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CN Traveler says:

"Think of it as "rainforest chic." The little village 
on the edge of the rainforest, as Vancouver was 
once famously described, is no longer that. 
Sure, the city’s incredible natural beauty 
remains undimmed—surrounded by snow-
capped mountains on one side and the Pacific 
on the other, Canada’s third largest city is a rare 
place where “ you can swim in the ocean in the 
morning and go skiing in the afternoon,” 
according to cliché. (Nobody does this. Still.) 
Today, this sophisticated, cosmopolitan center 
is not just for the sporty, Gore-tex clad crowd. 
Perennially near or at the top of most “Best 
Places to Live” lists, travelers are drawn to this 
bustling seaport for its parks, museums, 
shopping and, perhaps most notably, a rich and 
varied culinary and cocktail scene that has 
become even more impressive after the city’s 
star turn hosting the 2010 Winter Olympics."

Click to access this map on Google Maps

https://www.cntraveler.com/destinations/vancouver
http://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/view?hl=en&mid=1SpbUQ7RBmTfRpS4xQ65QpUNEf4c_dpac


Mimi's Vancouver Folio - Eat & Drink

Kirin Restaurant Hawksworth Restaurant Nemesis Coffee Propaganda Coffee
Restaurant Restaurant Cafe Cafe 

Infatuation says: Eater says: Eater says: Sprudge says:

"Alberni St. downtown is where you’ll 
find stores selling expensive things like 
diamond rings and Louis Vuitton dog 
beds, and it’s also where you’ll find 
Kirin. This Chinese restaurant has been 
around for over 30 years and looks sort 
of like a hotel lobby, even though it’s 
actually one of the best dim sum 
restaurants in the city. They don’t have 
the traditional carts here, so choose a 
bunch of things off their menu - the 
barbecue pork buns, prawn dumplings 
and egg tarts are must-orders - and 
book ahead. You could come with a big 
group and share everything, but even if 
you’re only here with one person, it’s 
reasonably-priced enough that you can 
still try a lot. What you don’t end up 
spending on food, you can always put 
towards the least-expensive item at one 
of the stores on your way back to your 
hotel."

"Even Vancouverites — who truly wear 
yoga pants everywhere — dress up 
when they dine at chef David 
Hawksworth’s excellent restaurant. 
Everything from the Damien Hirst art on 
the wall of its outstanding cocktail bar 
to the gleaming oversized crystal 
chandelier in the main dining room sets 
your expectations high for what’s to 
come. Fortunately, those expectations 
are effortlessly met with this pitch-
perfect exploration of west coast cuisine 
threaded through with Asian flavors and 
modern techniques. Unmissable."

"The staff at Nemesis seem genuinely 
pleased to serve, and the food here 
goes beyond the usual coffee-shop 
bakes (although the chocolate cashew 
and smoked salt cookie is the bomb) to 
offer a full lunch menu of fresh salads, 
sandwiches, and crispy duck-three-ways 
waffles. As for the brew? The baristas 
are skilled and eager to help you pick 
the right espresso or pour over from 
small-batch roasters like Toronto’s Pilot 
and Seattle’s Slate."

"Propaganda is your favourite barista’s 
favourite coffee shop. The place just 
oozes cool. When you walk in the door 
you will undoubtedly hear jazz playing 
over the speakers while you observe an 
array of trendy locals sitting amongst 
elegant furnishings and minimalist 
decor. When ordering your beverage—
sorting through a mix of both standard 
and innovative offerings—your eye is 
drawn across the counter to Vancouver’s 
only Modbar. A menu of creations 
curated by owner William Wang focuses 
on Canadian roasters and the highest 
quality preparation. With agreements in 
place with specific roasters, Wang will 
often purchase entire lots of a given 
roast and be the only local source for a 
sought-after coffee. Vancouver’s 
constantly changing Chinatown 
neighborhood is a perfect location for 
Propaganda, as the owner and the 
menu follow a similarly dynamic 
approach. Seasonal offerings and 
special coffee creations aside, it is 
Wang’s innovative ideas that really set 
this place apart."

1172 Alberni St, Vancouver 801 W Georgia St, Vancouver 302 W Hastings St, Vancouver 209 E Pender St, Vancouver

Website Website Website Website

https://www.theinfatuation.com/vancouver/guides/vancouver-restaurants
https://www.eater.com/maps/best-vancouver-restaurants-38
https://www.eater.com/maps/best-vancouver-restaurants-38
https://sprudge.com/vancouver-bc-coffee-guide-125867.html
http://www.kirinrestaurants.com
https://hawksworthrestaurant.com
https://www.nemesis.coffee
https://www.propagandacoffee.ca


Mimi's Vancouver Folio - Eat & Drink (cont.)

