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God of Forever ,  a devotional by Haylee Will iams, is an eight-week 

study that draws out the truth of God’s character through the 

pages of God’s Word. With a primary focus on Scripture, God 

of Forever is an excellent introduction to the Trinity and to the 

unchanging constancy of God. Looking closely at the united wil l 

and essence of the Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit ,  this devotional 

seeks to dispel the misunderstandings surrounding the love and 

omnipotence of our Lord. Our prayer for this devotional is that 

it  helps you to grow in knowledge, worship, and desire for God 

and his Word. 
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For Crossway Baptist .

You are an exceptional ,  bibl ical example

of what Christ calls the church to be.

I  am eternally grateful to al l  of you.

Thank you.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N



T he heart of God is an unfathomable concept. As humans, 

it  is hard to ful ly understand it because of our l imited 

view of him, but we do learn snippets about God’s heart 

through various avenues in our l ives and culture. The Bible tel ls 

us that “God is love” (1 John 4:8) ,  but culture has twisted this truth 

to mean something it does not.  Consider also how culture claims 

that God’s character has changed from the Old Testament to the 

New Testament. Our famil ies,  backgrounds, and experiences al l 

play a role in the way we view God. Even our denominational 

dif ferences give us dif fering pictures of the heart and mind of 



God. With al l  these confl icting opinions and cultural inf luences, 

how are we to know what to believe? How do we know if  we hold 

a correct view of the character of God? To do so, we must submit 

al l  our opinions and beliefs to the God of the Bible. 

This devotional seeks to al ign our hearts with Scripture for the 

purpose of reframing, correcting, or reinforcing our current 

understanding of the character of God. We wil l  look specif ical ly 

at the cultural understanding that “God is love” and the way God’s 

character of love has been twisted to match a faulty understanding 

of love. We wil l  also look at how God is one in three persons: 

Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit ,  specif ical ly addressing how the three 

persons are united in both wil l  and essence.

The only person who has the authority to speak about the 

character of the Lord is God himself .  I f  we desire to know God, 

we must f irst consult his Word and al low it to govern our thoughts 

of him. As believers,  we should always be seeking to know God. 

How do we love someone i f  we do not know them? With that in 

mind, this devotional is meant to implore and encourage you to 



love God more deeply and f ind greater joy in his character by 

studying his true nature as it  is revealed through the words of 

Scripture.

In order to gain a robust understanding of the nature and character of 
God, we must look to his Word, which attests to his goodness.

The primary purpose of this devotional is to direct our eyes to 

Scripture f irst .  Each day, you wil l  be asked to read a certain passage 

of the Bible f irst .  Please do not skip this part .  God’s Word—what 

he has deemed best for us to know—is far,  far more important 

than the words I have written. Begin this study by digging into the 

Word, then return to the devotional to guide you through some 

deeper thinking about what you’ve read. My hope is that this 

devotional wil l  stoke the f ire of your desire for God’s Word, and 

that you wil l  walk away glori fying and admiring our Savior with a 

r ich, bibl ical understanding of his goodness . 



W E E K  O N E



W E E K  O N E  |  I N T R O D U C T I O N

W h a t  i s  t h e  H e a r t ?

I f the purpose of this devotional is to more accurately and 

deeply understand the heart of God, it  is helpful to f irst define 

what the heart is .  Is the heart merely our emotions? Can we 

boil down our heart to what we desire and enjoy? Culture views 

our heart as the center of our emotions: from where feel ings of 

love, sadness, joy, heartache pour. But Scripture’s definit ion of 

the heart is much more robust than a cultural understanding of 

the heart .  The Bible defines our heart as the very essence of who 

we are, the whole of our being: our thoughts,  desires,  af fections, 

emotions, and, most importantly, our minds. Our minds are 



actually described as of highest importance to our hearts! This 

idea becomes clear in verses l ike Proverbs 18:15 or Proverbs 9:10 

where we f ind that loving God is not merely about our emotions, 

but about knowledge as well .  In a similar way, God’s heart is 

described as his affections and the essence of his character. 

This can be seen in Exodus 34:6 when God describes himself as 

“gracious and merciful .”  God’s heart represents his entire being. 

He is ful ly compassionate and ful ly merciful .  So when we say 

something l ike “God is love,” we are saying that God is ful ly 

loving. I f  we say God is just ,  we are saying that God is ful ly just 

in al l  his deeds.

Unlike our hearts ,  God’s heart never changes. We wil l  explore 

the theology of God’s unchanging nature in Week Two. For now, 

let ’s dive into the nature of God’s heart by start ing with a bibl ical 

definit ion of the heart from Jeremiah.

 

 

 



“I  the LORD search the heart 
and test the mind, to give every man according  
to his ways, according to the fruit  of his deeds.”

