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Sarajevo
Bosnia and Herzegovina

“Sarajevo is the capital and largest 
city in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Hugged by its hills, the 
metropolitan area is home to about 
643,000 people. The Dinaric Alps 
surround the city, and has the 
Miljacka River running through it. 
Often called the ‘heart-shaped 
land,’ Bosnia lies in the heart of 
Southeastern Europe, and the 
Balkans.

Many people still associate Sarajevo 
with the war in the early ‘90s, but it’s 
a modern city, and hosts the 
premier and largest film festival in 
Southeast Europe—The Sarajevo 
Film Festival. It’s also the leading 
political, social, and cultural center 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and is 
the only major European city to 
have a mosque, Catholic Church, 
Orthodox Church, and Synagogue 
within the same neighbourhood
(Baščaršija). Because of its long and 
rich history of cultural diversity, one 
of its nicknames is ‘The Jerusalem of 
the Balkans.’” (Source)

(click to access this map on Google Maps)

http://www.sff.ba/en
https://melhadtea.com/36-hours-in-sarajevo/
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=1aY2SaKDNzIegeemTL5vy4EQ5qcFCCQtJ
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Walking tour Yellow Bastion (Žuta Tabija) Trebevic mountainOlympic Bobsled Track

Sightseeing Landmark LandmarkLandmark

We suggest a walking tour of the 
city for you early in your trip. They 
are short (2.5-3 hours) and will give 
you a good overview of the city and 
some of the cultural sites. And you 
can come back to any of the spots 
later if you find them interesting (for 
this reason I'm not including any of 
these landmarks on this guide). 
There's a free walking tour (tipping 
recommended) called Neno’s.

"Neno’s tour departs daily at 10:30 
(April to October) from the National 
Theater at Susan Sontag Square, 
runs about 2.5 hours. Neno covers 
about 500 years of history, from 
Ottoman to Austro-Hungarian 
times, Yugoslavia, the Bosnian War, 
to modern-day. You’ll see the 
National Theater, Serbian Orthodox 
Cathedral, Ashkenazi Synagogue, 
Emperor Mosque, Latin Bridge 
(where Archduke Franz Ferdinand of 
Austria was shot, triggering WWI), 
Alifakovac Ottoman Cemetery, City 
Hall, the Sarajevo Beer Factory, the 
Franciscan Church, as well as hear 
lots of personal stories from your 
guide.” (Source)

"Grab some beers (Sarajevsko, if 
you can) and snacks from the 
nearest corner store and start 
walking up to the Yellow Bastion. 
This lookout spot is about a 20-
30 min walk, winding through the 
city suburbs. Some of the corner 
stores you’ll pass are Muslim and 
won’t carry beer, but others 
will—just poke your head into a 
bunch of the convenience stores 
and grocery stores until you find 
one that sells beer. Once you get 
to the Yellow Bastion, grab a 
picnic table, or sit along the dirt 
edge, break open your snacks, 
maybe lay a picnic blanket if 
you’re feeling fancy, and enjoy 
your sunset view of the city.” 
(Source)

"One of the most popular 
viewpoint of Sarajevo, it is 
especially striking at sunset, at 
the time of the Adhan (Ezan in 
Bosnian, the Islamic call to 
worship recited by the muezzin 
at prescribed times of the day), 
because here you can hear it 
from multiple mosques." 
(Source)

If you are up for more time outdoors, 
there are several day hikes up to 
Trebevic. 

This is a self-guided tour where you can 
see the bobsled tracks along the way : 
"This hike takes you even further. It 
takes you to the old abandoned 
Olympic bobsled track, it passes by 
several remains of the Austrian-
Hongarian empire, there are viewpoints 
where you can see the other mountains 
near Sarajevo and it leads you to the 
peak of Trebević where you get to see 
what's behind. The higher mountains." 
(Source)

If you want a guided tour, this company 
was mentioned in a few blogs and the 
NY Times and leads eco-freindly tours: 
"Tucked into a river-cut valley 
surrounded by peaks, Sarajevo has a 
natural beauty often forgotten amid 
artificial contrivances. Green Visions has 
run ecotours for more than a decade 
and will pick you up anywhere in town. 
Tighten your boot laces and take a 
three-to-four-hour hike (80 KM a person) 
through spruce forests before reaching 
the summit of Trebevic, a 5,338-foot 
mountain. You’ll have commanding 
views of the range that hosted skiing 
events in 1984. You’ll also have a better 
grasp of one of the world’s most riveting 
cities." (Source)

Hike (~1 hour) or take a taxi up 
to the Olympic Bobsled Track, 
which is now abandoned and 
frequented by talented graffiti 
artists.