St Lawrence Restaurant Bao Bei Keefer Bar Caffe La Tana
Restaurant Restaurant Bar Restaurant

Infatuation says: Time Out says: World's 50 Best says: Lonely Planet says:

"Eating at St Lawrence is like being in 
someone’s fancy rustic living room in 
the Quebec countryside. But you’re not 
in Quebec, you’re in the Downtown 
Eastside in Vancouver. It’s the best 
Québécois food in Vancouver and on a 
scale of richness from air to butter, most 
of the menu is a croissant. Order the 
“tourtiere,” a.k.a meat pie, that comes 
with its own tiny Montreal hockey flag, 
foie gras mousse, ratatouille, and sugar 
pie, and then go and lie down 
somewhere. All the curtains and candle 
holders make it an obvious choice for a 
special date or anniversary, just know it’
s one of the most popular places in 
town."

"Vancouver has a wealth of excellent, 
traditional Chinese restaurants, but this 
popular brasserie in Chintown is 
anything but old-school. Tannis Ling 
and Joel Watanabe use traditional 
techniques with a dose of hipster 
sensibility and fun. Well-crafted cocktails 
and sizeable sharing plates encourage 
the lively atmosphere. Hand-made 
potstickers are legendary, small plates 
like chickpea tofu with roasted walnut 
sauce are inventive and tasty. Don’t 
miss the "Kick Ass House-Fried Rice" 
with turmeric and yogurt-marinated 
rockfish and a salted egg yolk-dusted 
fish chicharrón."

"Taking inspiration from the area’s 
historic Chinese pharmacies, The Keefer 
Bar serves up its list of remedies and 
cures each night as part of its 
apothecary theme, helped by its dark 
and narrow setting. Live music and late 
opening hours, however, see this venue 
stay vibrant and busy each night of the 
week as guests enjoy the house-made 
tinctures, mixes and unique ingredients 
whether they’re crowding round the bar 
or retreating to the patio with its fire pits 
in winter. Bar snacks, dim sum, small 
plates and a dessert of Japanese cream 
puffs round off proceedings."

"Like a 1950s neighborhood cafe in 
Rome, this handsome little hidden gem 
looks like it's been here for decades. 
But it's a new addition to this quiet 
stretch of the Drive, luring delighted 
locals with its delicate housemade 
pastries and fresh pastas (watch the 
mesmerizing pasta production at the 
counter). Check the daily special and 
peruse the shelves of Italian groceries, 
too."

269 Powell St, Vancouver 163 Keefer St, Vancouver 135 Keefer St, Vancouver 635 Commercial Dr, Vancouver

Website Website Website Website

https://www.theinfatuation.com/vancouver/guides/vancouver-restaurants
https://www.timeout.com/vancouver/restaurants/best-restaurants-in-vancouver
https://www.theworlds50best.com/discovery/Establishments/Canada/Vancouver/The-Keefer-Bar.html
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/canada/vancouver/restaurants/caffe-la-tanna/a/poi-eat/1609847/361261
https://www.stlawrencerestaurant.com
https://www.bao-bei.ca
https://www.thekeeferbar.com
https://caffelatana.ca/


Mimi's Vancouver Folio - Eat & Drink (cont.)

AnnaLena Vij's The Acorn Restaurant
Restaurant Restaurant Restaurant

CN Traveler says: AFAR says: Lonely Planet says:

"With its LEGO Storm Stroopers 
perfectly positioned inside glass cases, 
authentic pieces by KAWS, and colorful 
Be@r Bricks standing ceremoniously on 
shelves, Kitsilano's AnnaLena has the 
vibe of a cool art gallery set in a 
neighborhood known primarily for yoga 
studios and ski gear shops. But the real 
surprises arrive on your plate, with 
ingredients that highlight some of the 
best of B.C. regardless of what 
AnnaLena chef and owner Michael 
Robbins has on the menu. Try the pan-
seared trout with roasted turnip, pickled 
shallot, carrot puree, and dill butter 
sauce."

