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Presidents Report 
Well, here we are at the close of another year and still we are having to deal with unusual issues 
being thrown at us.  These things will be challenging for all of us, the constant flooding we have 
been experiencing this year will continue to affect all Australians for some time to come even if 
the flooding was to end today.  It is hard to believe that as a nation we are still trying to rebuild 
from the fires and now the resources are being stretched even further to help those who have 
lost everything to flooding.  It is going to take a long time for the ground to dry out and this will 
affect how long it will take for the areas that we like to visit to be open to us to enjoy, so some 
patience will be needed. 
Even the war on the other side of the world is affecting our four-wheel driving by pushing the fuel 
prices up and this in turn is pushing everything up, this is putting a lot of pressure on the family 
budget and will do for some time. 
Keeping these things in mind it may be beneficial to have some shorter trips on your trip 
calendars to help keep the costs down. 
We have had some great feedback from the Driver Training Unit about our Driver Awareness 
Facilitators days and are looking forward to continuing them next year, so look out for the dates. 
We will be kicking of the year with a weekend with National Parks in the Megalong valley, details 
are in this newsletter, hopefully we will start to get back to some regular volunteering, these are 
great opportunities to meet with members from other clubs while doing some great stuff for our 
parks and working with some incredible and passionate Parks staff, it has been a long time and I 
am really looking forward to it. 
From the committee and I and all our families we hope that you all have a safe and happy 
Christmas and New year, cheers. 
  
Craig Thomas 
President 

2022 - A Year in Review - As discussed at the AGM in November 

 Negotiated an addition 5% discount for members with Club 4x4 
 The Crescent head dog walkers group asked us to speak at their rally. They see us as an 

association with clout. 
 We had a very successful meeting with our QLD clubs in Brisbane 
 Representing 4wd association at Rattle Trap 
 A new NSW club and 2 new Qld Clubs have joined us this year.  
 Successful Adventure Show  
 Completion of the appointment and contracts finalised for the office position  
 Invited to sit on the Aboriginal handover committee  
 Successful DAFS weekend and workshop (MARCH northern region 

and NOVEMBER southern region) 
 ACMC continuing work on GVM, GCM.  Our office now authorises classic registration for 

seven of the associations. 
 Contact with Melinda Pavey over the problems with National Parks in her area. 
 Appointment to the Hunter RAC. 



 Gardens of Stone working committee for the creation of the recreation area including 
recognition that 4wdriving is not dangerous 

 Reappointment to that Ministers Advisory council as well as the formation of a 
subcommittee to look at how user groups are dealt with in Parks. 

 Part of the working group for the changeover from State Forests to Parks at Belanglo and 
Jellore. 

 Continued improvements in communications with the clubs. 

  2023 Committee 

     

     

     
 
Craig Thomas - President 
Lee Dunstan - VP Lands 
Shane McClymont - VP Clubs 
Rollanda Rosenstrauss - Secretary 
Tony Ellery - Treasurer 
Brain Bird - Committee 
Anthony Timmins - Committee 
Roger Pollett - Committee 
Robert Matysiak – Committee 

The SWOT workshop 
 
Many thanks for the feedback received during and after the Association General Meeting at 
Liverpool Catholic Club where an overview of the planned SWOT (Strength, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities and Threats) workshop was provided. 
  
The SWOT workshop will be held in February, 2023, at Wallerawang. 
  
The aim is to replicate a similar exercise as undertaken 5 years ago and to find out where we are 
at from the members' perspective. 
  
Please note that this is not to be a drawn out "think tank" or a voting exercise. 
We are looking for as much feedback as we can, so club delegate numbers won't apply.  Yes, 
individual club members may be involved either directly or via input to their club delegate. 
  



Responses/comments should be readily available "now", with response wording to be accepted 
"as is". Do not over think this. We are after those items which you may have thought about, 
discussed, or mentioned to others on the areas to be covered. The obvious stuff. 
  
The focus areas are: 

 Club level (Yes, input is required on your club. If we get enough detail, I am sure that 
everyone will benefit. There will be some common threads.)  

 Region level  
 NSW & ACT Inc (Association) 
 National 

To provide some further assistance, the questions asked as we move through the focus areas 
will be.... 
  
Strengths 
“What do we do well?” 
“What unique resources can we draw on?” 
“What do others see as our strengths?” 
  
