
In this lesson we will:
• Define technology
• Evaluate how we are created in the image of God to create and cultivate
• Observe how technology is used in the Bible

• God created the world, declared His creation good, and entrusted mankind 
to cultivate it.

• We live out the image of God when we create.
• All of the world has been affected by sin.

GOALS & STANDARDS

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS

“And they said to one another, ‘Come, let us make bricks, and burn 
them thoroughly.’ And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for 
mortar. Then they said, ‘Come, let us build ourselves a city and 
a tower with its top to the heavens, and let us make a name for 
ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.’”

Genesis 11:3-4

Technology— as a medium that exists in this created world that has been 
affected by sin— has both good and bad qualities.

CREATED AS CREATORS

HOOK

LESSON 1/3

• How are technology and creativity related to one another?
• What are some ways in which we can use technology for good?
• What are some ways in which we might use technology that could distract 

others from God’s glory?

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS?

TECHNOLOGY 
STEWARDSHIP



Take a moment to pray, asking God to open your heart and mind as you learn…  

When God created the world in Genesis 1, He looked at it all and declared it to be “very
good” (Genesis 1:31). As humans, we are made in the image and likeness of God (Genesis 1:26-27;
Genesis 5:1). When God made us, He instructed us to cultivate the earth (Genesis 2:15).

Merriam-Webster defines “technology” as “the practical application of knowledge especially in a
particular area; a capability given by the practical application of knowledge.” Simply, technology is
using what we know to invent helpful tools or solve existing problems. Because we live out God’s
image in us when we create, the invention of various technologies is a form of creativity.

Like any tool that we have created as ones who are made in the image of the Creator, technology is
a tool we have used to cultivate the very good earth that God created. Yet because Adam and Eve
chose to rebel against God (Genesis 3), the very good world— and the way we cultivate it through
technology— has been subjected to the curse of sin.

But we are not without hope! Through the life, death, and resurrection of His Son Jesus Christ, God
is redeeming the world and all that is in it— creation and created! As ones who are made in His
image, we are invited and commanded to participate in His redemptive mission. Because we have
been created as creators, we should always be asking ourselves how we can use technology in a
way that accomplishes our mission of knowing God and making Him known here on earth!

INTRODUCTION + PRAYER

Consider the above definition of technology and how technology inherently implies creativity. 

Gather your family or connect with a group of friends on FaceTime, Google Hangouts, Zoom, or 
another video chat platform, and discuss the following questions:

• How is it evident that our creativity is a reflection of God?

• What are some ways that what we create might lead us to give glory to ourselves rather than 
glory to God?

• How has technology been used for good?

BRAINSTORM ACTIVITY



• How has technology been used in ways that do not contribute to God’s redemptive mission?

• In general, is technology making our lives better or worse? Why?

Over the next couple of lessons, we will look at some of the ways in which technology has
impacted our world while also discussing how we can engage with it responsibly and redemptively.
Yet before we get to the more practical aspects of technology stewardship, we must recognize that
the condition of our hearts has a great impact on how we engage with technology.

In Genesis 1:27-28, God reveals His intentions for humankind: “So God created man in His own
image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. And God blessed
them. And God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that
moves on the earth.’”

Yet because of Adam and Eve’s choice to disobey God in Genesis 3, our ability to carry out God’s
intentions has been tainted by the curse of sin. Rather than relying on God and giving Him glory
along the way, we are tempted to rely on ourselves and our own abilities— forever influenced by
the same pride that Adam and Eve exhibited in the Garden.

Read: Genesis 11:1-9

The Tower of Babel reveals to us the consequences of ignoring God’s commands and trying to steal
His glory. These few verses in Genesis 11 show humanity’s desire to be self-sufficient and
independent from God, for rather than dispersing to fill the earth as He commanded, those who
were building the tower decided to remain in one place and build their own glory. 

