
In 1918 only 5 trains left  the 
company in Giengen.  It  is  impos-
sible to f ind a production number 
for the years 1916 and 1917,  and 
it  is  very unlikely to f ind one of 
those toys today.
In 1919 there followed another 
train,  impressive in quality and 
function.  The steam train for exam-
ple had a working pipe.  The train 
was first  mentioned in the 1919 
catalogue,  but not shown before 
the 1920 catalogue. 

The train was not a blockbuster, 
but in general  1919 was an amaz-
ingly successful  year for Steiff ’s 
wooden toys.  About 20,000 pieces 
were sold.  The most successful  one 
was a picking sparrow. It  was also 
the most successful  trekking toy of 
those days with more than 10.000 
sales of  its  different sizes and co-
lours.
One of  the most important inno-
vations in 1920 was the wooden 
roller.  Starting with two versions 
it  was the beginning of  a new era 
for Steiff .  About two dozen differ-
ent models were produced over the 
years.
Let’s  jump to the 1930s.  After the 
Depression Steiff  suffered from de-
creasing exports but nevertheless 
the Giengen company developed a 
lot  of  new wooden toys and sold 
impressive numbers.  Until  1943 
when due to WW2 the production 
had to stop,  Steiff  launched 50 new 
creations. 

The Flying Dutchman 
was one of  the most famous ve-
hicles of  its  t ime.  The 1935 they 
released a car made for children 
from age 4 to 15.  Even adults were 

This trekking bear was produced 
in 1969 
seen with these extremely stable 
vehicles.  They were just a l itt le 
bit  more expensive than the 43 cm 
riding bear.  So the Flying Dutch-
man was now affordable for many 
families.
In 1936 for the first  t ime Steiff 
combined the wooden toys with the 
jointed teddy bear that the compa-
ny was already famous for. 

The drawings of Steiff ’s  treck-
ing animals was burned into the 
wood. It  gave them a friendly face

It  was a picture cut from 9 toy 
blocks.  The single toy blocks 
showed different plush toys on ev-
ery side.  Besides the classic joint-
ed teddy there was an elephant , 

id you know, that wooden 
toys have been a huge part 
of  Steiff ’s  history? Honestly 
-  I  didn’t .  Our expert Daniel 

Hentschel has taught me that .
I  love working with Daniel 
Hentschel .  He is  a walking encyclo-
paedia when it  comes to the histo-
ry of  teddy bears,  and especially 
those of  Steiff .  When we planned 
the annual special  exhibition for 
TEDDYBÄR TOTAL in April  2016 I 
was pretty surprised when he sug-
gested showing wooden toys from 
Steiff .
Like many people in the world I  was 
not aware of  the great history of 
wooden toys in the Steiff  universe. 
The company used wood as mate-
rial  for it ’s  animals from the very 
start .  You can find creations with 
wooden parts in the catalogues as 
early as 1892 and 1894.  By the be-
ginning of  the 20th century Steiff 
offered accessories for dolls ,  such 
as toboggans or l itt le furniture.
But in 1910 Steiff  took wood to 
a whole new dimension.  At that 
time Albert Schlopsnies was hired 
by Steiff  as a designer.  He devel-
oped a huge variety of  felted dolls 
with an amazing number of  acces-
sories.  Amongst others the cata-
logues were fi l led with fire f ighter 
equipment ,  soldiers,  circus f igures, 
carriages,  carts,  quenching car or 
circus inventory.  This particular 
program ended in 1918.
Wooden toys in their own right 
started with the 1916/17 cata-
logue with two trains and a spin-
ning game. The trains were differ-
ent in size -  110cm and 140cm long. 
There is  some confusion about 
this because of  a weird descrip-
tion in the catalogue (110/35 and 
100/22).  The bigger train is  one 
of  the most interesting and most 
rare of  the Steiff  pieces.  That’s  bad 
news for Steiff  toy collectors. 
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The 1969 Leaflet “Steiff  -  ganz neu mit Holz” (“Steiff 
-  brand new with wood”) showed trekking animals 
from beechwood with burned drawings 
Fluffy the cat ,  a  bunny,  a duck and the scotch terrier 
Scotty.  The complete set also contains 6 papers with 
construction patterns and a printed cardboard.
This rare toy was produced only until  1943.  The high 
quality and the brand name made it  too expensive, 
compared to Steiff ’s  competitors.  Less than 5 complete 
sets including the original  package are known  We’ve 
been lucky to be able to show one of  them at TEDDY-
BÄR TOTAL in Münster this year.
During the 40s some things changed in the production. 
Raw materials got rare and needed to be replaced.  Rub-
ber ropes for trekking birds were replaced by hemp 
ropes,  metal  was replaced by wood.  These items are a 
very small  part of  the collector’s  market .
After the war it  took a while until  Steiff  came back with 
wooden toys on a big scale.  The company started again 
in October 1945.  From July 1946 wood was available 
again,  but the products had to be paid in US Dollars. 

The last appearing bear from wood was produced as a 
plug animal,  here in a 1972 catalogue
Sometimes there was even a request to give iron or lum-
ber in exchange.  The first  products,  a  hand carriage cart 
and a child’s  car,  were more of  a basic commodity than a 
toy.  Things changed in 1948 with Germany’s own curren-
cy.  While mohair was sti l l  not available until  the second 
half  of  1949,  wooden toys started a new era.
One of  the most wanted products of  that time was the 
petrol  station kit  “Pumpax 8028”,  released in 1952.  It  was 
only produced for 3 years.  There is  an interesting detail : 
In the 1952 catalogue the station has the Shell  logo on it , 
but all  known kits have the Steiff  logo,  as it  appeared in 
the catalogues 1953 and ‘54.  Probably the management 
had a change of  mind and decided not to promote Shell 
but their own brand instead.
Finally in 1969 there appeared another bear.  A year be-
fore Steiff  started a series of  varnished trekking animals. 
The new series had burned drawings which gave them a 
more natural  look,  and it  had more details ,  for example 
the fur.  All  animals had red wheels and no button in the 
ear (as they had in the pre war production) but a brass 
badge.  The badge showed a stylised teddy head and the 
Steiff  character.  These animals were produced in huge 
numbers and are sti l l  easy to f ind.  Since they are relative-
ly cheap,  bear collectors appreciate them as decoration.
Much harder to f ind is  Steiff ’s  last  wooden bear.  It ’s  a 
plug animal from differently coloured wooden parts.  A 
rhino,  a bear,  a dromedary and an elephant were part of 
this small  series,  produced from 1972 to 1974.   While we 
could show the elephant and the rhino in Münster,  we’ve 
not been successful  in f inding a bear.
The 70s were also the last  decade of  this kind of  series 
in Steiff ’s  history.  A period that started exactly 100 years 
ago and brought us a lot  of  interesting toys and collect-
able items.
I  am glad,  that Daniel  Hentschel brought this topic to our 
attention.  Just l ike me a lot  of  people were surprised to 
see this special  exhibition in Münster.  Steiff ’s  history is 
full  of  such surprises.  Have you ever heard of  the Rol-
oplan kites,  invented by Richard Steiff ?  But that’s  anoth-
er story!  It ’s  worth taking a closer look sometime.

The classic jointed teddy bear combined with wooden 
toys is rare in Steiff’s history. Here we find him on a 
picture cut from toy blocks patterns


