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ART SHOW PREVIEW 

Together Again 
In a new location for its 22nd·annual show, Celebration of Fine Art 
continues to connect artists and collectors. 

T o start the new year in Scottsdale, 

Arizona, is the 1 0-week 22"d annual 

Celebration of Fine Art. The show, 

which will run January 14 to March 25, takes 

place at a new location on the southwest 
corner of Hayden Road and Loop 101 

(1 mile east of its previous spot). Celebration 

of Fine Art is open to the public daily from 10 
a. m. to 6 p.m. Visitors can purchase a one

time pass-$1 0 for adults, $8 for seniors and 

military, free for children 12 and younger
that grants them access to the event for all 

10 weeks. 
"Moving to a new site gives us an 

opportunity to make some changes and 

improvements in the overall set up," says 

co-owner and show director Susan Morrow 
Potje in a press release. "One thing that won't 

change is our commitment to excellence. 

We've built a reputation on delivering great 
quality art and a wonderful , welcoming 

experience to our visitors." 

H oused in 40,000-square-foot "big 
white tents", Celebration of Fine Art serves as 

a temporary studio to 100 artists- many of 

whom are repeat exhibitors-from around the 
country. T his studio-like atmosphere allows 

artists and collectors to mingle and make (or 

rekindle) connections. Similar to its previous 
location, there will be an outdoor sculp ture 

garden that holds almost 100 life-size and 

monumental sculpture. Also on site will be 
a working kiln where visitors can watch daily 

fi rings. 
Among the artists participating in this 

year's event are David W. Jackson, Heidi 
Rosner, Becky Joy, Marty Le Messurier, 
Russell Ricks, and Montana Blue Heron. 

"I always look forward to participating 

in Celebration of Fine Art," remarks David W. 

Jackson. "You can feel the positive, creative 
energy from this d iverse, talented group of 

artists that I call family for three months of 

the year. Wonderful art, fantastic patrons 
and a great staff all combine to create an 

incredible show." Marty Le Messurier, Wrapped in Her Jewels, oil, 56 x 36" 



' David W. Jackson 
www.davidjacksonstudio.com 

8017912107 

exhibiting at Celebration of Fine Art (Booths 218/219) 

January 14 - March 25, 2012 

Early Snow, 36 x 48 oil Aspen Shadows, 48 x 36 oil 
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David W. Jackson, A Window Full, oil, 20 x 30" 
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For this year's evene Jackson will display 
A Window Full among his paineings. "Passing 

by many windows and doorways in che village 

streets ofTuscany, one in panicular grabbed my 
attention. All I needed was a canvas and paine," 

he muses of the inspiration for che work. 

Self-taught painter Heidi Rosner, 
who works predominately in watercolor, is 
participating in Celebration of Fine Art for the 
lO'h time. 

"I paine from life experiences," says 

Rosner. "I am an avid gardener and love to 

travel abroad. My newest works are from our 
trip to Italy chis summer. We spene time in che 

Val d'Orcia region in southern Tuscany and 

chese pieces reflect the rich landscapes typical 
of chat part of che world. I also have a new 

series of floral paineings that are taken direcdy 
from my garden in Northern California." 

"I'm a second-generation artist (son of the 

late anise Don Ricks)," notes Russell Ricks. 

"I was born in 1958 and raised in Rexburg, 
Idaho, which was also the headquarters of an 

annual summer plein air workshop known as 

Painting Vacations. This summer workshop 
ran for about 12 years beginning in June of 

1970. T hrough this school, which my father 

organized, I received training from renowned 
artists Sergei Bongart and Milford Zornes, 

along with my farner. I have made art my living 

and my passion for the past 30 years." 
Montana Blue Heron is a collaboration 

of William and Marilyn Stevens, rwo self

taught weavers who explore the possibilities of 
the woven form. Utilizing anciene techniques, 
which were grounded in che purely functional, 

they have created graceful , colorful and 

sculptural weavings that have replaced the 
functional with the wonderfully aesthetic. 

Participating in Celebration of Fine Art 
for 16 years, Montana Blue Heron display 

the new year's latest additions of their body 

of work, ranging from the sculptural three
dimensional to their unique aspen-framed wall 
pieces. Custom installations are one of cheir 

specialties. 
Wrapped in Her jewels by Marty Le 

Messurier is a Navajo woman's dress with her 

beaded bag and jewelry hanging on a peg 
against an adobe wall. 

Russell Ricks, In Search of Sweeter Grasses, 
oil on stretched poly-flex canvas, 60 x 48" 
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Heidi Rosner, The Road Less Traveled, watercolor on board, 24 x 36" 
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"The depth and luminosity of oil paints work well 

with my realistic style," explains Le Messurier. 
"I can glaze thin coats of one color over another 

ro capture subtleties of light or shadow, or use 

chick layers for realistic detail. Favorite subjects are 
an old pair of beaded moccasins or a scene from 
my travels." 

This is Le Messurier's 22"d year at Celebration 
of Fine Art. Her favorite question asked by someone 

watching her paint is "When will this be done?" . 

"Time and again a cl ient will check back, 
sometimes daily, on the progress of a piece," she 

says. "! have sold many paintings over the years 

because someone has felt pare of the creation 
process from start ro finish." • 

Celebration of Fine Art 

When: January 14-March 25, open daily 

10 a.m. ro 6 p.m. 

Where: On the southwest corner of Hayden 
Road and Loop I 01, off Exit 35, in Scottsdale, 
Arizona. 

Infurmation: www.celebrateart.com 

Montana Blue Heron, "Ponytail" Santa Fe Chicken, 
26 X 16" 



r---~------~--=~-----r----------------------------------------------------------------------~r-------------~ ~ 

Celebration of Fine Art is housed in a 40,000-square-foot 
facility where 100 artists set up working studios. 

Celebration of Fine Art 
SW comer of Hayden Road and Loop 101, Exit 35 
Scottsdale, AZ 85255 
(480) 443-7695 
www.celebrateart. com 

Celebration of Fine Art enters its 22"d year 

of connecting art lovers and artists under its 

"big white tents" in Scottsdale. The event will 

debut in a new location starting in 2012, just 
1 mile east of the previous site. O ne hundred 

artists from across the country will set up 

working studios where they will showcase 
their work for the 1 0-week juried event. 

Visitors will see the works in progress 

and learn what inspires the arciscs co create 
their works of art as they scroll through the 

40,000-square-fooc facility. The passion chat 

inspires the anises is translated into the pieces 
they create and the stories chat they share. 

Each artist in every studio has something 

unique to offer. 
The studio exhibit space surrounds an 

open courtyard that will house up co 100 

pieces of life-size and monumental sculpture. 
All works are available to purchase and can be 

shipped worldwide. 
Arc lovers will find artists at work every 

day from January 14 through March 25; open 

daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Middle: Celebration of Fine Art, 5 1 Split in Shop, oil on 
board, 46 x 55', by Santiago Michalek. 

Right: Celebration of Fine Art, Coastal Laguna Study, 
oil on board, 16 x 20", by Josh Clare. 
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