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TATTOOS 
On the very surface of skin 

«Show me a man with a tattoo and I’ll show  you a man with an interesting past.»  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  

Jack London 

«My body is my journal, and my tattoos are my story.» 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	                      Johnny Depp 
 

Attracted by tattoos, the artist Yuna Bert knew as soon as she made one that for her 

the way was only beginning. His sincere admiration for the artists of the tattoo 

inspired him a new series of works constituting extensions of the domain of the skin 

and the parcelling narratives with strong power of evocation. 

In this new series, Yuna Bert reveals the ritual dimension of the tattoo, an incarnated 

poetry. For religious purposes or referring to an emotional, physical, personal 

experience, the tattoo proceeds entirely from the engraving of an ideal in our being. 

The new series Tattoos, exploiting allegorical forms, develops a universal artistic 

language for individuals in search of meaning and spirituality. 

     Yuna Bert invites us to a sensational and symbolic journey, a journey to the very 

surface of skin. 
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DAGGER 

The sword or dagger is one of the 
most complex and most common 
symbols. On the one hand, the sword 
is a formidable weapon carrying life 
or death, on the other - the ancient 
and powerful force that appeared 
simultaneously with the Cosmic 
equilibrium and was its opposite. 

The dagger is also a powerful magical 
symbol emblem of witch craft. In 
addition, the dagger or sword is a 
symbol of power, justice, supreme 
justice, pervasive reason, insight, 
phallic power, light. 

GRAPE 

Grapes - one of the oldest symbols of 
fertility, abundance and vitality. The 
vine is one of the symbols of Christ. 
The importance of wine in many 
religious rituals is based on the 
symbolic connection of grapes with 
the Divine blessing. The vine was the 
first plant planted by Noah after the 
flood. 

Grape juice resembles human blood. 
But grapes are also seen as a symbol 
of the solar spirit. 

SUN 

The sun is one of the twelve symbols of power, the main symbol of the created energy. 
As a source of heat, the Sun represents vitality, passion, courage and eternal youth. As a light 
source, it symbolizes knowledge, intellect. In most traditions, the Sun is a symbol of the 
masculine. The sun also is life, vitality, the embodied character of the personality, the heart 
and its aspirations. 

TRINITY 

The Trinity is a symbol of unity in diversity. In Christianity, it is the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit or Mary, Joseph and Jesus. 
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OAK 

Oak - a symbol of power, endurance, 
longevity and nobility, and also glory. In 
ancient Rome, a wreath of oak leaves 
was the highest award to the victorious 
leader. 
As an emblem of valor and courage oak 
(oak leaf, oak branch, oak wreath, oak 
garland) use in military signs the 
differences in many countries. 

STAR TETRAHEDRON 

A star tetrahedron is a figure consisting 
of two interconnected tetrahedra. This 
figure can also be perceived as a three-
dimensional star of David. 

Tetrahedra appear as two opposite 
laws: the law of the spirit (radiation, 
bestowal, selflessness, unselfishness) 
and the law of matter (drawing in, 
cooling, congealing, paralysis). Only 
man can consciously combine these two 
laws, since he is the link between the 
world of spirit and the world of matter. 

Thus, the star tetrahedron represents 
the two poles of creation in complete equilibrium. 

PLATONIC SOLIDS 

Platonic Solids are a set of five, three dimensional, shapes that date back to the Greek 
mathematician Pythagoras and later named after the Greek Philosopher Plato. The 
Tetrahedron, Cube, Octahedron, Dodecahedron and Icosahedron each have unique 
characteristics, in that the sides, edges and angles are all congruent. In other words, all sides 
are equal, the angles are the same and the faces are identical. 

ROOTS 

Another profound spiritual lesson from tree symbolism comes from the roots. They serve as 
anchors, gripping tightly into the Mother (Earth). They form a symbiotic union with the 
earth, drawing from her various nutrients and water. Tree roots can span for miraculous 
lengths - like branches - ever reaching out for more. This is metaphoric of our own inner root 
systems of beliefs and spirituality. We must dig deep, and be firmly rooted in a structured 
system of beneficent beliefs. It's the only way we are insured upward mobility. 

