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Construction Ongoing 

Construction of óNookomisnaangô Wik-

wemikong Shelter is moving right 

along. 

Initial óground breakingô for the facility 

took place one year ago (September 6, 

2017) with an official ceremony at the 

Genevieve Street location. 

Then, the óbig shovelsô hit the ground 

this past spring 2018 with all work pro-

ceeding on schedule with a completion 

date sometime this December 2018 and 

an  anticipated date of service provision 

January 2019. 

Nookomisnaang will provide an imme-

diate temporary safe haven for women, 

children, youth and men who are vic-

tims of violence. Programs and services 

will also be based on the Anishinabe 

culture. 

The 8,000 square foot facility will fea-

ture 13 bedrooms and two family suites. 

In total, the facility will be able to ac-

commodate 17 individuals when at full 

capacity. 

Shelter management is currently prepar-

ing its recruitment process with the im-

mediate goal of hiring staff to fill core 

full and part-time positions for child and 

youth counsellors as well shelter coun-

sellors.  Training of new hires will also 

take place this fall once staff is in place. 

Nookomisnaang is also currently in the 

process of establishing a óvolunteerô 

base.  Volunteers will be needed to as-

sist in shelter activities such as fundrais-

ing, sewing, birthdays, seasonal special 

occasion events (ie: Christmas, Thanks-

giving etc.), parties and other types of 

gatherings, sorting donated clothing, 

gardening, etc. Anyone is invited to 

apply to serve as a Nookomisnaang 

volunteer.  Screening and other relevant 

verification processes will also be part 

of the application process.   

For an information/application package, 

please contact Naandwechige-Gamig 

Wikwemikong Health Centreôs Shelter 

Program: 705-859-3164, Extension 236. 
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Naandwechige-Gamig 

Wikwemikong Health Centre is 

pleased to announce the winner 

of the logo contest for 

óNookomisnaangô  

Wikwemikong Shelter. 

The winner is 

Alexandria Pitawanakwat. 

As the winner, she receives 

$250.00. 

CHI Miigwetch to everyone who 

participated in this milestone  

initiative for our community! 

(See the logo on the back cover 

poster of this newsletter) 



 

 

INFORMATION FROM:  

https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/seasonal-safety/back-to-

school 

Getting to School 

Whether children walk, ride their bicycle or take the bus to 

school, it is vitally important that they ï and the motorists 

around them ï take proper safety precautions. 

Walkers 

¶ Walk on the sidewalk; if there is no sidewalk and you 

must walk in the street, walk facing traffic 

¶ Before crossing the street, stop and look left, right and left 

again to see if cars are coming 

¶ Never dart out in front of a parked car 

¶ Parents: Practice walking to school with your child, cross-

ing streets at crosswalks when available 

¶ Never walk while texting or talking on the phone 

¶ Do not walk while using headphones 

Bike Riders 

¶ Always wear a helmet that is fitted and secured properly 

¶ Children need to know the rules of the road: Ride single 

file on the right side of the road, come to a complete stop 

before crossing the street and walk the bike across 

¶ Watch for opening car doors and other hazards 

¶ Use hand signals when turning 

Wear bright-colored clothing 

Bus Riders 

¶ Teach children the proper way to get on and off the bus 

¶ Line up 6 feet away from the curb as the bus approaches 

¶ If seat belts are available, buckle up 

¶ Wait for the bus to stop completely before standing 

¶ Do not cross in front of the bus if possible, or walk at least 

10 feet ahead until you can see the other drivers. 

 Drivers, Share the Road 

¶ Don't block crosswalks 

¶ Yield to pedestrians in crosswalks, and take extra care in 

school zones 

¶ Never pass a vehicle stopped for pedestrians 

¶ Never pass a bus loading or unloading children 

¶ The area 10 feet around a school bus is the most danger-

ous for children; stop far enough back to 

allow them to safely enter and exit the bus 

 

Fines in Ontario 

Drivers can be charged if they  

pass a stopped school bus with  

its upper red lights flashing: 

First offence:  

$400 to $2,000, six demerit points. 

Each following offence:  

$1,000 to $4,000, six demerit points  

and possible jail time (up to six months) 

Vehicle owners can be charged if their vehicle illegally 

passes a stopped school bus, even if they weren't driving. 

http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/safety/school-bus-safety.shtml 