Jeremiah 17:10



W E E K  O N E  |  D A Y  O N E

16 W E E K  O N E  |  W h a t  i s  t h e  H e a r t ?

What is the Heart? |  Read 1 Corinthians 4

Before we begin looking at the heart of God, we must start with 

an understanding of the heart as it  is defined in Scripture. First 

Corinthians 4expands our understanding of the human heart by 

giving us insight into how God judges our hearts .  Paul begins by 

explaining that he is a servant of Christ .  His primary purpose is 

to serve Christ and to do the wil l  of God. He deeply desires that 

he would be found faithful—not by any measure of man, or even 

of himself—but by God, because only God has the authority to 

pronounce judgment.

Paul goes on to say that God wil l  “bring to l ight the things now 

hidden in darkness and wil l  disclose the purposes of the heart .” 1 

Paul gives us the best definit ion of the heart .  I f  a heart has this 

purpose, then it is not merely about emotions; it  also includes 

the desire and wil l  of a person. Because we are judged by the 

purposes of our heart ,  it  must also include the actions we take in 

response to our heart ,  as well .
1 1  Corinthians 4:5



17W h a t  i s  t h e  H e a r t ?  |  D A Y  O N E 

The heart is the whole picture of humanity and the whole picture 

of God. Although it may include feel ings, it  cannot be reduced to 

just that:  it  is the whole person. The heart is what makes you you, 
and what makes God a good and gracious King! It is so important 

to hold a bibl ical and ful l  picture of the heart ,  because it helps 

us see the magnitude of God’s goodness. His faithfulness doesn’t 

stem merely from his feel ings toward us, but from his character, 

his being, and his nature. That is good news for believers! We 

can trust the heart of God because it is not fal l ible l ike human 

emotion; it  is steady and rooted in his unchanging character, 

which we wil l  learn about more throughout this study.

1 .  1 .  How have you misunderstood the heart as it  is revealed in Scripture? How have you misunderstood the heart as it  is revealed in Scripture? 
From where do you believe these misunderstandings have stemmed? From where do you believe these misunderstandings have stemmed? 
  
  
  
  



18 W E E K  O N E  |  W h a t  i s  t h e  H e a r t ?

2. 2. Describe some ways you have seen culture twist an accurate Describe some ways you have seen culture twist an accurate 
description of the heart .  How does this compare to what you just description of the heart .  How does this compare to what you just 
learned about the heart?learned about the heart?



19W h a t  i s  t h e  H e a r t ?  |  D A Y  T W O

God’s heart is dif ferent from ours in many ways. This is both a 

good thing and a bad thing. It ’s a good thing because, unlike us, 

God is good and holy, but it  is a bad thing because we aren’t good 

and holy l ike God. Jeremiah 17 paints a true but disheartening 

picture of the heart of humanity. Verse nine specif ical ly gives 

us a clear explanation of the human heart :  “desperately wicked” 

and “sick.”  Outside of the goodness of Christ ,  we forsake what is 

good, we love what is evil ,  and we are sinners from birth. That is 

not good news. In contrast to our hearts ,  however, God’s heart is 

perfect.  In 1 Samuel,  God, in his goodness, looks at David’s heart , 

not his outward appearance as humans are often tempted to do. . 

God is pure in his motives and judges r ightly and justly. Having 

God on the throne is so much better than having a sinful human 

on the throne. We wouldn’t want a Savior with a heart l ike ours. 

We want a God who is upright and pure, just ,  and loves always. 

We want a God who is not f inite l ike us and swayed by emotions. 

God’s dif ferences from us are one of the reasons we know we  

can trust him!

God’s Heart is Not Like Ours  |  Read Jeremiah 17:5-13; 1 Samuel 16:6-13

W E E K  O N E  |  D A Y  T W O
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One of the important things affected by a sinful heart is our view 

of God. Throughout this study, we must keep in mind that our 

sinful tendencies hinder us from clearly seeing and discerning the 

character of God. It is an exercise in obedience to tune our hearts 

to the true nature of God as it  is revealed in Scripture without 

superimposing our own opinions or perspectives on the Bible to 

make God f it  into the mold we’ve conjured up in our own minds. 

This doesn’t mean that every part of us is dif ferent from God. 

In Genesis 2, we learn that we are made in God’s own image. 

We share some characterist ics with God in that we were 

made to ref lect his glory here on earth. By his grace, we can 

be conformed to this image and grow in godliness (Romans 

8:29, 1 Peter 1 :3-7) .  We cannot expect that we wil l  ever be 

omniscient or omnipresent l ike him; but we can expect that 

as we seek God, study his Word, and come to know him more 

deeply, the Holy Spirit  wil l  empower us to grow in godliness 

and greater ref lect the true heart of God to those around us. 

