be recruited 
later this year: keep an eye out for 
advertising and do pass it on to 
anyone who might be interested.

Some more modest improvements 
and alterations will also be made 
to the Julian Centre next door, to 
upgrade our facilities and to provide 
interpretative material to help visitors 
learn more about Julian. You, the 
Friends of Julian of Norwich, are 
providing significant financial backing 
to enable this work to take place, 
and are also contributing the same 
amount for furnishings and fittings at 

All Hallows House, as well as making 
a contribution towards the stipend 
of the Priest Director to fund the 
provision of ministry at the site – cash 
support totalling some £56,000. 
All this is an invaluable contribution 
towards the future flourishing of this 
place which is loved and treasured 
around the world, and just one 
tangible expression of the intrinsic 
role which the Friends play in this 
flourishing now and in the future.

When the Centre reopens, volunteers 
will continue to be key to its work 
and to the welcoming of guests and 
visitors, developing and furthering 
the indispensable part played by 
volunteers in the Centre particularly 
over the past five years. There will, 
inevitably, be some changes to the 
way volunteering works, and it will 
not be under the management of the 
Friends as in recent years, but my 
hope is that many local Friends will 
continue to express their appreciation 
of the spiritual witness of Julian of 
Norwich by giving some of their time 
to volunteer in the Centre and across 
the site.

At St Julian’s Church itself there is 
a daunting list of work which we 
must undertake following some 
years of deferred maintenance. The 
Lady Julian’s Cell was redecorated 
last summer, funded by a generous 
gift from the Friends, and in the 
near future we must also complete 
the wholesale replacement of the 
church heating system (which finally 
collapsed and was condemned 
last January), the provision of 
adequate drainage to address the 
constant problem of damp, and 
the redecoration of the church 
interior. These will, clearly, be costly 
undertakings and we will need to 
secure financial support from outside 
since the sums required are beyond 
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our own resources. Any support 
that you might be able to give will 
be warmly and thankfully received, 
particularly if you have contacts who 
might help us to access grant funding.

Buildings can consume a lot of time 
and energy, but our real interest is in 
the work of the Gospel and in people, 
so the provision of adequate ministry 
is also crucial to the development of 
our life and witness. We were very 
pleased, therefore, to announce in 
January that Edwin Wilton-Morgan 
has been appointed to serve his 
curacy at Norwich Cathedral, under 
the care of the Dean and Chapter, 
but with a particular ministerial focus 
at St Julian’s and the Julian Campus, 
where he will play a significant role 
in developing our mission not only 
to visitors and pilgrims but, just as 
importantly, to the local area where 
massive regeneration in recent years 
offers many opportunities for real 
engagement and service. Edwin is 
currently in his third year of formation 
at Westcott House, Cambridge, and 
will, God willing, be ordained Deacon 
at Norwich Cathedral just before St 

Peter’s Day this June. Please pray for 
him, that he may be a faithful and 
loving pastor and servant.

The pandemic has inevitably delayed 
and disrupted many of our plans, and 
progress since early 2020 has been 
slow and complex, but I hope you will 
agree that we are moving forward 
steadily with our hopes to generate 
at the Julian campus a renewed and 
vibrant centre of worship, prayer, 
education and hospitality as we 
prepare for the 650th anniversary of 
the Shewings in 2023. I look forward 
to welcoming many of you in the 
coming months. The Friends are 
remembered daily at Evening Prayer 
in St Julian’s (6pm), and the regular 
celebration of the Eucharist is of 
course the heart of everything we 
do.  Please support us as generously 
as you can with your prayers, your 
practical help and your giving. As we 
walk once more with our Lord along 
the Way of Sorrows, may he help us 
to recognise in his Cross the source of 
life and peace, so that we may come 
with him to the joy of Easter and be 
faithful witnesses of his Resurrection.
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TURNING OVER A NEW LEAF

Grace Warrack gives the title of the 
book in which the extract is to be 
found: Auserlesene Beschreibungen 
Heiliger Seelen which may be translated 
as Selected Biographies of Blessed 
Souls. Warrack writes that this 
Biography is found in Volume 3 of the 
third edition, published in 1784, and 
starting on page 252.

My German is rather rusty. Like most 
of you, I suspect, German was taught 
at my school as a written rather than 
a spoken language, as was Italian, 
Russian, and Spanish, and so on my 
holidays to Germany, Austria and 
Switzerland, I had to imagine what 
I needed to say was written down 
before I spoke! 

French escaped and we had 
conversational French as an extra in 

In the Front Matter to her edition of Revelations of Divine Love, 
Grace Warrack refers to Tersteegen who ‘gives a long extract 
from Julian’s book.’ Now, who was Tersteegen and why is the 
‘long extract’ so very important?

