
Let us just say that the present well 
lit and properly organised Museum 
we now have is light years from its 
dull “make-do” presentation of the 
early years, based on what could be 
obtained on less than a shoestring.  
The collection, now more extensively 
developed, is widely acknowledged 
to be second to none on public dis-
play in Britain.  It is also a matter of 
some pride that the Museum is now 
high on the list of Brighton’s tourist 
attractions, and has been widely fea-
tured in various Television documen-
taries.  Here we are now, - we have an 
excellent team, shared passions, IT 
and educational expertise, financial 
and progress stability and above all – 
a future.  My thanks go to not only the 
people without whose help the start 
could not have been made, but equal-
ly importantly to those whose invalu-
able help, by way of time devoted and 
financial contribution given, paves 
the way to the future.  Let us all help 
to improve people’s quality of life!  
The rare Ferris Wheel illustrated was 
a commission from one of our local 
supporters and life member. This fair-
ground wheel, all made from sheet 
metal, soldered together and hand 
painted came in a very damaged, part 
broken and very dirty state. Weeks of 
work were needed to completely con-

serve, plan, repair, remake and where 
necessary match the lost paint. This 
last mentioned perhaps being the 
most specialist of all the processes. We 
would have loved to have this rare and 
valuable toy from very early 1900s 
but at least it has gone to a good home.
www.brightontoymuseum.co.uk/

It would be an understatement to 
say I did not dream of a place to dis-
play the beautiful toys, models and 
particularly the trains I had amassed 
since I was at school in Southsea.
Many years were to pass during which 
modelwork, collecting and devoted-
ly restoring some of the uncared for 
pieces was achieved.  It was not un-
til the late 1980’s that what we now 
lovingly know as the Brighton Toy 
and Model Museum was conceived. 
All worked round the clock during 
1991 in our newly acquired premis-
es under Brighton Railway Station.
The Museum was launched on a 
wing and a prayer.  I knew this was 
to be an uphill struggle and indeed 
the first years were.  I was advised 
by many to give it up and as they put 
it “live a life” – oh yes, well meant, 
but being a very stubborn Taurean 
individual I would not hear of the 
idea.  I knew and believed that de-
spite all our worries, lack of finance, 
low visitor numbers and others, that 
we would succeed and grow strong.  
Indeed the last seven years have 
seen our tide of stability and suc-
cess turn and what a turn, due to 
a relatively small number of ex-
tremely generous and well inten-
tioned Sponsors and Trustees.

Chris Littledale
still remember the smell, the steam 
and the noise, It seeded a lifelong pas-
sion for trains, which has never left 
me.”

The Founder of the Brighton Toy and Model 
Museum in Brighton gives us a history of the  
museum and one of his favorite restorations.

“I

A master at 
work



Thanks to the dedication of Chris Littledale, the founder and 
director/curator of the museum, and several dedicated indi-
viduals the toy museum was transformed from an idea into a 
reality. It is also thanks to the achievements of this committed 
group of people that the museum is now considered an im-
portant contribution to national heritage. The achievements 
of Chris and his associates have meant that the museum is 
now firmly on the map of Brighton as a top tourist attraction.
It is not widely acknowledged nor recognised that toys and 
models are not only the foundation of childhood and grow-
ing up, but are also a historic record of developing social 
culture since the beginnings of the Industrial Revolution.
There is little comparison between present day toys, mass pro-
duced in millions, and those of earlier years usually made in 
small numbers, and either handmade or hand finished. Such 
items not only reflect the technology available to toy-makers 
in the past, but thus also fall into the category of an art form.
The Brighton Toy And Model Museum displays a unique and 
comprehensive range of historic toys and models demonstrat-
ing this, and as such preserves this aspect of social history for 
future generations.Chris spends much of his time conserv-
ing and restoring early metal made toys and models. Some 
of our rare objects have seen the bench in Chris’ workshop.

The museum is well worth a visit. It includes part of our ed-
itor, Daniel Agnew’s collection of bears and soft toys. As well 
as diecast toys, construction toys, all-sorts of childhood mem-
orabilia and one of the finest collections of toy trains in the 
country. The Brighton Toy and Model Museum is located at   
52-55 Trafalgar St, Brighton BN1 4EB Open Tues-
day to Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 11am - 5pm

Happy 25th Anniversary BTMM!

Below: Chris preparing ‘God’s Wonderful Railway’ 

Sam Chara, & Bing Lyle with Chris Littledale

Above: Fred Burridge assists Chris setting up the ‘0’ 
gauge layout