It is through innovation and technology that their quest for independence is carried out: “And they
said to one another, ‘Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.’ And they had brick for
stone, and bitumen for mortar” (Genesis 11:3). Their creativity in compiling building supplies was
used to accomplish their mission for glory, for the very next verse reveals the heart behind their
mission: “Then they said, ‘Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the
heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole

INPUT



earth.’” (Genesis 11:4). Much like Adam and Eve, the builders of the Tower of Babel thought that
their plans were better than God’s plans! 

God loves it when we create things, for we were created as creators! Yet God does not love when
we create things and try to take the glory that belongs to Him. When we seek our own glory rather
than God’s glory, we put ourselves before God. Anytime we put ourselves— or anything— before
God, we engage in idolatry.

Watch: “579. What Is Idolatry?” (2:55)
    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSUJvvTEpp4

As the video explains, idolatry is the sin of creating pseudo-ultimates in place of the ultimate
Ultimate, Who is God. While idolatry is indeed demonstrated throughout the Old Testament—
including in the Tower of Babel narrative as the builders idolize themselves over God— as the world
has evolved through technology and innovation, so has how we demonstrate idolatry. Yet at its
core, idolatry is a heart issue; it is when anything— good or bad— takes the place of God in our
lives.

As with anything in this world (one that is affected by the curse of sin), we must be careful to
ensure that technology does not take the place of God in our lives. We must always ask ourselves—
whether we are using technology that already exists or creating new technology— if we are
creating to bring God glory or ourselves glory. For though technology can indeed solve a variety of
problems in our world and make our lives much more convenient, what it can never do is solve our
need for the gospel!

CRITICAL THINKING QUESTION

Take a moment to reflect on the following question: 

Consider God’s intention for humankind as detailed in Genesis 1:27-28. 
How are you using technology to carry out His intention? How might 
technology be distracting you from carrying out His intention? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSUJvvTEpp4


Gather your family or connect with a group of friends on FaceTime, Google Hangouts, Zoom, or 
another video chat platform, and complete the following activities:

Work together to re-write the definition of “technology” in your own words.

Look up the following passages of Scripture and discuss how technology and creativity were used to
either contribute to God’s glory or inhibit God’s glory:

• Genesis 6:14-22

• Exodus 31:1-11

• Exodus 32:1-6

• 1 Kings 6

• 2 Chronicles 26:14-16

EXPERIENTIAL + PARTICIPATORY

HOMEWORK
Gather your family or connect with a group of friends on FaceTime, Google Hangouts, Zoom, 
or another video chat platform, and discuss the following questions (or write out your own 
responses):

• How have you seen technology being used in a way that is glorifying to God?
• What kind of technology would you create if you could create the technology to do anything 

you wanted?
• How would you use that technology to bring God glory rather than yourself glory?



• Verbal
•  Visual
•  Solitary
•  Social

LEARNING STYLES 
ENGAGED

• Application
• Analysis
• Evaluation
• Synthesis
• Knowledge
• Comprehension

COGNITIVE
LEARNING

LESSON RESOURCES

• Video: “579. What Is Idolatry?” (2:55)
        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSUJvvTEpp4

• Video Series: “Axis Presents Reclaiming the Smartphone: 4 Important Conversations”
       https://axis.clickfunnels.com/reboot-video-121049101

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES + CITATIONS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSUJvvTEpp4
https://axis.clickfunnels.com/reboot-video-121049101


In this lesson we will:
• Present the concept of Technology Stewardship
• Examine the addictive nature of technology
• Consider various dangers associated with technology

• We are responsible for our actions.
• God will always provide a way out of temptation.
• Even when we fail, God is faithful to forgive us!

GOALS & STANDARDS

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS

“No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God 
is faithful, and He will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, 
but with the temptation He will also provide the way of escape, 
that you may be able to endure it.”

1 Corinthians 10:13

While much of today’s technology is designed to be addictive, we are still
responsible for how we use it in our lives.

