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THANK YOU
WE is deeply grateful for your incredible support of the Kisaruni Group of Schools in Kenya through the Kisaruni 
Scholarship Program. Thanks to your generosity, we are able to provide high-quality secondary school education 
to both girls and boys in Kenya. Together, we are empowering youth who are passionate to learn with the skills 
and knowledge to build a brighter future for themselves and their communities.

Included in this edition of the Kisaruni Newsletter are powerful highlights shared with us by the learners, 
including recent successes in their academics and extracurricular activities, along with testimonials from 
learners and educators across the Kisaruni Group of Schools. These updates demonstrate the commitment of 
the learners and the community to quality education.

Without your support, these families would not have the opportunity to send their kids to school, and these 
young girls and boys would not have access to secondary school education. Thank you for making it possible 
for them to dream big and help break their family’s cycle of poverty. With gratitude and appreciation, we hope 
you continue to be inspired by the tremendous success of the learners at the Kisaruni Group of Schools.

KISARUNI GROUP OF SCHOOLS PHILOSOPHY:
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NOTE FROM OUR FOUNDERS
Dear friends,

WE exists to make doing good, doable and we’re grateful for your decision to be a part of the WE movement.

From our humble beginnings as a group of twelve 12-year-olds wanting nothing more than to make a difference 
in the world, we’re truly grateful for and inspired by each of our supporters who share that passion. Today, we 
proudly support millions of people, including youth, families, individuals, corporations and other groups on their 
unique journeys to make a lasting impact through service – we’re thrilled to work with you on yours.

Your generosity towards this project has empowered positive change that will continue to transform lives for 
years to come. For that, we can’t thank you enough, and we hope you’ll enjoy reading about the impact your 
contribution is making.

Together we can do more than we could ever do alone. With your help, we are changing the world.

Thank you,

Craig & Marc Kielburger

ACADEMIC HIGHLIGHTS
Since school opened in January, learners across all three campuses have already completed three sets of 
exams. Significant progress was shown between each series of exams, with the best and most improved 
learners being awarded for their performance.

Learners are now looking ahead to tackle the upcoming national exams at the end of the school year. Preparations 
include applying the concepts they are learning through group discussions, symposiums, contests and debates. 
Milka, a Grade 12 learner at Milimani Campus, said, “This year, we are well prepared and can’t wait for the main 
exams. The many exams we have done so far have made us more conversant with most of the ideas we are 
likely to meet in the national exams.”
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Oleleshwa, Milimani and Ngulot Campuses were excited to welcome the new group of Grade 9 learners at the 
beginning of this year, who were taken through academic orientation and trained on the Kisaruni philosophy 
outlined on page 1. Grade 9 learners also participated in home visits during their orientation to keep them 
grounded to their culture and cognizant of what is happening in their community while they are away studying. 
Lynn Sidai, a Grade 9 learner from Oleleshwa Campus, said that she was so happy to join Oleleshwa as she had 
heard about the high performance of learners at the Kisaruni Group of Schools.

NGULOT CAMPUS
Many of the boys are making inspiring progress as they grow into confident and responsible young leaders. 
Educators at Ngulot Campus are particularly proud of the growth seen in Grade 10 learner Ezekiel Soit. During 
his first year at the school, Ezekiel lacked self-esteem and was distant from the other boys and the activities 
at the school. Ezekiel has since transformed into a self-driven and confident learner, displaying exemplary 
leadership and responsibility, and successfully campaigning for a student council position. Ezekiel has his 
sights set on Nairobi University, the most prestigious institution of higher learning in the country, and wants to 
be an educator in order to empower many others.

MILIMANI CAMPUS
The Kisaruni Group of Schools philosophy can be clearly demonstrated this term at Milimani Campus, with the 
story of Nancy Kilusu, a Grade 9 learner. She arrived at Kisaruni showing a lack of courage. With the welcoming 
nature of the educators and other learners, along with the emphasis on involvement in school clubs, Nancy 
very quickly opened up and is realizing her unique skills and interests. She loves being involved in environmental 
work, has become a talented actress and performer, and gets satisfaction from helping out her classmates. 
Nancy is becoming a keen and humble leader, motivated by her dream of being an inspiration to others, and has 
earned the admiration of all the learners and educators at Milimani.

