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      or as long as I can remember, 
I have had an interest in and have 
raised money for various different 
causes. It was not until 12 years 
ago,  that a way to combine my 
business selling antique dolls and 
teddy bears, and my fund raising 
activities occurred to me. It was 
new year’s day 2004  to be precise. 
After hearing the terrible news of 
the Tsunami the idea came to me. 
Being the New Year, people 
(myself included) were flocking to 
the sales. Whilst trying on a bright 
pink coat, that I clearly did not 
need, the thought of all the poor 
people that had lost everything 
overwhelmed me. I was not per-
sonally in a position to donate lots 
of money, so another way to help 
had to be found.
Having been in the doll and bear 
business for many years, I knew 
that all collectors and dealers, 
have items they no longer want.          

Perhaps they would be willing to 
help by donating these items  for 
sale? After asking around for a 
few days, I found someone who 
kindly built a mini eBay style 
auction site which was hosted on 
my own website. My customers 
were really keen; the auction raised 
over £5000 which was donated 
directly to “ The Children of Joy “ 
orphanage in Sri Lanka. In 2013, 
having recently moved to Brigh-
ton, I bumped into Karen Lippitt. 
She was promoting an art exhibi-
tion which was being held to raise 
money for Portuguese rescue dogs. 
The exhibition raised in the region 
of £20,000. This was an amazing 
effort, especially as Karen has her 
own business and works full time. 
I promised her I would help with 
fundraising for her organisation, 
Helping Paws. Now, amongst other 
fundraising activities, we ( Helping 
Paws ) hold an online auction 3 

times a year. You can find this on 
Facebook  if you look for Helping 
paws fundraising auction. My col-
leagues in the doll and bear world 
(and especially Hilary Pauley) are 
always very supportive. It seems that 
most people in the Teddy Bear world 
are animal lovers too!
Helping Paws started at the begin-
ning of 2013. Since then we have:
•Brought over 200 dogs from Spain 
& Portugal for re-homing
•Contributed to neutering schemes 
for dogs and cats in the UK, Portu-
gal, Spain, Romania, Cyprus & Italy
•Helped donkeys in Cyprus
•Paid for specific projects at the 
overseas animal sanctuaries we work 
with
•Paid vets’ bills for individual animals
•Sent food, medical supplies & toys 
overseas
•Helped to rescue animals from the 
most appalling conditions
•Raising money from people donat-
ing their unwanted stock and col-
lectibles is now an important part of 
our fundraising, and really has saved 
lives. If you have anything you would 
like to donate please bring it along to 
The Woburn Abbey Teddy Bear fair 
and bring it along to my stall.
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ABOVE: Bertie, rescued by Sarah and Helping Paws, now residing 
with Daniel Agnew
TOP RIGHT: The children of the Orphanage.
BOTTOM RIGHT: Some of Sarah’s rescued friends.