Weaknesses 
“What could we improve?” 
“Where do we have fewer resources than others?” 
“What are others likely to see as our weaknesses?” 
  
Opportunities 
“What opportunities are open to us?” 
“What trends could we take advantage of?” 
“How can you turn our strengths into opportunities?” 
  
Threats 
“What things could harm us?” 
“What threats do our weaknesses expose us to?” 
“What are our competitors doing?" 
  
If you are really stuck for answers, I'll provide some examples during the session.   
  
The big change from the last workshop, to address Zoom attendees and the importance of each 
response will be that each response is to be individually rated from 1 to 5.   "1 " being "for 
awareness only", through to "5" being "critical, action plan and owner required".  
  
Emailed responses from those on Zoom will be accepted from the start of the session for the 
remainder of the day. 
  
The exercise will take about 2 minutes maximum, per focus area and topic. This will allow a brief 
discussion to take place within individual clubs and the writing of responses. Short points only; 
not long-winded statements please. 
  
As always, if there are any questions, please get back to me. 
  
Yes, I am using my personal email to keep items away from the rest of the executive committee 
until the data has been compiled. 
  



Why you need a SWOT analysis? 

A SWOT analysis is a strategic planning tool used to assess the strengths, weaknesses, 

opportunities, and threats of your business. 

Developing a SWOT analysis can help you look at your business in a new way and from different 

directions. It can also help you to: 

 create or fine tune your business strategy 
 prioritise areas for business growth to achieve your business goals. 

 
regards 
 
Roger Pollett 
Committee Member 
4WD NSW & ACT Inc 
raepollett@gmail.com 

GREEN GULLY PROJECT 25th-26th FEBRUARY 2023 
NPWS would like to invite the 4WD NSW Association members to participate in a working bee to 
plant trees, make tree guards and clean up ex-agricultural debris from Green Gully in the Blue 
Mountains National Park at Megalong Valley. 
 

 
  
The Green Gully Rehabilitation Project will involve a weekend-long event on 25th-26th February 
2023. Assuming this first event is successful, we anticipate organising a 2nd event later in the 
year. A location map is above. 
  
The first day would be a work session planting trees making tree guards, dismantling and 
removing old fences and agricultural equipment. To express NPWS gratitude for the work of the 
4WD members, the second day would be a guided tag-along tour of parts of the Warragamba 
Special Catchment Area, normally closed to the public. The maximum number of 4WD vehicles 
on the tour will be five. 
  



Camping will be at a campsite set up exclusively for the event, separate from other campers. 
Participants will need to be self-sufficient for camping and we will be catering for dinner on 
Saturday Night. NPWS will have 5 personnel assisting with the management of the program and 
the tag along tour.  
  
Warragamba Special Area, schedule 1 and 2 lands will be closed to all vehicle access if the 
catchment area has received substantial rain within 24-48hrs prior to the event. 
  
For any questions or to book in for the event please contact Shane McClymont on the details 
below. 
  
I’m very much looking forward to working with you on what we anticipate will be a satisfying and 
productive weekend. 
Best regards, 
Monica 

 
 
Kind Regards 
Shane McClymont 
Vice President - Clubs 
0418 458 446 
vpclubs@4wdnow.com 

and the winners are..... 
 

ARB 

35L Classic Fridge - Brock Smith, Port Hunter 

RK11 – essentials recovery kit - Brian Bird, Camping with Families 

RK12 – weekender recovery kit - Mandy Obrien, Port Macquarie 

Airlocker camping chair - Brian Bird, Camping With Families 

ARB Toastie - Mandy Obrien, Port Macquarie 

10100376 – ARB Cooler bag - Mandy Obrien, Port Macquarie 

2 x 08500021 – ARB Car Seat Protector - Robert Matysiak, Sturt 

 

THE 4WD ZONE - Bathurst 2795 - $199 

Campfire Flinders 9 Piece Camp Cooking Set RRP $199 

(this prize was unavailable and was substituted with a $200 gift card at the 4WD Zone Bathurst) 

Stephen Campbell, Newcastle 

 

GME $440 

GME 5-Watt Handheld UHF CB Radio (TX6600S) - Clinton Baird Triple Diamond 



LIGHT FORCE $814  

20" (508mm) Dual Row LED Bar Black $660.00 - Alan Morgan, Port Hunter 

ROK LED 20W Ultra Floods (2) $154.00 - John Hurcum, Jackaroo 

TORQIT - $450  

Pedal Torq throttle controller valued at $399.00. - Rachael Smith, Triple Diamond  