OLELESHWA CAMPUS
This term at Oleleshwa, a training was held for new student council members to learn leadership skills such 
as temperament control and delegation. Sharon Chepkorir, a Grade 10 learner who is currently the school’s 
Deputy President, said, “I am so happy that I have learned the value of leadership. I love being at Kisaruni. It 
has made me a better leader.” This training is just one of the many ways the students are learning to be better, 
admirable leaders, and finding ways to develop their skills and their talents.

Oleleshwa Campus Leadership Training



SCIENCE CONGRESS INNOVATIONS
This term, a number of students in the Science Club at both Oleleshwa and Ngulot Campuses represented 
their school at the Science Congress, earning some of the top rankings at the sub-county level among tough 
competition. These learners have come up with brilliant ideas and innovations worth patenting, and are finding 
ways to apply their learnings in their classes to benefit their communities.

Students Ellian, Miriam and Kemunto of Oleleshwa submitted a proposal for using waste papers, water and 
cow dung as an alternative charcoal fuel. Their inspiration for this project was assessing the challenges facing 
their own communities. The team members stated, “We decided to make a move that will considerably reduce 
the cost of acquiring fuel, as well as come up with a project that is environmentally friendly.” Joyce, a Science 
Club member said, “I am so excited about this project because it will help my community a lot.”

After observing that most farm produce rots or perishes before reaching consumers, another team in 
Oleleshwa designed a simple, inexpensive refrigerator that can be built by anyone without any technical skill, 
using charcoal, mud, dry grass, chicken wire mesh and poles.

The group from Ngulot Campus created a unit for households to treat their own water using available resources. 
All three of these projects are moving forward to the county-level competition, and the teams are anticipating 
good results!

2017 GRADUATES: COUNTY AWARDS SUCCESSES
County Awards Day for the 2017 Grade 12 graduates was held in February. The Kisaruni Group of Schools 
featured prominently, receiving many awards including a trophy for being the best private school in the county, 
along with several academic awards for excellent performance in last year’s national examination.

Pauline, a Grade 9 learner from Milimani Campus who attended the event, reported that, “This was a very 
happy and special moment for us as Kisaruni’s learners. We want to challenge our Grade 12 sisters to help 
our school double the number of trophies and certificates we shall receive by the end of this year.” Among 
encouraging words and blessings from their younger peers, the Grade 12 learners of 2018 have promised to 
make them proud.

All the 2017 Kisaruni graduates are now in the process of applying to join various colleges. We hope that by 
July or August most of them will have received acceptance letters.
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Oleleshwa Science Club showcasing 
their alternative fuel project
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CLUBS AND EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES HIGHLIGHTS

MILIMANI CAMPUS
Drama Club: Milimani learners had a strong showing 
at various drama competitions this term.  Despite stiff 
competition, Milimani was able to earn first position in the 
staged play at both sub-county and county level. At the 
sub-county competition, they also earned first position 
in the Swahili choral verse and English solo verse, and 
second position in stand-up comedy. The highlight was 
Milimani’s very own Sheryl being named best actress in 
Narok County. Sheryl’s performance was highly lauded 
among the audience and earned her high praise and 
admiration from her classmates. When asked what her 
secret was for her outstanding performance Sheryl said, 
“Everything I do, I do it from my heart and I do not mind 
what people think about me.”

OLELESHWA CAMPUS
Drama Club: Oleleshwa clubs have immensely benefitted 
the way students interact with one another, and have 
demonstrated the learners’ leadership. This term, the 
membership of the Drama Club rose to 40 learners. 
Fifteen grade 9 and 10 learners composed a Kiswahili 
choral verse titled “Kisomo cha mmwanamke”, meaning 
“Education to a woman.” The verse emphasized the need 
to educate more women as a way of empowering them to 
contribute to society. This demonstrates how the girls are 
living the school’s philosophy and using their education 
to better their community. The club looks forward to 
achieving even more, including producing learners who 
could join large theatres like the Kenya National Theatre.