OUR RESPONSIBILITY

HOOK

 LESSON 2/3TECHNOLOGY 
STEWARDSHIP

• How are we responsible for the ways in which we use technology?
• What are some things we need to be aware of as we use technology?
• How can we be good stewards of technology?

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS?



Take a moment to pray, asking God to open your heart and mind as you learn…  

It is likely that you have never known a day without technology. While we shouldn’t be shamed for
our smartphone use, it is important that we learn how to take control of our time so we can
understand how to wisely use the technology we have.

Throughout history, a “steward” has simply been known as an official who had control over the
domestic affairs of a house. “Stewardship” was the exercise of the steward’s function.

Etymologically, the word “steward” most likely comes from the roots “stig” (which denotes a house
or part of a house) and “ward” (which means “keeper”)— thus meaning “keeper of the house.”

The Bible explains the concept of stewardship in a similar manner. Ron Blue, an experienced
Christian financial advisor, defines biblical stewardship as the use of God-given gifts and resources— 
time, talent, influence, treasure, truth, and relationships— to accomplish God-given goals and
purposes.

And while many might think of stewardship as a concept that merely applies to money, at its core
stewardship is a caretaking responsibility that affects all aspects of life.

As Christians, we are stewards who are given charge over God’s house— which is the world and all
that is in it. We are His stewards, responsible for taking care of all that belongs to Him! Because
technology is present in our world, we must challenge ourselves to use it in a way that
accomplishes God-given goals and purposes.

INTRODUCTION + PRAYER

Gather your family or connect with a group of friends on FaceTime, Google Hangouts, Zoom, or 
another video chat platform and visit the following website to take a look at how much screen 
time in apps left people feeling happiest and unhappiest:

BRAINSTORM ACTIVITY



Website: “Center for Humane Technology”
         https://humanetech.com/resources/app-ratings/
(Please note that Epic in no way endorses any of these apps, and be aware that the top app that
leaves people feeling the most unhappy is Grindr, which is a popular social networking app for gay,
bi, trans, and queer people).

Discuss the App Ratings using the following questions as prompts:

• What do you notice about the apps that leave people feeling the happiest?

• What do you notice about the apps that leave people feeling the most regret?

• What is surprising about these results?

Next, scroll down the page to the chart that details the daily time spent in apps for happy users
and unhappy users, and discuss the chart using the following question as a prompt:

• How does the “Happy” and “Unhappy” amounts of usage on the same apps show us the kind 
of responsibility we have to be good stewards of our technology?

Watch: “It’s not you. Phones are designed to be addicting.” (5:48)
    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NUMa0QkPzns

Consider: What is genuinely worth your attention?

When a Pharisee asks Jesus the greatest commandment in all of the Law in Matthew 22:36, Jesus
responds by saying, ‘“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love
your neighbor as yourself”’ (Matthew 22:37-39). Our greatest responsibility here on earth is to
love God and love others!

As we learn how to be good stewards of the technology that we have in this world, we must keep
the responsibility presented in Matthew 22:37-39 at the forefront of our minds. While
smartphones can indeed help us love God and love others as they keep us connected to people
who we may not typically be able to interact with, we have to understand that there are inherent
dangers that come along with them as well:
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Social Media & Comparison
What people present on social media is not necessarily real life. When we are constantly looking at
other people’s perfectly filtered pictures, we start to believe that we have to be perfect “just like
them.” 

We Struggle to Pay Attention
Microsoft recently published a study revealing that human beings now have a shorter attention
span than a goldfish (at just eight seconds long).

Consider: What are some other dangers that might be associated with excessive smartphone/
technology use?

And that’s not all. It is also easy to get in trouble on the internet.

Online Predators are people who you don’t know in real life that you meet online. Because users
can often remain anonymous, you really never know who you are actually talking to on the
internet. It is best to assume that anyone who asks for any of your personal information on the
internet is not going to use it in a helpful way!