A vital observation about roots is they are unseen. They remain (mostly) underground. In 
much the same way, our spiritual progress will be hidden from view to the common eye. Our 
growth and power occurs beneath superficial layers. Moreover, our belief systems are much 
like root systems of a tree - they are sacred, tacit and they anchor us in our lives. 
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TIGER 

Tiger is a symbol of energy, 
strength, speed and talent. 
This image is both lunar and 
sunny at the same time. He is 
both the creator and 
destroyer. The tiger 
struggling with a snake is a 
symbol of solar power. In 
the battle with a lion or 
dragon, he becomes a 
symbol of the lunar, cruel 
and ferocious. In Europe, a 
tiger is a symbol of power 
and vampirism. In the Far 
East it is a symbol of nobility 
and happiness. 

The spiritual significance of 
Tiger teaches us the gift and 
skill of walking meditation. 
Tigers meaning is powerful 
and as a craft that has been 
passed down his lineage 
through the ages, growing 
more acute with every eon, it 
lends him the power of 

guided vision. 

Like a wise sole, the Tiger guides you to create sacred space that you can call completely your 
own, your own secret lair hidden in plain view, where others cannot enter without your 
permission. 

Animal Symbolism of the Tiger in Chinese Culture 
In China, the tiger is considered the king of all beasts (not the lion) and represents powerful 
energy. Further, the tiger is associated with Tsai Shen Yeh, the Chinese God of Wealth, and 
this god is usually seen sitting on a tiger in Asian art. 

Asian lore considers the tiger the protector of the dead, and will often be seen in graves as a 
mark of protection, assuring peace for those who have passed. 

Tigers are considered a yang energy, and are also a solar animal which associates them with 
symbolisms of the sun, summer and fire. 

OCTAHEDRON 

The Octahedron is the third in the series of the five Platonic Solid shapes. It contains 8 faces, 
6 vertices and 12 edges. This symmetrical solid is made up of eight triangles, which is formed 
from placing two square based pyramids base to base. 
There are several crystals that will exhibit this natural occurring formation including Fluorite, 
Spinel, Magnetite, and Diamond to name a few. 
Octahedron - Air Element 

Presentation Tattoo Series �4

http://www.whats-your-sign.com/yin-yang-symbols.html


Yuna Bert Octobre 2017

SKULL 

BULL SKULL TATTOOS 

Although a skull is the epitome of 
Death and Destruction, a bull's 
skull - much like a buffalo skull - 
symbolizes Life and Prosperity in 
Native American folklore. In fact, 
the two are often interchangeable. 
Contrastingly, seeing a bull's skull 
during the days of the Wild West 
meant that death was near, since 
these bones were usually found in 
parched, untamed lands.  
There are a variety of different 
beliefs when it comes to the bull 
skull or steer skull. Some Native 
American tribes believed that the 
bull skull is a symbol of life-long 
protection from all natural 
elements. The bull skull 
symbolizes attributes of the bull, 
such as courage, toughness, and 
agility. 

ROSES 

The rose has a polar symbolism: it 
is heavenly perfection and earthly 
passion, time and eternity, life and 
death, fertility and virginity. It is 
also a symbol of the heart, the 
center of the universe, the cosmic 

wheel, the divine, romantic and sensual love. 
Rose is the completion, the mystery of life, its center, the unknown, beauty, grace, happiness, 
but also voluptuousness, passion. 

PYRAMID 

The pyramid is a symbol of the hierarchy that exists in the universe. In any area, the symbol 
of the pyramid can help to move from the lower plane of multiplicity and fragmentation to 
the higher plane of unity. 
It is believed that the initiates chose the shape of the pyramid for their sanctuaries because 
they wanted the lines converging toward the top, rushing toward the Sun, to teach mankind a 
lesson of unity. 