"There something slightly creepy 
yet cool about the Sarajevo 
bobsled track which sits hidden 
by nature at the top of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina’s (BiH) Mount 
Trebević. In 1984, less than a 
decade before the Bosnian war 
and the Sarajevo Siege, Bosnia’s 
capital city, Sarajevo, played host 
to the Winter Olympics. The 
country opened its doors to the 
international community to 
celebrate sport, winning their 
first medal as part of the 
Yugoslavia team. During the 
Sarajevo Siege (’92 – ’96) the 
bobsled (or bobsleigh) and luge 
track were used by the Bosnian 
Serbs as a base for artillery but 
today it is walking museum which 
has been attacked by graffiti 
artists!" (Source)
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http://www.sarajevowalkingtours.com/east-meets-west-free-sarajevo-walking-tour
https://melhadtea.com/36-hours-in-sarajevo/
https://melhadtea.com/36-hours-in-sarajevo/
https://thinkingnomads.com/2014/01/sarajevo-from-above-photos/
https://www.outdooractive.com/en/hiking-trail/bosnia-and-herzegovina/beautiful-dayhike-from-sarajevo-city-to-the-top-of-trebevic-mountain/25132636/
http://greenvisions.ba/en
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/13/travel/36-hours-in-sarajevo-bosnia-and-herzegovina.html
https://www.twoscotsabroad.com/sarajevo-bobsled-track/
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Baščaršija Cevabdzinica Zeljo 1 Žara iz duvaraBuregdzinica Bosna

Landmark Restaurant RestaurantRestaurant

Baščaršija is Sarajevo’s old Ottoman 
bazaar market and the historical 
cultural centre of the city. There are 
many food stalls, cafes, and markets 
to buy various trinkets and 
souvenirs, as well as the famous 
Gazi Husrev-bey Mosque. We 
recommend coming here for lunch 
(Neno's walking tour ends here) and 
spending the afternoon walking 
around.

"For traditional Bosnian favourites, 
try cevapi—grilled minced meat 
(almost like kofte kebab), with diced 
onions, sour cream, salt and pita 
bread. Another food to try is 
burek—a fluffy, coiled pastry filled 
with spinach, meat, cheese, or 
vegetables. Often served with 
ayran—a cold, fresh yoghurt 
beverage to drink with your food, or 
pour over it. Poke your head in 
some shops and do some souvenir 
shopping. Keep you eye out for 
Kazandžiluk Street, where you can 
get some of Sarajevo’s famous 
coppersmith work. A custom djezva 
or Bosnian coffee set are popular 
souvenirs. There are also a lot of 
great textiles (try to find some made 
from local wool)." (Source)

"No one is ambivalent about 
Sarajevo’s rich street food. For 
many, cevapcici (che-VAHP-
chee-chee) — beef sausages 
served with flatbread, onions 
and a creamy cheese called 
kajmak — reigns supreme. 
Prepare to order in increments of 
five." (Source)

"Zara iz Duvara has already 
attracted a loyal following. The 
restaurant benefits from its location 
just around the corner from 
Sarajevo’s Markale, where fresh 
vegetables and fruit are sold daily. 
The restaurant specializes in 
traditional Bosnian dishes, but adds 
its own distinct flavor by reviving the 
use of some of the more neglected 
ingredients such as barley, mountain 
herbs, preserves and homemade 
chutney. The menu changes 
regularly but favorite dishes include 
Bosnian stew, klepo, dolma and 
ćevap." (Source)

"Coming in a close second [of 
Sarajevo's rich street food scene] 
is burek: pastry dough filled with 
beef. Potato, cheese and spinach 
versions are called pita. At 
Buregdzinica Bosna, pair these 
savory pie portions (around 3 
KM) with a glass of yogurt.” 
(Source)
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https://melhadtea.com/36-hours-in-sarajevo/
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/13/travel/36-hours-in-sarajevo-bosnia-and-herzegovina.html
https://theculturetrip.com/europe/bosnia-herzegovina/articles/sarajevo-s-top-10-cultural-restaurants-bosnian-bites-beyond/
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/13/travel/36-hours-in-sarajevo-bosnia-and-herzegovina.html
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Dveri Restaurant Kibe Čajdžinica DžirloBarhana Restaurant and 
Grapperia

Restaurant Restaurant Coffee Shop / CafeRestaurant

"Though located in the city centre, 
Dveri’s interior transports diners to 
the countryside. The menu includes 
many Balkan favorites like 
homemade bread, ajvar and 
Dalmatian prosciutto as starters. 
Main courses highlight Dveri’s 
different take on traditional plates. 
Traditional dishes like polenta, 
goulash and stuffed veal are served 
alongside non-traditional options 
including squid, risotto and pork 
dishes. Diners can top off the meal 
with one of Dveri’s wide range of 
fruit rakia or a traditional Bosnian 
coffee. With an intimate feel and 
affordable prices, Dveri is an ideal 
place to enjoy traditional Balkan 
cuisine at its best." (Source)

This would be a great option for a 
fancier meal. The restaurant in the hotel 
Kibe has amazing views of the city, so 
we suggest coming here for lunch. It's 
around a 30 minute hike from the city 
(literally, you gain over 400ft) so plan 
accordingly or take a taxi.