FROM THE REFERENCE LIBRARY:

6

years 10 and 11, and ‘A level’. (One of 
our masters taught Russian to a Polish 
boy who had come to England and in 
return was taught Polish by the boy!) 
And, so, a dear friend of mine, Roger 
Rayner, translated the whole of the 
extract, all 24 pages of it.

Gerhard Tersteegen (1697-1769) I 
discovered, was a German poet and 
hymn writer. What is extraordinary is 
the fact that Tersteegen belonged to 
the Reformed church in Germany and 
was probably a Lutheran. 

To think that Julian of Norwich’s 
writings come down to us not only 
through no more than a handful of 
manuscripts in Middle English, but 
also the fact that lengthy extracts 
from her Long Text in German – 
Neuhochdeutsch, Early New High 
German, to be specific – by a 
Protestant are available in print and 
online is, frankly, mind boggling! What 
else is out there, we wonder?

All this information is now to be found 
in a file titled ‘The Eighteenth-Century 
Reception of Julian of Norwich’ 
(alongside papers on Peter Poiret, 
Francis Blomefield (who some of 
you – especially those of you living 
in Norfolk – will have heard of), and 
George Ballard, all of whose writings 
can be found online) and so, in 
addition to all the books we have at 
the Julian Centre, for loan and for 
reference, we also have a mounting 
number of fascinating files in our 
Archive to be proud of!   
Fr Luke CJN, ObJN

Dame Julian by Cathleen Fortune



The lease that the Friends held on the Julian Centre ended a couple of years 
ago. Since then the All Hallows Trust continued to issue us with a number of 
short term leases, enabling us to continue until the new Julian Partnership took 
over the lease for the Julian Centre and All Hallows House. Developing the 
Julian Campus was a project too vast for the Friends of Julian to tackle alone 
but we are playing an active role in the Julian Partnership.  

By March 2020, volunteers had been running the Julian Centre for four years. 
The fifth year proved very different. The first lockdown seemed to last an 
eternity and as restrictions eased, there were many changes and challenges 
needed to reopen. The safety of volunteers and visitors was uppermost in our 
minds. A high proportion of our volunteers were among those ‘shielding’. It 
was with heavy hearts we decided we could only open on certain days of the 
week and could not offer our usual hospitality. The need for social distancing 
impacted the numbers we could have in the Centre at any one time and 
Perspex shields were erected. Visitors came but the numbers and profile 
changed; no more large groups or overseas visitors; just local people stumbled 
across the Julian Centre on their daily walk and folk on staycations visited.

During the second lockdown we closed to the public and stock-taking was 
done in preparation for the handover to the Partnership. The Julian Centre 
reopened for the three-week run-up to Christmas. Shirley and Howard met 
with members of the Partnership to discuss work that needed doing: replacing 
single glazed windows; replacing the flat roof; redecoration of the entrance; 
improved wall displays; a new carpet and, if funds allowed, replacing some 
furniture. We arranged to share relevant procedural and safety documents.  

Post-Christmas was a frantic rush to finalise the stock-taking while allocating 
what needed to be packed up and stored elsewhere. This would be ready to 
sell online through the Friends of Julian eBay site, which is now functioning, 
and the planned shop on our website, also the book stall in St Julian’s Church. 
The surge in Covid cases dictated that only one person could be in the Centre 
to do this! The beginning of January arrived. The shelves were cleared, the keys 
handed over and a good range of stock stored ready to be unpacked when the 
Julian Campus reopens.

It just remains for us to offer a huge THANK YOU to everyone who has 
volunteered over the past five years.and to all of our wonderful visitors.  

JULIAN CENTRE 
REPORT

The Julian Centre is currently closed, as it was for much of last 
year due to Covid. But now it’s for more exciting reasons... 
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1. The Objects of the Friends of Julian of Norwich
The Charity’s objects (“the objects”) are to advance the education of the public 
in the Shrine of Lady Julian of Norwich and to advance religion by promoting 
and furthering the work of the Shrine of Lady Julian of Norwich.

In furtherance of the above the Friends shall:

(a)  increase public awareness and knowledge of the life and writings of Julian   
       of Norwich;

(b)  increase public awareness of the Julian cell and encourage visits;

(c)  foster spirituality:

 (i)  engage in regular prayer

 (ii)  provide financial support for the upkeep and maintenance of the  
 Julian cell or such other religious or secular organisations promoting  
 Julian of Norwich or spirituality in general

 (iii)  provide facilities for pilgrims and other visitors

 (iv)  provide and maintain a reference library of books on Julian and  
 on spirituality in general

 (v)  make available for purchase books on Julian and on spirituality

 (vi)  produce or assist in the production of literature on Julian

 (vii)  publish a newsletter for members

 (viii)  promote scholarship, preaching, study and research on Julian

 (ix)  give or arrange for talks and lectures to be given on Julian

 (x)  assist in maintaining and improving the Julian cell.