Cyberbullying occurs when one person makes online threats against another person or posts any
content that is meant to harm or embarrass another person (this can be through texting, tweets,
videos, messages, etc.).

Sexting (or “sex texting”) might seem anonymous, but it’s critical to understand how nothing that is
sent from our phones or through the internet is really ever private or anonymous. Images and texts
have the potential to be seen by millions of people with the click of a button, and even images or
snaps that seem to have been deleted are always recoverable.

Of course these are just a few dangers and temptations associated with smartphones and
technology, and through these examples alone it is easy to see why we must be responsible in how
we approach using technology. The temptations are endless, but we can trust Paul’s words in 1
Corinthians 10:13: “No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful,
and He will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation He will also
provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.” While the temptation is great, God is
greater!



CRITICAL THINKING QUESTION
Take a moment to reflect on the following question: 

How can being a good steward of technology help you fulfill the Great 
Commandment that Jesus gives in Matthew 22:37-39?

Gather your family or connect with a group of friends on FaceTime, Google Hangouts, Zoom, or 
another video chat platform, and complete the following activities: 

In Ephesians 5:15-16, Paul offers these words of wisdom: “Look carefully then how you walk, not as
unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time, because the days are evil.”

Go to the settings on your smartphone and scroll down to look at the “Screen Time” section. As a
group, discuss the following questions:

• Do any of your group members have self-imposed or parent-imposed App Limits set up?

• Click on the banner that displays your Screen Time usage and analyze/record your group’s 
collective Screen Time usage over the past seven days.

• How many hours were spent on your phones each day?

• How many hours were used for Social Networking?

• How many hours were used for Productivity?

• How many hours were used for Reading & Reference?

• How many hours total did your group spend on your phones?

• What were your group’s three most used apps?

• Add up each group member’s total number of Pickups to compile a total number of Pickups 
for your group.

Discuss the following question:

• What surprises you most about what you learned in looking at your Screen Time? 

EXPERIENTIAL + PARTICIPATORY



Share your Screen Time statistics with a parent or a trusted adult and ask to see his/her Screen
Time statistics. Discuss the following questions:

• What kind of boundaries or App Limits might we need to set in order to encourage us to be 
good stewards of the time God has given us in a day?

• Were either of you surprised by the amount of time you spent on your phone? What shocked 
you the most?

• What are some possible incentives we could put in place as a family (or individually) if we 
lower our Screen Time by 10% next week?

HOMEWORK



• Verbal
•  Visual
•  Solitary
•  Social

LEARNING STYLES 
ENGAGED

• Application
• Analysis
• Evaluation
• Synthesis
• Knowledge
• Comprehension

COGNITIVE
LEARNING

LESSON RESOURCES

• Website: “Center for Humane Technology”
            https://humanetech.com/resources/app-ratings/
• Video: “It’s not you. Phones are designed to be addicting.” (5:48)
        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NUMa0QkPzns

• Video Series: “Axis Presents Reclaiming the Smartphone: 4 Important Conversations
       https://axis.clickfunnels.com/reboot-video-121049101
• The Ron Blue Institute | High School Curriculum: Biblical Stewardship
            Module 1: Perspectives on Stewardship
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In this lesson we will:
• Identify how all we do has the potential to honor God
• Recognize how to use technology to honor God
• Consider practical ways in which we can use technology to partner with God 

in His redemptive purposes

• God owns it all.
• The whole world is in need of God’s redemption.
• Nothing is beyond God’s ability to redeem.

GOALS & STANDARDS

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS

“So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the 
glory of God.”

1 Corinthians 10:31

Everything you have is a gift from the Lord; if you belong to Him, your phone
belongs to Him too!

REDEEMING TECHNOLOGY

HOOK

 LESSON 3/3TECHNOLOGY 
STEWARDSHIP

• What is redemption?
• How can we use technology to honor God?
• How can we partner with God to redeem our personal use of technology?

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS?