Torqit branded Gear 

 

Pack 1 - Janine Hamilton, Port Hunter 

Beanie 

Stubby Holder 

Key Ring 

2 Stickers 

Pen 

Pack 2 - Phil Favaloro, TRAX 

Beanie 

Stubby Holder 

2 Stickers 

Pen 

 

CLUB 4x4 - $90  

Club 4x4 branded Gear 

Pack 1 - Janine Hamilton, Port Hunter 

Beanie 

Stubby Holder 

Polo Shirt Size Large 

Pack 2 - Brian Bird, Camping With Families 

Beanie 

Stubby Holder 

Polo Shirt Size XL 

Pack 3 - Paul Rodgers, Bungarribee 

Beanie 

Stubby Holder 

Polo Shirt Size 2XL  

The Local Sport Defibrillator Grant Program 
2022-2023 funding has been exhausted and applications are now closed. 
 
The NSW Government is allocating $2 million over four years, 2022-26, to assist sporting clubs 
across NSW in the purchase and maintenance of Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs). 
Applicants can request grants for multiple AEDs in a single application to a maximum of three 
devices from pre-qualified providers, but the maximum grant for each AED cannot exceed 
$3,000. 
 
The Local Sport Defibrillator Grant Program opened its 2022-23 round on 30 November 2022 
with an allocation of $500,000. Since that date, the Office of Sport received a high volume of 
applications from sports and recreation organisations. 



 
At the onset of the Program, the NSW Government determined that applications would be 
assessed in the order they were received, and that the program would close on 10 February 
2023 or when the funding was exhausted. 
 
The popularity of the program and the high numbers of eligible organisations has meant that the 
allocation for 2022-2023 has been exhausted and the 2022-23 round is now closed (19 
December 2022). 
 
Successful applicants for 2022-2023 will be notified in the new year. Successful applicants must 
sign a funding agreement with the Office and meet the contract terms. 
The next funding round will open in 2023-2024. 
 
Applicants that were unsuccessful in this round are invited to apply again for the next round 
(noting that Program guidelines could be changed in future years). 
 
 
Kind regards, 
Grants Unit | Office of Sport 
grantsunit@sport.nsw.gov.au 

 
The cost of constant connection to the internet is set to drop 

While Australia will always be a huge country to travel in, technology is continuing to 

make the Big Lap seem an awful lot smaller … and that pattern is continuing apace. 

The dream of many is to be able to be in constant – and affordable – contact with the 

‘outside world’, no matter how remote their adventure, is suddenly very much a 

reality. While the world’s richest man, Elon Musk, may be having his fair share of 

issues with his recent Twitter acquisition, long-term travellers the world over will be 

having few complaints about the direction his Starlink satellite internet service is 

taking. The company recently launched a Starlink RV service which enables the likes 

of grey nomads with the Starlink hardware to access high-speed internet in the 

remotest of areas. SpaceX’s satellite constellation of nearly thousands of satellites 

can beam internet across the globe … and that now seems to allow it to offer 

coverage across the entire Australian continent. And a couple of other things have 

changed in recent days to get travellers even more excited. 

 

 

Until the end of this year, the company says it is more than halving the price of its 



 

hardware to Australian customers … A$450, as opposed to the usual A$924. 

According to the company’s website, there is then a monthly charge of A$174, 

although the Starlink for RVs service can apparently be paused and un-paused, 

allowing users to customise their service to their individual travel needs. The other 

big news from Starlink is that it has also developed a technology that will allow 

travellers to access their internet services while Will grey nomads reach for the 

stars? Lighter, Safer Travel. smartbar.com.au smartbar.com.au Lighter, Safer Travel. 

smartbar.com.au they are literally on the road, as well as when they are set up at 

camp. It says the new Flat High Performance Starlink option will enable users to 

enjoy highspeed, low-latency internet while their vehicle is in motion. While these 

changes may or may not be enough to persuade large numbers to splash out on the 

Starlink services now, there is no doubt that this sort of technology is advancing ever 

faster and becoming ever more accessible. And sooner or later that will have 

consequences for all Big Laps. 