THE FRIENDS OF JULIAN OF NORWICH
Report May 2020 – May 2021

8



In accordance with our Constitution two members of the Board of Trustees 
retire each year, but can be willing to stand again for election. If any Member 
who would wish to bring their skills to the Trusteeship as we embark on our 
new Partnership, please contact our Secretary: howard.green@julianofnorwich.
org by Monday 24th May, 2021.

3. Trustees & Executive Committee
Rev Richard Stanton – Parish Priest in charge of the Julian Campus  
Shirley Buxton CJN (Chair)        
Peter Colback    
Gill Dascombe 
Revd Robert Fruehwirth 
Howard Green (Secretary)    
Sally-Anne Lomas  
Felicity Maton 
Lesley Mitchell   
Fred Thompson CJN     

2. Membership, March 2021

The Julian Centre, St Julian’s Alley, Rouen Road, Norwich, NR1 1QT 
Tel: 01603 767380 (not taking calls during pandemic) Email: contact@julianofnorwich.org 
www.julianofnorwich.org    ebay.co.uk/usr/friendsofjulianofnorwich    
Reg Charity 289918

At present there are 1,061 members worldwide.  We are pleased to know that 
local groups are making contact with each other and holding online gatherings.  
If Friends from any country or region want us to facilitate contact with each 
other, please let our Secretary know: howardgreen@julianofnorwich.org. 
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DON’T FORGET....
...check out our new website for the latest news and developments: 
www.julianofnorwich.org 



SATURDAY 12th SEPTEMBER 2020  7.30PM (BST) MS Teams Live Event

1. Apologies Written apologies had been received from Fr. Jonathan Elcock 
and Andrew Thomson.

2. Minutes of last AGM MAY 2019 (circulated in the Mid Year Newsletter 2020)
There were no comments. The minutes were formally approved as an accurate 
record of the AGM.

3. Matters Arising There were no matters arising from the minutes.

4. ANNUAL ACCOUNTS & TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT MAY 2019-MAY 
2020 (circulated in the Mid Year Newsletter 2020)
The Treasurer, Jenni Hancock presented her report. She explained that, 
following examination, the reference library acquisitions from the Rebecca 
Hussey book grant were now recorded as assets rather than expenditure.  Jenni 
thanked Nicholas Fudge for his work examining the accounts.

The annual accounts and report were formally accepted at the meeting.

5. ELECTION OF NEW MEMBERS TO BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Shirley Buxton thanked retiring trustees Canon Hilary Wakeman and Canon Peter 
Doll for their commitment and contributions to the Friends of Julian. 

Nominations for new positions had been received from 

o  Gill Dascombe from Bolton UK    o  Revd. Robert Fruehwirth from North    
Carolina USA o  Lesley Mitchell (co-opted 2019) from Norwich UK.

THE FRIENDS OF 
JULIAN OF NORWICH
Minutes of the Virtual 
Annual General Meeting

NAME   STATUS and SENIORITY (IN YRS)

1. Rev Richard Stanton Priest for St John’s Timberhill with St Julian’s     Ex Officio
2. A member of the: Community of All Hallows       Ex Officio
3. Shirley Buxton  1 Elected        1
4. Peter Colback  2 Elected         1 
5. GIll Dascombe  3 Elected        0
6. Revd Robert Fruehwirth 4 Elected       0
7. Howard Green  5 Elected        2
8. Sally-Anne Lomas 6 Elected       2
9. Felicity Maton  Co-opted       Co-opted
10. Lesley Mitchell  7 Elected       0
11. Fred Thompson, CJN 8 Elected       2

All were unanimously approved by the meeting. The next meeting of Trustees on 
20th October 2020 will elect new officers. 

Following that Meeting the position of the Trustees is now as follows:
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AGENDA of AGM  Thursday, 10th June at 7pm British Summer Time
1.  Apologies  
2.  Minutes of last AGM   
3.  Matters arising    
4. To receive and consider the accounts for the year ended 31 December 2020, 
together with the Trustees’ Annual Report  
5. To elect members of the Board of Trustees  
6. Appointment of Financial Examiner  
7. AOB
Notification of any further topics to the Secretary by Thursday May 27th 2021: 
howard.green@julianofnorwich.org

6. RE-APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR
Jenni Hancock proposed that Nicholas Fudge be appointed for the following 
year. Unanimously approved by the meeting.

