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Dolls’ Houses

D olls’  houses have fasci-
nated children and adults 
for centuries.  From grand 

16th century baby houses to 
mass-produced 1930s cottag-
es,  these enchanting miniature 
homes have a timeless appeal , 
while also reflecting the archi-

tectural  styles of  their period 
and providing a unique and re-
vealing approach to social  his-
tory.
In her book “  Dolls’  Houses 
Olivia uses dozens of  pictures 
and photographs of  contempo-
rary houses and interiors to i l-

lustrate the important influence 
of  actual  buildings on dolls ’ 

BELOW: 
A Victorian Cupboard dolls’ 
house, 1850s - made for Rose 
Bellamy who was born in 
1839. Sold at Special Auction 
Services for £17,700.



house design.  It  also traces the 
rise of  ‘ fantasy-style’  dolls ’  hous-
es during the 19th century and 
reveals how, by the mid-20th cen-
tury,  dolls ’  house design had be-
come inspired more by the past 
than by current styles.  Olivia 
owns,  has worked with,  or had ac-
cess to,  the most important and 
interesting dolls ’  houses,  dolls ’ 
furniture and l itt le dolls .  She is  a 
mine of  information on the vari-
ous house’s measurements and 
country of  origin,  date of  manu-
facture,  maker and material  used.
Olivia organised the first  ever auc-
tion devoted entirely to antique 
dolls  to be held by a major inter-
national auction house.  She was 
the head of  the doll  department 
at  Christie’s  South Kensington, 
London for over 25 years.  Well-
known to doll  and dolls ’  house 
collectors throughout the world. 
She not only the authour of  Dolls’ 
Houses;  but also Dolls -  The com-
plete collectors’  guide;  Victorian 
Board Games; and contributed to 

Miller’s  Antiques Checklist:  Toys 
& Games.  Olivia is  l i fe president 
of  the Doll  Club of  Great Britain. 

We look forward to hearing more 
details  at  her seminar.

ABOVE: 
External image of the  Victorian 
Cupboard dolls’ house shown on 
the previous page.

ABOVE & BELOW: An early English estate carpenter built dolls’ 
house, 1820s, lavishly redecorated in the mid 20th century. 

ABOVE: 
An early English mahogany 
dolls’ house sideboard
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