"Take a taxi into the foothills through 
Sarajevo’s oldest, Ottoman-era mahalas 
(neighborhoods) for lunch at Restaurant 
Kibe. When you get to the house, ring 
the doorbell (reservations are a must) 
and climb the stairs to a fireplace-
anchored dining room surrounded by 
panoramic views of town, where waiters 
serve some of the city’s best traditional 
dishes. For a starter, try the sour-cream-
smothered klepe (12 KM): meat-filled 
Bosnian ravioli. To guarantee the spit-
roasted lamb (14 KM), a specialty, place 
your order when you make a 
reservation. Before pushing away from 
the table, loosen your belt buckle for 
the fresh pita od jabuka, or apple pie (5 
KM)." (Source)

"Located on a hillside overlooking the 
city, the Kibe Mahala offers one of the 
most stunning views of Sarajevo. The 
view is not the restaurant’s only 
attraction however; it also serves 
delicious Bosnian dishes, including the 
house specialty: spit-roast lamb. To 
accompany these traditional dishes Kibe 
Mahala also offers an assortment of 
wines from throughout the region. 
Adding to the ambience of the 
restaurant, two guitarists play traditional 
Bosnian music and even take requests." 
(Source)

"Just a block up from Sebilj is 
Čajdžinica Džirlo, my favourite 
Sarajevo tea house. I absolutely 
recommend stopping here, taking a 
break to rest your souvenirs and 
having a drink of salep. Salep is a 
sweet, tapioca-like drink made from 
orchid root flour. These orchid 
tubers have a nutritious, starchy 
flour that’s mixed with rosewater, 
cinnamon and is just a delight to 
drink." (Source)

"Generations of Bosnians have 
grown up drinking family-made 
moonshine called rakija. In recent 
years, this fruit- or herb-flavored, 
grappalike elixir has become the 
hipster spirit of choice. At the 
multilevel Barhana Restaurant and 
Grapperia, you’ll find 25 varieties, a 
stone oven for late-night pizzas and 
a hidden summer garden in the 
heart of Bascarsija. As in any good 
rakija joint, the choices (3 to 5 KM), 
including plum, cherry and honey, 
are etched on a chalkboard. Try the 
travarica, a herbal tincture good for 
digestion and mood." (Source)
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https://theculturetrip.com/europe/bosnia-herzegovina/articles/sarajevo-s-top-10-cultural-restaurants-bosnian-bites-beyond/
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/13/travel/36-hours-in-sarajevo-bosnia-and-herzegovina.html
https://theculturetrip.com/europe/bosnia-herzegovina/articles/sarajevo-s-top-10-cultural-restaurants-bosnian-bites-beyond/
https://melhadtea.com/36-hours-in-sarajevo/
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/13/travel/36-hours-in-sarajevo-bosnia-and-herzegovina.html
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Cafe Slasticarna Ramis Sarajevo Beer Factory Zlatna Ribica (Golden Fish)

Restaurant Restaurant Restaurant

"A 100-year-old sweet shop with 
traditional tufahija (4 KM), poached 
apple filled with whipped cream and 
walnuts." (Source)

"During the siege of Sarajevo, the 
Sarajevo Beer Factory was the only 
place people trapped in the city 
could get clean water. It’s situated 
above an underground source, and 
continued operations throughout 
the war. Today, it’s an irrevocable 
part of the city and its history. If you 
have time, there’s also a cool beer 
museum you can tour. Or, if you 
have less time, grab a delicious 
lunch and a cold, fresh brew at the 
Restaurant. Sarajevsko beer comes 
in dark, light, and unfiltered. I’ve 
tried ‘em all, and all are great.” 
(Source)

"This cafe and bar is Sarajevo’s 
kitschiest drinking hole. A wall of 
mirrors reflects a softly lighted 
tangle of refitted candelabras, 
decanters, overstuffed armchairs, 
musical instruments, Christmas 
lights, tiny TVs flickering black-and-
white images, and a bowl with 
goldfish swimming at the junction 
where the bar’s two rooms meet. In 
the background, jazz plays. During 
winter, try the secret-recipe mulled 
red wine (5 KM); in summer, order 
the house-made sangria with 
oranges and cherries (5 KM).” 
(Source)
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https://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/13/travel/36-hours-in-sarajevo-bosnia-and-herzegovina.html
https://melhadtea.com/36-hours-in-sarajevo/
https://melhadtea.com/36-hours-in-sarajevo/
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/13/travel/36-hours-in-sarajevo-bosnia-and-herzegovina.html