ARROWS 

Arrow tattoos are a hugely popular tattoo design because of the symbolism of arrows. The 
meaning behind the tattoo is that an arrow can only be shot by pulling it backwards. Arrow 
tattoos are supposed to be a reminder that difficulties in life will actually propel you 
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forwards, and on to better things. An arrow tattoo can also symbolize moving towards your 
goals, and not going backwards. It has the idea of heading in a direction with purpose, and as 
a weapon it can also symbolize power. It’s a brilliant positive symbol, which is why it’s so 
popular as a tattoo. 
Two crossed arrows can also represent friendship in Native American culture. A popular 
twist on this is two friends each getting an arrow tattoo on a finger, so that when they are 
together they can make the crossed arrow symbol. 

NUMBER 7 (seven roses) 

The first number of a regular hexagon (six faces and one center). 

Three and four form seven together, another sacred number. Containing a triple as a symbol 
of Heaven and soul and four as a symbol of the Earth and the body, the seven is the first 
number embracing both the spiritual and the temporal. The number of sacraments pertaining 
to the spiritual side of things is a mysterious divine power in nature. 
Seven is the mystical nature of man: 7 = 3 (mind, soul, spirit) + 4 (world). The seven doors 
of man: two eyes, two ears, two nostrils and a mouth. 

In addition, seven - the number of the universe, the macrocosm, means completeness and 
totality. 

And not only on earth, but also in heaven there is this seven: in the seven stars of the Great 
Bear (sometimes they are considered "inviolate", since they are visible all year round in the 
northern hemisphere), in seven stars of each truly constellated constellation. For truly the 
number seven, depicting the three fundamental principles of the world, reflected in the 
fourfold law of dynamics, is the number governing the life of the Cosmos. The three higher 
principles dominate the four lower and possess their elements. 

The number seven is perfection, confidence, security, peace, abundance, restoration of the 
integrity of the world, synthesis, as well as virginity and the number of the Great Mother. 
The seven cosmic eras, the Seven Heavens, the regions of hell, the main planets and the 
corresponding metals, the world spheres, the rays of the Sun (the seventh ray of the Sun is 
the path by which a person passes from this world to the next). Seven human ages, pillars of 
wisdom, rainbow colors, days of the week, notes, octaves, wonders of the world, seven 
deadly sins, seven categories of absolute appreciation. 
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MOTH 

A moth tattoo can symbolize 
dreams, shadows or secret 
knowledge, as moths are 
nocturnal animals. The 
animals are also a sign of 
faith, determination and 
attraction. 

Moths are attracted to light, 
which is often associated 
with truth or spiritual 
awareness. For some people, 
a moth tattoo could 
symbolize similar aspirations.  

Light is also a symbol for the 
presence of God, so a moth 
tattoo might be a display of 
faith. 

Moths are adept navigators at 
night. A tattoo of a moth 
could symbolize that the 
wearer is determined to find 
their way in life, even when 

passing through dark times. 

Being a symbol of the soul and its transforming course, butterflies captivate us reminding us 
our need to constantly evolve to something better and more beautiful. Their relatives, the 
moths add to that symbolism, a veil of dark mystery and seductiveness that resembles our 
dark subconscious and its struggle during its spiritual journey to the light. 

Moth finds its way following the moonlight and in its absence, man`s artificial lights. Her 
persistence to follow the light trusting her instincts and ignoring or defying danger, makes it 
so spontaneous and determined as vulnerable at the same time. Something that reminds us 
our need to “listen” our deeper instincts, our intuition, even having our dreams as guides 
in the dark hours of our lives that nothing is as we saw it bathed in daylight. For that, the 
moth symbolizes the development of intuition and psychic powers as well. 

SPHERE  

A symbol of fertility (like the circle), and integrity. In Ancient Greece, the sign of the sphere 
was a cross in the circle - the ancient emblem of power. A sphere made up of several metal 
rings illustrating the cosmogonic theory of Ptolemy, who believed that the Earth is in the 
center of the Universe - an ancient emblem of astronomy. 

