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ART SHOW PREVIEW 

Celebration of Fine Art 
Artists and collectors rekindle connections under Scottsdale's "big 
white tents" during the 21 sr annual Celebration of Fine Art. 

The Celebration of Fine Art 's 40,000-square-foot tented venue featu res works f rom 100 art ists who w ill be present and creating during the 1 0-week event. 

For 10 weeks every winter, che 
Celebration of Fine Art, now in its 21" 

year, returns ro irs "big white rents" 

in Scottsdale, Arizona. T his unique venue is 
40,000 square feet and becomes a temporary 

home to 100 arrisrs and their working studios 

from across the United Stares, Canada and the 
UK. T his juried event opens January 15 and 

runs through March 27. 

Among the artists participating are: 
Donna Armstrong, Sue Averell, Donna 
Bernstein, Brent Brimhall, Aaron 

Bushnell, JR Eason, Richard Hall, Tom 
Lucas, Bruce Marion, Michael McKee, 

Richard Ian Mitchell, Penny Benjamin 

Peterson, Fiona Purdy, H eidi Rosner, 
Gregory Sievers, Matthew Sievers, Jennifer 

Vranes and others. 

H ere, new and established collectors are 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 188 
Bruce Marion, Metro: Nightfall, acryl ic on canvas, 48 x 72" 
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Brent Brimhall, Eiffel Tower Brilliance, oil, 48 x 18" 
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given the opportunity to meet working artists, visit 
their studios, find out how and why they create their 

works and even participate in their creative process. 
T he event itsel f is a commitment for the artists as 

they must be present at their booths. However, this 
does give them the opportunity to meet with their 

collectors firsthand and create a lasting connection 

with them. 
A full spectrum of mediums will be 

represented at Celebration of Fine Art, which is 

juried for quality and variety. Collectors will find 

oils, watercolors, pastels, sculptures, assemblages 
to glass, ceramics, stones, furniture, jewelry and 

more. Genres represented range ftom realistic 

to impressionistic, traditional to contemporary, 
landscapes to stillli fes and all that is in between. 

According to the Celebration of Fine Art 

website, "Its most lasting impact, audiences and 
artists agree, are the deep, personal connections that 

form between artists and arc lovers. Those connections 

are nurtured by the artful, convivial environment. 
Purposefully informal, it is always professional and 

encourages conversation 

and friendships between 
artists and patrons. T his 

comfortable atmosphere 

also inspires camaraderie 
among the artists who 

enjoy the professional 

stimulation they find 
working along side each 

other 111 studios 

during the 10-
weekshow." 

When Brent 

Brimhall paints, his 

passion for his art 
and his love affair 

with color shine 

through. He mixes 

his own unique -+ 

JR Eason, 
After Sun down, 
bronze, 5' 

Artist Brent Brimhall with his works. 
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Tom Lucas, Prayer Pipe, oil, 15 x 30" 

Tom Lucas, Eagle Spirit, oil, 12 x 9" 

essence with the energy of everything around 
him in that moment-screaming blue heavens 

with whispering aspens, snowball whites with 

the scent of summer grass. His artistic paths 
have reached six continents, with a constant 

desire to breathe the simplicity and the 

Penny Benjamin Peterson, See, mixed media acrylic, 18 x 18" 

complexity of cultures into the multi-layers of 

his work. 
The culmination of his experiences 

is birthed in his Rejlectionism series. Each 

selection in this genre entices viewers to share 
in the moment- jump in, surrender, play, 

grieve, laugh, etc. Nature's light and earth's 

colors surge, harmonize, and fascinate the 

palate. With bold colors on the periphery, each 
separate piece provides an experience filled 

with intrigue, hope and promise. 
Matthew Sievers' unique and -+ 
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Gregory Sievers, The Superstitions, 24 x 30" 

recognizable style includes spontaneous 
brushwork and liberal palette knife. His 
playful and colorful compositions celebrate 
on the canvas of the mind. Of his work, the 
artist states, "I love painting with bold strokes 

and bright colors. I may have to wipe them 
out 20 times, but once it comes together, 
a strong approach is so captivating." 

Abstract and impressionist painter, 
Bruce Marion, has been with the Celebration 
of Fine Art for seven years. "I just love the 

experience," says the artist. "Getting to know 
the community of artists at the show has been 
fabulous, but the real treat has been getting to 
meet the collectors year after year." 

Marion, who is now applying his use 
of color and light to abstracted landscapes, 
cityscapes and figurative work, explains 
that his goal is the same as his abstracts- to 
convey the feeling and emotion. "Celebration 
is a wonderful venue for my exploration 
because my fans and collectors are sharing 

the journey with me," he says. 
Tom Lucas, who is in his eighth year 

at Celebration of Fine Art, is a self-taught 
artist with over 40 years of experience. He is 
represented by Silver Sage Gallety, Turpin 

Gallery and Shadid Fine Art. Inspired by his 
childhood memories of Charlie Russell, Lucas 
has always had a deep desire to create art of the 

Western culture. 
"It is said that art is a statement of 

a current time and place, my art takes ~ 
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Bruce Marion, Vista: Hope's Horizon, acrylic on canvas, 36 x 60" 

me to a past nme and place, one filled 

with arti fac ts and history," says Lucas. 