 

From: NPWS Park Planning Mailbox 

Sent: Friday, 4 November 2022 11:35 AM 

Subject: Public Exhibition of the Draft Glenrock State Conservation Area Plan of 

Management and Draft Mountain Biking Plan 

  

The National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) is currently exhibiting a draft plan of 

management for Glenrock State Conservation Area until 6 February 2023. The 

Glenrock State Conservation Area is a popular recreational area for bushwalkers, 

trail runners, mountain bikers, horse riders, beach users and nature lovers, attracting 

almost one million visitors annually. 

  

A plan of management is being developed to protect the park’s natural and cultural 

values, while also responding to increasing number of visitors and providing 

opportunities for a range of outstanding nature-based experiences. Key issues 

addressed in this plan include: 

 protecting natural and cultural values 

 responding to increasing number of visitors and providing sustainable 

recreation opportunities 

 recognising and protecting the important Aboriginal cultural values of the park 

 conserving the significant historic heritage values of the park 

 maintaining and protecting the park’s ecological integrity, biodiversity and 

regional connectivity 



 establishing a sustainable mountain bike network. 

The draft plan is accompanied by the draft Glenrock State Conservation Area 

Planning Considerations report. It is recommended that readers of the draft plan also 

refer to the planning considerations report for detailed explanations of the park’s 

values and management considerations. 

  

The draft mountain biking plan for Glenrock State Conservation Area is also on 

exhibition. This draft plan has been developed. This plan has been developed to 

ensure the conservation of the park’s environmental, cultural and social values while 

also providing new opportunities for environmentally sustainable mountain bike 

riding. 

  

The draft plans can be viewed at www.environment.nsw.gov.au/get-involved/have-

your-say or by appointment at NPWS Lower Hunter Area Office, 1 Wetlands Place, 

Shortland NSW 2307. Contact 02 4946 4100 or 

email npws.lowerhunter@environment.nsw.gov.au to make an appointment. 

  

You are invited to provide feedback on the draft plans in any of the following ways: 

 Take our online survey. 

 The online submission form at www.environment.nsw.gov.au/get-

involved/have-your-say 

 Email your submission to: npws.parkplanning@environment.nsw.gov.au 

 Post your written submission to Manager, NPWS Planning and Assessment, 

Locked Bag 5022, Parramatta 2124. 

  

All submissions must be received by 6 February 2023. Your submission will be 

provided to relevant advisory bodies prior to the draft plan being sent to the Minister 

for Environment and Heritage for adoption. 

  

See www.environment.nsw.gov.au/help/privacy.htm for information on how we will 

treat any personal information you provide. 

  

If you have any questions about the park or the draft plan, please contact me 

at npws.parkplanning@environment.nsw.gov.au. 

  

  



 

 

Barry Hayden 

Manager Planning and Assessment 

NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service 
 

 

JUST IN CASE YOU MISSED IT..... 

 
The Southern Tablelands 4WD Club is running a summer raffle.  
  
FLYER contains a QR code or alternatively click on the link below. 
Either will open the raffle webpage. 
It is open now and will close at 7:00pm on the 14/02/2023. 
The draw will take place at 9:00pm 14/2/2023. 
https://www.raffletix.com.au/?ref=4p77v 

Barrington Tops Volunteer activity 
 
Dear Brock 
We are writing to invite you to our end of year Barrington Scotch Broom events. Get in quick 
places are limited! 
This year and next  there is a 4wd events and a 2wd events. Please refer to the attached flyers 
or click the links below for more information. 
Bookings are Essential: 
Register for the 4wd event at Little Murray:   MORE INFO 

 8th till 11th of December 2022 
 2nd till the 5th February 2023 

 
Here:  http://bttr.im/olrqf 
Register for the 2wd event at Polblue:  MORE INFO 

 10th till 13th of November 2022 
 23rd till 16th February 2023  



Here:   http://bttr.im/3td13 
If you still have queries please contact us via email: conservation.hccb@environment.nsw.gov.au 
We are looking forward to seeing you there!  
Regards, 
  
Nicola Booth & Boyd Carney and the NPWS Barrington Tops team 
Hunter Central Coast Branch 
National Parks and Wildlife Service  

Adventure Show Eastern Creek 

September 8th 9th and 10th 2023 

Put it on your trip calendar now and start your plans for a club stand. 

Need a ZOOM meeting? 
Do you need a zoom meeting for your club? 
You are welcome to use the Association account. 
Please email Maggie with date, start time and duration. 
office@4wdnow.com 