Take a moment to pray, asking God to open your heart and mind as you learn…  

In 1 Corinthians 10:31, Paul writes “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the
glory of God.” Here, Paul is telling us that everything we do— our entire life— has the potential to
honor God.

Because technology is part of our life, our use of it has the potential to honor God!

INTRODUCTION + PRAYER

Watch: “If Alexa was Christian...” (1:31)
   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d8Z_5Agtsqg

While we can’t all have a “Christian Alexa,” there are indeed ways to use technology in a way that is 
honoring to God! According to Merriam-Webster, the word “redeem” means to “to buy back; to get or 
win back.”

Consider: How can we “win back” or redeem the way we use technology?

BRAINSTORM ACTIVITY

God owns it all.

Everything we have is a gift from Him! As we saw in the previous lesson, we are called to be good
and responsible stewards of all that He has given us. 

Consider: How does knowing that God owns it all change your perspective of your phone and the 
time you spend on it?
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Technology has the true potential to rule our lives! Time is one of the greatest resources and tools
that we can offer God, but we are often easily distracted by the constant accessibility that
technology offers. By setting different app-limits on our phones— like only being on Instagram for
20 minutes a day or committing to turning off Snapchat after 9 pm— we can set up boundaries that
will help ensure that we are less likely to be distracted by technology.

Read: Hebrews 10:23-25
Consider: How can we use technology to stir up love and good works in one another?

Read: Colossians 3:12-17
Consider: How can we use technology to exemplify compassionate hearts, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience (verse 12)?

Read: 2 Timothy 2:14-26
Consider:

• How can we ensure that we are “rightly handling the word of truth” (verse 15) as we engage 
with technology?

• How do we avoid “irreverent babble” (verse 16) on social media?

• How can we “correct [our] opponents with gentleness” (verse 25) when we disagree with 
someone on the internet?

Read: James 5:16
Consider:

• How can we ask others to hold us accountable in how we are using technology in our lives?

• How can technology help remind us to pray for other people?

All that is present in this world— including technology— has the potential to either draw us closer
to God or further away from God. While we must be responsible for how we use it, technology has
great potential to bring God glory and honor as we partner with Him in His redemptive mission
here on earth!

CRITICAL THINKING QUESTION
Take a moment to reflect on the following question:

In what ways has technology drawn you closer to God? In what ways has 
technology pulled you away from God?



Gather your family or connect with a group of friends on FaceTime, Google Hangouts, Zoom, or 
another video chat platform, and complete the following activity: 

Make a 60-90 second video summarizing technology stewardship. Ensure your video includes:

• An explanation of the concept of stewardship in your own words

• Three dangers of technology

• Three ways that technology can be used redemptively

• At least two Bible verses

EXPERIENTIAL + PARTICIPATORY

HOMEWORK
Read: Matthew 28:18-20

Gather your family or connect with a group of friends on FaceTime, Google Hangouts, Zoom, 
or another video chat platform, and discuss the following questions (or write out your own 
responses):

• How can technology help you fulfill The Great Commission?
• How is technology unable to help you fulfill The Great Commission?
• Name one practical way that you will use technology to glorify God over the next week and 

commit to doing it.



• Verbal
•  Visual
•  Solitary
•  Social

LEARNING STYLES 
ENGAGED

• Application
• Analysis
• Evaluation
• Synthesis
• Knowledge
• Comprehension

COGNITIVE
LEARNING

LESSON RESOURCES

• Video: “If Alexa was Christian...” (1:31)
       https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d8Z_5Agtsqg

• Video Series: “Axis Presents Reclaiming the Smartphone: 4 Important Conversations
       https://axis.clickfunnels.com/reboot-video-121049101
• The Ron Blue Institute | High School Curriculum: Biblical Stewardship
            Module 1: Perspectives on Stewardship

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES + CITATIONS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d8Z_5Agtsqg
https://axis.clickfunnels.com/reboot-video-121049101

