
LEFT:
The Thief 38cms 2016 faux fur 
over aluminium frame.
ABOVE RIGHT:
Buddy 28cms 2016 mohair.

           y story began with my love 
           for rabbits and soft toys, a 
combination which was difficult 
to find in high street Teddy Bear 
shops. Yes there were rabbits, but 
not the rabbits I imagined, dressed 
in jackets, waistcoats and pretty 
dresses.
 My previous career was as a 
fashion designer, maybe that’s 
why I had such fixed ideas of 
a dressed rabbit. The solution 
was to make my own, but they 
would be purely for myself. A 
chance purchase of an Artist Bear 
magazine changed all that, as I 
discovered a whole new world of 
possibilities.
Artist Bears were my inspiration to 
put pen to paper and start creat-
ing. In the early days of 2006, I 
didn’t find it easy. I was used to 
making patterns for clothing, but a 
3D pattern was another step. Like 
all new adventures it’s the time, 
effort and persistence you have to 
put in, to make things work.
 I started making my draft pat-
terns in a cloth fabric, but my 
first attempts just didn’t look like 
a rabbit. I was itching to cut into 

a piece of mohair and so I took 
the plunge. The results definitely 
looked better and I realised that  
 the thickness  
 of the fur  
 actually gave 

shape to the 
previous-

ly bald 
rabbit. 

I learnt 
if I 
trimmed 
the fur it was 
also like 
sculpting the 
shape and I 
had the mak-
ing of a rabbit. 
I also learnt 
how to 
airbrush 
which 
has 

enabled me to add colour and 

contouring, adding more depth to 
their appearance. I named my first 
design ‘The Traditional Collection’. 
These rabbits stand unaided and are 
dressed in simple costumes but have 
lots of character. 
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10 years as
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LEFT:
Take a Bow, 45cms 2017 faux fur on 
aluminium frame.
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It’s been very satisfying that my pre-
vious experience as fashion designer 
is still being put to good use. 
Over the years my  
 rabbits have 

changed, 
become a lot smaller, 
with additional detailing 
to the costumes.
 I do love this collection but 
I always had a desire to create 
a slimmer, more refined rabbit, 
possibly influenced by my fashion 
illustrations. ‘The Sculpture Collec-
tion’ was conceived and has been in 
development over the last five years.
These rabbits are very different and 
have already undergone several 
changes in construction. They are 
very similar to the images I have 
always had in my head, but I still 
feel I have some way to go to reach 
perfection.
‘The Sculpture Collection’ rabbits are 
much more complicated to design 
and make. They are constructed on 
an aluminium frame, modelled and 
then have a fur covering.  Once the 
rabbit is completed, it is then air-
brushed to create its colour. It takes 
the same amount of time to make the 

costume and accessories, as it takes 
to make the rabbit. The change in 
construction over time has allowed 
me to create movement 

and strong poses. I 
try and push the

     designs 
that little 

bit further
with each 
new creation.
I sometimes think I am the 
luckiest person in the world, to 
combine my lifelong love of rabbits 

 and my sew-
ing skills. 
One of 

the things 
I have enjoyed 

most over the years 
is meeting collec-
tors. They come 
from all walks of 
life with one com-
mon thread running 

through them. I love 
hearing about their 

rabbit collections or the 
real rabbits they own. I 

am often asked how I can 
possibly part with my rab-

bits, but I must, if I want to 
continue them.

So where do I see myself in ten 
years’ time?  I will hopefully 
continue making rabbits for ‘The 

Traditional Collection’, develop 
‘The Sculpture Collection’ 

even further, contin-
ue developing my 

‘Bunny Scrump-
tious’ collection, 
maybe write a 
book about rabbit 
collecting and my 

ultimate dream is 
to make my rabbits 

move !ABOVE: Seamus, 30cms 2017 
airbrushed mohair.
CENTRE: The Showman, 50cms  
2016 faux fur over aluminium. 

ABOVE TOP: 
Wilf, 26cms 2014 mohair.