"Celebrity chefs Vikram Vij and Meeru 
Dhalwala serve brightly spiced dishes at 
their flagship restaurant—often hailed 
as one of the world’s finest for Indian 
food. Their wine-marinated lamb 
popsicles are legendary, but their menu 
has other stars, too, like jackfruit in 
cumin-black-cardamom curry, boneless 
chicken wings on ricotta-sweet-potato 
cookies, and Punjabi-style goat meat 
with spiced vegetables. Thankfully, the 
lines have calmed since Vij’s 2015 move 
to bigger digs on Cambie Street, where 
guests can also enjoy a great rooftop 
patio. Wait times still too long? Try Vij’s 
Rangoli, just 1.4 miles west, which has 
shorter lines and accepts online takeout 
orders."

"One of Vancouver's hottest vegetarian 
restaurants – hence the sometimes long 
wait for tables – the Acorn is ideal for 
those craving something more inventive 
than mung-bean soup. Consider 
seasonal, artfully presented treats such 
as beer-battered haloumi or vanilla-
almond-beet cake and stick around at 
night: the bar serves until midnight if 
you need to pull up a stool and set the 
world to rights."

1809 W 1st Ave, Vancouver 3106 Cambie St, Vancouver 3995 Main St, Vancouver

Website Website Website

https://www.cntraveler.com/story/the-best-restaurants-in-vancouver-bc
https://www.afar.com/places/vijs-indian
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/canada/vancouver/restaurants/acorn/a/poi-eat/1380675/361261
http://www.annalena.ca
http://www.vijsrestaurant.ca
http://www.theacornrestaurant.ca


Mimi's Vancouver Folio - See & Do

Stanley Park Vancouver Art Gallery Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Classical Chinese GardenGranville Island Public Market
Park Museum / Art Gallery Gardens Public Markets

AFAR says: TripSavvy says: Lonely Planet says: Time Out says:

"Vancouver’s most famous urban space, 
the thousand-acre Stanley Park, 
epitomizes everything that locals here 
love about the outdoors, and visitors 
have many ways to explore the 
expansive grounds. Hiking trails weave 
around totem poles and hemlock trees, 
while at the beaches, you can swim, 
people-watch and picnic. Rent a bike or 
a pair of in-line skates for a scenic ride 
along the Seawall, or wander through 
the many gardens where 
rhododendrons, azaleas and roses 
bloom."

"When it comes to fine art in Vancouver, 
there is one museum that tops every list: 
the landmark Vancouver Art Gallery 
(VAG), the largest art gallery in western 
Canada. Located in the heart of 
downtown Vancouver, VAG is home to a 
collection of over 9,000 artworks, 
including the largest collection of 
paintings and works on paper by the 
famous BC artist Emily Carr, and a 
world-renowned collection of 
contemporary photo-based work. Every 
year, VAG presents two to three 
international exhibits that bring major 
artworks from around the world to 
Vancouver. Previous exhibits have 
included Leonardo da Vinci's Mechanics 
of Man and Vermeer, Rembrandt and 
the Golden Age of Dutch Art: 
Masterpieces from the Rijksmuseum."

"A tranquil break from bustling 
Chinatown, this intimate 'garden of 
ease' reflects Taoist principles of 
balance and harmony. Entry includes an 
optional 45-minute guided tour, in 
which you'll learn about the symbolism 
behind the placement of the gnarled 
pine trees, winding covered pathways 
and ancient limestone formations. Look 
out for the colorful carp and lazy turtles 
in the jade-colored water. The adjacent 
Dr Sun Yat-Sen Park isn't quite as 
elaborate as its sister, but this free-entry 
spot is also a pleasant oasis with 
whispering grasses, a large fishpond 
and a small pagoda. Check the website 
for events including special exhibitions 
and summertime evening concerts."

"Overhauled in the 70s, this former 
waterfront industrial site (technically a 
peninsula rather than an island) is home 
to a public market, food shops, 
restaurants, artist studios and galleries, 
shopping and inviting green space. 
Take a cute little Aquabus to spend an 
afternoon on the island. The vast public 
market features everything from 
confections to cheeses to breads to 
meats. Pick up a few items and picnic 
next to False Creek, or indulge in the 
market’s food court, filled with delicious 
local eats and treats."

Stanley Park, Vancouver 750 Hornby St, Vancouver 578 Carrall St, Vancouver 1669 Johnston St, Vancouver

Website Website Website Website

https://www.afar.com/places/stanley-park-vancouver
https://www.tripsavvy.com/guide-to-vancouver-art-galleries-markets-events-3371075
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/canada/vancouver/attractions/dr-sun-yat-sen-classical-chinese-garden-park/a/poi-sig/394013/361261
https://www.timeout.com/vancouver/things-to-do/best-things-to-do-in-vancouver
https://vancouver.ca/parks-recreation-culture/stanley-park.aspx
http://www.vanartgallery.bc.ca
https://vancouverchinesegarden.com
https://granvilleisland.com


Mimi's Vancouver Folio - See & Do (cont.)