 

W E E K  O N E  |  W h a t  i s  t h e  H e a r t ?
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1 .  1 .  Read 1 Peter 1 :13-21.  According to Peter,  what are the ways we Read 1 Peter 1 :13-21.  According to Peter,  what are the ways we 
grow in holiness (become more l ike God)? grow in holiness (become more l ike God)? 
  
  
  
  
  
  

2.  2.  When you think of your own heart ,  how have you held an accurate When you think of your own heart ,  how have you held an accurate 
picture of who you were without Christ (Jeremiah 17:9)?picture of who you were without Christ (Jeremiah 17:9)?

W h a t  i s  t h e  H e a r t ?  |  D A Y  T W O 
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One of the primary reasons we read Scripture is to know the God 

we claim to love, because it is impossible to love someone we 

do not know. Now that we have a better understanding of the 

heart ,  and how it is not merely the epicenter of emotions, let ’s 

explore the heart of God based on who the Bible says he is .  Psalm 

34 i l lustrates that God is r ighteous and he desires r ighteousness 

from his people.

God’s holiness means that he is good.

He is morally perfect .

He is r ighteous and set apart .

His works are good.

In Psalm 34, God’s goodness is displayed in his nearness to the 

brokenhearted (v.  18) ,  his care for the righteous (vv.15, 17, 19) ,  and 

his condemnation of al l  that is wicked (vv.16, 21) . 

W E E K  O N E  |  W h a t  i s  t h e  H e a r t ?

God’s Heart is Holy and Righteous |  Read Psalm 34

W E E K  O N E  |  D A Y  T H R E E
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Our culture doesn’t l ike to talk about God’s holiness.  Modern 

culture has often painted a false picture of the nature of God 

which pits his r ighteousness against his kindness.  Some people 

say things l ike, “ love covers a multitude of sins” (which is a bibl ical 

truth) ,  but what they really mean is ,  “ love pretends that sin doesn’t 

exist .”  Because their view of God cannot reconcile God’s love and 

kindness with his holy righteousness, they view them as being on 

opposite ends of a spectrum. But God’s kindness does not simply 

“sweep sin under the rug.” His kindness is meant to convict us of 

sin and lead us to repentance (Romans 2:4) .

In Psalm 34, we see that God’s r ighteousness actually compels 

his kindness! He judges the wicked, but he also gives abundant 

care to and delivers those who take refuge in him. The issue we 

sometimes have with God’s holiness isn’t a God problem; it ’s a 

human problem. We don’t l ike the idea that justice is done by the 

Lord, but i f  we truly understand the holiness of God, appreciate 

and even love that he is a r ighteous judge. We wil l  explore this 

concept more deeply in the upcoming days. 

W h a t  i s  t h e  H e a r t ?  |  D A Y  T H R E E 



24 W E E K  O N E  |  W h a t  i s  t h e  H e a r t ?

1 .  1 .  Have you been resistant to the truth that God is a holy God? Have you been resistant to the truth that God is a holy God? 
What fears do you have about a God that is perfect ly holy? What fears do you have about a God that is perfect ly holy? 
  
  
  
  
  
    

2.  2.  How does God’s holiness provide comfort when we see injustice How does God’s holiness provide comfort when we see injustice 
taking place in our world?taking place in our world?



25W h a t  i s  t h e  H e a r t ?  |  D A Y  F O U R 

God’s Heart is Loving |  Read Psalm 23

W E E K  O N E  |  D A Y  F O U R

Psalm 23 is such a sweet Psalm. As David tends to his f locks 

as a shepherd, he ref lects on the kindness of the Lord as our 

Good Shepherd. The theme ringing throughout this psalm is the 

utter love of God for his people. In this loving psalm, we see 

God’s desire for his people to be righteous—and the way he leads 

us in that direction. Why would God help us to be righteous? 

One reason is “ for his name’s sake” (Psalm 23:3) .  God leads us 

“ in paths of r ighteousness” for the sake of the glory of his good 

name, but as the loving Shepherd of our souls,  he is also deeply 

concerned with our good (Romans 8:28) .  God is concerned with 

the righteousness of his people, but his concern goes hand in 

hand with his great love for us.  It  is out of his great love that God 

calls us to l ive righteously, because he knows that apart from him, 

our souls wil l  only know want and thirst and fear and hunger—

everything for which our Good Shepherd provides.

This psalm should make our hearts respond in worship to the 

goodness of God for his children. He restores our souls! We can’t 
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help but see how God is abundantly loving. 

I f  al l  Scripture is true and “breathed out by God” (2 Timothy 3:16) , 

then we know this depiction of God is just as true as the one we 

read yesterday. God is r ighteous, God is kind, God gives refuge, 

and God executes justice. These things do not stand in contrast 

to one another,  but l ive harmoniously throughout the whole of 

Scripture. As we continue in our study, we wil l  see this theme of 

God giving abundant, undeserved grace, as well as his sovereign 

choice to punish the guilty. He is good in all  things. We must trust 

Scripture when it says God is “ faithful in al l  his works and al l  his 

words” (Psalm 145:13) .

