
LEFT: 
The exciting new edition: 
“Bonzo™
RIGHT:
John and Susan Wright, 
president and vice-president of 
R.John Wright Dolls
BOTTOM LEFT:
The “First Doll” created by 
R.John Wright in 1976

     t was the fall of 1976. The    
     place was Brattleboro, Vermont. 
John Wright had just lost his job 
at the town hardware store, and he 
was meeting up with his wife, Su-
san. John held something wrapped 
in a blanket - “Want to see?” Susan 
peered into the blanket and saw a 
crude doll hastily 
fashioned from 
cotton 
with black 
button eyes 
looking 
out at her.  
The 
figure 
he had 

stitched together from his own 
imagination, had grown from a 
childhood fascination with the 
world of toys. Comical, pale,  
embryonic in both a visual and 
metaphoric sense, the primitive 
“First Doll,” was destined one day 
to travel to Japan, insured for a 
million dollars, and occupy a 
crystal case to be viewed by 
reverential doll collectors halfway 
around the world. 
John and Susan Wright are now 
the president and vice-president, 
respectively, of an internation-
ally recognized doll company. 
Doll-crafting skills and produc-
tion efficacy have translated 
into a company that has created 
thousands of beautiful dolls and 
animals, ranging in inspiration 

from classic illustrators such as E. 
H. Shepard (“Winnie-the-Pooh”) 
and Sir John Tenniel (the original 
illustrator for “Alice in 
Wonderland”) to whimsical 
characters based on Beatrix 
Potter’s charming illustrations. 

Classic children’s literature and 
illustrations have played an 
important role in the R. John Wright 
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Created his first doll in 1976

Launched their first licensed 
product from Walt Disney - 

Christopher and 
Winnie -the-Pooh in 1985

I am delighted to be attending 
the inaugural Teddy Bear Festival 
at Woburn Abbey - My first visit 

to a UK show in several years

You can contact R.John at:
Website: www.rjohnwright.com

Email: rjwdolls@aol.com

RIGHT:
Christopher Robin and Winnie-
The-Pooh 1998 - 1999



ABOVE RIGHT: RJW Hummel® collection “Angel Serenade” 2016.  ABOVE CENTRE: Beatrix Potter’s Peter 
Rabbit 2000 BELOW: Original RJW Bears - Bao-Boo 1999, Tickles 2000, Nippy 2000, Pep 2000

company’s outstanding body of work. 
The challenge of creating a well 
known classic character in doll form, 
as if it stepped right off the page or 
screen, has been an intrinsic focus 
of the company. But it’s not merely 
the dolls themselves that are drawn 
from classic images the company’s 
approach to doll-making itself is 
something of a “lost art.” Inspired by 
the famous doll companies which 
made the cloth dolls they admired, 
the R. John Wright workshop is a 
smaller version of what the Wrights 
call an ‘Artist-controlled Production.’ 
All work is performed on-site by a 
dedicated team of approximately 20 
artisans many of whom have been 
with the company for decades. The 
Wrights themselves design each 
prototype and directly oversee the 
production of the limited editions, 
ensuring that each piece is precisely 
produced to the company’s exacting 
standards. Before leaving the 
workshop, every item is permanently 
hallmarked with the tiny ‘RJW’ brass 
button.
The RJW dolls and animals begin in 
John Wright’s 2nd floor design studio. 
The studio is populated by a myriad 
of dolls and toys many of which serve 
as inspiration past, 
present, or future.  Sketches and 
reference materials are hung from 
cupboard doors and reflect the 
current projects under development. 
Stuffed parts in various prototype 

stages of development abound and 
the large light table is covered with 
patterns. Bookshelves reveal a richly 
illustrated library of classic chil-
dren’s books alongside books featur-
ing antique dolls and 
playthings and images from nature. 
The comfortably untidy sculpting 
area, where the initial clay sculpts 
are formed, provides a glimpse into 
the creative process. Works in 
progress include the clay form of a 
curious monster, clearly 
recognizable as a wild and whimsi-
cal Maurice Sendak creature. 
(Sendak’s “Where the Wild Things 
Are” is scheduled to come out as 
one of the next production series.) 
Once a preliminary clay model has 
been made from a series of draw-
ings, it is cast in hard modeler’s wax 
for further refinement. Depending 

on the project, the sculpt may be a 
head or a torso or a limb of a human 
or animal figure. The final wax sculpt 
is sent to a local foundry for the 
fabrication of metal molds. The 
molds will be used in a heated 
hydraulic press to produce the doll 
or animal out of wool felt or plush 
fabrics. This molding process 
provides artistic continuity for each 
piece in the edition. In a correspond-

ing timeline, fabrics, most of which 
are custom made,  must be ordered 
and dies must be designed for ac-
curate cutting of the parts. Highly 
skillful sewing, turning, stuffing, and 
finishing is required through each 
phase of production. Artistic 
airbrushing or hand painting is often 
included. All accessories including 
shoes and wooden items are designed 
and produced on the premises. 



It’s a complex process, but the 
resultant doll or animal character has 
a quality of warmth unique to felt 
and plush fabrics. The Wrights have 
clearly shown that these materials 
are up to the task of conveying the 
tender aura and delicate shading of 
Sister Maria Innocentia Hummel’s    
colors or the nostalgic whimsy of 

E. H. Shepard’s “Christopher Robin” 
and “Pooh.” “The past is our future,” 
John Wright notes. The couple’s 
fascination with late 19th and early 
20th century children’s literature and 
imagery as inspiration is an intrinsic 
focus of the company, but it has 
proven to be as much of a distinction 
and strength as it has a challenge. 

 The company has come a long way 
from John’s primitive, button-eyed 
flannel doll of the ‘70s to joint 
ventures with Steiff, extensive li-

censed pieces, and an infinite-
ly creative, whimsical 

menagerie of mice, 
bears, cats, dogs, lambs 

and other critters. 
The world-renowned 
company is housed in 
a group of buildings 

nestled in the rolling 
countryside just outside  
historic Bennington, 
Vermont. 

To learn more about 
the company, visit the 
official Web site: 

www.rjohnwright.com 

ABOVE: Wizard of Oz Characters 
2012 - 2017
BELOW LEFT: Paddington Bear 
2000
BELOW CENTRE: Raggedy Ann & 
Andy 2004 - 2005
BELOW RIGHT: Disney’s Micky 
Mouse 2005