EYE OF PROVIDENCE 

The Eye of Providence is a realistically depicted eye within one or more additional elements: 
a triangle, a burst of light and/or clouds. 

Presentation Tattoo Series �7



Yuna Bert Octobre 2017

Originally, the symbol represented the all-seeing eye of God. Some people continue to refer 
to it as the "All-Seeing Eye." It generally implies that God looks favorably upon whatever 
endeavor is utilizing the symbol. 
The Eye of Providence employs a number of symbols that would have been familiar to those 
viewing it. The triangle has been used for many centuries to represent the Christian trinity. 
Bursts of light and clouds are commonly used to depict holiness, divinity, and God. 

MOON 

The Moon’s cyclical journey through the heavens and its constantly evolving form 
provided early societies with a powerful symbol for the cycle of human life. From crescent to 
full Moon, its forms were each attributed a special significance, as were lunar eclipses. In 
addition to influencing the tides, weather, and life in general, the Moon was credited with 
ruling over human destiny. 

The cyclical waxing and waning of the Moon is symbolic of birth, life, death, and rebirth. 
The crescent, waxing Moon represents growth, while the waning Moon is associated with 
death.   

RAVEN 

Raven and crow 
have a similar 
symbolism. On the 
one hand, crows are 
associated with war, 
death, desolation, 
evil misfortunes. 
Because of their 
blackness, they are 
considered symbols 
of chaos and 
darkness, preceded 
by the light of 
creation. 
On the other hand, 
the crow is a symbol 
of wisdom and 
justice. The raven 
has a connection 
with the world of the 
dead, he can get live 
and dead water. 
There is an opinion 
that the crow is an 

assistant in the journey and a predictor. 
In some cultures it represents the Sun and wisdom and in others darkness and destruction. 

KEY 

Key is a very powerful symbol. Power, choice, breath, freedom of action, knowledge, 
initiation. Although the keys can both lock and unlock doors, they are almost always symbols 
of access, liberation and initiation, progressively moving from one stage of life to another. 
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DAGGER 

The sword is one of the most complex and most common symbols. On the one hand, the 
sword is a formidable weapon carrying life or death, on the other - the ancient and powerful 
force that appeared simultaneously with the Cosmic equilibrium and was its opposite. 

The dagger is also a powerful magical symbol emblem of witch craft. In addition, the dagger 
or sword is a symbol of power, justice, supreme justice, pervasive reason, insight, phallic 
power, light. 

CHINESE DRAGON 

The Legend of the Carp 
As legend tells a carp once saw a 
mountain and wanted to visit it. The 
determined fish swam upstream, over 
waterfalls and through rapids to reach the 
mountain. The carp came upon a 
mythical Dragon Gate, successfully 
leaped over it and became a dragon. 
Chinese dragons are strongly associated 
with moving water such as rivers, oceans 
and waterfalls. They are known as the 
lords of moving water. 

The Symbolism of the Dragon 
Unlike the dragons found in the western 
culture, Chinese dragons are gentle, 
friendly and wise. Depicted as mythical 
dragon drawings it is easy to understand 
why these beautiful creatures, the dragons 
of China, were loved and worshiped. 
Considered the angels of the Orient, the 
dragon symbolizes the natural forces of 
nature. yin yang dragons symbolize the 
balance of all things in the universe. 
The Chinese dragon, known as Lung or 
Long, symbolizes many things including: 
	 •	 Greatness 
	 •	 Blessing 
	 •	 Goodness 
	 •	 Power 

	 •	 Excellence 
	 •	 Perseverance 
	 •	 Heroism 
	 •	 Boldness 
	 •	 Divinity 
	 •	 Nobility 
	 •	 Optimism 
	 •	 Energy 
	 •	 Intelligence 
	 •	 Male fertility and vigor 
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	 •	 The Emperor - the Son of the Heaven 

Treasure Dragon 
Believed to live in caves deep in the earth the (fu-can-long) or treasure dragon had charge of 
all the precious jewels and metals buried in the earth. Each of these dragons had a magical 
pearl that was reputed to multiply if it was touched. This pearl was as symbol of the most 
valuable treasure, wisdom. 
Over the ages many other forms and hybrid animals related to the Chinese dragon have 
emerged as part of dragon lore. There are said to be nine distinct offshoots of the dragon 
that are carved as mystical symbols on doors, gates, swords, and other implements as means 
of protection and as harbingers of good fortune. 