"Telling stories with my oils is an emotional 

journey that is a d irect reflection of my 

life experiences. My desire to be a Western 

artist stems from my lifestyle as a cowboy, 

mountain man and outdoorsman." 

Gregory Sievers feels that his work can 

affect people on many levels, and he enjoys 

painring a variety of subjects and themes 

and is always finding new ways to express 

his romantic leanings. A unique form of 

impressionism can be seen in his style. Many 

of the early impressionist styles were far more 

detailed than most realize. Though Sievers' 

painrings appear to be quite detailed, looking 

closer will reveal expressive brushwork and 

charming impressionistic textures. 

"I guess I would say that my bronze 

'people' are a result of the need to express my 

emotions," says artist JR Eason, who explains 

that she creates from her soul and chooses 

not to use models or photos (except for 

commissioned work). -+ 

Sue Averell, Glowing Afternoon, 
acrylic on canvas, 36 x 36" 
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Michael McKee, Aspen Walk, soft pastel, 39 x 48" 

Eason's stylized figurative creations are mostly of 

women, being one herself she feels she can relate ro 

the subject matter. However, she has always been 

drawn to the "real cowboy" and strives ro recreate 

his essence as opposed ro derailing rhe clothing 

and gear. Eason does admit rhough, "My guys will 

always be wearing rhe Australian duster and, of 

course, a hat." 

Afrer having been inspired by the range and 

density of color found in rhe rexrure of the high 

desert landscape of New Mexico, artist Michael 

McKee began pain ring with pastels. While viewing 

an incredible sunser with his wife, he leaned down 

ro pick up rhe New Mexican earth and "could feel 

the sunset in his hands." The feeling reminded him 

of sofr pastels. 

"My work reflects a love for rhe medium -+ 

Jennifer Vranes, Mountain View, 
thick acrylic on canvas, 30 x 40" 
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Aaron Bushnell, Hover Train, oil on board, 16 x 16" 

of soft pastels and an appreciation of 

the balance between 'color, expression 

and technique,"' says McKee. "There 

is a connected energy I feel with the 

medium of soft pastels that I get 

from no other and the fi ne grain of 

pigmem in my hands feels as if I am 

painting with the earth itself. " 

Having always had a fascination 

with impressionist painters, Aaron 

Bushnell attempts to paint 111 

a similar manner. 

"I pai nt like a maniac. Ideas 

and methods are almost exclusively 

intuitive. I apply pain t with many 

apparatuses, not always limited to 

brushes. It is wonderful when the 

painting gods sway fate in my favor," 

says Bushnell, who also enjoys plein 

air painting because it gives him the 

opportunity to experience his subject 

matter on a deeper level. 

Sue Averell's signature style -+ Fiona Purdy, Too Wild for Tiffany, acrylic on gallery w rap 
canvas, 40 x 30" 

Richard lan Mitchell, Inuit Mother and Baby, pen and 
ink (burnt amber), 30 x 20" 
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Equation, 72 x 48" 

602-989-4534 
PBPstudios@gmail .com 
www.pennytheartist.com 
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of thickly layered 

paint inrrigues both 

new and experienced 

collecwrs. H er work is 

inspired by her travels 

and her home near San 

Francisco, Califomia. As 

Averell explains, "What 

I love most about painting 

is when I get chat first 

spark of inspiration fo r 

a new painting and the rush 

of excitement I have when 

spreading the color on freshly 

prepared canvas." 

Penny Benjamin 

Peterson, who will be 

participating at the 

Celebration of Fine Arc 

for her 14'" year, finds 

visual inspiration in the 

Arizona sky, mountains 

and desert landscapes chat 

she has been surrounded 

by for most of her li fe. This 

Donna Armstrong, 
iolite tear in 

reticulated silver 
and 14k gold 

inspiration combined with life expenences is what 

drives her passion to create. 

She is known fo r her richly colored abstract 

paintings. They are layered with paint and 

meaning. Many of her paintings incorporate 

words and quotes that inspire the viewer w look 

for the best that life has to o ffe r. "Collecwrs will 

see a return to my collages along wich some new 

techn iques that I have perfected over the summer," 

says Peterson. • 

Top: 
Donna Bernstein, Stampede, mixed media 
acrylics on gallery-wrapped canvas, 36 x 48" 

Right: 
Heidi Rosner, Tuscany in the Spring, 
watercolor on paper, 30 x 22' 

Celebration of Fine Art 

When: Jan. 15-March 27, 2011, open daily from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Where: On the southeast corner of Scottsdale Road 
and Mayo Boulevard, just south of the Loop I 0 I off 
Exit 34 in Scottsdale, Ariwna. 

Admission: $8 adults; $7 seniors and military; 
children under 12 free. The ticket is an all-event pass 
that's good fo r all I 0 weeks of the show and sale. 

Information: www.celebrateart.com 
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