
SUE QUINN

           any people ask me how long 
I have been doing this and it is 
always hard to answer. The fact 
is that I have been designing and 
creating animal characters for half 
a century and that is scary! I was 
guided and taught by my lovely 
Mum who was a clever seamstress, 
although I am not sure she was too 
impressed by me using a candle-
wick bedspread to make my first 
bear at the age of eight....
I started making 
animals for 
sale from 
home 
in 1978, 
naming 
my small 
business 
Dormouse 
Designs.  
It quickly 
out-
grew 

the space available in our tiny 
spare room so I rented my first 
premises in 1982.  For the next few 
years I was designing and mak-
ing larger quantities of woodland 
animals for sale, mostly to trade 
customers at trade fairs.  These 
were simpler designs made in 
synthetic fabrics with the help of a 
small staff. But the artist in me was 
not comfortable with the repetitive 
nature of the trade orders at that 
time, so as the same time I myself 
started making the collectable 
bears in mohair.  I attended the 

first ever Hugglets 
fair in London 
(and every one 
since!) and 

never looked 
back.  I there-

fore stopped 
doing 
the trade 
shows and 
moved into 
my 

current smaller 
premises around 

10 years ago and 
changed the name of 
my business to Bears 
by Sue Quinn. I now 
enjoy participating 

in retail fairs and 
exhibitions and 
I love meeting 
the people 
who actu-
ally buy my 
creations and 

the pleasure 
that seems to 

give them.   

SUE QUINN

Teddy bear artist since 1978

Sue is about to launch her new 
book called 

“How to make Heirloom Bears”

Sue lives and works in Scotland. 
Home is n Kilbarchan and her 

studio is in Paisley

Everything is designed and created 
in the studio with no outworkers

You can contact Sue at:
www.bearsbysuequinn.co.uk

0141 887 9916
Facebook = Bears by Sue Quinn

MEET THE BEAR ARTIST

M

LEFT:
Buffins Brother, an edition of 100 
first shown at the very first 
Hugglets bear fair. 
TOP RIGHT:
Plum Duff, a Christmas edition 
Early 90’s
RIGHT:
Sue ”truely a bear artist”
BELOW:
LEFT: Lilias English mohair with 
felt pads and glass eyes. Circa 
1990
RIGHT Snoozy Bear Approx 14”  
made in plush.
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