1 .  1 .  Have you struggled to understand the relationship between God’s Have you struggled to understand the relationship between God’s 
goodness and God’s judgment? Take t ime now to pray and ask God goodness and God’s judgment? Take t ime now to pray and ask God 
to reveal himself  to you through his Word. Ask him for a heart that to reveal himself  to you through his Word. Ask him for a heart that 
ful ly loves him for his goodness and his holiness. ful ly loves him for his goodness and his holiness. 

W E E K  O N E  |  W h a t  i s  t h e  H e a r t ?
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2. 2. Reread Psalm 23 and consider committ ing it  to memory. It ’s  a Reread Psalm 23 and consider committ ing it  to memory. It ’s  a 
wonderful passage of Scripture to hold in our hearts about the wonderful passage of Scripture to hold in our hearts about the 
lovingkindness of God. lovingkindness of God. 

W h a t  i s  t h e  H e a r t ?  |  D A Y  F O U R



28 W E E K  O N E  |  W h a t  i s  t h e  H e a r t ?

God is the Just Judge |  Read Revelation 20:11-15

It is normal to avoid things that are confusing or uncomfortable. 

This may be why some of us breeze quickly over or never read 

the book of Revelation. The apostle John, the author of the 

Gospel of John, is also the author of the book of Revelation. The 

account in Revelation is a prophecy from God recorded by John 

to explain the detai ls of the second coming of Christ .  Although 

much of Revelation can be confusing, there are some important 

points that can be understood throughout. One of the main 

points of Revelation is that God is a just (or r ighteous) judge. 

He is not partial ,  he cannot be bribed, and he knows al l  hearts . 

This means that his judgements are always right and good—he 

is the Righteous Judge. As we read in this specif ic passage, the 

“him” who is seated on the great white throne is Christ .  He is the 

judge who executes justice. He has the authority to separate the 

righteous from the unrighteous, and it is good for him to do so. 

We shy away from God as a r ighteous judge because we think his 

judgments are too harsh, but God’s holiness demands punishment 

for sin. As pastor and theologian R. C. Sproul once said, “The most 

W E E K  O N E  |  D A Y  F I V E
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violent expression of God’s wrath and justice is seen in the Cross. 

I f  ever a person had room to complain for injustice, it  was Jesus. 

He was the only innocent man ever to be punished by God. I f  we 

stagger at the wrath of God, let us stagger at the Cross. Here is 

where our astonishment should be focused.”2 Because God is just , 

he required a perfect sacri f ice to atone for the sins of humanity. 

Jesus, the Son of God, is that perfect and holy sacri f ice, and with 

Jesus’  death and resurrection, those who believe are welcomed 

into God’s family for eternity. He does not condemn believers 

(Romans 8:1) .  This act of judgement in Revelation is displayed 

only against those who are evil—those who have not believed in 

the Son of God.

If  you’re reading this passage of Scripture for the f irst t ime, or 

beginning to understand the righteousness of God for the f irst 

t ime, it  is heavy. Sometimes it ’s hard to swallow. None of what is 

written here was written with a nonchalant ignorance to the deep 

sadness of those who wil l  die in their sin.  It  is always grievous 

to see people reject the grace of God, which compels us to pray 

W h a t  i s  t h e  H e a r t ?  |  D A Y  F I V E

2 R . C. Sproul ,  The Holiness of God (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale,  1998) ,  121 .



30 W E E K  O N E  |  W h a t  i s  t h e  H e a r t ?

and to share the gospel (we wil l  cover the gospel more in depth 

in Week Two). But we also know that God is always good, and 

therefore doesn’t cease being good when he executes justice. We 

do not need to make excuses for God’s deliverance of justice: 

this is his world and we are his creation. We are to submit to his 

definit ion of good, not the other way around.3 I f  you are a believer 

in Christ ,  this justice has been satisf ied through his crucif ixion 

on the cross and you are free to experience the special grace 

provided to believers.  This wrathful judgment wil l  not be poured 

out on you, because it has already been poured out on Christ ,  the 

perfect sacri f ice for sin. Because of his death, our debt is paid and 

he took the wrath we rightly deserved.

1 .  1 .  How does understanding God’s deliverance of justice compel you How does understanding God’s deliverance of justice compel you 

to share the good news of the gospel with those who do not know to share the good news of the gospel with those who do not know 

the Lord? the Lord? 

 

3 For a better understanding of this subject ,  see Romans 9.



31W h a t  i s  t h e  H e a r t ?  |  D A Y  F I V E 

2. 2. With whom is the Lord call ing you to share this gospel? Take some With whom is the Lord call ing you to share this gospel? Take some 
t ime now to pray for them.t ime now to pray for them.
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