NGLUOT CAMPUS
Games Competition: Ngulot Campus learners participated 
in various athletic events in both internal and external 
competitions. At the sub-county level, boys competed 
in javelin, high jump, shot put and all of the distance 
running events. Preparations are underway for next 
term’s activities, which include many ball games. The 
learners were very excited to receive cricket equipment 
from friends of the Kisaruni Group of Schools. Because of 
participation in the extracurricular activities, the learners 
have found their individual talents and gained confidence 
and the zeal to want to try hard and do well.
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EDUCATOR SPOTLIGHT: MISS SYNTYCHE ACHONG’A
Campus: Ngulot

Subjects: English and Literature, Grade 9 Class teacher

Motivation: “Ngulot School is such a beautiful school with 
learners who are positive, disciplined and always willing to 
learn. They motivate me to even attend classes outside of my 
teaching hours since they give me a reason to put forth my 
best! This is unlike my previous station where learners would 
always arrive late and look forward to going back home.”

Favourite part of the school: “The Kisaruni Group of Schools’ 
philosophy is the best thing that I have ever encountered in my 
teaching career. It is such a holistic kind of philosophy because 
it generally summarizes a learner’s life in school in five pillars.”

Highlight: “[Getting this job at Kisaruni] is one of my greatest 
achievements in my young age.”

Looking to the future: “I will strive to make the learners excel. 
I would like to see the grade nine learners grow in their spoken 
English language and in leadership. A few of them are still shy 
and fear to express themselves.”

LEARNER SPOTLIGHT: SHERYL CHERONO
Campus: Milimani

Grade: Twelve

Hobbies: Theatre and singing hip-hop music

Highlight: Sheryl recently won the coveted award of the best 
actress in Narok County. “I was humbled by it. I thank the school 
for giving me the opportunity to showcase my talent and my 
trainers for believing in me.”

Impact of the school: “My leadership skills have improved greatly 
since the school president’s position is held on a rotation basis, 
giving everyone an opportunity to lead. Kisaruni has given me a 
platform to nurture my talent of acting by giving me a chance to 
participate in the drama festivals.”

Ambitions: “My ambition in life is to become someone of 
substance in my community. I want to be a journalist so that I 
can be the bearer of good news. At Kisaruni the teachers are so 
helpful when it comes to working towards the fulfillment of my 
dreams.”
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INTRODUCING JOAN BUSOLO
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome our newest team 
member in Kenya, Joan Busolo! Joan is the Associate Director for 
the Kisaruni Group of Schools.

Joan has a Bachelor of Education with a Master of Education in 
Educational Management and Administration. She has previously 
worked as a school Principal and as an Education Director serving 
five schools. She has hands-on experience working with diverse 
education programs on curriculum development, strategic planning 
and leadership training. She is very passionate about empowering 
young people, especially in marginalized communities, with total 
confidence that the answer to their empowerment lies in the 
provision of rounded quality education.

Her greatest fulfilment is to watch that fearful looking child with a 
face spelling pain, uncertainty, even resignation start to smile, speak 
out, take challenges and even speak for others.

Joan is excited to take on the role with the Kisaruni Group of Schools 
and sees it as an opportunity to contribute her over 10 years of 
experience as an educator, mentor, and mother to the WE Movement.

THANK YOU
On behalf of all of us at WE and the learners at Kisaruni, thank you! We are truly grateful for your support of the 
Kisaruni Group of Schools and the inspiring transformations in the lives of the learners that you have helped 
to achieve.

Thank you for making it possible for young girls and boys in rural Kenya to receive world class secondary 
school education and to achieve their dreams. We are humbled by your generosity and are excited to continue 
providing you with stories of the amazing progress and growth from the Kisaruni Group of Schools, as we 
create remarkable change together!


