
Winter Photography Basics: Post Processing  

Basics: 
• Keep your white balance cool. 
• Lower the highlights but keep the snow bright. What you want to do is bring out 

some more detail but not to make it grey looking. 
• You can brighten the shadows.  
• Use the HSL tab to adjust the blues. Most of the winter images have a lot of blue, 

so instead of adjusting the whole image by using the global sliders you can adjust 
certain colours. 

• If you need to adjust an area of the image then the gradient tool is handy, or if you 
want to get more specific you can use the brush tool. 

• Lastly don’t over do it. Make sure there is contrast, if you raise the shadows too 
high and the highlights too low, the image will look flat and can also get weird 
blending effects. 

Black and White editing tips: 
• Use the basic tab and hit the black and white button. 
• Use the B&W tab and adjust the brightness of those colors that we have now 

made grey 
• Consider bringing down the blues to really make it stand out.  
• Use the basic tab again and consider the things from the last image. Detail in the 

snow etc, 
• Look at the histogram to get the correct exposure. 

Combining sequences: 
This will require both lightroom and photoshop and you really can’t do 
this without photoshop. 
• Select images, right click, go to edit in > edit as layers in photoshop. 
• Align the images in photoshop. 
• Add a mask on all the top layers and start to brush out the subject. 
• Make sure that the image that is closest to the camera is on top, if the images 

overlap then the subject in the distance is just blocked out.  
• Take care and be accurate. When you save it, you can go back into lightroom and 

create those final adjustments to the colours and details 

Presets: 
Presets are a great starting point for easy editing. They are just a starting point 
and you will need to do some adjustments as each image is different so you also 
can’t just set it and forget it. 
They are however a great way to learn as you can see what adjustments have been 
made and learn what was done to get that effect. 