Shirley Buxton ended the AGM Meeting by thanking all volunteers and 
Trustees for their time and commitment, especially Peter Colback and 
Howard Green for their hard work in organising our first ‘virtual’ meeting, and 
the many hours taken to create our new website. 

Note: These Minutes will be needed for those attending the Virtual AGM on 
Thursday 10th June 2021 

THE FRIENDS OF  
JULIAN OF NORWICH 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2021
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As well as the AGM on 10th June, we hope to have a video of ‘Julian’s Norwich’ 
– a tour around sites known to Julian. Also a time of meditation. Do please  
consider attending if the time suits you (apologies to our antipodean Friends):

 New York 14.00     

 San Francisco 11.00    

 Sydney 04.00 (Friday 11th June)

For the invitation to attend please visit the website closer to the time:   
www.julianofnorwich.org 

Microsoft Teams Live Stream,  
Thursday, 10th June, 19:00 British Summer Time



I can thankfully report that, despite a difficult year, the Friends of Julian of 
Norwich accounts for 2020 show a surplus. 
COVID-19 Lockdown restrictions greatly reduced our ability to open the Julian 
Centre, resulting in reduced income from both sales and ad hoc donations. We 
are, however, blessed with continued support from Friends and Companions for 
which we are extremely grateful. Less activity also brought lower outgoings, as 
we had less need to replace stock and running costs were naturally reduced.  

Looking ahead, with the Julian Centre under the care of the Julian Partnership, 
we have embraced virtual selling channels. Our eBay shop is open once more 
and work is underway to offer Julian-related merchandise via our new website. 
Until our online shop is fully operational, we will need the generous support of 
our Friends and Companions. 

TREASURER’S REPORT Jenni Hancock

Bookstall

SURPLUS for the year  

TOTAL EXPENSES

Running Expenses (eg utilities, website,  
centre maintenance)

Charitable activities (eg newsletter, festival) 

Other expenses (eg promotion, postage)

Credit Card, ebay & Paypal charges

Purchase of Stock 

EXPENDITURE

£73.63

£7,262.12

£806.44

£5,881.17

£472.93

£14,689.46

£1,506.91

£7,080.28

Miscellaneous income

TOTAL RECEIPTS

£45,148.42

£8,468.82

£21,398.84

£0.00

£50.00

£53,617.24

2019

£26,066.79

£7,773.62

£12,043.43

£33,840.41

£96.88

£11,810.43

2019

INCOME

THE FRIENDS OF JULIAN INCOME & EXPENDITURE

Legacy gift 

Conference, Courses & Festival

Bank Interest  

Sales

Friends’ subscriptions, donations,  
Companions' gifts  

2020

£16,524.35

£91.21

£2,291.95

£327.48

£32,729.09£7,435.00

£172.42

£377.13

£0.00

£13,239.15

2019

Local Government Support Grants

£1,603.09£709.40
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COMPANIONS’ UPDATE

Companions commit themselves 
to praying for individuals, for the 
communities where they live and for 
the ‘world’, so this has clearly been a 
time when there has been much to 
pray about.

Julian lived in very traumatic times, 
but she was available and attentive 
to everyone who came to her cell 
window for comfort, solace, or help 
towards answers to their problems. 
She was therefore, a means whereby 
the love and light of Christ was 
brought to all who visited her.

As Companions we too are called to 
show Christ’s love and to pray for the 
needs of others, to bring hope and 
hold the light of Christ in the dark 
places of our communities, a vital 
ministry.

Julian is a great source of wisdom 
and comfort for all times. We notice 
this especially at Easter, when Julian’s 
message of hope, that is so grounded 
and full of the love of God, is so 

This has been a year when we have been restricted in 
our activities, in and out of lockdown and generally we 
have all felt the impact on our lives of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

utterly expressed in our Lord’s Passion 
and his ‘…blessed resurrection on 
Easter Day’.

This Easter Friends and Companions 
can also rejoice at the growing 
numbers of Companions, which since 
Christmas, has increased. Currently, 
there are five new aspirants. Our 
most recent aspirant to be received 
as a Companion joined us in October 
’20, thus bringing the total number 
of Companions to thirty-four. The 
Companions are spread worldwide 
with twenty-eight in UK, one in 
Scandinavia, four in Australia and New 
Zealand and six in North America.

A further note of blessing is that one 
of our five aspirants is an Associate 
of the Order of Julian of Norwich; this 
shows our connections there are ever 
growing.

