
Steiff also made a huge array of rabbits 
in all shapes and sizes, and perhaps, 
being the most sought after manufac-
turer, they are highly collected and 
often very valuable. A rabbit from the 
late 19th century rides a tricycle, or as 
pin cushions, sets of skittles, roly-po-
ly ones, bright coloured ones, dressed 
ones etc., the list goes on and Steiff are 
still making them today.
Another highly prized range of rab-
bit toys was made by the French firm 
Roullet & Decamps. This clockwork 
mechanical automata manufacturer 
made a delightful white “real rabbit 
fur” rabbit that popped his head out of 
the centre of a cabbage munching on 
a leaf. A Hydrangea flower variant is 
also much sought after. These are such 
mesmerizing toys; their range also in-
cluded drumming and knitting rabbits 
too. 
As the 20th century hopped on, all 
types of rabbit toys were made.
From German tinplate makers occa-
sionally you will find an early painted 
tinplate style rabbit with a mechan-
ical motor; Lehmann made a toy cir-

ca 1914 called Duo, which is a rabbit 
riding on an egg cart being pulled by 
a cockerel. 
Hopping rabbits are most typical. Per-
haps the most unusual tin toy is the 
Bunny Express, made by Marx in the 
1930s, it is an actual train with a rab-
bit shaped engine pulling hoppers. 
A particularly interesting rabbit came

Each year at this fair we will be hold-
ing an exhibition of an all encompass-
ing subject, where doll, bear and toy 
collectors and dealers can contribute 
items. Our first exhibition in honor of 
Bunny Campione, is on toy rabbits. As 
Bunny has a lovely collection of them, 
it seemed a fitting place to start. Rab-
bits are everywhere in the toy world, 
from the obvious soft toys, to dolls 
dressed as rabbits and even a tinplate 
train formed as a rabbit!
Perhaps one of the most distinct 
and sought after of all rabbit toys is 
the wonderful array of Steiff Peter 
Rabbits made from Beatrix Potter’s 
famous character, although she did 
not license or approve of Steiff ’s toy. 

Made from 1904 in velvet or white 
wool plush with a red or blue felt 
jacket and lovely red felt shoes with 
leather soles, the design was not up 
to Miss Potter’s standards. In the 
Warne publisher’s archive is an orig-
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ABOVE: The original patent for 
Beatrix Potter’s own Peter 
Rabbit, reprinted with kind 
permission of Frederick Warne 
& Co. (Penguin Books) 

ABOVE: A Lehmann tinplate 
Rooster and Rabbit.

ABOVE: A Steiff wool plush 
Peter Rabbit Pe



about thanks to the WI (Women’s Insti-
tute) during the 1st World War. Cuth-
bert was the comic creation of Percy 
(POY) Fearon and featured in the Dai-
ly Mail. He kindly allowed the WI to 
use his character to fund raise and the 
Women’s Institute started making soft 
toy Cuthberts. Above is an image of the 
original advert, they are fairly scarce 
today and in fact production was halt-
ed due to fairly dubious quality control.

Baby Bunting – “Bye, baby bunting, 
Daddy’s gone a-hunting, Gone to get a 
rabbit skin, To wrap the baby bunting 
in”; dolls or small bisque figures are 
often depicting this famous nursery 
rhyme first published in 1784. Dean’s 
Rag Book Co. made a very sweet exam-
ple in 1923.

The White Rabbit created by Lewis 
Carroll in his books Alice in Wonder-
land, was first published in 1865. The 
famous Tenniel illustrations inspired 
many toys, the White Rabbit being one 
of the most appealing of the characters 
created, but these don’t tend to appear 
until the 20th century.   
The Easter Bunny is a popular motif, 
especially in Europe. Cardboard egg-
shaped sweet containers often have il-
lustration of anthropomorphic rabbits. 
Also made was a huge array of ‘candy’ 
containers in all disguises, but buy-
er-beware, they are now more often 
than not reproductions as the moulds 
still existed and are being made again.
Oswald the Lucky Rabbit was another 
not so well known character, who could 

have been as famous as Mickey Mouse! 
Created by Walt Disney and Ub Iwerks 
for Universal Picures in 1927, he had a 
lot of success, but his creators did not 
own the rights to him, so they walked 

away from poor Oswald and created 
the mouse instead!! 
This has been a small glimpse into this 
fascinating subject and our fair should 
be a lovely gathering of these toys of old 
when they go on their one-day display 
at Olympia in the Pillar Hall on the 20th 
November 2016.
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ABOVE: Cuthbert made by the WI

ABOVE: A nodding Easter Bunny 
with googlie eyes

ABOVE: An American ‘teddy’ 
rabbit, circa 1910

ABOVE: A Hertwig miniature 
bisque jointed rabbit