The Dragon Pearl 
The luminous ball or pearl often depicted under the dragon’s chin or seen to be spinning in 
the air, pursued by one or two dragons is thought to be a symbolic representation of the 
‘sacred pearl’ of wisdom or yang energy. Pearl symbolism, like lunar symbolism arises 
from Daoist roots and the connections, are extremely complex.  

This pearl can be said to stand most often for ‘truth’ and ‘life’ – perhaps even 
everlasting life which is made available to those who perceive the truth and attain 
enlightenment. 
The dragon’s pearl can also be thought of as a symbol for universal Qi the progenitor of all 
energy and creation. The dragons seem to be depicted in attitudes of pursuit. He is seen to be 
reaching out eagerly to clutch at the elusive object, mouth open in anticipation and eyes 
bulging with anticipation of achieving the prize afforded by clutching the pearl. 
In connection with the dragon the pearl has been called the image of thunder, of the moon, 
of the sun, of the egg emblem of the dual influences of nature, and the ‘pearl of 
potentiality’. The pearl is most often depicted as a spiral or a globe.  

In Daoist concepts the moon, pearls, dragons and serpents are inextricably linked. Like the 
snake that is reborn when it sheds its skin, the moon is reborn each month, and both are 
symbols of immortality. Like the dragon, the moon is always associated with water; its 
undeniable power over the tides is believed to extend to all liquids on earth. The dragons that 
lived in the sea were said to be inordinately fond of pearls and collected them and watched 
over them in great submarine palaces. 
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LIZARD 

This brisk, fast-moving animal is a 
symbol of agility, elusiveness, and rebirth 
(the latter) due to the lizard's ability to 
leave its tail caught, which then grows 
back. Lizards, because they hide in the 
shade during the heat of the day, are 
considered the keepers of the shadows, 
as well as the keepers of sleep and 
dreams. The lizard, in addition, can 
symbolize the subconscious and shadow 
of our inner world. 
The lizard was considered a good sign in 
Egypt and in the ancient world, where it 
was sometimes associated with wisdom. 
It became an attribute of allegorical 
images of Logic. The symbol of Mercury, 
the messenger of the gods. 

APPLE BLOSSOM FLOWER 

Apple blossom flowers are a symbol of 
the heart’s pleasures and delights. The 
magic of this flower is its ability to 
transform your mood and lift your 
spirits, to raise your vibrations. Apple 
blossom is aligned to the heart chakra. 
The apple tree is a symbol of fertility, one 
of the symbols of Mother Earth. 
Blossoming apple-tree - eternal youth, 
and in China - peace and beauty. 

SUN 

The sun is one of the twelve symbols of power, the main symbol of the created energy. 
As a source of heat, the Sun represents vitality, passion, courage and eternal youth. As a light 
source, it symbolizes knowledge, intellect. In most traditions, the Sun is a symbol of the 
masculine. The sun also is life, vitality, the embodied character of the personality, the heart 
and its aspirations. 

NUMBER 8 and ETERNITY 

The number 8 in the Bible represents a new beginning, meaning a new order or creation, and 
man's true 'born again' event when he is resurrected from the dead into eternal life. 
Number of the perfection, infinity. In mathematics the symbol of the infinity is represented 
by a 8 laid down. Symbol of cosmic Christ. Number figuring the immutable eternity or the 
self-destruction. It represents also the final point of the manifestation. 
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