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Real life

Protecting Rnonda®
kids from  PROEC

the sun’s
harmful rays

Rhonda Sparks, 39,
Sonora, Calif

¥ 32-year-old huashand,
Diarren, succumbed to
melanoma Chiee days
after the tragady of Sept. 11,
2001, 1 remvember vividly the
day he came home [mom Lhe
doctors office five years enrlier
and seid, “Hosey, 1 hene skin
camcer” He had a ssmiple mole
that had chanped in shape |
Febemwe 1t and L SN, “I's st sk
cancer. They'l just cermove that
pipde ancl wou'll be fine™ YWell,
hie wasi't fime. He wenit through
three different surgenies and two
wears of freatmends it eventu-
ally Bosst Uhe Baltie
My ke boys were just 1, 3
aned G aif the time, and 1 was lelt
o ruse them on my own, | was
i Dot wereck, T el Dikee some-
ofe had come and liezally
rippod my heart nght cut of mmy
chest and left me for dead, The
bﬂ':‘-'.l were 50 ligle I1|r:3,' chdni
guite  understand  what  had
taappenad 1o thar daddy, so of
course they wanted to play ond
laugh, whike 1 just wanied to
hade under my covers lor days
on end, But despite my over-
whelming veaming for Damen,
I couldm't wallow in grief. |
cwned my own biangss, pro-
'.',q_lmg pomlerence-calling  ser-
waces, ol 1 had 1o cosntinoe
working 10 keep it afleat and
support my sons My family

and (meneks stepped in 1o help

me out, bt that first year was
incredibdy tough.

The il |earmed dor selling
Drerren, “Ch, ir's just gkin can-
e was extreme | waniad so
hadly 1o do something positive
in his name Just & few months
ofter Daren died, my baother
helped me launch the DLF
Foundatbon o raise awaneness
abouwl the dampers of sun Expo-
sure and how 1o prodect agains
them. We sarsd setig up
booths a fars and wisiting
whools, apd knoammp [ wak
doing  something  menninglul
began 1o bring me out of the
shadous, | comimued to Foous
mone on the nenpeofil, omd

theough | o still mesking enoseh
o support ny famsdy, my own
buriness begnn to sulfer.
Around that time, | remsem-
bered am wdea that Darmen ad 1
b dliscussed dunmg his cancer
tremtmient, We were tined of
slathering sunscroen om owr
kids every couple ol laoaers,
questioning the chemicils and
wheiher we had missed amy
spots. Back then, msh puands
weren't really on the markst, so
we thought, why net make
Tashirts with UV protection
that kuds could ssam m? We
ovin came up with 4 name
LY Skinz Inomy gref, 1'd for-
getien i, but 5o many perents |
apoke 1w Ll the
way | dad about
sunsereen that |
kneor 1 bad 1o do
i=—fior Diarren and
for o Kigds
During the next
couple of vears |
res=arched what i
would take to pet
shirts  miade  and
designed, snd m
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Rhonda’s tips

* BE PATIEMT. o have 10
go that extra mela when
others give L. I takes tirmse
By Pk ArryEhineg Come 10
fruiftion in A meaningfal
wiay Theme wone many times
ins the past fem years |
corrmchened (hang up

e airse | it e iy
BCLHCHTS wese making a big
encugh gifiprence. Bulin
thd ], WS T

B RAISE NONEY, Cnce
made the commitment o
feehowy thinoregh wath my
plam=—drid W that i cosd
b & viahle nness—I put
3l of oy saings into It Nmi
& fisk-1aker that way, But
your hiaree other aptions, ke
DGR IrEaer, taE
atvantage of them
Everything, inciuding a
charity, needh capial 10 g2t
ol the ground

B GIVE FHEELY. | have
peobably donated as much
product s Parsoid, but 1%
wirth & becauss of the
gaod I'm dong and the
paadhwill | receree m tum
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200 1| made my forst batch of
UV Skine te hand out st local
evenis Everyone wanted them,
including wdults, and | started
e wonder if | could nciually
sappart my family by starmg i
tnesiness selling these probeciie
clothes, The demand for them
has kept growing, and now 1 sell
LY Skime swim chvbes for the
entire Famaly an oy own welssite
mried also an retaiers as diverse as
Costen and Mondstrom

The purpose behind the
foundation and U Sking has
beem my spang grooe and my
wiry Lo begin 1o heal from such
adevasiating loss. Dxarmen never
realized just how dongerous
sun exposune is 1% my mission
tos sk it different for his boys
and all ether children around
the warld. 1 don't want among
to e 16 tell ther boved one,
“It's just skin cancer,” ever
T,
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