
s a child I  asked for a new Doll  or Teddy Bear for each Birthday and Christmas.   However what might 
be different is  that as a young child  I  would take my pocket money along to the local  Jumble Sales 

and bring home any doll  or soft  toy that needed a new home, the worse the condition the more I  had to save 
them, much to my Mothers horror!  By the age of  15 I  had quite an array of  saved souls.  Mum kept tell ing me 
I  was too old for Dolls and that my room was too cluttered and my Toys should go into the shed and after 

much protesting off  they all  went .  One 
sunny morning a year later a sight not 
often seen in our street was the ‘Rag and 
Bone Man’ in his cart pulled by a horse. 
For those not familiar you may have seen 
an old T.V programme ‘Steptoe and Son’ 
where they took any unwanted Items 
from your home. My Mum was very excit-
ed and thought this was a great oppor-
tunity to rid ourselves of  all  the clutter 
especially clearing out the shed.  With 
much prompting and hesitation I  took 
everything out to the Man in the cart 
and as a thank you he gave me a Goldfish 
in a plastic bag full  of  water. . .not even a 
bowl!  Just a few months later Mum and I 
were watching an educational children’s 
programme called ‘Blue Peter’.  A middle 
aged lady guest speaker came on with 
a table full  of  Dolls ,  some of them very 
similar to those I  had given away!  She 
had been introduced as a Doll  Collector. 
My Mum and I  looked at each other in 
disbelief  and from then on I  told her I 
was now a Doll  Collector,  I  was 16 years 
old. 
In 1974 aged 18 years I  joined The Doll 
Club of  Great Britain and attended their 
f irst  Doll  Convention in Portmeirion 
Wales.  This was to be a very important 
turning point in my Doll  Collecting.  On 
the Gala Evening I  won 2nd prize in the 
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an amazing collection of  Dolls  and 
Doll  related items.  I  chose the most 
magnificent Doll  I  had ever seen, 
she was a Norah Wellings 22 inch 
Child Doll  holding a smaller doll 
both dressed in Mexican attire,  I 
called her ‘Carla’.   I  could not be-
lieve she was made of  felt  and from 
then on my love of  Norah Wellings 
and other Cloth Dolls such as Len-
ci  and Chad Valley began.  My Dad 
was a ladies’  tailor and he also 
marvelled in the way she had been 

made.  The following year I  emi-
grated to Australia where it  was 
much harder to add to my collec-
tion,  this was before the internet 
and the convenience of  buying on 
ebay.   I  joined the ‘The Doll  Club 
of  New South Wales’  and every 
year for over 20 years had a ta-
ble at  their Doll  Fair sell ing Dolls 
and Soft  Toys,  I  sti l l  f lew over for 
the Fair even when I  moved to                     
Tasmania.
In the 1980’s I  wrote articles about 
Cloth Dolls for a new Doll  Magazine 
in Sydney called ‘The Australian 
Doll  Digest’,  I  also had a collumn
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where readers could ask questions 
about Cloth Dolls .  Through all  those 
years Norah Wellings’  were sti l l  my 
favourite dolls  and although arti-
cles had been written about them 
there sti l l  wasn’t  enough informa-
tion for me,  especially about Norah 
herself .  I  always said one day I 
would write a book about Norah 
Wellings and then finally the day 
came in late 1999 when I  wrote to 
the editor of  ‘The Shropshire Star’ 
in Telford where Norah Wellings 
had l ived asking if  anyone could 
give me any information as I  would 
l ike to write a book.   Over the next 
few months I  received letters from 
England from former workers and 
then a letter from Isobel Nicholls 
who was Norah Wellings’  Niece.  It 
was then I  knew I  really did have to 
write the book as I  owed so much 
to all  those wonderful  people for 
contacting me.   I  moved back to 
England in 2001 and have attended 
Doll  and Teddy Fairs sell ing under 
the name ‘The Optimists’.   I  have 
written articles on Cloth Dolls for 
the magazine ‘Doll  Advertiser ‘.  I 
sent my book proposal  to Hobby 
House Press in America and I  was 
very excited when they wanted to 
publish it .  ‘Norah Wellings Cloth 
Dolls and Soft  Toys’,  was finally re-
leased in 2003.  Unfortunately they 
stopped publishing books a few 
years later and my book has been 
out of  print for quite a while.
  I  do hope you will  join me for my 
seminar on ‘Norah Wellings’  I  would 
love to share with you the History 
and Information I  have gained on 
the wonderful   Cloth Dolls and Soft 
Toys made by Norah Wellings and 
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