Strange Fellows Brewing Regional Assembly of Text VanDusen Botanical Garden Museum of Anthropology UBC
Winery / Brewery / Distillery Shop Gardens Museum / Art Gallery

CN Traveler says: Lonely Planet says: CN Traveler says: Thrillist says:

"When it’s time to unwind over a tipple, 
head over to the east side of 
Vancouver—“East Van” to locals—
where you’ll find many of the city’s most 
exciting craft breweries. Located in a 
warehouse-type neighborhood that 
might not look like much from the 
outside, Strange Fellows Brewing invites 
you to step inside where you’ll find an 
industrial-chic, inviting space finished 
with polished concrete and dark metal 
accents. It’s a small operation, but they 
have made their mark in the Canadian 
craft-beer community with their unique 
barrel-aged sour beers. According to 
Nick Black, sales manager for Strange 
Fellows, the city’s craft-beer and craft-
spirits communities have exploded in 
recent years, bringing with them a 
healthy dose of competition. “The 
community is very close and we get 
along very well,” he says. “But it’s nice 
because it keeps everybody on their 
toes—you can’t get by making inferior 
beer here because Vancouver people 
won’t drink it. The competition inspires 
breweries to push boundaries on what 
styles of beer they make.”"

"This ironic antidote to the digital age 
lures ink-stained locals with its journals, 
handmade pencil boxes and T-shirts 
printed with typewriter motifs. Check 
out the tiny under-the-stairs gallery 
showcasing global zines and don't miss 
the monthly Letter Writing Club (7pm, 
first Thursday of every month), where 
you can hammer on vintage typewriters, 
crafting erudite missives to far-away 
loved ones. If you have time, make your 
own pin badge or just browse the racks 
of hyper-cool greeting cards, mostly 
fashioned by the store's friendly art-
school-grad co-owners. One of 
Vancouver's most original stores, it also 
sells handmade self-published 
minibooks near the front window – 
where else can you read One Shrew 
Too Few and Secret Thoughts of a Plain 
Yellow House?"

"An Elizabethan hedge maze made of 
3,000 pyramidal cedars, an Instagram-
ready walkway under glowing yellow 
laburnum blooms, more than 7,500 
plant species from every continent, and 
a picturesque lake are just a few of the 
features that have kept travelers and 
nature-loving locals flocking to the 55-
acre VanDusen Botanical Garden for 
more than half a century. Just don’t 
expect highly arranged and coiffed 
gardens of annuals; this place is purely 
perennials, and although they are 
beautifully arranged, they still have a 
wild side. During the busier months, 
guided tours—available both on foot 
and on large golf carts—are led by 
master gardeners who really know their 
flora. Sign up when you first arrive—
they fill up quickly. If you’re more of the 
wandering kind, ask a staff member 
what’s best to see and they’ll point you 
toward the showiest paths, or try a 
seasonal self-guided tour. And if you’re 
in town over Christmas, their Festival of 
Lights is truly dazzling."

"If you can only go to one museum in 
Vancouver, make it the Museum of 
Anthropology at the University of British 
Columbia. It’s one of the top 
anthropology museums in the world and 
the home to thousands of First Nations 
artifacts, including totem poles, textiles, 
and canoes. The museum is the main 
draw, but the UBC campus is beautiful 
in itself. After the museum, check out 
the Japanese Tea Garden or the 
Botanical Garden, where a suspended 
bridge leads over a canopy of Douglas 
firs, cedars, and grand firs."

1345 Clark Dr, Vancouver 3934 Main St, Vancouver 5251 Oak St, Vancouver 6393 NW Marine Dr, Vancouver

Website Website Website Website

https://www.cntraveler.com/branded/article/cnt/a-vancouver-concierges-tips-for-seeing-the-city-like-a-local
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/canada/vancouver/shopping/regional-assembly-of-text/a/poi-sho/394203/361261
https://www.cntraveler.com/activities/vancouver/vandusen-botanical-garden
https://www.thrillist.com/travel/nation/visiting-vancouver-things-to-know
http://strangefellowsbrewing.com
https://www.assemblyoftext.com/our_stores
https://vancouver.ca/parks-recreation-culture/vandusen-botanical-garden.aspx
https://moa.ubc.ca