God bless.

Fred Thompson CJN, Trustee of The 
Friends of Julian of Norwich
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Over 260 people from around the world have signed up for this Lent course.  
At the first session, 183 screens brought well over 200 participants together 
from the UK, Europe, USA and Canada as well as someone getting up at 
2:30am in Australia! Many of those participating were Friends of Julian. None of 
us dreamt that take-up would be so high!

A recording of introduction from Sheila Upjohn in Australia set the course on 
its way. In the first session the Priest Director of the Julian Campus, Fr. Richard 
Stanton, guided us through Sheila’s first chapter, introducing the questions 
that were then discussed in the break-out groups. The opportunity followed to 
share key points before Biblical and Julian readings found in ‘The Way of Julian 
of Norwich,’ gave an opportunity for quiet reflection. This provided the formula 
for the rest of the course. Many appreciative comments have been received. 
Huge thanks goes to Fr. Richard, the Dean of Norwich and other Norwich 
Cathedral and Diocesan staff who have worked to make this online event such 
a great success.

Sheila Upjohn has created a sure foundation for this Lent Course. Her style 
of writing follows in Julian’s footsteps, creating a text accessible to ordinary 
people, Julian’s ‘even Christians.’ This does not mean it is simple in content 
or lacking in challenge. The reader is charged with unpacking key themes 
in Julian’s Revelations. Sheila takes us on a path, exposing us to questions 
of prayer, the wholeness of God, sin, the fall, the devil and his works before 
bringing us to rest in the unconditional love and forgiveness of God. If you were 
not able to join the Lent Course, do consider reading this new publication. You 
might wish to lead your own Lent Group next year.

DOES THE JULIAN LENT COURSE 
2021 HOLD A WORLD RECORD?
Having discovered that Norwich Cathedral was also planning an 
online Lent Course based on Sheila Upjohn’s ‘The Way of Julian of 
Norwich’, the Friends of Julian and Norwich Cathedral agreed to 
join forces. 
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If you’ve received this newsletter by post but  
you would be happy to have an email copy in  
future please send us your email address:  
contact@julianofnorwich.org
The more people that we can contact by email  
the more funds we can save.
Thank you.

HELP US SAVE VALUABLE FUNDS

Here is a comment from a participant:

‘The current Lenten course formed by the collaboration of Norwich Cathedral 
and The Friends of Julian of Norwich is a refreshing manner of focusing on the 
timeless words from Julian’s Shewings, helping to direct us to the The Way of 
the Cross, by means of the carefully crafted new book by Sheila Upjohn, The 
Way of Julian of Norwich.

As an English transplant to Texas, this aids me personally to remain a part 
of the community. Continents, oceans, centuries and pandemics have been 
transmorphed into the here and now for us, the Global Zoom-Agers. I am 
excited to see where the discussions take us over the next few weeks.’

Shelia Upjohn in a still from a short video discussing Lent and her book, The 
Way of Julian of Norwich. The video can be seen on YouTube by searching 
‘Sheila Upjohn The Way of Julian of Norwich’.



JULIAN  
FESTIVAL DAY
SATURDAY 8 MAY 2021
MICROSOFT TEAMS LIVE STREAM
10.30  The Eucharist celebrated by the 
Bishop of Norwich Graham Usher with 
Renewal of Vows of The Companions.

15.00  Annual Lecture 9 (postponed last  
year owing to the pandemic)

 ‘Julian in Troubled Times’ given by Professor 
Vincent Gillespie. There is the possibility 
of Prof. Gillespie taking questions in online 
chats.  

JULIAN AUTUMN 
RETREAT  

THE FRIENDS OF JULIAN OF NORWICH
The Julian Centre, St Julian’s Alley, Rouen Road, Norwich, NR1 1QT 
Tel: 01603 767380 (not taking calls during pandemic) Email: contact@julianofnorwich.org
www.julianofnorwich.org     ebay.co.uk/usr/friendsofjulianofnorwich
Reg Charity 289918

Following the success of last year’s 
Retreat, we have invited Emma 
Pennington to present her recently-
published book At the Foot of the 
Cross with Julian of Norwich at this 
year’s Retreat. 
Details will be available in the next 
Newsletter and on the website: 
www.julianofnorwich.org

Here is a guide to times for our Friends abroad:  

The Eucharist: New York 05:30, San Francisco 02:30, Sydney 19.30 

Julian Lecture: New York 10:00, San Francisco 07:00, Sydney 00:00 (Sunday 
9th May)

Further details and application to attend will be available closer to the date 
on the website: www.julianofnorwich.org


